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The  Publishing  Committee,  following  the  instructions  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, present  herewith  a  double  number,  including  the  records 
and  collections  of  the  two  years,  1904  and  1905.  A  marked  feature 
of  this  number  is  the  large  place  given  to  the  papers  of  the  historical 
department. 

The  very  interesting  and  valuable  papers  furnished  by  the  Gene- 
alogical Committee  having  constituted  the  principal  part  of  our 
publications  hitherto,  the  Association  desires  now  more  fully  to 
represent  its  good  offices  in  other  social  and  vital  relations. 

We  are  enabled  to  do  this  by  the  special  fund  generously  raised 
for  this  purpose  by  members  present  at  the  meeting  of  1904. 

The  biographical  sketches  herein  presented  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Historical  Committee  upon  their  earnest  solicitation,  and 
have  in  most  instances  been  carefully  compiled  from  various  authentic 
records  and  notices,  the  persons  to  whom  they  refer  being  reluctant 
to  do  more  than  to  give  their  consent. 
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REVEREND   E.    E.  STRONG,    D.    D. 


It  is  a  noble  faculty  of  our  nature  which  enables  us  to  connect 
our  thoughts,  our  sympathies,  and  our  happiness  with  what  is 
distant  in  place  and  time;  and  looking  before  and  after,  to  hold 
communion  at  once  with  our  ancestors  and  our  posterity. 

Daniel  Webster,  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 


Cbambcrlain  Hssociation 
of  Hmerica. 


Hnnual  Meeting  of  1904. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Chamberlain  Asso- 
ciation was  held  during  Encampment  Week  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  at  the  Parker  House,  August  19, 
1904.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  members 
were  received  by  the  Vice  Presidents  and  their  wives  : 
General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  of  Barre,  Mass.,  and  his 
genial  spouse  ;  Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  of  the  Congre- 
gational House,  Boston,  assisted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  George 
M.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Eccleston  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  a  little  later  by  Colonel  and  Mrs.  H. 
H.  Adams  of  New  York  City.  There  were  representa- 
tives from  eleven  states :  Maine,  Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  members  present  included  many  veterans 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  one  lately  returned  from  service  in 
the  Philippines. 


minutes  of  the  Recording  Secretary. 

The  business  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Vice 
President  General  Samuel  Chamberlain.  In  the  absence 
of  the  Recording  Secretary,  Aliss  Jennie  Chamberlain 
Watts  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern.  The  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  presented  the  regrets  of  the  President, 
General  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  stating  that  sudden  and 
severe  illness  prevented  him  from  attending  the  annual 
meeting,  and  it  was  voted  that  a  telegram  be  sent  General 
Chamberlain  expressing  the  Association's  deep  sympathy 
and  regret  at  his  absence. 

The  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary  for  September, 
1903,  was  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  the  Corresponding  SecrMary  and  the 
Assistant  Treasurer  were  read  and  acceptecf 

The  Secretary  of  the  Genealogical  Bureau,  Mr.  George 
W.  Chamberlain,  stated  that  an  account  of  work  done  in 
both  the  Genealogical  and  English  Ancestry  Committees 
had  been  included  in  the  annual  printed  report  of   1903. 

Colonel  H.  H.  Adams  reported  progress  on  the  work  of 
the  Historical  Committee. 

Hon.  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain,  chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  made  an  oral  report.  He  announced  that 
Prof.  Paul  Mellen  Chamberlain  of  Chicago,  had  been 
chosen  chairman  of  the  Genealogical  Committee.  He 
referred  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  society,  and  the 
deficit  in  the  Treasury.  He  laid  before  the  Association 
the  question  whether  all  of  its  funds  should  be  devoted  to 


the  work  of  the  Genealogical  Committee,  or  whether  some 
of  it  should  be  appropriated  for  the  work  of  the  Historical 
Committee.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  latter 
subject  be  referred  back  to  the  Executive  Committee 
with  full  power  to  take  action.  After  some  debate,  dur- 
ing which  Mr.  Charles  Willis  Smith  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
offered  to  subscribe  fifty  dollars  (later  increased  to  sixty- 
five  dollars)  for  the  Genealogical  and  Historical  work, 
and  after  some  amendments  and  withdrawals,  the  original 
motion  was  adopted.  It  was  voted  on  motion  of  Colonel 
Adams,  that  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  to  raise  the 
money  needed.  Colonel  Adams  was  made  chairman  and 
instructed  to  choose  his  associates. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  for  luncheon.  Mr.  George  B. 
Caswell  aided  materially  in  taking  charge  of  the  dinner 
service.  During  its  progress,  Colonel  Adams  presented 
each  member  with  a  bright  silk  flag  as  a  badge  appropri- 
ate for  the  week  of  the  Grand  Army  Encampment. 

The  Association  was  then  called  to  order.  Vice  Presi- 
dent Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  in  the  chair. 

The  Nominating  Committee,  Dr.  George  M.  Chamber- 
lain of  Chicago,  Mr.  William  S.  Boynton  of  St.  Johnsbury, 
Vt.,  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  C.  Perry  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  made 
their  report.  Ignoring  General  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain's 
earnest  expression  that  the  time  had  come  to  choose  a 
new  President,  they  advised  the  re-election  of  the  present 
officers,  and  they  were  duly  elected. 

Colonel  H.  H.  Adams,  after  making  a  canvas  of  the 
members  present,  reported  that  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
dollars  had  been  subscribed  for  the  Genealogical  and 
Historical  work  of  the  Association. 

Brief   and   informal   after-dinner  speeches  were  made. 


Among  others  one  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Chamberlain  Eccleston 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  head  of  the  government  kindergarten 
system  of  the  fourteen  provinces  of  the  Argentine 
Republic. 

Colonel  Henry  H.  Adams  of  New  York  City,  made  a 
patriotic  address,  alluding  incidentally  to  his  mother's 
interest  in  the  abolition  movement,  and  the  assistance 
she  rendered  the  "  underground  railroad,"  and  his  own 
and  his  comrade's  suffering  in  a  Confederate  Prison.  In 
concluding  he  presented  to  the  Association  a  large  and 
most  beautiful  United  States  flag.  Mr.  Asa  VV.  Chamberlin 
unfurled  the  flag  and  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  be  tendered  Colonel  Adams  for  his  splendid 
gift.   This  motion  was  unanimously  carried  by  a  rising  vote. 

Speeches  bright  with  wit,  and  mellow  with  friendliness 
for  the  Chamberlain  Clan  in  near  and  distant  climes,  were 
made  by  the  Hon.  Milton  Reed  of  Fall  River,  Hon. 
Loved  E.  Chamberlain  of  Brockton,  Mr.  Charles  Willis 
Smith  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  Mr.  George  B.  Chamberlin 
of  Chicago,  who  earnestly  invited  the  Association  to 
meet  on  the  following  year  in  Chicago. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  recently  returned  from  jour- 
neyings  in  South  and  Central  Africa,  related  some  inter- 
esting incidents  of  his  travels. 

Miss  Ella  J.  Chamberlin  of  Cambridge,  pleased  the 
company  again,  as  frequently  before,  by  her  inimitably 
artistic  whistling  solos. 

Miss  Helen  A.  Boynton,  of  the  Smith  College  Music 
School,  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  delighted  the  company 
by  her  charming  rendering  of  classic  selections  on  the 
violin,  Miss  Bertha  C.  Chamberlain  of  Norwood,  serving 
as  the  accompanist. 


The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  tendered  these 
ladies  for  their  delightful  music. 

The  thanks  of  the  society  were  also  given  to  the  ladies 
of  the  committee  who  furnished  the  beautiful  bouquets 
for  the  tables. 

At  five  p.  M.,  Colonel  Adams  in  the  chair,  the  Associa- 
tion voted  to  adjourn. 

Jennie  Chamberlain  Watts, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 


Report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Meeting  has  been  anticipated 
with  much  pleasure,  since  many  of  our  members  have 
been  grouped  into  families,  and  a  kinship  of  relationship 
has  been  established,  with  the  expectation  that  additional 
developments  will  extend  the  cousinly  lines.  Whether  the 
Henrys,  the  Richards,  the  Thomases,  the  Williams  and 
the  Jacobs,  etc.,  trace  to  one  common  ancestor  or  not, 
their  descendants  now  sit  down  in  peace  and  friendly 
companionship,  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  Chamberlain, 
and  quietly  wait  for  future  developments  and  revelations. 
In  the  meantime  our  Executive  Board  has  yielded  to  the 
urgent  request  of  many  members  and  printed  in  the  last 
Annual  Report  a  few  biographical  sketches  of  some  of 
our  noted  Vice  Presidents,  who  were  in  the  Civil  War,  with 
the  promise  that  the  good  work  is  to  be  continued  in  the 
future.  There  is  a  strong  desire  to  have  an  illustrated 
historical  number  issued  soon,  so  distant  members  who 
have  never  been  able  to  attend  our  meetings,  may  make 
the  acquaintance  of  our  officers    and    leading   members 
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through  the  reports.  The  printing-press  of  the  20th  century 
annihilates  geographical  distances,  and  often  brings  people 
into  close  companionship.  It  is  in  this  way  we  are 
brought  into  the  relationship  of  a  large  family,  with 
common  interests  and  sympathies.  The  peripatetic 
instincts  of  the  Chamberlains  lead  them  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  so  our  Assistant  Treasurer  has  lost  all  trace  of 
some  of  them;  "gone  to  Europe"  or  "to  Egypt"  is  all 
we  may  be  ever  able  to  write  on  their  tombstones. 

Of  300  names  enrolled  on  our  books,  we  have  only  lost 
twent3'-five  of  them  by  death  ;  but  often  times  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  learn  any  particulars  or  even  of  the  date 
of  the  death  of  some  members.  Will  friends  kindly  take 
note  of  this  fact  in  the  future  ?  Of  the  four  deaths  of 
members  during  the  year,  some  account  of  two  only  has 
been  received;  viz..  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Jewell  and  Mr. 
Stillman  Chamberlain.  These  vacancies  have  been  filled 
by  members  from  their  families ;  a  welcome  addition. 

We  are  happy  to  report  a  newly  awakened  interest 
amongst  the  younger  Chamberlains  during  the  past  year. 
We  have  sometimes  lacked  the  enthusiasm  of  young 
blood.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  once  said  that  enthusiasm 
for  something  and  in  something  made  life  worth  living. 
This  awakening  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  our  delightful 
excursion  to  the  summer  home  of  our  President,  where 
we  were  so  charmingly  entertained  last  autumn.  The 
chairman  of  the  new  committee  of  ten,  report  twenty-five 
new  names  for  membership  the  past  year ;  we  should  be 
glad  to  make  it  fifty.  Finding  that  a  goodly  number  of 
the  Chamberlains  were  engaged  in  the  Civil  War,  it  was 
suggested  that  our  Annual  Meeting  should  be  held, 
"  Encampment  Week  "  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Society  in  Boston, 


thus  members  might  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
to  meet  some  of  the  old  veterans  and  officers  of  the  Society. 

We  may  not  think  it  advisable  to  hold  a  large  gathering 
every  year  ;  perhaps  only  a  business  meeting  intervening 
years.  It  is  hoped  that  all  of  the  officers  of  this  Society, 
both  past  and  present,  will  send  their  photographs,  and  if 
possible  some  data,  or  sketch  for  a  biographical  account 
to  be  used  in  the  future.  Also  all  photographs  of  Colonial 
and  Revolutionary  ancestors,  and  of  their  early  homes. 
You  are  asked  to  cooperate  with  the  Historical  Committee 
in  this  work,  to  make  an  interesting  historical  number. 
In  looking  through  the  spectacles  of  research  one  charm 
of  biographical  sketches  is  in  pondering  over  the  successes 
and  failures  of  ancestors.  Hope  lent  a  pleasure  to  their 
lives  and  created  happiness  in  their  homes.  Hope  and 
faith  crystallized  into  action  have  been  among  the  great 
moving  powers  of  the  world.  It  was  this  that  buoyed 
up  the  men  in  the  Civil  War,  and  helped  them  endure 
the  hardships  of  prison  life  and  urged  them  on  to  deeds 
of  valor  on  the  battle  field.  We  anticipate  with  much 
pleasure  some  recital  of  those  experiences  from  our 
members  to-day. 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  an  In  Memoriam  sketch 
of  Prof.  William  B.  Chamberlain  of  Chicago  ;  a  valuable 
historical  account  of  Mr.  Warren  Chamberlain  of  Hono- 
lulu ;  a  photograph  and  newspaper  account  of  the  late 
Dr.  Dwight  S.  Chamberlain  of  Lyons,  N.  Y.  ;  a  photo- 
graph of  the  late  William  Chamberlain  of  Jackson,  Mich.  ; 
prints  of  five  generations  of  Chamberlains  and  a  genealogy 
of  the  family  from  Prof.  Paul  M.  Chamberlain  of  Chicago ; 
book  notices  of  the  late  work  of  Mr.  Montague  Chamber- 
lain, with  some  account  of  his  philanthropic  work  for  the 
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Indians  ;  a  photograph  of  Mr.  Herbert  B.  ChamberHn  of 
Brattleborough,  Vt. ;  a  print  of  the  late  Jeremiah  C. 
Chamberlain  of  Chelsea,  Mass.  ;  an  account  of  the  forti- 
eth anniversary  reception  given  to  Messrs.  E.  Warren 
and  Henry  Chamberlain  of  Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  and  a 
newspaper  poem  by  Miss  M.  E.  Chamberlain  of  Hudson, 
Mass. 

Our  President  last  year  assured  us  on  the  presentation 
of  a  gavel  to  him,  that  he  would  not  wield  it  to  command, 
but  hold  it  as  a  power  and  prophecy  of  yet  better  things. 
Let  us  not  disappoint  him  in  this  matter,  but  let  us  rather 
aim  to  overcome  all  obstacles  of  indifference  and  complete 
the  work  so  admirably  begun.  Many  letters  which  have 
been  received,  indicate  a  growing  interest  in  prospective 
efforts.  Grand  achievements  have  often  grown  out  of 
small  beginnings.  Let  us  all  unite  to  realize  such  results 
in  every  department  of  our  society,  and  gladden  each 
others  hearts  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  much- 
beloved  President. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain. 
Boston,  Mass.,  August  19,  1904. 

The  following  letters  were  read  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  : 

State  of  Oregon,  executive  Department. 

Salem,  Oregon,  August  13,  1904. 
Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain,   Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  and  Distant  Cousin : — I  beg  to  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  of  your  favor  of  the  4th  inst.  extending  to  me 
the  invitation  of  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain  to  be  a 
guest  at  the  coming  annual  meeting  of  the  Chamberlain 
Association. 
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Please  accept  my  thanks  yourself,  and  thank  him  for 
me  for  the  very  courteous  invitation,  and  express  to  him 
my  regret  at  my  inability  to  be  present.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  I  may  sometime  have  the  pleasure  of  attending  one 
of  these  reunions,  but  I  am  so  situated  at  present  that  my 
official  duties  will  not  permit  me  to  go  so  far  from  home. 

I  watch  the  progress  being  made  by  the  Association 
with  deep  interest,  and  entertain  the  hope  that  it  will  be 
the  means  of  bringing  the  family  into  closer  touch  and 
relationship.  Kindly  send  to  me  the  report  of  the  meet- 
ing, as  soon  as  it  is  published. 

With  sincere  regards,  I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  C.  Chamberlain. 


State  of  Connecticut,  executive  Department. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  August  ii,  1904. 
Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain,  Corresponditig  Secretary,  Cham- 
berlain Association  of  America,  Washitigton,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Miss  Chamberlain : — Your  esteemed  favors 
of  the  second  and  fourth   of  August,  have  not  received 
earlier  attention,  owing  to  pressure  of  business. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you 
for  the  invitation  to  be  an  honored  guest  of  your  society 
at  the  seventh  annual  meeeting,  to  be  held  at  Boston 
Friday,  August  the  nineteenth.  This  will  certainly  be  a 
most  interesting  occasion,  and  should  I  be  in  Boston 
during  the  Grand  Army  Encampment,  I  shall  hope  to  be 
present  at  the  meeting  of  your  society. 
With  high  regard,  I  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

A.  Chamberlain. 
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Report  of  treasurer. 

In  account  with  the  Chamberlain  Association, 
From  September  8,   1903  to  August   19,  1904. 


1903. 

Dr. 

Sept. 

8. 

Balance  on  hand. 
Yearly  fees. 
New  members. 
Subscriptions, 

$107.84 

210.00 

24.00 

•25 

Dr.  Geo.  M.  Chamberlin,  Chicago, 

50.00 

Sale  of  reports, 

8.6s 

$400.74 

1903. 

Cr. 

Oct. 

3- 

Paid   Mr.  George    W. 

Chamberlain, 

Bureau  Secretary,  $150.00 
1904. 

Aug.   16.     Smith  &  Sale,  printing  550  annual 

reports,  (1903)  116.25 

Express,  1.40 

Paper,  envelopes  and  postage,  39-91 

Collections  on  checks,  .40 

Flags  and  bunting,  3.64 

Post  Office  box,  .50 


Cash  paid,  $312.10 

Balance  in  hands  of  Assistant  Treasurer,        88.64 


$400.74 
Sophia  A.  Chamberlain  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 


THE 

NEW  YORK 

PUBLIC  library' 

Astor,  Lennx  and  TMen  , 
Foundations, 


MRS.   SOPHIA  C.   CASWELL. 


Hnnual  JMecting  of  1905.. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Chamberlain  Asso- 
ciation *was  held  at  the  Parker  House,  Boston,  September 
13th,  1905.  After  an  hour  of  salutations  and  sociable 
interchange  among  the  forty  members  present,  who  were 
from  the  States  of  Maine,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  Illinois,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  assembly- 
was  called  to  order  for  business  at  1.3  c  p.  m.  by  the 
President. 

Judge  William  T.  Forbes,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  rose  to 
a  privileged  question  and  in  a  graceful  speech  presented 
the  Association  with  an  ebony  gavel,  handsomely  mounted 
and  engraved, —  the  gift  of  a  member  too  modest  to  allow 
his,  or  probably  her,  name  to  be  announced.  The  Presi- 
dent responded  for  the  Association ;  saying  among  other 
things  that  the  Chamberlains  were  somewhat  noted  for 
their  power  of  self-command  and  also  for  their  ability  to 
command  others,  and  the  gavel  being  an  expressive 
instrument  in  this  latter  line,  he  believed  its  service  here 
would  be  only  emblematic,  and  he  could  hardly  conceive 
of  occasion  for  its  more  serious  use.  As  an  emblem  of 
good  order  and  fair  play,  for  which  also  this  clan  has  a 
deep  regard,  he  accepted  the  gavel  in  the  name  of  the 
Association. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  by 
the  Recording  Secretary,  and  approved.  The  records  of 
the  two  last  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee  were 
read  for  the  information  of  the  Association.  The  Report 
of  the  Genealogical  Bureau  was  called  for  and  read  by 


14 

the  Bureau  Secretary,  Mr.  George  W.  Chamberlain, 
together  with  a  statement  of  accounts  showing  a  favorable 
balance  of  $19.65  for  the  past  year,  which  were  accepted. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  also  presented  his  resignation  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Bureau. 

The  question  of  acceptance  of  this  being  under  consider- 
ation, the  President  spoke  of  the  good  work  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  expressed  the  hope  that  some  way  would  be 
found  to  retain  his  services,  as  he  is  to  a  very  high  degree 
conversant  with  the  work  pertaining  to  this  department. 
Judge  Forbes  moved  that  the  employment  of  a  new  Sec- 
retary for  this  department  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  with  powers;  which  motion  was  seconded. 
Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago  suggested  that 
perhaps  the  retiring  Secretary  might  be  induced  to 
continue  in  his  office  if  adequate  compensation  could  be 
given  him  by  the  Association.  Judge  Forbes  explained 
that  his  motion  was  not  intended  to  debar  the  employment 
of  the  present  Secretary,  but  it  was  his  opinion  that 
occasion  should  be  taken  to  make  clear  the  duties  of  the 
Secretary  and  that  work  for  members  tracing  their 
families  should  be  paid  for  by  those  requesting  such  work, 
and  that  the  Association  should  pay  something  for  a  copy 
of  data  of  permanent  value.  Mr.  Asa  VV.  Chamberlain 
was  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  clear  understanding 
of  just  what  the  appropriation  for  the  Bureau  is  to  cover, 
and  what  data  of  information  the  Association  should 
receive  in  return.  Hon.  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain  spoke 
of  the  importance  of  the  action  as  indicated  by  the  last 
speaker,  and  favored  the  motion  of  Judge  Forbes  as  lead- 
ing to  the  best  results.  Miss  Abbie  M.  Chamberlain,  of 
Washington,    I).    C,    regretted    the    suggestion   that  any 
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Chamberlain  would  ask  for  work  for  his  private  benefit 
without  paying  for  the  service  called  for,  and  stated 
in  substance  that  in  years  past,  to  her  personal  knowledge, 
there  had  been  considerable  money  paid  in  to  the  Bureau 
for  special  genealogical  work  done  for  different  members 
of  this  Society,  and  a  large  amount  of  valuable  data  and 
genealogy  had  been  generously  sent  to  the  Bureau  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Association,  but  a  misunderstanding  has 
arisen  from  not  recognizing  a  distinction  between  special 
and  routine  work ;  the  first  has  been  paid  for  by  the 
individual,  and  the  secondhy  the  salary  of  $150  per  year, 
which  the  Bureau  Secretary  has  received  from  the  Asso- 
ciation for  two  years  past.  She  alluded  to  the  research 
work  done  to  find  connecting  links  between  the  various 
branches,  which  cannot  be  considered  personal  work,  as 
it  is  of  general  interest  to  all.  The  routine  work  naturally 
occupied  much  time  the  first  few  years,  but  the  Executive 
Board  has  aimed  to  have  justice  done  to  all  members  and 
departments,  as  in  the  equal  division  made  of  the  special 
fund  of  $154,  raised  at  the  annual  meeting  "Encampment 
Week,"  when  $75  was  given  to  each  department,  the 
Historical  and  Genealogical.  She  quoted  from  a  letter 
received  from  the  late  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  in 
which  he  said  the  Bureau  had  received  over  $110  that 
year,  and  if  that  was  averaged  between  the  ten  or  eleven 
persons  who  employed  it,  he  felt  it  was  economical  work. 
She  hoped  that  the  proposition  to  have  every  member,  as 
far  as  able,  send  in  a  chart  of  five  generations  within  six 
months  would  prevail,  so  the  publication  of  the  genealogy 
could  be  printed  soon. 

Mr.  George  W.  Chamberlain  stated  that  only  twenty- 
one    dollars    had    been    received    during    the    past    year 


for  special  work;  and  that  his  work  had  taken  nearly 
forty-four  days,  and  involved  additional  expense  for 
transportation  and  other  incidentals.  Miss  Laura  B. 
Chamberlain,  Washington,  D.  C,  suggested  that  all  work 
done  for  individuals  of  any  branch  of  the  family  should 
be  made  available  for  all  members  of  that  branch  in  the 
Association,  thus  greatly  reducing  the  expense  of  procuring 
such  data,  and  also  indicating  the  usefulness  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin,  of  Chicago, 
expressed  surprise  that  the  Bureau  Secretar}'  should  be 
called  upon  to  do  so  much  work  for  so  Utile  pay  as  he 
has  been  receiving.  The  President  called  attention  to 
the  large  amount  of  valuable  material  collected  by  the 
late  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  now  in  the  custody 
of  the  Genealogical  Bureau,  and  which  he  understood 
from  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Chester  Chamberlain  it  was 
his  intention  to  turn  over  completely  to  the  Association 
if  it  should  keep  up  the  genealogical  work,  but  if  this 
work  was  to  be  discontinued  these  collections  were  to 
revert  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Chamberlain.  The  President 
thought  it  important  that  these  collections  come  into  the 
permanent  possession  of  the  Association,  and  as  the 
present  Secretary  understands  all  about  these  conditions 
and  collections,  he  hoped  he  might  be  induced  to  remain 
in  the  Bureau.  The  question  being  called  for,  the  motion 
of  Judge  Forbes  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President  stated  that  as  Dr.  George  M.  Chamber- 
lin was  the  only  member  of  the  committee  on  nominations 
present,  he  had  appointed  to  act  with  him  for  the  present 
occasion.  Miss  Clarissa  A.  Chamberlain  of  Worcester  and 
George  F.  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City. 

The  reports  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  of  the 
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Treasurer  and  Assistant  Treasurer  were  then  read  and 
accepted,  the  former  showing  a  balance  of  5318.36 
invested  funds,  and  the  latter  a  balance  of  $300.04  on 
account  current. 

No  reports  were  received  by  the  Committees  on  History, 
English  Ancestry,  and  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  An- 
cestry. Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain  reported  that  Dr. 
Leander  T.  Chamberlain  is  still  working  on  English  An- 
cestry. 

From  the  Committee  on  Recent  Wars,  lists  were 
received  through  Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain  of  soldiers 
of  the  name  Chamberlain  in  the  Civil  War  from  the  States 
of'  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut  and 
New  Jersey. 

The  President  requested  the  assembly  to  stand  while 
the  Recording  Secretary  read  the  names  of  members 
who  have  died  since  our  last  meeting.  Short  sketches  of 
several  of  them  were  also  presented. 

Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain  expressed  a  deep  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  one  of  the  leading 
spirits  of  this  Association,  and  the  honoring  remembrance 
in  which  he  is  held  by  all ;  and  proposed  a  message  of 
affection  and  sympathy  to  be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family, 
which  was  made  the  voice  of  the  assembly.  The  Presi- 
dent remarked  that  Mr.  Chester  Chamberlain  was  a  man 
of  extraordinary  gifts  and  accomplishments.  Not  only 
was  he  eminent  in  scientific  attainments  and  in  the 
specialty  of  electrical  engineering  and  the  application  of 
electricity  as  motive  power  in  many  lines,  but  in  general 
executive  and  business  ability.  He  was  also  an  accom- 
plished student  of  literature,  and  in  particular  was  an 
authority  and  expert  on  the  first  editions  of  early  Ameri- 
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can   authors,   of   which   he   had   made   one    of   the  best 
collections  in  the  Country. 

In  his  character  he  summed  up  all  the  manly  virtues, 
and  his  whole  personality  was  charming. 

Such  a  man,  the  President  said,  deserves  a  more 
extended  notice,  and  he  accordingly  would  ask  Rev.  Dr. 
L.  T.  Chamberlain  to  prepare  a  sketch  of  his  life  and 
character. 

Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain  referred  to  interesting  corres- 
pondence with  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Chamberlain  of  Coonoor, 
Madras,  India,  and  on  her  motion  he  was  elected  an 
honorary  life  member. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  their  recom- 
mendation of  a  complete  list  of  officers  of  the  Association 
for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  by 
a  unanimous  vote  to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Association  for 
the  list  reported ;  which  was  done,  and  the  officers  elected 
were  duly  announced  by  the  President.  The  full  list  wil 
appear  at  the  end  of  this  pamphlet. 

Mr.  William  Chamberlain  asked  to  be  excused  from 
taking  the  office  of  Recording  Secretary  on  the  ground  of 
his  many  and  close  engagements,  but  the  assembly 
declined  to  release  him.  Miss  Jennie  C.  Watts  was 
elected  Assistant  Recording  Secretary. 

Professor  Ralph  C.  Ringwalt  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio, 
was  appointed  to  assist  Miss  Emma  Chamberlain  in  pre- 
paring a  Chamberlain  Bibliography. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  called  attention  to  the 
vote  of  the  Executive  Committee  recommending  that  the 
members  be  requested  to  have  their  family  records 
written  up  for  five  generations  past,  and  sent  to  the 
Assistant  Treasurer,  believing  that  this  would  add  very 


BRIGADIER-GENERAL  SAMUEL   E.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


much  to  the  interest  and  value  of  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Thereupon  such  action  was  declared  to  be  the 
sense  of  the  meeting,  and  blanks  were  authorized  to  be 
prepared  and  sent  to  members. 

The  President,  for  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
inquired  what  were  the  instructions  of  the  Association  as 
to  the  material  for  the  forthcoming  Annual  Report, 
deferred  by  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee.  There  was 
a  general  expression  that  this  be  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee  on  Publication. 

A  recess  was  then  taken,  and  light  refreshments  served. 

There  being  now  opportunity  for  speeches  the  President 
called  on  Hon.  Milton  Reed  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  who  re- 
sponded in  a  bright  and  witty  vein,  and  was  received  with 
much  applause.  Lieutenant  Remembrance  W.  Chamberlain 
of  Newburg,  Vermont  and  Mr.  Albert  Chamberlain  of 
North  Abington,  Mass.,  spoke  in  a  happy  manner.  General 
Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  then  entertained  the  assembly 
with  reminiscences  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  were  very 
much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  He  also  suggested  a  badge 
with  characteristic  emblems  for  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Mr.  Asa  W.  Chamberlain  emphasized  the 
importance  of  members  sending  in  their  family  genealogies 
for  past  generations  as  had  been  voted  to  do,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  the  President  be  earnestly 
requested  to  allow  a  biographical  sketch  of  his  career  to 
be  printed  in  the  forthcoming  annual  report.  Miss  Abbie 
Chamberlain  seconded  this,  saying  that  many  members 
had  requested  the  same  as  of  special  interest  and  value. 
She  then  put  the  question,  and  the  motion  was  unanimously 
carried.  The  President  said  that  a  mere  list  of  the  various 
attempts  he  had  made  to  do  something  in  life  would  be  a 
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tedious  catalogue,  besides  being  dry  and  uninteresting, 
and  that  he  was  unwilling  to  cumber  the  records  of  the 
Association  with  matter  of  so  little  value. 

Miss  Laura  B.  Chamberlain  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  W. 
Chamberlain  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  transmitting  papers  of 
historic  interest  to  be  presented  to  the  Association,  and  it 
was  voted  to  accept  thepaperswith  thanks  tothe  donor,  and 
to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Historical  Committee. 

During  these  exercises  Mrs.  M.  E.  Austin,  of  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  and  Miss  Bertha  C.  Chamberlain  several  times 
favored  the  assembly  with  choice  songs,  which  were 
received  with  appreciation  and  delight.  At  the  close  the 
company  joined  in  singing  "My  Country  'Tis  of  Thee", 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  this 
meeting,  the  President  made  a  few  closing  remarks, 
speaking  most  eloquently  of  the  flag  given  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  by  Colonel  Henry  H.  Adams,  which  had 
adorned  the  room  at  this  meeting,  and  of  the  clearer  and 
fuller  meaning  of  our  flag  since  the  war  for  the  Union, 
now  the  emblem  of  peace,  with  wide-world  influence, 
standing  for  the  righteous  purpose  of  a  people  whose 
chief  Executive  is  the  most  influential  and  honored  man 
in  the  world.  In  closing  the  President  pronounced  what 
seemed  to  all  present  like  a  benediction,  and  left  them 
more  proud  than  ever  of  the  noble  man  who  presided 
over  their  reunions. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

(^From  the  minutes  and  papers  oti  the  Secretary's  table ^ 
September  13,  1905.) 

William  Chamberlain, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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mcefiitfls  of  tbc  executive  Commltfec. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Chamberlain  Associa- 
tion of  America  held  a  meeting  in  the  Tremont  building, 
Boston,  Saturday,  July  8,  1905,  at  1.30  p.  m.  Hon.  Loyed 
E.  Chamberlain  in  the  chair.  Miss  A.  M.  Chamberlain, 
Recording  Secretary,  pro  tern.  The  following  orders  were 
passed : 

That  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  be  held  Sept. 
13th. 

That  a  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  next  annual 
meeting,  consisting  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  have 
full  powers  in  the  matter  assigned. 

That  the  publication  of  the  Annual  Report  be  deferred 
until  after  the  September  meeting. 

That  the  Publication  Committee  shall  consist  of  the 
President,  Hon.  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain  and  Miss  A.  M. 
Chamberlain,  and  that  all  historic  material  sent  for  pub- 
lication shall  be  referred  to  this  committee. 

That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  seventy-five  dollars  be 
devoted  to  researches  in  genealogy  and  that  the  report  be 
submitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  three  weeks  before 
the  annual  meeting. 

That  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  seventy-five  dollars  be 
devoted  to  researches  in  history  and  biography  such  as 
shall  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

It  is  understood  that  the  above  amounts  of  money  do 
not  refer  to  the  general  fund  of  the  Society  but  to  the 
special  one  raised  last  year  through  the  personal  efforts  of 
Col.  H.  H.  Adams  at  the  annual  meeting. 


22 


That  all  bills  rendered  for  genealogical  and  historical 
researches  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  in  detail 
of  the  exact  nature  of  the  examination  made,  including 
names  and  events  examined. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
it  was  decided  to  hold  a  business  meeting  Sept.  13th  at 
the  Parker  House,  Boston,  with  an  excursion,  afterwards 
to  Nantasket  Beach.     The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

A.  M.  Chamberlain, 

Rec.  Sec.  Fro  tern. 

SECOND    MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  held  at  the  Parker 
House,  Boston,  September  thirteenth,  at  ten  a.  m.. 
Present :  Gen.  J.  L.  Chamberlain,  Hon.  Loyed  E.  Cham- 
berlain, Judge  William  T.  Forbes,  Miss  Abbie  M.  Cham- 
berlain, Mrs.  Sophia  A.  C.  Caswell  and  the  Recording 
Secretary,  William  Chamberlain.  Hon.  Loyed  E.  Cham- 
berlain presiding. 

General  Chamberlain  asked  if  the  funds  voted  for 
genealogical  work  at  the  meeting  of  July  eighth  were  to 
apply  to  the  1904-5.     And  it  was  so  ruled. 

The  question  was  raised  if  the  action  of  the  committee 
at  the  meeting  of  June  eighth,  required  the  approval  of 
the  full  Board,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  authority 
given  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was 
sufficient  to  cover  their  action  in  making  the  appropriations 
referred  to. 

Miss  Abbie  Chamberlain  reported  that  Mr.  George  W. 
Chamberlain  of  the  Genealogical  Bureau  had  accepted 
this  action  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  had  sent  in 
his  reports  and  accounts. 
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Miss  Chamberlain  also  reported  that  an  ebony  gavel 
had  been  given  to  the  Association,  and  she  had  had  it 
mounted  and  inscribed,  and  requested  approval  of  the 
bill  for  this  work  ;  which  was  voted. 

It  was  voted  to  recommend  to  the  Association  that  the 
members  procure  and  present  to  the  Association  the 
genealogy  of  their  families  for  five  or  more  generations, 
together  with  other  interesting  historical  data,  and  send 
the  same  to  the  Assistant  Treasurer  within  six  months. 
Voted  to  recommend  to  the  Association  that  Rev.  Dr. 
Jacob  Chamberlain  of  Madras,  India,  be  made  an  honor- 
ary life-member. 

Adjourned. 

William  Chamberlain, 

Recording  Secretary. 


Report  of  tbc  Corre$pon(Sin9  Secretary. 

As  we  glance  backward  on  the  formative  period  of  our 
Association,  when  we  were  striving  to  bring  together  the 
scattered  members  of  a  large  family,  and  unite  them  in 
one  Society,  our  hearts  are  gladdened  to  find  so  many 
responsive  members  in  different  and  distant  States,  who 
in  this  age  of  commmercialism  are  wiUing  "  to  lend  a 
hand,"  by  giving  time,  money,  and  labor  to  the  sentiment 
and  work  of  this  Society.  We  have  already  learned 
much,  but  we  look  for  greater  and  larger  fruits  of  inves- 
tigation as  time  goes  on.  Surprise  continues  to  deepen 
in  finding  what  a  numerous  family  the  Chamberlains  have 
been  and  are. 

At  the  annual  meeting  Aug.  19,  1904,  there  was  a 
large   representative   gathering    of  distant   members.     It 


was  evident  from  the  first  that  many  had  come  in  a  social 
as  well  as  patriotic  spirit,  having  participated  in  so  many 
fraternal  festivities  during  Encampment  week  that  this 
union  seemed  like  a  consummation  of  the  same,  with  the 
closer  bond  of  "kith  and  kin."  As  faces  old  and  young 
appeared  for  the  first  time  among  the  groups  of  charter 
members,  it  was  delightful  to  see  with  what  alacrity  they 
were  soon  chatting  with  new  found  cousins.  The  noon 
reception  proved  to  be  an  especially  happy  one.  When 
Col.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Adams,  of  New  York  City,  arrived, 
he  roused  the  members  to  enthusiasm  by  his  gift  to  each 
member  of  a  small,  lovely  silk  flag,  not  forgetting  the 
"  old  girls  "  of  80  years  at  home.  But  when  his  magnifi- 
cent gift  of  "Old  Glory"  w^as  unfurled,  the  whole 
assembly  rose  to  give  three  cheers  for  the  flag  and  the 
man  who  had  fought  for  it,  and  suffered  in  prison  for  its 
sake. 

Mr.  George  B.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  most  cordially 
invited  us  to  hold  our  annual  meeting  in  that  city,  but 
staid  New  Englanders  are  a  little  shy  of  meeting  in  a  city 
that  inaugurates  such  mammoth  strikes,  although  they 
seem  very  fond  of  the  Chicago  members. 

At  last  we  have  enrolled  two  members  from  old  Vir- 
ginia, and  hope  to  obtain  some  valuable  clues  from  that 
State. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  deaths  this  year  ;  also  several  have  been  prostrated 
for  months  on  beds  of  sickness  and  suffering.  Our  hearts 
go  out  to  them  all  with  tender  sympathy  and  remem- 
brance. The  sudden  death  of  one  of  our  officers  and  the 
former  Chairman  of  the  Genealogical  Committee,  Mr. 
Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain   of   New   York  City,   brings 
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sorrow  to  all.  We  have  sent  messages  of  sympathy  to 
his  wife,  and  shall  soon  send  one  to  India  to  his  beloved 
father  and  connections  there. 

The  letters  of  many  members  show  encouraging  interest 
in  our  Society.  We  return  thanks  to  those  friends  who 
have  sent  us  newspaper  clippings  and  photographs  of 
those  who  have  passed  away.  The  Executive  Committee 
voted  to  introduce  a  few  more  of  our  Vice  Presidents  to 
you  through  photographs  and  sketches  in  the  next  Annual 
Report. 

You  have  learned  that  this  Association  is  no  "rainbow 
scheme."  We  seek  definite  results.  How  many  present 
will  send  us  some  data,  anecdotes,  family  history  or  old 
Colonial  or  Revolutionary  photographs  of  early  homes  of 
their  ancestors  to  the  Historical  Committee  within  three 
months  ? 

When  and  how  shall  we  begin  to  publish  our  genealogy 
for  five  more  generations  ?  Will  all  members  aim  to  fill 
out  the  genealogical  charts  within  six  months  and  send  to 
the  Assistant  Treasurer,  to  be  filed  with  their  application 
papers?  Shall  we  begin  by  publishing  the  members  in  a 
branch  or  take  the  Society  as  a  whole  ?  Shall  we  have 
a  special  committee  to  see  and  report  the  wisest  course 
to  follow  ?  Let  us  all  aim  to  bring  about  practical  results 
this  year.  With  thanks  to  our  members  for  the  many 
kind  and  interesting  letters, 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain. 
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Report  of  m  Genealogical  Bureau  Secretary. 

Afr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — The  Genealos- 
ical  Bureau  of  the  Chamberlain  Association  was  organized 
and  established  b)'  the  Genealogical  Committee  of  the 
Association,  August  31,  1899,  '''^  years  ago.  During 
the  first  three  years  the  Bureau  was  under  the  direction 
of  the  Genealogical  Committee.  During  the  last  three 
years  the  Bureau  has  seemed  to  be  controlled  by  the 
Executive  Board. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Bureau  the  office 
of  Bureau  Secretary  was  created.  That  office  has  never 
been  an  elective  office  and  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
your  Genealogical  Committee  that  it  should  become 
elective.  At  the  time  the  Bureau  was  organized  the 
Genealogical  Committee  selected  me  to  take  charge  of 
the  Bureau  work  and  placed  me  under  their  special 
direction.  For  six  full  years  I  have  served  this  Associa- 
tion most  faithfully. 

At  times  the  work  has  been  very  burdensome.  In  my 
efforts  to  establish  the  ancestry  of  a  widely  differentiated 
membership,  I  have  frequently  had  to  resort  to  laborious 
and  painful  methods.  During  the  year  now  closing  I 
have  devoted  nearly  two  months  to  the  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. An  itemized  detailed  statement  of  each  day's 
work  was  forwarded  to  the  Executive  Board  three  weeks  ago. 
That  report  is  now  supplemented  by  two  other  reports. 

I  now  find  my  business  engagements  such  that  it  is 
impossible  to  continue  the  work  for  the  Association.  I 
cannot  afford  to  attend  to  the  exacting  demands  upon  the 
Bureau  longer  and  with  deep  regrets  I  hereby  resign  the 
office  of  Bureau  Secretary. 
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I  also  submit  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  Bureau  for  the  past  year,  by  which  it  appears 
that  I  have  an  unexpended  balance  of  ^19.65  in  my 
hands.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  deliver  this  balance  to  the 
person  designated  by  the  Association  to  receive  it,  or  if 
you  prefer  you  may  deduct  it  from  my  salary  for  the  past 
year.  I  also  herewith  deliver  to  the  Association  the 
Bureau  Books  and  Records. 

It  is  with  feeling  of  deep  grief  that  I  refer  to  the  death 
of  the  founder  and  most  generous  supporter  of  this  Bureau. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  last  July,  Jacob  Chester 
Chamberlain  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  noble  manhood 
passed  from  earth  v/ith  a  suddenness  that  is  appalling. 
Long  may  the  brilliant  son  of  a  distinguished  father  be 
held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  Chamberlain  Asso- 
ciation. 

With    most   pleasant  recollections    of  the   friendships 
formed  during  these  six  years  and  with  the  best  of  wishes 
for  your  continued  success  I  remain 
Most  sincerely, 

George  W.  Chamberlain, 

Bureau  Secretary. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  13,  1905, 


Weymouth,  Mass.,  August  23,  1905. 
The  Chamberlain  Association, 

To  George  W.  Chamberlain,  Dr. 

For  services  as  Bureau  Secretary  of  the  Cham- 
lain  Association  as  appears  by  the  accom- 
panying statement  from  September  i,  1904 
to  September  i,  1905,  $75.00 
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Report  of  tbc  treasurer. 

Iti  account  with  the  Chamberlain  Association. 
From  August  19,   1904  to  September  13,   1905, 
1904.  Dr. 

Aug.   19.     Balance  on  hand, 

Subscriptions  at  meeting, 

Yearly  fees, 

New  members, 

Subscription, 

Stamps, 

Sale  of  reports, 

1904.  Cr. 

Aug.   19.     Two  luncheon  tickets, 

Sept.  30.     Frank     Wood    printing    notices    of 

meeting  1904, 
1905. 
Jan.    19.     Mr.  Geo.  W.  Chamberlain, 

Bureau  Sec.  $150  ($5.00  contributed) 

Paper,  envelopes,  postage. 

Collections  on  checks, 
Aug.  3.       Frank     Wood     printing    notices     of 
meeting  1905, 

Express, 

Boston  Regalia  Co.  mounting  gavel, 

$180.95 
Balance  in  hands  of  Assistant  Treasurer,  5300.04 
Sophia  A.  C.  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 


$88.64 
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necrology. 

The  Association  has  lost  by  death  the  following  mem- 
bers not  before  reported : 

Orin  S.  Chamberlain,  Chicago,  111.,  d.  February,  1902. 

Rev.  Moses  Mellen  Martin,  D.  D.,  Ovid,  Mich.,  d.  Sept.  18,  1902. 

Mr.  Stillman  W.  Chamberlain,  Braintree,  Mass.,  d.  Sept.  20,  1903. 

Mrs.  Eliza  M.  C.  Kennedy,  Watertown,  Mass.,  d.  Sept.  21,  1903. 

Miss  Charlotte  A.  Jewell,  Hartford,  Conn.,  d.  Oct.  23,  1903. 

Mr.  Ward  B.  Chamberlain,  Lynn,  Mass.,  d.  Nov.  14,  1903. 

Mr.  Isaac  W.  Chamberlin,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  d.  Dec.  15,  1904. 

Mr.  Nahum  B.  Chamberlain,  Jamaica  Plains,  Mass.,  d.  Jan.  11, 1905. 

Col.  Charles  A.  Jewell,  Hartford,  Conn.,  d.  Jan.  25,  1905. 

Mr.  Almond  W.  Chamberlain,  Harbor  Beach,  Mich.,  d.  Jan.  30, 1905. 

Mr.  Newell  C.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  d.  Feb.  10,  1905. 

Mr.  John  Chamberlain  Ordway,  Concord,  N.  H.,  d.  Apr.  23,  1905. 

Mark  A.  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  Winthrop,  Iowa,  d.  July  3,  1905. 

Mr.  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  New  York  City,  d.  July  28,  1905. 

Stillman  W.  Chamberlain  was  born  at  New  Salem,  Mass., 
June  12,  1829.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  moved  to 
Greenfield,  where  he  united  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  an  honored  member  and  officer  of  that  church  wher- 
ever he  lived.  Later  he  resided  in  Somerville  and  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Boston  for  twenty-two  years.  He 
naturally  possessed  considerable  mechanical  skill,  and  his 
patents  in  the  culinary  department  were  well-known  in 
Massachusetts.  He  was  an  earnest  Christian  ;  a  man  of 
strong  integrity  of  character ;  affectionate  and  tender  in 
his  family  relations,  and  much  esteemed  in  the  commun- 
ity in  which  he  lived.  The  last  four  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  with  his  family  and  only  son,  Mr.  Edward  A. 
Chamberlain,  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  who  is  a  member  of 
this  society. 
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Charlotte  A.  Jewell  was  born  in  Winchester,  N.  H., 
September  20,  1836.  In"  1845  she  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  she  lived  and  died.  The 
last  thirty-six  years  of  her  life  she  made  it  her  home  with 
her  brother,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Jewell,  and  his  family.  She 
was  a  loyal  Alumna  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College,  a  Daughter 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  a  charter  member  of  this 
Association.  Among  the  many  and  loving  tributes  to  her 
memory  we  make  a  few  extracts  from  that  of  her  pastor  : 

In  the  death  of  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Jewell,  the  circle  of 
those  interested  in  the  philanthropic  activities  of  the  city, 
suffer  a  keen  loss.  Always  a  comrade,  and  often  a  leader 
in  Christian  work,  she  had  made  a  large  place  for  herself 
in  the  plans  of  those  who  serve,  and  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  minister.  Her  faith,  deep,  simple  and  strong,  was 
the  power  which  wrought  good  and  accomplished  valued 
service.  The  eternal  verities  were  to  her  real ;  they  were 
her  support  in  trial,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow,  and 
they  became  the  rod  and  the  staff  of  her  comfort.  They 
chastened  her  living  into  beauty ;  they  supplied  unto 
word  and  deed,  strength.  Unto  us  they  are  clearer  and 
stronger  because  we  knew  her,  and  with  us  remains, 
through  them,  a  surer  trust  in  the  Christian's  victory. 

Isaac  W.  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Adams  Co.,  Pa., 
December  9,  1838,  but  moved  to  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
where  he  resided  for  forty  years.  He  died  soon  after  his 
brother  D.  J.  Chamberlin.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
served  in  Company  A,  135th  Indiana  Infantry.  In  later 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  John  Logan  Post,  No.  3,  G. 
A.  R.  For  years  he  was  identified  with  and  an  officer  in 
the  St.   Paul's  Methodist   Church.     A   man   of  generous 
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impulses,  kindly  disposition,  an  upright  honorable  citizen, 
and  a  Christian  gentleman,  his  life  was  full  of  industry, 
and  he  was  much  esteemed  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 

Nahum  B.  Chamberlain  was  born  November  13,  1841, 
a  native  of  Mansfield,  Maine.  Early  in  life  he  moved  to 
Massachusetts  and  became  identified  with  the  B.  F.  Stur- 
tevant  Co.  in  1859.  He  was  more  or  less  connected  with 
this  firm  for  forty-six  years.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  24th  Mass. 
Volunteers,  and  served  without  intermission  until  its 
close.  Later  he  resumed  business  with  Mr.  Sturtevant, 
who  had  married  his  sister.  In  1866,  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass., 
and  for  years  was  a  deacon  in  that  church,  a  superintend- 
ent of  its  Sabbath  School,  and  active  in  other  religious 
work.  He  was  a  member  of  the  John  A.  Stevenson  Post, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Roxbury,  of  the  Eliot  Club,  of  Boston  Lodge 
134,  R.  H.,  and  before  his  death  was  re-elected  president 
by  the  24th  Regimental  Association  of  Massachusetts. 

Newell  Chamberlain  was  born  April  6,  182  i,  in  West- 
boro,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  his  early  life.  Later  he 
became  associated  with  his  brother,  George  D.  Chamber- 
lain, in  business  in  Brighton  for  many  years,  under  the 
name  of  N.  &  G.  D.  Chamberlain.  A  delightful  feature 
of  his  life  was  the  strong  family  ties,  which  united  the 
two  brothers  and  their  families  both  living  for  over  forty 
years  in  a  double  house.  Mr.  Chamberlain  moved  to 
Cambridge  in  1864,  where  he  afterwards  made  it  his 
home,  becoming  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  city, 
serving  as  an  alderman  in   188 1.     In  politics,  he  was  a 
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strong  republican,  and  never  failed  to  cast  his  vote  at 
every  election.  He  was  especially  happy  in  his  unbroken 
family  circle,  consisting  of  four  generations.  He  left  a 
widow,  seven  children,  sixteen  grandchildren  and  four 
great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  much  respected  and 
beloved  member  of  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church,  join- 
ing the  little  self-sacrificing  band  at  Hope  Chapel,  when 
they  planned  and  founded  the  present  Pilgrim  Church. 
His  death  was  a  loss  to  the  city,  to  the  church  and  to 
the  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  of  which  he  was  an  honored 
member,  and  to  John  A.  Logan  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Many 
loving  and  beautiful  tributes  were  paid  to  his  memory  by 
his  family  and  friends. 

He  was  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Caswell,  our  Assistant  Treas- 
urer. 

John  Chamberlain  Ordway,  was  born  January  30, 
1839,  ^t  Concord,  N.  H.  He  was  the  only  son  of  Capt. 
John  C.  and  Louisa  W.  Ordway.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  and  private  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  in 
Hopkinton  Academy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  became 
a  telegrapher,  and  rapidly  rose  to  be  the  manager  of  the 
Northern  Line  of  Telegraph  in  Boston ;  he  continued  in 
this  position  until  the  lease  of  the  Company's  interests  to 
the  Western  Union  Company  in  1866.  He  remained  with 
them  till  he  resigned  to  take  charge  of  the  motive  power 
and  rolling  stock  department  of  the  Lake  Shore  and 
Michigan  Southern  Railway  Co.,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for 
thirteen  years ;  his  health  failing,  he  returned  to  his 
native  city,  which  he  served  in  many  ways.  He  was  an 
alderman  ;  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  ;  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  New  Hampshire  Historical   Society 
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since  i8gi  ;  for  years  he  was  State  Registrar  of  the  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  ;  for  two  years  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mercial Club,  and  for  many  years  an  officer  in  the  New 
Hampshire  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  Ordway  was  one  of  our  widely  useful  citizens,  who 
gave  much  time,  thought  and  energy  to  the  consideration 
of  the  needs  of  the  city,  and  who,  by  reason  of  service  in 
the  Board  of  Education  and  the  City  Council,  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  see  many  of  his  excellent  ideas  carried 
into  effect.  He  was  one  of  those  who  contributed  to  the 
Stirling  "  History  of  Concord,"  published  in  our  semi- 
centennial year,  in  which  his  chapters  on  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  the  city  formed  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting portions  of  the  work,  clear  and  charming  in  diction 
and  full  and  accurate  in  facts. 

Charles  A.  Jewell  was  born  in  Winchester,  N.  H.,  March 
29,  i84i,the  youngest  son  of  Pliney  and  Emily  A.  Jewell. 
In  1846  his  parents  removed  to  Hartford  and  in  later 
years  the  family  became  a  prominent  one  in  Connecticut. 
When  Mr.  Jewell  graduated  at  the  High  School,  he  entered 
the  Leather  Belting  Factory  of  P.  Jewell  &  Sons,  and  later 
became  a  partner  and  its  treasurer  ;  also  of  the  Jewell  Pin 
Company.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  Adjutant  of  the 
2 2d  Regiment,  and  served  until  it  was  mustered  out.  He 
was  a  Director  of  the  City  Bank,  of  the  Hartford  Chemical 
Company,  a  member  of  the  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Vice  President  of  the 
Hosmer  Choral  Union,  a  member  of  the  Central  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  for  years  superintendent  of  its 
Sabbath  School.  He  w'as  a  President,  a  strong  promoter, 
and  leading  factor  in  the  management  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
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of  the  city,  giving  it  moral  and  financial  aid  ;  a  member  of 
the  City  Guards,  of  the  Army  Club,  and  Vice  President  in 
1896.  He  was  an  aide  on  his  brother,  Gov.  Marshall 
Jewell's  Staff,  (this  brother  was  once  Minister  to  Russia 
and  Postmaster-General  under  Gen.  Grant).  Col.  Jewell 
was'a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  of  Robert  O.  Tyler 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hartford,  and  of  the  Republican  Club, 
a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of  Washington  Commandery, 
No.  I,  Knight  Templars  and  of  Sphinx  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  "  He  was  eminently  social  and 
delighted  in  doing  good,  and  his  life  was  one  continual 
round  of  kindly  speech  and  action."  His  wife  (one  of 
our  members)  survives  him. 

Mark  Andrew  Chamberlain,  was  born  in  Thetford, 
Orange  Co.,  Vt.,  October  21,  1829,  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  His  father,  Joseph  Chamberlin,  was  a 
veteran  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  parents  were  of  the 
strictly  New^England  Puritan  type.  His  early  education 
was  in  the  common  schools  of  Vermont,  and  he  graduated 
at  Thetford  Hill  Academy.  It  was  during  that  period 
that  he  formed  the  habit  of  deep  thought  on  theological 
questions  and  of  things  which  pertain  to  the  welfare 
and  uplifting  of  humanity ;  a  trait  which  was  one  of 
his  marked  characteristics.  He  later  studied  medicine. 
In  1866,  he  located  in  Northfield,  Minn.,  and  in  i860, 
he  was  the^;Republican  Representative  from  that  town 
in  the  Minnesota  Legislature.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Eighth  Minnesota  Infantry  Volunteers,  with  which 
he  served  as  hospital  steward  and  surgeon.  His  regiment 
was  stationed  in  Minnesota  to  guard  against  Indian 
outbreaks.     In    1864,  his  regiment    was   ordered    South 
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where  he  served  with  them  through  the  war.  After- 
wards, he  settled  in  Winthrop,  Minn.,  where  he  built  up  a 
large  practice  and  was  held  in  great  esteem,  being 
honored  with  many  town  offices.  He  was  always  an 
active  Mason  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  an  officer  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  In  i88g,  he  removed  to  California  to  gain 
relief  from  asthma.  In  1897,  he  returned  to  Winthrop, 
and  made  it  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  George 
Spangler,  where  he  ended  his  days  among  relatives  and 
friends,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  and  Grand  Army 
honors.  "  In  the  death  of  Dr.  Chamberlain  there  passed 
away  a  loving  father,  a  true  friend,  a  good  soldier,  an 
upright  citizen,  one  who  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  was 
honourable  and  worthy  of  trust." 
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Personal  Records. 

Rev.  Leander  TroTvhridge  Chamberlain,  D.D. 

Five  Chamberlains  came  from  Old  England  to  New 
England  between  1630  and  1650— Henry,  Richard, 
Thomas,  Edmund,  William  —  and  from  the  last  named, 
six  generations  removed,  comes  my  descent.  The  ances- 
try of  the  five,  or  any  of  them,  has  not  yet  been  traced 
beyond  the  seas. 

My  father  was  Eli  of  Westboro,  Mass.,  born  in  1789  — 
his  line  being  Daniel,  Ebenezer,  Jacob,  to  William,  who 
appears  to  have  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Woburn,  Mass., 
and  who  probably  married  there  about  1648.  In  his 
early  manhood,  having  married  Achsah,  daughter  of  Jon- 
athan Forbes,  also  of  Westboro  —  his  line  being  Jonathan, 
Jonathan,  to  Daniel  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  who  married 
there  in  1660  —  my  father  moved  to  West  Brookfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1858. 

The  Forbeses  were  of  Scotch  descent,  and  thus  the 
happy  marriage  was  in  line  with  the  famous  "  Act  of 
Union,"  which  had  joined  England  and  Scotland  a 
hundred  years  before. 

Born  September  26,  1837,  tenth  child  and  seventh  son, 
I  was  brought  up  in  the  same  industrious  frugality  which 
had  belonged  to  all  the  family's  life  on  the  small  and 
rocky  farm.  Yet  the  frugality  was  sweetened  by  genuine 
affection  and  lightened  by  abounding  good  cheer.  Out 
of  the  stern  realities  imagination  wrought  endless  and 
fascinating  pictures.  Even  the  old  wind-swept  school- 
house  into  which  the  snows  of  winter  sifted,  and  in  and 
out  of  which  the  summer's  squirrels  ran  at  will,  was  the 
trysting-place  of  dreams  and  hopes  and  resolves.     There 
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the  inspirations  of  the  home  were  turned  to  good  account 
in  the  ways  of  study ;  and  thence,  through  teachers  of 
none  too  liberal  culture,  came  glimpses  of  learning's 
higher  realms.  I  have  fond  and  reverent  memories  of 
the  old  weather-beaten  schoolhouse,  though  the  place 
where  it  stood  is  no  longer  traceable. 

In  1854,  having  gained  fifteen  dollars  by  extra  work 
and  self-denial,  I  was  permitted  to  go  to  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  for  a  fall  term  in  the  classical  department,  on 
condition  that  I  earned  my  board  while  there.  The  Latin 
recitations  smacked  of  college,  and  I  dreamed  my  dreams 
anew.  Then,  until  the  next  autumn,  I  worked  on  the 
farm,  thinking  much  of  Elihu  Burritt  and  his  studies  at 
the  forge,  yet  without  a  moment's  chance  to  follow  his 
example.  In  1855  I  returned  to  Andover  for  a  second 
fall  term.  Then  and  there  it  dawned  on  me  that  if,  by 
any  possibility,  I  could  make  up  the  missing  three  terms 
of  Latin  and  two  of  Greek,  the  distance  to  college  would 
be  shortened  by  a  whole  year.  The  prospect  was  entranc- 
ing. I  fairly  ate  the  books  of  grammar  and  text  alike, 
nor  revelator-wise  was  my  belly  made  bitter  thereby.  On 
the  tenth  day  of  the  term,  my  teachers  informed  me  that, 
in  each  language,  my  recitation  had  gained  the  highest 
mark.  Many  and  long  interruptions  followed,  and  it  was 
not  until  1859  that  I  entered  Yale. 

Having  been  valedictorian  at  the  Academy,  it  came  to 
me  that  my  fellow  Phillipians  were  saying  that  I  was 
likely  to  win  a  similar  position  in  college.  With  pleasure 
I  recall  that  the  poor  temptation  to  "study  for  a  mark" 
was  wholly  put  aside ;  so  that,  during  the  four  college 
years,  I  never  asked  for,  nor  knew,  my  "  stand  "  ;  reckon- 
ing myself,  meantime,  free  to  read  considerably,  practice 
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writing,  take  frequent  part  in  debates,  hold  active  mem- 
bership in  the  Glee  Club,  have  fair  share  in  athletics,  and 
be  earnestly  occupied  in  the  religious  life  of  both  class 
and  college.  Naturally,  that  made  both  valedictory  and 
De  Forest  gold  medal  the  more  welcome,  when  at  last 
they  came. 

In  the  early  part  of  1862  occurred  an  event  which  had 
unexpected  results.  Three  or  four  of  us  were  expressing 
to  each  other  our  disapproval  of  the  Faculty  for  their 
customary  declining  to  make  Washington's  birthday  a 
holiday.  It  was  suggested  that  I  should  beg  Professor 
Thacher  to  use  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  concession. 
The  Professor  replied  that  if  there  was  anything  special 
and  appropriate  to  do,  possibly  the  holiday  might  be 
given.  Thereupon  it  was  planned  that  a  beautiful  flag 
should  be  presented  to  Mrs.  Admiral  Foote,  whose  father 
was  then  the  largest  giver  to  Yale,  and  whose  gallant 
husband,  having  assisted  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Henry 
and  Donelson,  had  been  severely  wounded  in  an  engage- 
ment on  the  Mississippi.  The  four  classes  united  in 
requesting  me  to  present  the  flag  in  behalf  of  the  college- 
The  Faculty  joined  in  the  presentation  exercises,  and  the 
local  papers  reported  the  event.  Later,  when  Admiral 
Foote  returned  to  New  Haven,  he  welcomed  me  to  a 
personal  friendship,  whose  tenderness  and  strength  were 
my  constant  delight  and  wonder.  He  had  learned  that  I 
was  dependent  on  my  own  exertions  for  my  education, 
and  it  occurred  to  him  that  if,  on  graduation,  I  took 
service  as  an  officer  in  the  navy,  it  might  both  gratify  my 
patriotism  and  help  my  finances.  Of  his  plan  concerning 
me,  however,  I  knew  nothing.  To  my  unbounded  amaze- 
ment, I  received,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  from  the  Hon. 
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Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  commission  as 
Assistant  Paymaster,  with  a  postscript  saying  that  the 
date  of  actual  service  was  at  my  own  option.  The 
appointment  had  been  made  at  Admiral  Foote's  personal 
request. 

Immediately  after  commencement,  I  was  assigned  to 
the  "Fredonia,"  then  at  Callao,  on  the  Peruvian  coast,  as 
Paymaster  of  that  ship.  Later  I  was  made  Naval  Store- 
keeper and  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Pacific  squadron.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  I  had  saved  such  an  amount  in  gold 
coin  as,  with  the  high  premium  on  gold,  would  pay  all  my 
indebtedness  for  my  education,  and  enable  me  to  begin 
professional  studies.  A  man  of  standing  in  the  diplo- 
matic service  of  our  country  was  returning  from  Peru. 
He  took  the  gold,  sold  it  in  New  York,  and  spent  it  in  its 
entirety.  Thus  I  was  obliged  to  remain  a  year  and  a  half 
longer,  to  make  up  some  part  of  my  loss.  I  may  here 
add  that  not  very  long  after  I  left  the  "Fredonia,"  an 
earthquake  rent  the  ground  beneath  the  harbor  of  Arica 
where  she  was  anchored,  and  she  herself  was  swallowed 
up  with  every  soul  on  board. 

In  New  Haven,  in  the  spring  of  1867,  I  began  Hebrew, 
with  four  weeks'  instruction  by  a  private  tutor.  At  the 
end  of  eleven  weeks  I  passed  unconditioned  the  regular 
examinations  in  both  Hebrew  and  New  Testament  Greek, 
for  the  middle  year  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Ando- 
ver.  Three  months  previous  to  my  graduation  in  1869, 
I  was  called  to  the  New  England  Church  in  Chicago, 
Two  years  and  three  months  after  my  Chicago  pastorate 
began,  the  "Great  Fire"  swept  away  house,  church  build- 
ing, chapel,  mission  chapel,  and  every  home  of  my  large 
congregation.     During  the  succeeding  winter,  I  was  Super- 


40 

intendent  of  Relief  for  the  burned  district,  dispensing 
food,  fuel  and  clothing  to  upwards  of  thirty  thousand 
destitute  people.  Remaining  with  the  New  England 
Church  until  the  noble  church  building  had  been  amply- 
restored,  and  the  church  itself  reestablished  in  its  full 
strength,  I  went  in  1876  to  the  Broadway  Church  in 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  after  seven  years  there,  to  the 
Classon  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in  Brooklyn. 

Resigning  my  Brooklyn  pastorate,  I  married,  on  Decern 
ber  30,  1890,  Frances  Lea,  only  and  gifted  daughter  of 
the  renowned  scientist,  Isaac  Lea,  LL.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
My  felicity,  so  far  above  my  desert,  was  broken  by  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Chamberlain  in  the  spring  of  1S94. 

Since  the  resigning  of  the  Brooklyn  church,  I  have 
taken  no  pastorate,  but  have  devoted  myself  to  the  unpaid 
service  of  such  causes  as  appeared  most  to  need  my  help. 

In  1895  I  took  part  in  the  great  movement  in  behalf  of 
the  survivors  of  the  Armenian  massacres,  and  drafted  a 
remonstrance  to  the  Sultan,  which  was  forwarded  by  the 
Evangelical  Alliance  for  the  United  States. 

In  1896  it  was  my  privilege  to  help  in  organizing  and 
carrying  through  the  famous  Arbitration  Conference  in 
Washington,  with  reference  to  a  system  of  arbitration 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain.  The  Olney- 
Paunceforte  treaty  failed  in  the  Senate,  by  a  lack  of  one 
vote,  yet  it  is  certain  that  the  conference  gave  permanent 
impulse,  in  both  countries,  to  a  sentiment  and  purpose  in 
favor  of  arbitration. 

Eight  years  ago  I  aided  in  organizing  the  Philafrican 
League,  which  had  for  its  object  such  a  mission  in  Africa 
as  should  peacefully  and  effectively  oppose  the  internal 
slavery  and  slave  trade,  and  should  best  resist,    among 
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the  natives,  the  prevailing  licentiousness,  drunkenness, 
witchcraft  and  polygamy.  Such  a  mission,  humane  and 
now  practically  self-supporting,  was  established  in  the 
Angola  country,  West  Africa,  under  the  personal  leader- 
ship of  Heli  Chatelain,  one  of  the  most  gifted,  devoted, 
and  heroic  of  men.  To  that  noble  mission  I  have  given 
freely  of  time  and  toil  and  money. 

In  1899,  and  subsequent  to  the  great  movements  of 
the  churches  and  missionary  societies  in  aid  of  the  famine 
sufferers  in  India,  I  organized  a  further  and  simply  phil- 
anthropic effort  in  behalf  of  those  famished  people.  The 
result  was  not  far  from  a  half  million  dollars,  so  distributed 
in  India  as  to  be  the  means  of  saving  scarcely  less  than 
two  hundred  thousand  lives. 

Throughout  the  years  since  1894,  I  have  been  greatly 
interested  in  two  scientific  undertakings.  One  of  these 
undertakings  has  been  the  making  of  an  extensive  and 
typical  collection  of  gems,  in  the  National  Museum  in 
Washington,  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Chamberlain  and  her  distin- 
guished father.  I  have  sought  to  make  the  collection,  in 
both  its  material  and  arrangement,  of  the  highest  practical 
value  to  the  student,  as  well  as  most  pleasing  to  the  mere 
observer.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  this  collection  is  already 
among  the  largest  and  'most  illustrative  of  the  gem  exhibits 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  especially  rich  in  the  precious 
stones  of  our  own  country. 

The  other  scientific  task  has  been  the  making  of  a 
collection  of  American  Eocene  Fossil  Shells,  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  — this  also  in  honor 
of  Mrs.  Chamberlain  and  her  father.  These  fossils  belong 
to  the  early  tertiary  period,  when  the  extent,  the  form,  of 
this  continent  was  not  yet  fixed,  and  when  the  mountain 
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ranges  were  still  in  formation.  They  are  found  chiefly  in 
the  depths  of  the  clay  beds  of  the  Gulf  States.  By 
sending  out  annual  expeditions  of  discovery  and 
collection,  I  have  secured  and  placed  on  exhibition 
more  than  three  thousand  species  and  more  than  fifty 
thousand  specimens.  Both  these  undertakings  are  still  in 
progress. 

These  things,  along  with  authorship,  official  duties, 
sermons,  addresses,  efforts  in  behalf  of  civil  service  reform 
and  social  betterment,  and  the  observance  of  the  general 
amenities,  keep  me  fairly  busy. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  my  present  official 
positions  :  President  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  for  the 
United  States;  President  of  the  Philafrican  League; 
President  of  the  Thessalonica  Agricultural  and  Industrial 
Institute  in  Macedonia;  Vice  Chairman  of  the  National 
Committee  on  Arbitration  between  the  United  States  and 
other  countries;  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  American 
and  Foreign  Christian  Union ;  a  Director  of  the  National 
Armenia  and  India  Relief  Association. 

In  New  York  I  have  membership  in  the  Century  Asso- 
ciation, the  Authors  Club,  the  Yale  Club,  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  Society,  the  American  Geographical  Societ}',  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  the  Academy  of  Science, 
the  Torrey  Botanical  Club,  the  New  England  Society,  the 
Municipal  Art  Society,  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Associa- 
tion, the  Civic  Federation. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  my  published  books :  A  Short 
History  of  the  English  Bible;  A  Citizen's  Manual;  The 
State :  Its  Nature,  Origin  and  Function ;  The  Colonial 
Policy  of  the  United  States;  Patriotism  and  the  Moral 
Law;    The    Evolutionary    Philosophy;    Government   Not 
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Founded   in    Force ;    The   Suffrage   and   Majority    Rule ; 
The  True  Doctrine  of  Prayer. 
New  York,  1905. 

McKendree  Hypes  Chamberlin 

Was  born  at  Lebanon,  Illinois,  November  17,  1838.  His 
father,  Rev.  David  Chamberlin,  was  a  Vermonter,  and  his 
mother,  Susan  [Rankin]  Chamberlin,  a  Kentuckian. 

He  was  educated  in  McKendree  College,  graduating  in 
1859,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  received 
from  the  same  institution,  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts, 
in  1862.  In  1 86 1,  having  completed  the  course  in  the 
Law  School  of  Harvard  University,  he  received  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  In  1896  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  Grant  University, 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  in  1905  he  received  the 
same  degree  from  the  University  of  Illinois. 

He  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss  Helen  Lemyra  Dana 
—  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Massachusetts  family  of  that 
name. 

He  practiced  law  for  a  time  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
and,  subsequently,  at  Beardstown,  Illinois,  at  which  latter 
place  he  edited  the  "  Central  lUinoian,"  advocating  the 
election  of  General  Grant  during  his  iirst  candidacy  for 
President. 

In  1872  he  was  appointed,  by  the  Illinois  State  Repub- 
lican Convention,  Grant  elector  for  the  Twelfth  Congres- 
sional District  of  that  state.  In  his  canvass  he  made  a 
speech  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  which  led  the  State  Central 
Committee  to  urgently  insist  on  his  making  the  race  for 
Congress,  in  that  district,  against  a  democratic  majority 


44 

of  nearly  5,000  votes.  He  retired  from  the  electoral 
ticket,  entered  upon  an  arduous  canvass  —  still  remem- 
bered and  spoken  of  by  the  people  of  that  District  —  and 
came  within  829  votes  of  an  election,  the  National  Execu- 
tive Democratic  Committee  having  expended  5i 0,000  to 
compass  his  defeat. 

He  was  Secretary  of  the  State  Railroad  Commission 
from  1876  to  1881. 

He  was  elected  President  of  McKendree  College  in 
1894. 

President  Chamberlin  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  twice  represented  that  organ- 
ization, as  a  lay  member  from  the  Southern  Illinois 
Conference,  in  the  Quadrennial  Sessions  of  the  General 
Conference  of  that  denomination  —  in  1896,  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  in  1900,  at  Chicago.  He  was  also  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Bishops  as  one  of  the  American  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  World's  Methodist  Ecumenical  Confer- 
ence, held  in  London,  England,  in  1891. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Illinois ;  is  one  of  the  three  Trustees  appointed  by  the 
Governor  for  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  and  a 
member  of  the  Rhodes  Scholarship  Commission  for  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

He  has  written  much  for  the  public  press,  and  is  the 
author  of  a  number  of  pamphlets  on  educational  and 
other  subjects. 

At  the  time  of  his  coming  to  the  head  of  his  Alma 
Mater — the  oldest  college  of  higher  education  in  the 
state  —  it  was  burdened  by  a  debt  of  many  years'  standing 
which  imperiled  its  existence.  That  incumbrance  has 
been   removed,   the   property  revamped  and  modernized 
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and  the  equipment  enlarged,  the  courses  of  study  stripped 
of  all  superficial  work,  and  $100,000  have  recently  been 
added  to  the  endowments  of  the  institution. 

Dr.  Chamberlin  is  an  ardent  adherent  of  the  classical 
course  ;  has  no  sympathy  with  the  successful  effort,  in  too 
many  of  the  institutions  of  eliminating  the  Greek  from 
courses  of  college  study,  and  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that 
over  seventy-six  per  cent  of  McKendree's  students  are 
pursuing  the  classical  course. 

His  further  plans  for  the  college  are  comprehensive, 
claiming  that  its  long  history,  the  great  work  it  has  done 
for  education  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  the  high 
ideals  it  is  maintaining  as  an  institution  of  learning,  should 
commend  it  to  the  friends  of  education  everywhere,  while 
its  proximity  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis  makes  it  a  strategic 
point  of  such  importance  that  it  should  enlist  the  gener- 
ous benevolence  of  the  friends  of  higher  education. 

Professor  Thomas  Chrowder  Chamberlin. 

February  7,  1903,  a  remarkable  and  unusual  tribute 
was  paid  to  Professor  Thomas  Chrowder  Chamberlin  of 
Chicago  by  distinguished  geologists,  friends  and  associates 
in  presenting  his  bust  to  the  University  of  Chicago  where 
he  occupies  the  position  of  Head  of  the  Department  of 
Geology.  This  honor  was  conferred  in  recognition 
of  important  services  rendered  by  him  to  science  and  to 
the  world  as  a  geologist  and  educator,  and  also  in  recog- 
nition of  his  personal  worth.  Rarely  is  a  man  thus 
honored  during  his  lifetime. 

From  the  addresses  delivered  on  the  occasion  we  learn 
something  of  the  nature  and  character  of  his  researches. 
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After  some  preliminary  work  as  a  geologist  in  Wisconsin, 
he  became  director  of  its  official  Survey  in  1873  and 
conducted  it  to  its  close,  issuing  a  report  of  four  large 
volumes  to  which  he  made  important  contributions, 
notable  among  which  were  those  relative  to  ore  deposits 
and  to  glacial  formations.  The  contribution  on  the  lead 
and  zinc  ores  of  Wisconsin  showed  unusual  insight  into 
the  obscure  forces  involved  in  their  segregation  and  has 
come  to  be  regarded  as  a  masterpiece.  It  is  regarded  as 
a  very  important  contribution  to  science  because  the 
principles  involved  have  so  wide  an  application  to  ore 
deposits  in  other  regions.  Accepting  the  glacial  theory 
of  Agassiz,  Dr.  Chamberlin's  contribution  on  the  glacial 
deposits  was  the  inauguration  of  a  new  departure  in  the 
mode  of  inquiry  in  this  difficult  field,  and  this  has  since 
become  the  dominant  method  of  investigation.  The 
Wisconsin  work  was  followed  by  a  long  series  of  de- 
scriptive, analytical  and  philosophical  papers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  glaciation  in  the  northern  United  States,  Greenland, 
and  elsewhere.  These  have  been  published  largely 
under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  whose  glacial  investigations  have  been  chiefiy 
directed  by  him.  In  18S6  he  accepted  the  Presidency  of 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  which  he  held  for  five  years 
(1887  -  1892)  but  his  love  for  scientific  work  led  him  to 
return  to  it,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago, he  accepted  the  Headship  of  its  Geological  depart- 
ment and  resumed  his  scientific  investigations.  In  his 
studies  of  the  glacial  period,  he  came  to  feel  that  none  of 
the  explanations  of  the  cause  of  general  glaciation  were 
satisfactory,  and  entered  upon  a  protracted  series  of 
studies  relative  to  the  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  and 
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of  climatic  states  which  led  ultimately  back  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  origin  of  the  solar  system  and  related 
questions  of  cosmology,  and  to  a  reconsideration  of  the 
fundamental  dynamics  of  the  earth.  Out  of  this  has 
grown  not  only  an  elaborate  hypothesis  of  the  combination 
of  atmospheric  and  physiographic  agencies  concerned  in 
the  causation  of  glaciation  and  other  climatic  changes, 
but  a  new  hypothesis  of  the  origin  of  the  solar  system, 
the  planetesimal.  Starting  with  the  conceptions  of  that 
hypothesis,  he  has  developed  a  system  of  terrestrial 
dynamics  that  departs  in  many  vital  features  from  the 
system  which  has  heretofore  been  most  generally  adopted. 
These  have  been  outlined  in  part  in  the  Second  and 
Third  Year-Books  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  which, 
recognizing  the  importance  of  Dr.  Chamberlin's  investi- 
gations, has  made  a  special  grant  for  their  furtherance. 

Professor  Chamberlin  has  shown  remarkable  patience 
and  perseverance  in  his  work  as  investigator  and  has 
exhibited  unusual  command  of  those  powers  of  colloca- 
tion, discrimination  and  analysis  that  are  essential  to  the 
solution  of  difficult  and  complicated  problems.  The  con- 
tributions that  have  appeared  since  the  gift  of  the  bust 
seem  to  justify  fully  the  significant  token  of  esteem,  love 
and  confidence  which  was  manifested  by  so  unusual 
a  presentation. 

Professor  Chamberlin  was  born  near  Mattoon,  Illinois, 
in  1843.  His  father  was  an  native  of  Camden  County, 
North  Carolina.  He  has  three  brothers,  John  Nelson 
Chamberlin  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin ;  Joseph  Hanson  Cham- 
berlin, Lit.  D.,  Professor  in  Marietta  College,  Ohio,  and 
Reverend  James  Alexander  Chamberlin,  Ph.  D.,  Berkeley, 
California.     He    was    graduated    from    Beloit    College, 
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Wisconsin,  in  1866,  took  a  graduate  course  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  in  1868-69.  In  1878  he  was  sent  to 
Paris  by  a  special  act  of  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  to 
take  charge  of  the  educational  exhibits  of  that  state. 
While  in  Europe  he  made  a  special  study  of  the  Alpine 
glaciers.  In  1894  he  was  Geologist  to  the  Peary  relief 
party  and  made  a  special  study  of  the  glaciers  of  Green- 
land. He  is  senior  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Geology,  is 
the  author  of  numerous  scientific  contributions  and  a 
member  of  many  scientific  societies.  Seven  honorary 
degrees  have  been  conferred  upon  him,  as  follows :  Ph. 
D.,  University  of  Michigan,  and  University  of  Wisconsin, 
1882  ;  LL.  D.,  University  of  Michigan,  Beloit  College  and 
Columbian  University,  1887,  University  of  Wisconsin, 
1904;  Sc.  D.,  University  of  Illinois,  1905.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Chamberlain  Association  and  one 
of  its  Vice  Presidents. 

Hon.  Daniel  U.  Chamberlin. 

Hon.  Daniel  U.  Chamberlin,  one  of  the  original  signers 
of  the  call  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  Chamberlain  Soci- 
ety, a  charter  member  and  Vice  President,  was  born 
August  21,  1824,  on  Brattle  Street,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
After  completing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  city,  he  engaged  in  a  successful  manner  in  the  hard- 
ware business  for  over  twenty  years,  having  a  portion  of 
the  time  his  brother  George  and  his  son  Charles  associ- 
ated with  him.  In  186 1  he  became  a  director  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  the  city,  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
president  in  1882,  he  was  elected  to  fill  his  place.  In 
March,  1893,  he  became  the  president  of  the  Cambridge- 
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port  Savings  Bank.  In  January,  1886,  he  was  made  a 
director  and  president  of  the  Gas  Light  Company,  but 
owing  to  a  great  pressure  of  business,  he  resigned  in 
April.  He  was  considered  a  high  authority  and  expert 
in  financial  matters,  and  his  advice  and  cooperation  were 
eagerly  sought  by  business  and  philanthropic  societies  on 
account  of  his  marked  ability  and  integrity  of  character. 
He  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, and  Home  for  the  Aged,  and  an  active  director  of 
the  Board  of  Charities,  and  of  many  other  societies  in 
the  city.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of  several  important 
private  estates  left  in  trust,  —  a  charge  which  he  fulfilled 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  He  died  deeply  lamented  as 
one  of  the  most  active  and  useful  citizens  of  Cambridge. 

William  Nelson  Chamberlin. 

William  Nelson  Chamberlin  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
served  nearly  three  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
When  the  war  began  he  was  in  the  second  year  of  his 
college  course  at  Michigan  University.  He  enlisted  for 
the  war  in  September,  1862.  In  the  following  January 
he  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Seven- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  later  as  First  Lieuten- 
ant, and  was  in  active  duty  in  line  and  staff  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1868  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President  to  rank  as  Brevet  Major  of  United  States 
Volunteers.  Major  Chamberlin  comes  from  Colonial  and 
Revolutionary  stock.  Col.  Remembrance  Wright  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  was  among  his  forebears.  His  grand- 
father, Moses  Chamberlin,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary  Army,   and   was   with  the  expedition  to  Canada 
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under  Generals  Montgomery  and  Arnold,  and  was  present 
at  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Saratoga. 

Montague  Chamberlain. 

Montague  Chamberlain  was  born  in  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  on  April  5,  1844.  His  grandparents  were 
Loyalists  from  New  England  and  New  York, — his 
father's  people  settling  in  Nova  Scotia  and  his  mother's 
in  New  Brunswick.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Mattoon 
Chamberlain,  whose  father  was  appointed  by  the  British 
Government  as  Resident  Commissioner  in  charge  of  the 
Jamaica  Maroons  when  these  unruly  people  were  finally 
subdued  and  removed  to  Preston  (near  Halifax).  Samuel 
Chamberlain  came  to  New  Brunswick  in  1830  and  taught 
school  at  Stanley  and  Westfield  and  later  established  the 
Humberfield  Academy  in  St.  John.  One  of  his  pupils  at 
Westfield  was  Catherine  Stevens  (daughter  of  John 
Stevens  of  Grand  Bay),  who  afterward  became  his  wife. 

After  her  husband's  death,  which  occurred  when  her 
children  were  very  young,  Mrs.  Chamberlain  opened  a 
school  for  girls  and  at  this  school  her  son,  Montague, 
received  most  of  his  education,  although  he  spent  one 
year  at  the  Varley  School  and  part  of  another  in  the 
junior  department  of  the  Grammar  School. 

Before  he  was  fourteen  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
American  Telegraph  Company  as  a  messenger  and  after 
spending  about  a  year  at  this  work  was  taken  into  the  office 
of  Kenney,  Hawkins  &  Co.,  ship  chandlers.  Fred  Hawkins, 
of  this  firm,  was  an  English  trained  expert  accountant  and 
soon  had  young  Chamberlain  so  well  instructed  in  book- 
keeping that  he  was  given  full  charge  of  the  accounts. 
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The  firm  failed  soon  after  and  Chamberlain  obtained 
employment  elsewhere  as  a  book-keeper  and  when 
William  Elder  started  the  Morning  Journal  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  business  end  and  also  did  an  occasional 
turn  as  reporter.  In  1867,  he  joined  J.  &  W.  F.  Harrison, 
who  at  that  time  were  engaged  in  a  wholesale  flour  and 
provision  business  and  remained  with  them  until  their 
failure  in  1887.  After  closing  up  the  firm's  affairs  he 
moved  to  Boston  and  in  1889  entered  the  office  of 
Harvard  College  as  assistant  to  Frank  Bolles,  who  then 
was  Secretary  of  the  University  and  chief  executive  of 
the  college  office.  A  year  later  the  office  of  Recorder 
was  created  to  give  Chamberlain  a  distinctive  title.  At 
that  time  the  records  of  the  College,  the  Lawrence 
Scientific  School  and  the  Summer  School  were  kept  in 
one  office,  but  in  1893  this  work  was  divided,  a  separate 
office  was  opened  and  placed  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain  who  was  then  appointed  Secretary  of  the 
Scientific  School  and  Clerk  of  the  Summer  School. 

This  was  in  the  days  of  small  things  for  these  schools, 
but  they  gradually  improved  until  the  Scientific  School 
had  gained  a  roll  of  over  five  hundred  students  and  the 
Summer  School  about  one  thousand.  Professor  Shaler, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  both  schools  has  said,  "  The 
success  of  these  schools  has  been  largely  due  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  good  work  on  the  business  side  :  "  but  one 
factor  in  this  success  which  should  not  be  overlooked  was 
the  almost  fatherly  devotion  and  interest  shown  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain  to  each  student.  He  not  only  wrote  kind 
and  sympathetic  letters  to  those  who  sought  information 
about  Harvard,  but  when  the  student  reached  Cambridge 
he  soon  learned  to  confide  all  his  troubles  to  this  friend, 
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knowing  full  well  that  advice  and  help  would  be  freely 
and  disinterestedly  given. 

In  1900  he  withdrew  from  the  University  to  become  the 
Manager  of  the  New  England  Audit  Company  of  Boston, 
a  position  he  still  retains. 

During  his  life  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  had  many  interests 
outside  of  business.  Inheriting  a  love  for  out-door  things 
he  resolved  at  an  early  age  to  complete  a  list  of  the  birds 
and  mammals  of  New  Brunswick  which  had  been  begun  by 
his  father.  To  accomplish  this  he  first  undertook  a  sys- 
tematic study  of  the  birds  that  were  to  be  found  near  St. 
John  ;  but  being  unable  to  identify  a  majority  of  the 
species  by  their  appearance  in  the  field  and  there  being 
in  the  city  no  collection  of  birds'  skins  to  which  to  refer, 
nor  any  person  skilled  in  ornithology,  the  task  proved 
somewhat  laborious. 

His  field  studies  were  pursued  mainly  in  the  early  morn- 
ing hours,  between  daybreak  and  breakfast  time  during 
the  spring  months  and  early  summer  when  the  birds  are 
most  active.  Discovering  a  bird  whose  note  or  appearance 
was  not  familiar,  he  would  listento  its  song,  until  it  became 
familiar,  all  the  while  watching  the  bird's  habits  through 
a  glass;  and  finally,  if  the  plumage  and  form  had  not 
been  determined  with  accuracy,  the  bird  would  be  shot 
and  its  coloration  compared  with  the  descriptions  in  a  text 
book. 

A  good  deal  of  this  was  tedious  work,  for,  in  many 
families  of  birds  there  are  so  many  variations  —  sexual, 
seasonal  and  individual,  as  well  as  the  differences  between 
the  young  and  mature  plumage  —  that  even  experts  are  at 
times  puzzled  to  know  to  which  species  a  given  example 
belongs ;  and  when    Chamberlain   found   a  bird   with    a 
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familiar  song  and  flight  combined  with  many  ways  and 
tricks  of  an  old  friend,  yet  dressed  in  a  strange  garb,  the 
problem  of  its  identification  became  somewhat  compli- 
cated. Finally,  however,  the  list  was  completed  and  was 
published  in  1882  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Natural  History 
Society  of  New  Brunswick. 

A  Catalogue  of  the  Mammals  of  the  Province  appeared 
in  the  same  Journal  in  1884  and  was  followed  by  "  A  Cata- 
logue of  Canadian  Birds,  with  Notes  on  Distribution  and 
Breeding  Areas,"  and  "A  Systematic  Table  of  Canadian 
Birds,"  both  published  in  1887. 

Soon  after  he  went  to  Harvard  he  began  a  revision  of 
Nuttall's  Ornithology,  rewriting  the  descriptions  of  plumage, 
etc.,  and  adding  notes  on  recent  discoveries  which  brought 
the  information  to  date.  The  book  was  issued  in  1891 
and  has  since  gone  through  four  editions.  In  1892  he 
published  "  The  Birds  of  Greenland,"  but  he  was  little 
more  than  editor  of  this  work.  Andreas  Hagerup,  a 
Danish  engineer,  stationed  at  a  mining  camp  in  the 
southern  part  of  Greenland,  had  sent  him  some  notes  of 
birds  found  in  the  country  adjacent  to  the  mines.  These 
notes  were  written  in  Danish  and  a  literal  translation  into 
English  was  made  by  an  Icelander  who  was  a  student  at 
Harvard.  The  manuscript  thus  prepared  Chamberlain 
put  into  form  for  publication,  adding  numerous  notes  from 
data  obtained  by  other  observers. 

His  last  work  on  birds  was  a  reading  book  for  schools 
published  in  Toronto  in  1895,  and  entitled  "  Some  Cana- 
dian Birds." 

A  considerable  portion  of  his  field  studies  were  made 
during  vacations  and  holidays  which  he  spent  in  the 
woods    with    guides    and    camp    assistants    drawn    from 


54 

the  Indian  villages.  Some  of  these  men  were  old  friends, 
for  from  early  childhood  he  had  mingled  with  Indians 
camping  on  his  grandfather's  land  on  the  St.  John  River. 
The  closer  intimacy  of  camp  life  revealed  more  of  the 
attractive  side  of  the  Indian  nature  and  led  him  to  study 
their  traditions  and  language.  Notes  taken  during  these 
outings  were  finally  put  into  shape  for  printing  and,  in 
1899,  he  issued  a  "  Maliseet  Vocabulary"  and  began  a 
history  of  the  "  Wapanaki  League  "  which  is  now  about 
ready  for  publication.  He  has  published  a  short  account 
of  the  Penobscot  tribe  delivered  lectures  on  "The  Gram- 
matical Structure  of  the  Wapanaki  Dialects,"  and  "  The 
Aboriginal  Life  of  the  Wapanaki  Women,"  and  has 
contributed  a  series  of  papers  on  the  customs  and  tradi- 
tions of  the  Indians  of  New  Brunswick  to  "Acadiensis," 
—  a  quarterly  magazine  published  in  St.  John.  In  former 
years  he  read  a  number  of  papers  before  the  Natural 
History  Society  at  St.  John  and  contributed  frequently  to 
the  Nuttall  Bulletin,  The  Auk,  of  which  journal  he  was  at 
one  time  Associate  Editor,  Forest  and  Stream,  The 
Canadian  Naturalist  and  Sportsman  and  other  journals. 
He  also  read  a  paper  before  the  Harvard  Natural  History 
Society  on  "The  Song  Birds  of  New  England,"  and 
another  on  "The  Eastern  Birds  of  Prey." 

Early  in  life  he  became  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  many  years  before  leaving  St.  John  was 
actively  engaged  in  philanthropic  work.  For  nearly 
fifteen  years  he  served  as  a  vestryman  of  St.  Paul's 
Church  and  for  about  the  same  period  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  School.  He  organized  several  branches  of 
work  among  the  workingmen  and  women  of  the  parish, 
and  it  was  through  his  exertions  and  largely  by  contribu- 
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tions  from    his   purse  that  the  Mission    Church    of    St. 
Barnabas  was  erected. 

When  the  Church  Army  Association  was  organized  in 
the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts  he  was  elected  Secretary 
and  was  its  chief  executive  during  its  short  life.  At  its 
demise  he  continued  a  part  of  its  work  and  opened  a 
home  for  tramps,  giving  them  employment  in  a  wood 
yard  attached  to  the  house,  which  he  made  so  lucrative 
as  to  pay  all  expenses.  But  the  labor  of  superintending 
all  this,  added  to  his  college  work,  was  a  severe  physical 
strain  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  he  was  obliged  to 
yield  it  to  others. 

While  Secretary  of  the  Church  Army  he  wrote  several 
papers  on  its  work  and  aims  and  finally  gathered  them 
into  a  book,  having  added  a  short  history  of  the  rise  of 
the  Salvation  Army  and  the  Church  Army  of  England. 

To  be  a  soldier  was  one  of  his  boyish  desires,  for  he 
inherited  a  love  for  as  well  as  aptness  in  military  affairs. 
His  great  grandfather  fell  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg  and 
his  grandfather  was  in  the  fight  at  Ticonderoga,  although 
he  afterward  fitted  at  Yale  for  a  clergyman's  work  and 
spent  six  years  as  missionary  to  the  Iroquois.  The  love 
for  soldiering  came  out  again  in  the  clergyman's  son,  who 
for  many  years  took  an  active  part  in  the  Nova  Scotia 
Militia,  and  the  fighting  parson's  grandson  —  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  —  joined  the  St.  John  Volunteers  while  yet 
a  mere  boy,  and  although  he  entered  as  a  private,  his 
ability  as  a  drill  instructor  and  tactician  gained  for  him 
rapid  promotion  and  before  he  was  twenty-one  he  had 
attained  the  rank  of  captain  and  was  the  chief  drill 
master  of  his  regiment. 

During  his  residence  in  St.  John  his  name  was  on  the 
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roll  of  several  organizations —  religious,  scientific,  literary, 
social  and  athletic.  When  a  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  was 
established  there  he  was  initiated  into  its  mysteries  and 
he  is  also  a  Freemason  of  the  thirty-second  degree 
and  a  Knight  Templar  and  has  been  admitted  to  the 
Royal  Order  of  Scotland  (Masonic). 

He  was  a  subscribing  member  of  several  of  the  athletic 
organizations  at  Harvard  and  the  students  paid  him  the 
compliment  of  making  him  an  honorary  member  of  the  St. 
Paul's  Society,  the  Pi  Eta  Fraternity  and  the  Hasty 
Pudding  Club.  He  joined  the  Harvard  Chapter  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew  which  was  organized  in 
the  early  days  of  that  movement  and  he  still  retains  an 
active  interest  in  its  work  among  the  students. 

He  helped  to  organize  the  Victorian  Club  and  the 
Canadian  Club  of  Boston,  is  a  member  of  the  British 
Naval  and  Military  Veterans  and  the  British  Charitable 
Society,  and  is  Honorary  President  of  the  Harvard 
Canadian  Club,  which  held  its  first  meeting  in  his  room 
in  1890. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Ornithol- 
ogists' Union,  and  during  its  life  was  Honorary  Director 
of  the  Chamberlain  Bird  Club,  a  small  society  of  Cam- 
bridge boys  which  was  named  in  his  honor.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Nuttall  Ornithological 
Club  of  Cambridge  and  in  1886  was  presented 
with  life  membership  in  the  Natural  History  Society 
of  New  Brunswick  in  appreciation  of  his  interest 
in  the  society's  work  and  his  numerous  donations  to  its 
Museum. 

Of  late  years  he  has  devoted  some  of  his  spare  time  to 
the    interests  of   the  Indian  Industries  League  and  the 
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Actors'  Church  AlUance,  of  which  latter  society  he  served 
two  years  as  Treasurer. 

Hiram  Sanborn  Chamberlain. 

Hiram  Sanborn  Chamberlain  was  born  in  Franklin,  Port- 
age County,  Ohio,  August  6th,  1835,  and  was  educated  at 
the  Eclectic  Institute,  afterwards  Hiram  College,  Hiram, 
Ohio.  While  not  at  school,  with  the  exception  of  a  year 
spent  with  his  brother  in  Iowa,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  his  boyhood  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  teaching.  He  entered  the  service 
in  July,  186 1,  and  was  mustered  out  as  Captain  and  Assis- 
tant Quartermaster  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  8th, 
1865.  An  account  of  his  distinguished  military  record, 
extending  over  a  period  of  five  years,  is  given  below. 

On  leaving  the  service  he  at  once  engaged  in  the  iron 
and  coal  business  in  Knoxville,  and  has  followed  the  same 
general  line  of  work  to  the  present  time.  He  was  married 
September  4th,  1867,  to  Amelia  I.  Morrow  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  and  has  a  family  of  five  children,  all  living  at  this 
time  in  Chattanooga,  to  which  point  he  moved  with  his 
family  in  1871. 

Captain  Chamberlain  organized  the  Knoxville  Iron 
Company  in  1867,  which  is  still  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  prosperous  concerns  in  the  South.  In  1868,  in 
connection  with  General  John  T.  Wilder,  he  organized  the 
Roane  Iron  Company,  at  present  capitalized  at  one 
million  dollars,  of  which  he  is  President  and  one  of  the 
largest  stockholders.  He  is  also  President  of  the  Citico 
Furnace  Company,  which  he  organized  with  Edward 
Doud  in   1882.     He  is  President  of  the  Sale  Creek  Coal 
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Company,  Vice  President  of  the  New  Soddy  Coal  Com- 
pany and  of  the  Fox  Coal  Company,  Vice  President  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Chattanooga  and  director  in 
many  other  leading  banks  and  manufacturing  industries 
in  East  Tennessee. 

He  has  been  prominent  in  educational  and  charitable 
work  during  his  whole  business  life.  He  was  for  many 
years  President  of  the  School  Board  of  Chattanooga,  and 
is  now  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Grant 
University,  while  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been 
President  of  the  Associated  Charities  of  Chattanooga. 
He  has  a  beautiful  home  at  historic  Fort  Sheridan,  one  of 
the  outlying  fortifications  of  Chattanooga,  and  is  sur- 
rounded with  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  a  successful 
career. 

Army  Record  of  Hiram  S.  Chamberlain, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Entered  service  as  Private,  Co.  B,  2nd  Ohio  Vol. 
Cavalry,  August  24,  1861,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Promoted  Corporal  and  Battalion  Quartermaster 
Sergeant. 

Commissioned  2nd  Lieutenant,  July  7,  1862. 
ist  Lieutenant  February  23,  1863. 

Acting  Regtl.  Quartermaster,  June  to  August,  1863. 

Acting  Asst.  Quartermaster  of  Brigade  and  Carter's 
Cav.  Div.,  23d  Corps  Dept.  Ohio,  August  to  September, 
1863. 

Acting  Post  Quartermaster  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
September  8,  1863  to  May  8,  1864. 

Appointed  and  Commissioned  Captain  and  Asst. 
Quartermaster  U.  S.  Vols,  and  assigned  as  Post  Quarter- 
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master,  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  participating  in  the  following 
service  : 

Regt.  organized  at  Cleveland  and  Camp  Dennison, 
Ohio. 

Duty  at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  December  i,  1861  to 
January  27,  1862. 

Engaged  in  Scout  Duty  on  Missouri  Border,  January 
27,  to  February  18,  1862. 

Exp'n  to  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  February  18  to  March  2, 

Attached  to  Doubleday's  Brigade  Dept.,  Missouri,  to 
July,  1862. 

Skirmish  at  Independence,  February  22. 

Exp'n  to  Diamond  Grove,  Kansas,  April  15  to  May  7. 

Action  at  Horse  Creek,  May  7. 

Exp'n  into  Indian  Territory,  May  25  to  July  8. 

Grand  River,  June  6  ;  capture  of  Fort  Gibson, 
July  18. 

Bayou  Bernard  July  27,  attached  to  Salomon's  Brigade 
ist  Div.,  Army  Frontier,  July  to  August, 

Montevally  August  5  ;  Lone  Jack  August  11. 

Attached  to  ist  Brig.  Dept.  Kansas,  to  December. 
Blount's  Campaign  in  Mo.  and  Ark.  September  17  to 
December  3,  1862. 

Exp'n  to  Sarcoxie  September  28,  30;  Newtonia  Sep- 
tember 29,  30.  Occ.  of  Newtonia  October  4,  Old  Fort 
Wayne  October  22,  Marianna  November  7,  8. 

Skirmishes  at  Carthage,  Cow  Hill,  Wolf  Creek,  Cow 
Skin  Prairie,  Maysville  and  White  River. 

Action  at  Cane  Hill  November  28,  29,  Battle  of  Prairie 
Grove  December  7  ;  duty  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  December 
1862  to  March  1863. 

Moved  to  Somerset,  Ky.  and  duty  there  till  June  27. 
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Attached  to  Kautz's  Cav.  Brigade  Dept.  Ohio,  March 
to  June. 

Skirmishes  about  Monticello  April  26  to  May  2. 

Monticello  and  Rocky  Gap  June  9,  Steubenville 
June  9. 

Attached  to  3d  Brig,  ist  Div.  23d  Corps  Dept.  Ohio, 
to  August  1863  ;  Columbia,  Ky.,  July  3d. 

Pursuit  of  Scott's  Forces  July  25  to  August  6.  Near 
Rogersville  July  27,  Richmond  July  28,  Winchester  and 
Blue  Lick  July  30,  Paint  Lick  Bridge  July  31,  Lancaster 
August  I. 

Attached  to  3d  Brig.  4th  Div.  23d  Corps,  Dept.  Ohio, 
to  September  1863. 

March  over  Cumberland  Mts.  into  East  Tenn.,  August 
16  to  September  2  ;  Winter's  Gap  August  31. 

Loudon  Bridge  and  occupation  of  Knoxville  Septem- 
ber 2. 

Detached  from  Regt.  September  8,  1863  and  assigned 
to  duty  as  Post  Quartermaster  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  serv- 
ing as  such  till  March  1865. 

Siege  of  Knoxville  November  17  to  December  5,  1863. 
Assigned  to  duty  March  18,  1865,  as  Quartermaster  of 
Forces  East  Tenn.  in  the  field  and  Acting  Aid-de-Camp 
on  staff  of  General  George  Stoneman,  commanding. 

Stoneman's  raid  through  Va.  and  N.  C.  March  21  to 
April  25,  1865. 

Boone  C.  H.,  N.  C.  March  28,  Wilkesborough  March 
29.  Near  Hillsville,  Va.,  April  3,  Wytheville  April  6, 
Martinsville  April  8,  Shallow  Ford  April  11,  Near  Mocks- 
ville  April  11,  Salisbury,  N.  C,  April  12,  Catawba 
River  April  17,  Howard's  Gap  April  22,  Henderson ville 
April  23. 
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Received  special  mention  by  General  Stoneman  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  battle. 

Chief  Quartermaster  district  of  East  Tenn.,  May  to 
October. 

Mustered  out  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  October  26,  1865, 
and  honorably  discharged  from  service. 


Note. 

The  article  prepared  for  the  following  sketch  was  largely  made 
up  from  data  recently  collected  by  a  publishing  house  for  its  own 
use.  What  relates  to  the  earlier  part  of  the  life  of  the  subject  of 
the  sketch  had  been  gathered  from  himself  ;  the  rest,  from  various 
records  and  reports  public  and  private. 

Coming  now  as  it  must  under  the  eye  of  the  subject  of  it,  he 
regrets  its  breadth  of  treatment  and  its  length,  and  has  taken  the 
liberty  to  reduce  its  scope  and  dimensions  materially  before  admit- 
ting it  into  this  publication. 


62 

Joshua  Lawrence  Chamberlain. 

A  boy  of  this  name  was  born  in  Brewer,  Maine,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1828.  His  paternal  lineage  is  traced  back  to 
England ;  thence  tradition  carries  it  to  Normandy, 
France.  On  the  mother's  side  the  line  is  clear  to  Jean 
Dupuis,  who  came  from  La  Rochelle,  France,  to  Boston 
in  1685.  Here  the  Huguenot  blood  was  mingled  with 
that  of  the  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth.  His  ancestors  bore 
honorable  part  in  the  early  history  of  this  country.  His 
grandparents  were  among  the  substantial  and  enterprising 
families  which  came  from  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire at  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  to  apply 
their  energies  to  ship-building,  milling  and  farming  in  the 
rich  region  about  the  head  of  tide  water  on  the  Penobscot 
River.  His  parents  were  typical  characters.  English 
strength  and  French  grace  made  a  good  combination  for 
a  home.  Integrity  and  honor  the  law ;  good  work,  good 
will,  good  cheer,  the  rule.  Morals  and  manners  were 
well  looked  after.  The  application  of  both  the  Puritan 
and  Huguenot  systems  of  doctrine  and  practice  made  the 
religious  requirements  rather  strenuous, — better  for  rais- 
ing men  than  babes.  Circumstances  also  gave  occasion 
for  early  self-discipline,  which  was  good  for  the  conscience 
and  the  constitution. 

He  had  his  full  share  of  boy  life.  Strong,  bold  swim- 
ming was  a  school  of  self-command  ;  old-fashioned  round 
ball,  where  the  game  was  to  knock  the  ball  and  not  each 
other,  fostered  manliness.  He  was  captain  of  a  company 
of  many  arts  and  crafts.  It  was  his  special  prank  to 
hang  his  hat  on  the  main  truck  of  every  vessel  launched 
on  his  side  the  river.     He  set  up  also  the  masts  and  spars 


>.i^„>.,-.^  ,:..,^^:^.^.:..„-..^^^::..    .. 


-^"-  ■■^^^'^^••''■^ 


JOSHUA  L.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Major-General    U.  S.  Vols. 


63 

of  a  portentous  ship  on  the  home  grounds  for  practice  ; 
square  rigged  to  royals,  trace  chains  for  foot  ropes : 
shrouds,  stays,  braces,  tacks,  sheets  and  halliards,  where 
the  house  carpets  were  hoisted  up  to  be  beaten  by  the 
winds;  above  all,  the  pennant  halliards  at  the  mast  head, 
which  it  was  the  test  of  able  seamanship  to  shin  aloft 
and  reeve,  before  a  boy  could  be  admitted  to  the  crew. 

He  had,  too,  a  softer  strain,  which  tested  ingenuity. 
Seeing  what  mastery  of  souls  the  command  of  a  bass-viol 
gave  the  singing-school  master,  the  youth  was  seized  with 
a  lofty  ambition.  Actual  possession  of  such  an  instru- 
ment having  in  those  days  for  him  the  elements  of  a 
miracle,  —  "contrary  to  experience"  and  baseless  in 
probability, — he  took  to  a  "  dummy."  A  stout,  square- 
faced  corn  stalk,  duly  notched  for  strings  and  stops  of  the 
scale,  and  a  smaller  one  for  bow, — and  the  far  thing  was 
to  hand.  A  few  weeks  fingering  and  bowing  in  solitude 
and  silence  produced  the  subjective  effect  that  when  by 
some  persistent  strategy  he  did  get  hold  of  the  wizard 
thing  itself,  he  could  produce — it  might  be  too  much  to 
say,  play — at  first  touch  every  note  set  before  him.  The 
mastery  was  his, — act  and  fact ;  only  the  expression — 
the  soul  call — was  to  be  drawn  from  still  inner  depths. 

The  father  purposed  an  army  career  for  this  boy, — 
there  being  three  brothers  and  a  sister  to  keep  the  peace 
at  home, — and  sent  him  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to  the 
Military  Academy  of  Major  Whiting  at  Ellsworth,  Maine, 
where  one  lasting  benefit  was  the  compulsory  acquire- 
ment of  some  practical  acquaintance  with  the  French 
language. 

Meantime,  as  the  seasons  called,  he  kept  in  hand  cer- 
tain responsibilities  at  home.     There  was  no  danger  of 
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getting  the  gout.  A  hundred  acre  farm,  the  variety  of  its 
"  puts  and  calls,"  with  the  tenantry  of  its  fields  and  barns, 
and  the  range  of  its  tasks, — clearing  woods,  laying  down 
and  turning  up  grass-lands,  sowing,  hoeing,  harvesting, 
hauling,  pitching  and  stowing, — rendered  Olympic  games 
unnecessary.  And  as  to  vacations,  except  the  annual 
militia  muster,  ending  in  gingerbread,  and  the  Fourth  of 
July  with  the  burnt  fingers  and  singed  eyebrows  for  the 
week  ensuing,  they  were  consolidated  into  one.  The  two 
weeks'  outing  down  the  bay  right  after  haying,  in  the 
sloop  Lapwing,  with  home  made  crew,  and  all  the  family 
aboard,  kept  the  foresight  keen  and  hearts  sound. 

It  soon  became  desirable  that  he  should  try  some 
independent  practice  on  his  own  feet.  He  found  occasion, 
and  found  this  enough  to  do.  "  Keeping  school "  was 
the  rather  significant  title  for  such  teaching  as  was  then 
largely  required  in  "up-river"  towns.  After  one  experience 
where  he  saw  the  disadvantage  of  being  "  too  soft,"  he 
soon  found  himself  in  request  at  certain  centers  of  force 
where  the  preliminary  exercises  of  pitching  the  master 
out  of  the  window  had  brought  to  a  stand-still  the  course 
of  education  in  those  self-sufficient  communities.  He  put 
his  artillery  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  in  short  order 
reversed  the  polarity  of  the  prevailing  movements,  not 
without  "somebody's  getting  hurt,"  but  with  decided 
increase  of  local  respect  and  his  area  of  self-command. 
To  express  and  expand  the  new  harmony,  the  old  bass- 
viol  was  brought  in,  and  a  winter  evening  singing  school 
set  up,  drawing  "  sparks  "  from  ten  miles  around. 

The  mother  now  thought  her  boy  had  developed  all 
that  was  desirable  in  the  military  line,  and  much  preferred 
that  he  should  be  a  minister  of  the  gospel.     He  settled 
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the  question  between  father  and  mother  by  consenting  to 
the  latter  proposal  on  condition  that  he  should  be  a 
missionary  to  some  country  where  the  social  conditions 
might  give  him  a  chance  to  "  keep  school,"  and  show  that 
Christianity  is  obedience  to  the  law  of  right  living  as  well 
as  of  right  worshipping. 

A  college  course  was  now  necessary,  and  the  youth 
betook  himself  to  filling  up  the  blank  spot  in  his  curricu- 
lum hitherto, — the  Greek  language.  He  shut  himself  up 
in  the  home  garret,  having  built  himself  a  room  for  this 
specialty,  and  studying  day  and  night  for  half  a  year, 
committing  to  memory  Kiihner's  great  unabridged  Greek 
grammar  from  alphabet  to  appendix,  he  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  "conditioned,"  but  with  "advanced  standing" 
at  the  age  of  nineteen.  Here  he  attended  to  his  business, 
and  took  honors  in  every  department,  including  the  full 
course  of  mathematics,  at  that  time  extensive  and  rigor- 
ous,— a  line  in  which  he  thought  himself  weak,  and 
therefore  resolved  to  master.  He  did  not  neglect  ath- 
letics ;  taking  it  mildly  the  first  two  years  in  carrying  on 
a  Sunday-school  two  miles  out  of  town,  and  the  last  two, 
leader  of  the  choir  in  the  college  church, — with  the  tonic 
of  "  keeping  school  "  in  winter  vacations,  having  in  hand 
mostly  grown-up  sailor  boys  and  millmen  backward  in 
studies  but  forward  in  manners. 

Graduating  at  the  college  in  1852,  he  entered  Bangor 
Theological  Seminary,  where  besides  conforming  to  all 
regulations,  he  read  his  theology  in  Latin  and  his  church 
history  in  German,  and  took  up  the  study  of  the  Hebrew, 
Syriac  and  Arabic  languages,  to  which  he  continued  to 
devote  not  less  than  an  hour  a  day  for  six  years. 

While  at    the    Seminary    he   taught  choice  classes   of 


66 


young  ladies  in  the  German  language  and  literature,  and 
also  served  as  Supervisor  of  Schools  in  his  native  town  of 
Brewer.  He  was  choir  leader  with  the  old  bass-viol,  and 
afterwards  organist  at  the  village  church  ;  taking  turn 
also  with  two  old  schoolmates  in  keeping  up  a  flourishing 
Sunday  school  three  miles  out  on  the  Ellsworth  road. 
Not  forgetting  the  seasons'  calls  at  the  old  home,  he 
managed  to  keep  his  physical  and  spiritual  activities 
fairly  well  balanced. 

In  these  years  he  was  not  intent  upon  any  special 
ideal  of  practical  life,  but  cherished  a  distinct  purpose 
to  make  and  keep  himself  ready  to  meet  anything  that 
might  call  in  the  line  of  manly  action. 

Before  his  graduation  he  received  "calls"  from  three 
important  churches ;  but  the  remarkable  impression 
made  by  his  "Master's  Oration"  at  Bowdoin  in  1855  on 
"Law  and  Liberty"  led  to  his  immediate  appointment  as 
Instructor  in  the  Department  of  Natural  and  Revealed 
Religion,  just  vacated  by  Professor  Stowe.  The  next 
year  he  was  elected  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Oratory, 
and  held  this  place  for  five  years.  In  the  meantime, 
1857,  he  was  partially  relieved  from  the  proper  duties  of 
this  chair,  and  appointed  Instructor  in  French  and 
German;  and  in  1861  was  elected  Professor  of  the 
Modern  Languages  of  Europe.  In  July,  1862,  leave  of 
absence  for  two  years  was  granted  him  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  his  studies  in  Europe  ;  but  the  serious  reverses 
of  the  Union  army  and  the  critical  condition  of  the 
country  at  that  time  seemed  to  him  a  call  to  service  in 
another  field.  He  was  offered  the  colonelcy  of  a  regi- 
ment about  to  be  raised,  but  preferred  to  take  a  secondarj' 
position  and   properly   learn    his  duties.     The  faculty   of 
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the  college,  although  pronounced  patriots,  sent  a  delega- 
tion to  the  Governor  to  oppose  his  appointment,  and 
carried  their  protest  so  far  as  to  disparage  his  fitness  and 
ability  for  military  command.  However,  on  the  8th  of 
August  he  was  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  20th  regiment 
of  Maine  Volunteers,  and  in  twenty  days  he  had  the 
organization  complete  with  full  ranks,  and  turning  the 
command  over  to  Colonel  Ames  of  the  regular  army,  set 
forth  for  the  field.  In  one  week  more  the  regiment  was 
on  the  front  line  facing  the  stricken  field  of  Bull  Run 
second,  and  from  that  time  was  scarcely  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy. 

Passing  through  Washington  he  picked  up  a  light, 
unbound  copy  of  Cicero's  orations,  which  he  thrust  into 
his  saddle-bags,  and  found  useful  for  pastime  at  a  day's 
halt  on  the  march,  or  in  short-candle  evenings  in  camp,  or 
overlaying  pain  of  wounds  in  hospital.  At  the  end,  he 
thought  he  had  gained  more  mastery  of  Latin  than  the 
college  rank  books  showed. 

It  was  a  severe  ordeal  to  be  called  suddenly  to  active 
service  and  a  responsible  position  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  war,  and  at  its  gravest  crisis.  But  his  inborn  apti- 
tudes, his  self  discipline  and  habit  of  sustained  attention 
served  him  well  in  rapidly  gaining  familiarity  with  his 
duties  and  confidence  in  his  ability  to  perform  them. 
His  qualities  were  tested  in  the  sharp  engagement  at 
Shepardstown  Ford  in  the  Battle  of  Antietam,  in  Sep- 
tember ;  and  in  the  terrible  experiences  of  his  command 
in  the  disastrous  Battle  of  Fredericksburg  in  December, 
he  certainly  won  the  master's  degree  in  his  military 
education.  He  had  an  arduous  part  in  all  the  trying 
operations  of  that  winter  on  the  Rappahannock. 
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In  his  Corps  were  several  3'oung  oflficers  from  West 
Point  ;  and  lie  persuaded  them  to  hold  a  school  of 
review  on  winter  evenings  in  camp,  to  avail  themselves 
of  object  lessons,  and  enable  modest  students  like  him- 
self to  profit  by  sharing,  It  is  needless  to  say  that  his 
attention  here  was  intense. 

In  May  he  was  colonel  of  his  regiment,  having  already 
acted  in  that  capacity  for  three  months.  At  Gettysburg, 
July  2nd,  1863,  he  held  the  extreme  left  of  the  Union 
line  :  and  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  in  the  memorable 
defence  of  Round  Top  won  for  him  the  admiration  of  the 
army  and  public  fame,  and  was  recognized  by  the  govern- 
ment in  the  bestowal  of  the  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor  for  "distinguished  personal  gallantry  and  con- 
spicuous service."  He  was  also  warmly  recommended  by 
all  his  superior  commanders  for  promotion  to  a  brigadier 
general;  but  being  without  political  backing,  his  papers 
went  to  rest  in  the  pigeon  holes  of   the  War  Department. 

However,  he  received  due  recognition  in  the  field.  He 
was  immediately  placed  in  command  of  the  famous 
"Light  Brigade"  of  the  Division,  which  he  handled  with 
marked  skill  in  the  action  at  Rappahannock  Station. 
Injuries  received  at  that  time  compelled  his  being  sent 
from  the  front  to  Georgetown  Seminary  Hospital,  and  on 
his  convalescence  he  was  detailed  as  a  member  of  a 
Court    Martial  trying  important  cases  in   Baltimore  and 

Trenton. 

Applying  to  be  relieved  from  this  duty  he  returned  to 
his  command  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  May  1864. 
General  Warren  immediately  placed  him  in  command  of 
a  "forlorn  hope"  of  nine  picked  regiments  to  make  a 
night    assault    on    a    hitherto    impregnable    point  of  the 
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enemy's  works.  By  remarkable  judgment  and  skill  he 
gained  the  position  ;  but  in  the  morning  it  was  found  to 
be  commanded  on  both  flanks  by  the  enemy  in  force, 
and  utterly  untenable,  and  the  withdrawal  ordered  was 
more  difficult  than  the  advance  had  been.  Shortly  after- 
ward came  the  sharp  engagements  on  the  Totopotomoy 
and  the  North  Anna,  and  the  terrible  battle  of  Bethesda 
Church  and  Cold  Harbor,  in  all  of  which  his  coolness  of 
judgment  and  quickness  of  action  drew  special  com- 
mendation. Immediately  after  this  he  received  a  marked 
honor.  Two  brigades  of  Pennsylvania  Reserves  from  the 
old  First  Corps  had  been  consolidated  into  a  veteran 
brigade  in  the  Fifth  ;  and  a  fine  new  regiment  being 
added  to  it,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  these  six 
regiments  in  special  orders,  being  still  in  rank  only 
colonel  of  the  20th  Maine. 

With  this    splendid   brigade    he    made    the    desperate 
charge  on  Rives'  Salient  in  the  Petersburg  lines,  June  18, 
in  which   he  was  fearfully  wounded,  and  where  General 
Grant  promoted  him  on  the  field  to  the  rank  of  brigadier 
general     "  for    gallant    conduct    in    leading    his    brigade 
against  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  and  for  meritorious 
service"  in  that  terrible  campaign  of  '64.      He  was  given 
up  by  all  the  regular  surgeons  of  the  Corps,  and  his  death 
announced  in  the  morning  papers  at  the  North  ;  but  his 
life  was  saved  through  the  activity  of  his  brother,  Thomas, 
then  Major  of  the  20th  Maine,  in  bringing  up  the  surgeon 
of  that  regiment,  Dr.  Shaw,  who  with  tireless  fidelity  and 
skill    worked    and   watched   over  him   from   midnight   to 
dawn.     Being  in  the  extreme  advance  of  the  army  there 
were  no  means  at  hand  for  his  proper  care,  and  scarcely 
alive  from  the  excessive  loss  of  blood,  he  had  to  be  borne 
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on  the  shoulders  of  men  on  a  burning  midsummer  day 
sixteen  miles  to  City  Point,  and  then  taken  on  a  transport 
to  Annapolis  Naval  School  Hospital.  Here  he  lay  in  a 
tent  in  unspeakable  agonies  for  two  months,  his  surgeons 
daily  expecting  his  death.  Almost  miraculously  gaining 
strength  enough  to  move  about,  he  asked  to  be  returned 
to  duty  in  the  field.  He  received  the  remarkable  com- 
pliment of  being  applied  for  by  General  Ayres  to 
command  the  regulars  consolidated  into  a  brigade  in  his 
Division,  but  preferred  the  command  of  volunteers,  whose 
motive  and  thought  of  service  he  sympathized  with  more 
deeply. 

Early  in  November  he  reported  at  his  old  command. 
Here  again  he  was  posted  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
army,  in  a  responsible  and  exposed  position.  He  bore 
an  active  part  in  all  the  winter  movements  of  his  Corps, 
although  he  had  to  be  lifted  to  and  from  his  saddle  for 
two  months. 

In  the  last  campaign  of  the  war,  with  two  brigades  he 
led  the  advance  of  the  infantr}^  with  Sheridan,  and  made 
the  brilliant  opening  fight  on  the  Quaker  Road,  March 
29,  1865,  where  he  was  twice  wounded,  (in  the  left  arm 
and  breast),  and  his  horse  was  shot  under  him.  His 
conduct  again  drew  attention  of  the  Government,  and  he 
was  promoted  to  the  brevet  rank  of  Major  General  "  for 
conspicuous  gallantry  "  in  this  action.  On  the  White 
Oak  Road,  March  31,  although  much  disabled  by  wounds, 
he  distinguished  himself  by  recovering  a  lost  field ;  and 
in  the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  i,  his  promptitude  and 
skilful  handling  of  troops  received  special  official  mention. 

Active  in  the  eventful  pursuit  and  outflanking  of  Lee's 
army,  in   the  final  action   at   Appomattox   Court  House, 
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April  9,  he  was  called  by  General  Sheridan  to  replace  his 
leading  division  of  cavalry,  and  the  first  flag  of  truce 
from  Longstreet  came  to  him.  His  Corps  commander 
says  in  an  official  report :  "  In  the  final  action  General 
Chamberlain  had  the  advance,  and  was  driving  the  enemy 
rapidly  before  him  when  the  announcement  of  the  sur- 
render was  made."  At  the  formal  surrender  of  Lee's 
army  he  was  designated  to  command  the  parade  before 
which  that  army  laid  down  the  arms  and  colors  of  the 
Confederacy.  It  is  characteristic  of  him  that  he  received 
the  surrendering  army  with  a  salute  of  honor. 

On  leaving  Appomattox  he  was  assigned  to  command 
of  the  Division,  and  shortly  afterwards  placed  in  charge 
of  the  region  from  Petersburg,  twenty-five  miles  west  on 
the  Southside  Railroad,  which  embraced  many  of  the 
battlefields  of  the  last  campaign,  over-run  by  both  armies, 
now  a  scene  of  desolation,  without  order  or  law ;  the 
inhabitants  having  been  stripped  of  all  stores  of  food, 
and  with  no  protection  for  homes  and  persons  against 
swarms  of  renegades  and  marauders.  It  was  necessary 
to  act  the  autocrat.  He  took  persons  and  property  into 
his  control ;  regulated  labor,  distributed  supplies,  estab- 
lished a  military  police,  set  up  a  court  martial  for  trial  of 
personal  offences,  whose  authority  was  sought  for,  and 
decisions  accepted  by  citizens  seeking  redress  or  remedy. 
When  the  army  was  called  to  the  march  to  Washington, 
the  citizens  of  Dinwiddle  County  tendered  him  a  pubHc 
farewell  dinner,  in  testimony  of  grateful  regard.  He 
accepted  the  sentiment,  but  recommended  the  dinner  for 
the  people,  who  needed  it  most. 

At  the  final  grand  review  in  Washington,  his  Division 
had  the  honor  of  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  column 
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of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  his  troops  right  from 
the  surrender  at  Appomattox,  were  received  by  the 
thronging  spectators  as  might  be  imagined. 

On  the  disabandonment  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
he  was  one  of  the  few  generals  of  Volunteers  retained  in 
the  service,  and  he  was  assigned  to  a  command  in  the 
Provisional  Corps  designed  to  be  sent  to  Mexico  under 
Sheridan  to  deal  with  the  French  troops  whom  the 
Emperor  had  sent  to  force  a  monarchy  upon  the  people 
of  that  country.  Skilful  diplomacy  however  rendered  this 
intervention  unnecessary.  In  the  reorganization  of  the 
Regular  Army  he  was  offered  a  colonelcy,  with  the 
privilege  of  retiring  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  general, 
on  account  of  wounds  received  in  the  service.  Not 
caring  to  be  a  soldier  in  time  of  peace,  he  declined  this 
offer,  and  was  mustered  out  of  military  service  January 
i6,  1866.  He  had  served  nearly  three  and  a  half 
years.  He  had  participated  in  more  than  twenty  hard- 
fought  battles,  and  scores  of  minor  engagements.  Five 
horses  had  been  shot  under  him,  and  he  six  times  struck 
by  bullet  and  shell,  was  still  suffering  from  two  nearly 
mortal  wounds. 

Returning  to  Maine,  he  was  offered  the  choice  of 
several  diplomatic  offices  abroad  ;  but  almost  as  soon  as 
he  was  out  of  the  army,  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
Maine  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  in  that  State. 
Here  again  he  was  opposed  by  prominent  party  men  as 
not  of  the  right  stuff  for  their  uses.  The  people,  how- 
ever, thought  he  would  do  for  them,  and  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office  for  four  terms.  He  was  called  to 
this  responsiblity  at  a  most  trying  time.  All  the  State's 
part  in   the   four  years'  war  had  to  be  reviewed  ;   many 
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accounts  with  the  towns  and  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment had  to  be  straightened  out  and  settled.  The  haste 
and  excitement  with  which  troops  were  raised  and 
equipped  had  given  opportunity  for  irregular  proceedings 
and  very  questionable  transactions.  These  had  to  be 
investigated  ;  and  as  this  led  too  near  to  some  persons  of 
prominence,  the  Governor  had  to  incur  some  bitter  and 
lasting  enmities. 

This  became  conspicuous  in  two  incidents  of  his 
administration.  One  was  his  disfavor  towards  the 
establishment  of  a  State  Constabulary, —  an  extraordinary 
appliance  for  the  execution  of  the  Maine  law,  which 
agency  in  his  opinion  trenched  upon  the  rights  of  citizens 
as  to  their  persons  and  homes,  guaranteed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  other  was  his  executing  the  law  in  the 
case  of  a  negro  who  had  perpetrated  a  series  of  crimes  of 
the  deepest  turpitude,  and  had  been  sentenced  to  death. 
He  gave  seasonable  notice  to  the  Legislature  of  his  sense 
of  duty  in  the  matter,  that  if  they  wished,  they  might 
change  the  law.  This  they  declined  to  do,  and  he 
ordered  the  sentence  of  the  courts  to  be  carried  out. 

These  attitudes,  of  course,  exposed  him  to  criticism  on 
the  part  of  those  feeling  strongly  on  the  subjects  of 
"temperance"  and  capital  punishment  ;  and  the  oppor- 
tunity was  seized  upon  by  those  whose  practices  and 
plans  his  sense  of  duty  to  the  State  had  compelled  him 
to  interfere  with,  who  set  themselves  to  raise  a  tide  of 
popular  feeling  against  him.  In  this,  unscrupulous  mis- 
representation was  a  part  of  the  tactics.  Furious  attacks 
followed, —  both  open  and  secret  ;  denunciations  by 
churches  and  societies,  and  anonymous  threats  of 
assassination.     None  of  these  things,  however,  moved  him. 


74 

His  administration  was  made  notable  by  several  im- 
portant public  measures  marking  a  new  epoch  for  the 
State.  Among  these  were  the  reorganization  of  the 
Militia ;  the  Hydrographic  Survey  of  the  State,  by  which 
its  natural  resources  were  made  known,  with  large  and 
lasting  benefit  ;  the  planting  of  the  Swedish  Colony  in 
Aroostook  County,  for  which  he  was  made  to  bear  much 
abuse  at  the  time  ;  payment  of  the  old  joint  claim  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine  for  advances  on  account  of  the 
war  of  1812  ;  the  opening  of  the  European  and  North 
American  Railway  ;  the  institution  of  Commissioners  of 
Banking  and  of  Insurance  ;  the  establishment  of  Normal 
Schools,  and  of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic 
Arts  for  the  benefit  of  the  industrial  interests  of  the 
State. 

He  was  in  some  disfavor  with  his  party  because 
he  did  not  approve  the  policy  of  conferring  the  privilege 
of  the  "  suffrage "  on  the  lately  liberated  slaves.  He 
thought  so  delicate  and  difficult  a  task  as  the  "  recon- 
struction "  of  the  South,  after  its  terrible  disasters  and  the 
overturn  of  its  industrial,  civil  and  social  system,  could 
be  effected  only  by  and  through  the  best  minds  of  the 
South,  and  by  no  means  by  hasty  and  sweeping  measures 
tending  to  give  political  preponderance  to  the  most 
inferior.  He  encountered  still  stronger  denunciations  by 
his  support  of  Senator  Fessenden's  course  in  the  impeach- 
ment of  President  Johnson. 

These  did  not  come  up  as  State  questions,  but  his 
opinions  upon  them  were  undoubtedly  contrary  to 
the  prevailing  party  sentiment,  and  hence  afforded 
a  happy  occasion  for  those  so  inclined  to  foment 
a     feeling      of     party      distrust     towards     him.     They 
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made  this  so  well  known  that  on  his  retiring  from  the 
governorship  it  was  thought  by  some  of  the  oppos- 
ing party  that  he  might  feel  justified  in  acting  with 
them,  and  Horace  Greeley  urged  him  to  go  on  the  ticket 
with  him,  as  candidate  for  vice  president.  This,  of 
course,  he  declined,  as  it  would  misrepresent  his  position 
on  the  main  questions  then  at  issue  before  the  country. 

In  187 1  General  Chamberlain  was  elected  President  of 
Bowdoin  College.  He  took  immediate  measures  to 
secure  a  more  active  interest  in  the  college  on  the  part 
of  the  graduates ;  and  through  this  a  strong  movement 
was  made  which  resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  the  pro- 
ductive funds  of  the  college. 

Among  material  improvements  were  the  completion  of 
Memorial  Hall,  the  entire  reconstruction  of  Massachusetts 
Hall,  thorough  renovation  of  the  dormitories,  founding  of 
a  gymnasium,  introduction  of  new  courses  of  instruction, 
several  of  which  at  first  he  conducted  himself,  and  the 
founding  of  four  new  professorships.  The  policy  of  his 
administration  was  to  liberalize  the  college,  to  open  its 
advantages  in  all  possible  ways  to  the  community  instead 
of  shutting  it  in  for  a  few  students  in  the  conventional 
classical  curriculum  ;  in  short,  to  face  it  outward  rather 
than  inward.  Under  the  influence  of  all  this,  the  college 
took  on  a  new  departure,  some  of  the  results  of  which 
appear  in  the  breadth  and  vigor  of  its  character  at  the 
present  time. 

In  1878  he  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  represent  the  educational  interests  of 
this  country  as  a  Commissioner  at  the  "  Exposition  Uni- 
verselle  "  in  Paris.  For  his  service  here  he  received  a 
medal    of    honor   from   the    French    Government.     His 
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official  report  was  published  as  a  public  document,  and 
was  pronounced  by  the  Director  of  the  educational  exhibit 
to  be  "the  best  original  production  on  public  schools 
abroad  that  has  been  printed  in  America." 

His  most  remarkable  experience  is  connected  with  a 
passage  in  the  political  history  of  Maine,  which  might  be 
held    memorable  if   it  were   not  better  forgotten.     The 
year   1880  opened  with  a  violent  demonstration   over  a 
contested   election.     There   was   no  governor  elect,   and 
the  choice  therefore  devolved  upon  the  Legislature.     But 
this  was  not  permitted  to  organize,  because  its  majorities 
were  made  by  "members"  whose  title  to  sit  was  impugned 
by  charges  of  bribery  and  fraud.     There  was  therefore 
no  legal  nor  acting  State  Government,  but  a  conflux  of 
desperate  claimants.      It  happened  that  the  General  had 
been  some  time  before,  for  reasons  not  apparent  to  him 
or  anybody,  elected    major  general   by   the   Legislature, 
and  assigned  to  the  military  command  of  the  entire  State. 
In   the  crisis  now  arising,  the  out-going   Governor,  just 
before  his  term  expired,  summoned  the  General  to  the 
capital  by  a  formal  order,   "to  preserve  the   peace   and 
institutions   of  the   State   until  a   legal   government   was 
established."     This   order   discloses  the  state  of  things. 
At   that   moment   the    State    House   was  barricaded  and 
filled  with  armed  men.     Distinguished  party  leaders  had 
eft  their  duties  elsewhere  and  gathered  at  the  capital, 
where  they  summoned  their  fighting  men.     The  situation 
was  made  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that  they  saw  no  way 
out  but  by  physical  force,   and  this  was  precisely  what 
the   General   was   summoned   there   to   prevent.     He    at 
once  dismantled  the  State  House  as  a  military  post,  and 
called  upon  the  mayor  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city, 
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while  he  took  prompt  and  effective  measures  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  contestants  to  put  down  all  violence  by 
the  strong  hand. 

His  orders  left  him  to  decide  for  himself  what  was  a 
"legal"  government,  but  he  had  no  official  power  in  the 
determination  of  that  question.  He  was  far  from  being  a 
welcome  visitant.  Each  party  was  indignant  with  him 
because  he  would  not  at  once  recognize  its  paramount 
claim,  and  keep  the  contesting  opponents  out  of  the 
legislative  chambers.  He  earnestly  advised  them  to 
make  up  the  case  to  submit  to  the  Courts.  This  they 
did  not  want  to  do,  as  if  doubtful  of  the  decision,  but 
resorted  to  all  manner  of  tactics  to  be  rid  of  him. 

Meanwhile  the  State  House  and  the  city  were  filling 
up  with  adventurers  df  all  sorts  from  all  quarters,  ready 
for  a  "scrimmage."  Now,  alarmed  at  the  effect  of  their 
call  to  violence,  the  leaders  begged  the  General  to  call 
out  the  troops.  This  he  declined  to  do,  as  it  would 
destroy  confidence  in  the  strength  of  his  position,  and 
precipitate  civil  war.  Without  calling  out  a  single  soldier 
or  a  single  gun,  but  by  his  moral  power,  prudence,  firm- 
ness and  above  all  his  command  of  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  he  held  the  peace  and  honor  of  the  State  invio- 
late until  at  last  the  lawful  measures  he  advocated  were 
made  effective.  His  course  was  appreciated  by  all  dis- 
passionate observers,  and  he  regards  this  as  by  far  the 
most  important  public  service  he  ever  rendered. 

During  his  public  career  he  had  more  than  one  oppor- 
tunity of  being  chosen  to  the  Unites  States  Senate.  But 
he  declined  to  be  a  candidate  against  either  of  the  emi- 
nent men  who  had  given  the  State  prestige  at  Washington, 
and  also  declined  to  take  personal  advantage  of  favoring 


78 

conditions,  because  it  seemed  like  self-seeking.  But  this 
his  friends  thought  a  grave  mistake,  as  there  were  import- 
ant interests  involved  other  than  those  personal  to  him- 
self, and  a  weakness  showing  unfitness  for  political  life. 
This  was  perhaps  just  criticism.  Many  were  alienated, 
and  turned  to  other  leaders  who  would  take  better  care  of 
themselves  and  their  friends. 

When  Senator  Fessenden  was  made  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurjf,  Governor  Chamberlain  appointed  Hon.  Lot 
Morrill  senator  in  his  place.  When  some  time  afterwards 
Senator  Morrill  resigned  to  take  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  he  stated  that  he  did  so  upon  the  distinct 
understanding  that  General  Chamberlain  was  to  be 
appointed  Senator  in  his  place.  But  the  then  Governor 
hastened  to  give  the  place  to  Mr.  Blaine,  to  whom  this 
appointment  came  at  a  most  opportune  moment. 

Perceiving  that  the  continued  personal  animosity  in 
influential  quarters  would  work  to  the  detriment  of  the 
college,  he  resigned  the  presidency  in  1883.  The  Trus- 
tees and  Overseers,  however,  solicited  him  to  continue  his 
lectures  on  Public  Law  for  two  years  longer.  During 
this  period  he  had  urgent  invitations  to  the  presidency 
from  three  other  colleges  of  high  standing.  Honorable 
and  congenial  as  this  service  might  be,  he  was  reluctant 
to  remove  from  the  State.  In  1885,  he  found  that  the 
long  strain  of  work  and  wounds  demanded  a  season  of 
complete  change  of  occupation,  and  he  went  to  Florida 
as  president  of  a  railroad  construction  company.  This 
involved  some  new  experiences ;  such  as  raising  money 
on  Wall  Street,  New  York,  and  acting  as  master  and 
pilot  of  a  steamboat  running  between  Cedar  Keys  and 
Homosassa,  the  first  terminal  of  his  road  on  the  Gulf  of 
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Mexico.  On  the  completion  and  successful  operation 
of  this  road,  (now  part  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line,)  he 
returned  to  Maine  much  improved  in  health. 

In  1900  he  was  appointed  by  President  McKinley 
Surveyor  of  Customs  at  the  Port  of  Portland,  and  soon 
after  this,  by  the  favor  of  the  Government  and  kindness 
of  friends  he  was  enabled  to  visit  for  the  second  time  the 
south  of  Italy,  and  to  spend  some  months  in  Egypt, 
making  Cairo  his  base,  whence  he  visited  nearly  all  tha 
famous  historical  sites  on  each  bank  of  the  Nile  up  to 
the  first  cataract.  He  received  remarkable  attentions 
from  high  personages  in  every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  also  of  the  Mohammedan  order;  extraordinary 
privileges  being  accorded  him  by  reason  of  his  credentials 
from  the  United  States  Government  and  his  personal 
and  military  reputation. 

From  the  effect  of  his  wounds  he  is  never  free  from 
suffering,  and  is  at  times  prostrated,  requiring  skilled 
surgical  treatment.  But  his  vigor  of  bearing  and  com- 
mand of  his  mental  powers  are  such  that  these  disabilities 
are  not  ordinarily  apparent.  His  habitual  calm  manner 
might  lead  to  the  impression  that  he  is  altogether  mild. 
But  he  is  a  strict  and  almost  severe  disciplinarian,  and  of 
an  impetuous  temperament  which  is  strikingly  manifest 
when  called  to  action.  This  is  the  basis  of  his  peculiar 
reputation  in  the  war,  as  the  daring  leader  in  desperate 
moments. 

He  is  in  great  request  as  a  speaker  on  public  occasions. 
His  writings  and  addresses  show  a  tendency  to  reaches 
of  thought  somewhat  abstruse.  They  are,  however, 
suffused  with  a  certain  poetical  idealism,  and  in  religious 
conceptions  with  a  spirituality  almost  mystical.     But  on 
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themes  relating  to  practical  life  and  action  he  comes  to 
the  front  with  a  power  that  is  thrilling. 

His  first  public  address  was  that  given  as  orator  at  the 
founding  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  in 
Philadelphia,  February  22,  1866,  where  he  took  for 
subject,  "Loyalty;"  and  his  analysis  of  that  sentiment, 
referring  it  to  principles  more  vital  than  laws  and  consti- 
tutions, produced  a  profound  effect.  As  orator  at  the 
organization  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
in  New  York  City  in  1869,  when  partisan  rivalries  were 
sharp,  his  just  recognitions  and  broad  sympathies  brought 
peace  and  good  will  to  the  whole  assembly,  which  made 
that  service  memorable. 

Among  his  notable  addresses  is  the  oration  at  the 
Meade  Memorial  Service  in  Philadelphia  before  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  audiences  ever  gathered  in  Amer- 
ica, on  the  theme,  "  The  Sentiment  and  Sovereignty  of 
Country,"  and  that  at  the  dedication  of  the  Maine  monu- 
ments at  Gettysburg  on  "The  State,  the  Nation,  and  the 
People."  Among  historical  addresses  are  that  on  "  Maine, 
Her  Place  in  History,"  at  the  centennial  celebration 
in  Philadelphia  in  1876;  that  in  1905  on  "  DeMonts  and 
Acadia,"  at  the  three-hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
French  settlement  on  the  North  Atlantic  Coast ;  and  that 
in  1906  on  "The  Ruling  Powers  in  History,"  at  a  similar 
celebration  of  the  beginnings  of  English  settlement  on 
these  shores.  He  has  given  many  addresses  before 
benevolent,  religious  and  literary  societies,  and  on 
Memorial  Days  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

He  has  been  Vice  President  of  the  American  Hugue- 
not Society;  President  of  the  Artist-Artisan  Institute, 
New  York;  President  of  the  Webster  Historical  Society, 
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Boston  ;  President  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  ;  Department  Commander  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  also  of  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  ;  member  of  the  American  Political  Science 
Association  ;  and  Associate  of  the  Philosophical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Egyptian  Exploration  Society. 
He  is  at  present  senior  Vice  President  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  ;  a  Trustee  of  Bowdoin  College  ;  a  Director 
of  the  Maine  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  of  the  American 
National  Institute,  Paris,  France ;  member  of  the  Maine 
Historical  Society,  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Military  Historical  Society  of  Massachusetts,  the 
American  Historical  Association,  the  American  Geograph- 
ical Society,  the  Egyptian  Research,  and  the  National 
Red  Cross. 

He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
from  Pennsylvania  College  in  1866,  and  the  same  degree 
from  Bowdoin  in  1869. 

He  married  in  December,  1855,  Miss  Frances  Caroline 
Adams,  born  in  Boston,  Mass.  Her  ancestors  were  for 
150  years  high  officers  of  Government  in  Connecticut. 
She  was  a  lineal  descendant  on  the  mother's  side  of 
Mabel  Harlakenden,  conspicuous  in  early  Colonial  history 
as  "The  Princess  of  New  England,"  being  of  royal  line- 
age in  the  line  to  which  nearly  all  the  monarchs  of  Europe 
are  related.  Mrs.  Chamberlain  passed  away  on  the  i8th 
of  October  last.  The  daughter  is  Grace  Dupee,  wife  of 
Hon.  Horace  G.  Allen  of  Boston,  and  the  son,  Harold 
Wyllys  Chamberlain,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin,  1881, 
recently  a  successful  lawyer  in  Florida,  but  now  residing 
in  Brunswick,  Maine,  engaged  upon  important  electrical 
inventions. 


Roster  of  Ucrmont  Cbambcrlalns  (lins)  In  the  Cioil  mar. 

Chamberlain,  Converse,  Priv.,  Co.  A,  6th  Regt.,  Cav.,  Lincoln 
Chamberlain,  Cutler  A.,  Priv.,  Co.  K,  3rd  Regt.,  Newbury 
Chamberlain,  Edgar 

Chamberlain,  Edson  A.,  Priv.,  Co.  G,  3rd  Regt.,  Cav.,  Woodstock 
Chamberlain,  George  O.,  Priv.,  Co.  A,  7th  Regt.,  Huntington 
Chamberlain,  John  E.,  Sergt.,  Co.  G,  6th  Regt.,  Sheldon 
Chamberlain,  Joseph  A.,  Priv.,  Co.  H,  12th  Regt.,  Newbury 
Chamberlin,  Alphonso,  Priv.,  Co.  K,  13th  Regt.,  Franklin 
Chamberlin,  Amos  B.,  Priv.,  Co.  A,  i6th  Regt.,  Bethel 
Chamberlin,  Amos  J.,  Priv.,  Co.  G,  9th  Regt.,  Newbury 
Chamberlin,  Austin  E.,  Priv.,  Co.  I,  12th  Regt.,  Westminster 
Chamberlin,  Benj.  F.,  Priv.,  Co.  C,  8th  Regt.,  Ryegate 
Chamberlin,  Burt  J.,  Priv.,  Co.  B,  13th  Regt.,  Middlesex 
Chamberlin,  Charles  H.,  Priv.,  Co.  F,  4th  Regt.,  Brattleboro 
Chamberlin,  Charles  I.,  Priv.,  Co.  D,  9th  Regt.,  17th  U.  S.  A.  Inft. 
Chamberlin,  Charles  J.,  Priv.,  Co.  H,  13th  Regt.,  Eden 
Chamberlin,  Charles  S.,  Priv.,  Co.  D,  9th  Regt.,  Chelsea 
Chamberlin,  Charles  N.,  Priv.,  Co.  K,  17th  Regt.,  Stockbridge 
Chamberlin,  Charles  P.,  2nd  Lieut.,  Co.  I,  3rd  Regt. 
Chamberlin,  Dana  J..  Priv.,  Co.  E,  nth  Regt.,  Brattleboro 
Chamberlin,  Daniel  M.,  Priv.,  3rd  Battery,  Light  Art.,  Barnard 
Chamberlin,  Everett 

Chamberiin,  Franklin,  Priv.,  Co.  II,  7th  Regt.,  Norwich 
Chamberiin,  Frederick  W.,  Priv.,  Co.  E,  2nd  Regt.,  Royalston 
Chamberlin,  George  C,  ist  Lieut.,  Co.  D,  9th  Regt.,  Bradford 
Chamberiin,   George  E.,  Capt.,  Co.  A,   1st  Regt.,   Heavy  Artillery, 

promoted  Lieut. -Col.,  St.  Johnsbury.     Camp  Chamberlin 

named  for  him  there. 
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Chamberlin,  Harrison  H.,  Priv.,  Co.  D,  i6th  Regt.,  Townshend 
Chamberlin,  Harvey  S.,  Priv.,  Co.  H,  ist  Regt.,  Cav.,  Lexington 
Chamberlin,  Hatch,  Priv.,  Co.  B,  and  Co.  G,  4th  Regt.,  Strafford 
Chamberlin,  Henry  D.,  Priv.,  Co.  B,  3rd  Regt.,  Jay 
Chamberlin,  Henry  R.,  Priv.,  Co.  G,  i6th  Regt.,  Barnard 
Chamberlin,  Ira  T.,  Priv.,  Co.  H,  7th  Regt.,  Plymouth 
Chamberlin,  James  A.,  Priv.,  Co.  H,  4th  Regt.,  Ryegate 
Chamberlin,  James  C,  Priv.,  3rd  Battery,  Light  Artillery,  Barnard 
Chamberlin,  Joseph,  Priv.,  Co.  E,  3rd  Regt.,  Colebrook,  N.  H. 
Chamberlin,  Joseph  E.,  Priv.,  Co.  G,  i6th  Regt.,  Barnard 
Chamberlin,  Joseph  W.,  Priv.,  Co.  A,  8th  Regt.,  Eden 
Chamberlin,  Laurens  K.,  2nd  Lieut.,  Co.  J,  8th  Regt.,  Col.  Troops 
Chamberlin,  Nathan  B.,  Corp.,  Co.  H,  4th  Regt.,  Walden 
Chamberlin,  Ozo  B.,  Priv.,  Co.  B,  3rd  Regt.,  Jay 
Chamberlin,  Peter,  Priv.,  Co.  B,  nth  Regt.,  Orwell 
Chamberlin,  Preston  S.,  Capt,,  Co.  H,  12th  Regt.,  Bradford 
Chamberlin,  Remembrance  W.,  ist  Lieut.,  Co.  H,  12th  Regt.,  New- 
bury. 
Chamberlin,  Russell  T.,  ist  Lieut,,  Co.  A,  4th  Regt.,  Montpelier 
Chamberlin,  Samuel  H.,  2nd  Lieut.,  Co.  B.  4th  Regt.,  Topsham 
Chamberlin,  Silas  T.,  loth  Mass.  Inft.  from  Thetford 
Chamberlin,  Solon  T.,  Priv.,  Co.  B,  9th  Regt.,  Goshen 
Chamberlin,  Sylvanus,  Sergeant,  Co.  B,  12th  Regt.,  Woodstock 
Chamberlin,  Willard,  Corp.,  Co.  F,  nth  Regt.,  Lowell 
Chamberlin,  William,  Bugler,  Co.  I,  ist  Regt.,  Cav.,  Craftsbury 
Chamberlin,  William  A.,  Priv.,  Co.  I,  ist  Regt.  (Substitute.) 
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Officers. 

Preside^it. 

Maj.-Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  LL.D.,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Vice  Presidents . 

Brig.-Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain,  Barre,  Mass. 

Hon.  Daniel  H.  Chamberlain,  LL.D.,  West  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Col.  Thomas  Chamberlin,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  Elnathan  E.  Strong,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Prof.  Thomas  C.  Chamberlin,  LL.D.,  Chicago,  111. 

Myron  L.  Ch.\mberlal\,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Col.  Simon  E.  Chamberlin,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Col.  Henry  H.  Adams,  New  York  City. 

Pres.  McKendree  H.  Chamberlin,  LL.D.,  Lebanon,  111. 

Mr.  Lewis  H.  Chamberlain,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Gov.  George  E.  Chamberlain,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Rev,  Leander  T.  Chamberlain,  D.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Richard  H.  Chamberlain,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Mr.  William  Wilson  Chamberlaine,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Corresponding  Secretary . 

Miss  Abbie  M.  Chamberlain,  Braintree,  Mass.,  and  Washington, 
D.C. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Mr.  William  Chamberlain,  825  Congress  St.,  Portland,  Me. 

Treasurer. 

Mr.  Thomas  Chamberlain,  State  National  Bank,  Boston,  Mass. 

Assistant  Treasurer. 
Mrs.  Sophia  A.  C.  Caswell,  27  River  St.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Executive  Committee. 

Hon.  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain,  Chairman,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Judge  William  T.  Forbes,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Miss  Laura  B.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

The  President,  Secretaries  and  Treasurer,  <».*  <7^rto. 
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Stdnaittd  Committm. 

Genealogical  Committee. 

Rev.  Leander  T.  Chamberlain,  D.D.,  New  York  City. 

Col.  Thomas  Chamberlin,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mr.  Herbert  B.  Chamberlain,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

George  M.  Chamberlin,  M.D.,  Chicago,  111. 

Miss  Jennie  Chamberlain  Watts,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Miss  Isabella  S.  Chamberlin,  Washington,  D.  C., 

Genealogical  Bureau. 

Me.  George  W.  Chamberlain,  Secretary,  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Committee  on  English  Ancestry. 

Rev.  Leander  T.  Chamberlain,  D.D.,  Chairman,  The  Chelsea, 

New  York  City. 
Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Kimball,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Charles  N.  Fessenden,  Chicago,  111. 
Mr.  Henry  R.  Chamberlain,  London,  England. 

Committee  on  History. 

Maj.-Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  Chairman,  Portland,  Me. 
Hon.  Daniel  H.  Chamberlain,  LL.D.,  West  Brookfield,  Mass. 
Col.  Henry  H.  Adams,  New  York  City. 
Com.  Eugene  L.  Chamberlain,  Commissioner  of  Navigation. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Mr.  Montague  Chamberlain,  Boston,  Mass. 
Miss  Laura  B.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Miss  S.  Emma  Chamberlin,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Prof.  Ralph  Curtis  Ringv^^alt,  New  York  City. 
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Committee  on  Colonial  and  American  Revolutionary  Ancestry. 

J.  W.  Chamberlin,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  Endicott  Building,  St.  Paul, 

Minn. 
Mr.  Wm.  S.  Boynton,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Burnham,  Putnam,  Conn. 
Mrs.  O.  a.  Furst,  Bellefonte,  Pa. 
Mrs.  Florence  C.  Moseley,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Mr.  Prescott  Chamberlain,  Boston,  Mass. 

Committee  on  Recent  Wars. 

Capt.  Orville  T.  Chamberlain,  Chairman,  Elkhart,  Ind. 
Brig-Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain,  Barre,  Mass. 
Mr.  Rollin  S.  Chamberlain,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
Capt.  Hiram  S.  Chamberlain,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Mrs.  Emily  A.  Capron,  Winchendon,  Mass. 
Miss  Helen  C.  Chamberlain,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mrs.  Ellen  E.  C.  Blair,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Miss  S.  Emma  Chamberlin,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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Eist  of  mcmbm. 


*  Deceased,     t  Charter  Members. 


Cifc  members. 

Mrs.  Lucy  P.  Chamberlain 

tRev.  Leander  T.  Chamberlain,  D.D. 

Mr.  William  Chamberlain 

George  M.  Chamberlin,  M.  D. 

Rev.  Jacob  Chamberlain,  LL.D. 

Mr.  Charles  Willis  Smith 


Medford,  Mass. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

West  Chesterfield,  N.  H. 

Chicago,  111. 

Madras,  India. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 


igoo.) 


Jlctioc  members. 

Col.  Henry  H.  Adams 
Mrs.  Horace  G.  Allen 
Capt.  Abram  P.  Andrew 
Mrs.  Martha  E.  Austin     . 
Mrs.  Emily  S.  Bartlett 
tMrs.  Ellen  E.  C.  Blair    . 
Miss  Amy  E.  Blanchard 
*Mr.  D.  C.  Bloomer 

(Died  February  26, 

Mrs.  Sarah  M.  C.  Bodwell 
tMr.  William  S.  Boynton 
tMrs.  J.  M.  Brant     . 
Mrs.  George  M.  Brown     . 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Brown 
jMrs.  Mary  C.  Burnham 
Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Butts 
Mrs.  Emily  A.  Capron 
tMrs.  Sophia  A.  C.  Caswell 
tMiss  Abbie  M.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Albert  Chamberlin     . 
Mr.  Albert  S.  Chamberlin 
tMr.  A.  C.  Allen  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Allen  Chamberlin 


New  York,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  Mass. 

.     La  Porte,  Ind. 

Roxbury,  Mass. 

Chicago,  111. 

Dorchester,  Mass. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y. 

St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

East  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

La  Grange,  Ind. 

Putnam,  Conn. 

Newton  Centre,  Mass. 

.     Winchendon,  Mass. 

Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

North  Abington,  Mass. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Winchester,  Mass. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Mr.  Allen  G.  Chamberlain 
Allen  H.  Chamberlain,  M.  D. 
*Mr.  Almond  W.  Chamberlain 

(Died  Jan.  30,  1905.) 
Miss  Anna  P.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Ansel  E.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Arthur  B.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Arthur  Hale  Chamberlain 
tMr.  Asa  W.  Chamberlin 
Miss  Bertha  C.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Burr  C.  Chamberlin 
Miss  Catherine  J.  Chamberlayne 
Mr.  Cecil  C.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Chamberlin 
*Mr.  Charles  K.  Chamberlin 

(Died  May  14,  1899.) 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Chamberlain    . 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Chamberlain  . 
Mr.  Chauncy  W.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Clarence  Abner  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Clarence  M.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Clarissa  A.  Chamberlin    . 
Mr.  Clark  W.  Chamberlain 
*tCyrus  N.  Chamberlain,  M.  D. 

(Died  July  18,  iSgg.) 

tHon.  Daniel  H.  Chamberlain,  LL.D.     . 
*tHon.  Daniel  U.  Chamberlin 

(Died  June  15,  1898.) 
Mr.  Davis  S.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Delia  Cara  Chamberlin    . 
*Mr.  Dvvight  S.  Chamberlain  . 

(Died  May  11,  190J.) 
Mr.  Edward  Wilmot  Chamberlain,  LL.B 


Idaho  Springs,  Colo. 

Foxcroft,  Me. 

Harbor  Beach,  Mich. 

East  Orange,  N.  J. 

Dahon,  Mass. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Plainfield,  N.  J. 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Norwood,  Mass. 

Dalton,  Mass. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Enderlin,  N.  Dak. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Westford,  Mass. 

Ro.xbury,  Mass. 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Kingston,  Pa. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Eau  Claire,  Wis. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Worcester,  Mass. 

La  Grange,  Ohio. 

Andover,  Mass. 

W.  Brookfield,  Mass. 
Cambridgeport,  Mass. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Burlington,  Iowa. 

Lyons,  N.  Y, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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I 


*tMr.  Edward  Watts  Chamberlain 

(Died  Dec.  i8, 1905.) 

Miss  Edna  W.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Edward  W.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Edward  A.  Chamberlin 
Edwin  C.  Chamberlin,  M.  D.   . 
Mr.  Edward  F.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Eli  H.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Elisabeth  Chamberlin 
Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Chamberlin 
Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Chamberlain 
jMiss  Ella  J.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Ellen  Jeanette  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Emerson  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Ephraim  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Erastus  H.  Chamberlin     . 
Mr.  Ernest  V.  Chamberlin 
*Mr.  Eugene  G.  Chamberlin    . 
Hon.  Eugene  Tyler  Chamberlain 
Gen.  Frank  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Frank  D.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Frank  D.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Frank  E.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Frank  H.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Frederic  E.  Chamberlin    . 
Mr.  Fred  W.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Frederic  W.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  George  B.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  George  Clinton  Chamberlin 
George  E.  Chamberlain,  M.  D. 
Hon.  George  E.  Chamberlin    . 
Mr.  George  F.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  G.  Howard  Chamberlin,  M.  D 
George  M.  Chamberlin,  M.  D. 
Mr.  George  R.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  George  Thomas  Chamberlain 
Mr.  George  W.  Chamberlin 


Louisville,  Ky. 


Summit,  N.  J. 
Braintree,  Mass. 
.     Trenton,  N.  J. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Scranton,  Pa. 
.     Pontiac,  Mich. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Chicago,  111. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Summit,  N.  J. 
Norwood,  Mass. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Camden,  N.  J. 
Chicago,  111. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
.      Albany,  N.  Y. 
Columbus,  Ohio. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Manistee,  Mich. 
.    Hudson,  Mass. 
.     Bayonne,  N.  J. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Chicago,  111. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
.       Manilla,  P.  I. 
Portland,  Ore. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
.    Yonkers,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  111. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Columbus,  Ohio. 
Summit,  N.  J. 
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*Rev.  George  W.  Chamberlain,  D.  D.     . 

(Died  July  31,  1902.) 

tMr.  George  W.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Gertrude  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Harlow  H.  Chamberlain    . 
Mr.  Harold  Wyllys  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Harry  G.  Chamberlin 
Miss  Hattie  J.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Helen  Chamberlain 
Miss  Helen  M.  C.  Chamberlin 
Miss  Henrietta  M.  Chamberlaine 
Mr.  Henry  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Henry  E.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Henry  L.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Henry  N.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Henry  R.  Chamberlain 
tMr.  Herbert  B.  Chamberlain 
Capt.  Hiram  S.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Horace  P.  Chamberlain     . 
*Mr.  Isaac  W.  Chamberlin 

(Died  December  15,  1904.) 

Mr.  Isaac  C.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Isabella  S.  Chamberlin     . 
Rev.  Jacob  Chamberlain,  LL.  D. 
Mr.  Jacob  A.  Chamberlain 
*tMr.  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain 

(Died  July  28,  1905.) 

Rev.  James  A.  Chamberlin,  D.D. 
Mr.  James  I.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  James  Roswell  Chamberlin 
Mr.  James  W.  Chamberlain      . 
tMiss  Jessie  C.  Chamberlin     . 
Mr.  John  Chamberlin 
*Mr.  John  F.  Chamberlin 

(Died  September  14,  1905.) 


Bahia,  Brazil,  S.  A. 


Weymouth,  Mass. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

.    Brunswick,  Me. 

Chicago,  111. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

.     Baltimore,  Md. 

Three  Oaks,  Mich. 

Gridley,  Kan. 

.      Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  111. 

London,  Eng. 

Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

.      Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

.     Lafayette,  Ind. 


Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

.    Madras,  India. 

Warivick,  N.  Y. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Berkeley,  Cal. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Akron,  Ohio. 

Boston,  Mass. 

.    Lexington,  Mo. 

Summit,  N.  J. 
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Mr.  John  W.  Chamberlain 
*Mr.  John  Wilson  Chamberlin 

(Died  August  ii,  igoi.) 

*Joseph  E.  M.  Chamberlaine,  M.  D. 

(Died  January  30,  1901.) 

Joseph  E.  Chamberlin     .         .         .         .         . 
*Mr.  Joseph  L.  Chamberlain    . 

(Died  December  30,  igoo.) 

tMaj.-Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  LL.  D. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Chamberlin 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Chamberlin 

James  P.  Chamberlin,  M.  D. 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Chamberlain 

tjehiel  W.  Chamberlin,  M.  D 

tMiss  Laura  B.  Chamberlain 

Mr.  Lee  Chamberlain 

Mrs.  Lee  Chamberlain 

Mr.  Leon  T.  Chamberlain 

Mr.  Lewis  H.  Chamberlin 

tMiss  Lizzie  F.  Chamberlain 

Hon.  Loyed  E.  Chamberlain 

Mark  Chamberlin,  D.  D.  S. 

*Mark  A.  Chamberlain,  M.  D. 

(Died  July  3,  1905.) 

Mr.  Martin  H.  Chamberlin 

Miss  Mary  Chamberlin  .... 

Miss  Mary  Dunton  Chamberlain 

Pres.  McKendree  H.  Chamberlin,  LL.D. 

*tHon.  Mellen  Chamberlain,  LL.D. 

(Died  June  25,  1900.) 

tMr.  Montague  Chamberlain  . 

*Mr.  Moses  Chamberlin  .... 

(Died  July  29,  1902.) 


Portland,  Ore. 
Tiffin,  Ohio. 


Easton,  Md. 


New  York,  N.  Y. 
Cherry  Valley.  N.  Y. 


Brunswick,  Me. 

Toledo,  Ohio. 

Chicago,  111. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Brockton,  Mass. 

Cody,   Wyo. 

Winthrop,  Iowa. 


Rutland,  Vt. 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Portland,  Me. 

Lebanon,  111. 

.     Chelsea,  Mass. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Milton,  Pa. 


fMyron  L.  Chamberlain,  M.  D. 


Boston,  Mass. 
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*Mr.  Nahum  B.  Chamberlain 


Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 


Cambridge,  Mass. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
Aubumdale,  Mass. 


(Died  January  ii,  1905.) 

*tMr.  Newell  Chamberlain 

(Died  February  10,  1905.) 

Mr.  Norman  A.  Chamberlain, 
*tMiss  N.  Augusta  Chamberlain 

(Died  March  22,  1900.) 

*Rev.  Nathan  H.  Chamberlayne     .         .       Monument  Beach,  Mass 

(Died  April  i,  1901.) 

*Mr.  Orin  S.  Chamberlain 

(Died  February, 
Capt.  Orville  T.  Chamberlain  . 


Mr.  Patrick  Chamberlaine 
Prof.  Paul  Mellen  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Prescott  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Preston  S.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Remembrance  W.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Richard  H.  Chamberlain 
Gen.  Robert  H.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Rollin  S.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Roswell  W.  Chamberlain 
tBrig-Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain 
Miss  Sarah  Abigail  Chamberlin 
tMiss  Sarah  P.  Chamberlain    . 
Mr.  Simeon  E.  Chamberlain    . 
Mr.  Sylvester  Chamberlain 
tCol.  Simon  E.  Chamberlin 
tMiss  S.  Emma  Chamberlin    . 
Mr.  Samuel  D.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  S.  Harrison  Chamberlain 
Mr.  S.  R.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Smith  T.  Chamberlin 
*Mr.  Stillman  W.  Chamberlain 
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Chicago,  111. 


Elkhardt,  Ind. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chicago,  111. 
Chelsea,  Mass. 
Bradford,  Vt. 
So.  Newbury,  Vt. 
Oakland,  Cal. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Harrit.burg,  Penn. 
.     Chester,  N.  Y. 
.     Barre  Plains,  Mass. 
Cumberland  Foreside,  Me. 
Salem,  Mass. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
.      Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Allston  Mass. 
Chicago,  111. 
Derby,  Conn. 
Bralntree,  Mass. 


(Died  September  20,  1903.) 
tProf.  Thomas  C.  Chamberlin,  LL.D.     . 


Chicago,  111. 
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tMr.  Thomas  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Thomas  E.  Chamberlin     . 
Mr.  Walter  N.  Chamberlin 
*Mr.  Ward  B.  Chamberlin 

(Died  November  14,  1903.) 

Mr.  Warren  Chamberlain 
Capt.  Wilbur  F.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Willard  DeWitt  Chamberlin 
Mr.  Willard  N.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  William  Chamberlain 
Mr.  William  Chamberlaine 
Mr.  William  Chamberlain 
Capt.  William  Chamberlaine 
*Prof.  William  B.  Chamberlain 

(Died  March  7,  1903.) 

Mr.  William  B.  Chamberlin 
Mr.  William  C.  Chamberlain    . 
Mr.  William  C.  Chamberlain    . 
tMr.  William  Carlton  Chamberlain 
Mr.  William  H.  Chamberlin    . 
Mr.  William  H.  Chamberlin    . 
Mr.  William  H.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  William  Joseph  Chamberlain    . 
«Mr.  William  N.  Chamberlin  . 

(Died  August  9,  igoi.) 

Major  William  N.  Chamberlin 

Mr.  William  Porter  Chamberlain     . 

Mr.  William  R.  Chamberlain 

Mr.  William  Reginald  Chamberlain 

Mr.  William  S.  Chamberlain    . 

Mr.  William  W.  Chamberlaine 

Mrs.  T.  Eaton  Clapp        .... 

*tMrs.  Alice  G.  Chamberlain  Clarke 


(Died  July  8,  1899.) 


Mrs.  Mary  L.  C.Clarke 
Mrs.  Alfred  W.  Cole 


Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Brookline,  Mass. 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Honolulu,  H.  I. 

.     Hannibal,  Mo. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 

Brookline,  Mass. 

Portland,  Me. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

.    Ashbourne,  Pa. 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 

.      Oak  Park,  111. 

.    Torresdale,  Pa. 

Charlottesville,  Va. 

Dubuque,  Iowa. 

.     Louisville,  Ky. 

Chicago,  111. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

.     Kanona,  N.  Y. 

Denver,  Colo. 

Pittsfield,  Mass. 


Washington,  D.  C. 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Chicago,  111. 

Portland,  Me. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Southbridge,  Mass. 

.   Andover,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
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Mrs.  George  N.  Conklin 

t Edward  Cowles,  M.  D.,  LL.U. 

Miss  Caroline  Crosman 

Mrs.  T.  William  Dale      .... 

*Mrs.  Amie  Whiting  Damon  . 

(Died  January  26,  1902.) 

Mrs.  Nathan  A.  Davis 
Mrs.  Nestor  W.  Davis 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Dick 
Mrs.  Kate  C.  Dillingham 
Miss  Hattie  Chamberlin  Drew 
Mr.  John  C.  Eccleston 
Mrs.  Sarah  C.    Eccleston 
Mr.  Elbert  Eli  Farman 
Mr.  Charles  N.  Fessenden 
Judge  William  T.  Forbes 
Miss  Harriott  A.  Fox 
tMrs.  Caroline  W.  Furst 
Miss  Adelaide  C.  Gray     . 
Miss  Mary  E.  Grover 
tMrs.  Helen  Guilford 
*Mrs.  O.  H.  Harding 

(Died  January  30,  1903.) 


Marquette,  Mich. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Auburndale,  Mass. 

.    Reading,  Mass. 


.  Concord,  Mass. 

Winchester,  Mass. 

Andover,  Mass. 

Denver,  Colo. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

.     Buenos  Ayres,  S.  A. 

.    Warsaw,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  111. 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Chicago,  111. 

.     Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Lynn,  Mass. 

White  River  Junction,  Vt. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

.     AUston,  Mass. 


Mrs.  George  B.  Harvey    . 

Mrs.  William  Hayes 

Mrs.  Lucy  Chamberlain  Hayward 

Mrs.  Harriet  C.  I.  Hewitt 

tMiss  Louise  H.  Hinckley 

Mrs.  Hattie  T.  C.  Hughes 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Hurley 

Mrs.  Cleora  E.  Jefferds     . 

*Mr.  Charles  A.  Jewell     , 

(Died  June  25,  1905.) 

*Miss  Charlotte  A.  Jewell 

(Died  October  23,  1903.) 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Johnson  .... 


New  York,  N.  Y. 

.    Winona,  Minn. 

London,  Eng. 

Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mobile,  Ala. 

West  Seattle,  Wash. 

Foxcroft,  Me. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

West  Somerville,  Mass. 


/  NOTICES. 

WAR    LISTS. 

Lists  of  soldiers  of  the  family  name  in  the  Colonial  and  Revolu- 
tionary periods,  from  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  (including 
Maine,)  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Maryland  have 
been  published  in  the  Report  of  1900;  those  in  the  war  for  the 
Union  from  Massachusetts  and  California,  and  those  in  the  Spanish 
war  from  Pennsylvania  in  the  Report  for  1902.  There  are  now  in 
hand  lists  relating  to  the  late  wars,  which  have  been  made  up  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee  on  Recent  Wars  and  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  for  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut  and 
New  Jersey.     That  for  Vermont  is  presented  in  this  volume. 

CHART    RECORDS. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Association  that 
members  of  the  Chamberlain  families,  whether  of  this  name  or  some 
other,  record  their  ancestry  for  at  least  five  generations  upon  the 
chart  enclosed  with  this  Report,  and  send  the  same  to  the  Assistant 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Caswell,  27  River  Street,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
before  the  next  annual  meeting,  to  be  preserved  by  the  Association 
as  records  valuable  for  all  members  of  the  families  desiring  to  trace 
and  connect  their  genealogies. 

NEXT    MEETING. 

The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  an  important  one.  A  general 
desire  has  been  expressed  that  it  be  made  also  one  of  special  social 
character,  enabling  members  to  become  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  each  other  and  to  widen  their  sphere  of  interest  by  familiar  inter- 
change of  personal  and  family  history  and  incident.  Members  are 
requested  to  take  part  freely  in  this  enjoyable  feature  of  the  occa- 
sion. The  Executive  Committee  will  be  glad  to  receive  suggestions 
as  to  desirable  details  for  this  meeting. 

CORRECTION. 

On  page  80,  lines  22  and  25,  the  years  should  read  1904  and  1905. 
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Mrs.  Annie  B.  Chamberlain  Keene 
tMrs.  Etta  F.  C.  Kendall 
*tMrs.  Eliza  M.  C.  Kennedy  . 

(Died  September  21,  1903.) 
tMr.  Horace  Kennedy 
tMrs.  Harriet  P.  Kimball 
Mrs.  Israel  H.  Light 
Mrs.  Helen  M.  C.  Lloyd 
Mrs.  Margaret  C.  MacFadden 
Mrs.  C.  B.  McLean 
*Rev.  Moses  Mellen  Martin,  D.D 

(Died  September  25,  igo2.) 

Mrs.  James  A.  Merritt     .... 

Mrs.  Oscar  F.  Moore 

Mrs.  W.  E.  F.  Moon 

Mrs.  Florence  Chamberlain  Moseley 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Nicholls 

*Mr.  John  Chamberlain  Ordway 

(Died  April  23,  1905.) 

tMrs.  Carrie  A.  C.  Oxford 
Miss  Amy  Katherine  Pearson 
tMr.  George  Herbert  Perry 
tMrs.  Minnie  A.  C.  Perry 
tMr.  Ralph  Dana  Perry    . 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  Piatt 
Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Pray 
Miss  Lucinda  C.  Ragan 
Mr.  Roe  Reisinger   . 
Mr.  John  S.  Ringwalt,  Jr. 
Prof.  Ralph  Curtis  Ringwalt    . 
Mrs.  Elisha  Risley 
Mrs.  Albert  S.  Roe 
Miss  Emma  Ten-Broeck  Runk 
tMrs.  Charles  W.  Seymour 
Mrs.  Amy  Chamberlain  Shanks 
Mr.  Frank  C.  Shipley 
Mrs.  Anna  Eugenia  Smiley 


Bangor,  Me. 

Auburndale,  Mass. 

Watertown,  Mass. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Bloomington,  111. 

Chicago,  111. 

.       Oak  Park,  111. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Ovid,  Mich. 

.    Baltimore,  Md. 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Summit,  N.  J. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

.      St.  Louis,  Mo. 

.    Concord,  N.  H. 

Holden,  Mass. 

.    Baltimore,  Md. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Englewood,  N.  J. 

Boston,  Mass. 

.     London,  Ohio. 

Franklin,  Pa. 

Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

West  Hartford,  Conn. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Lambertville,  N.  J. 

Hingham,  Mass. 

Round  Lake,  N.  Y. 

.    Seattle,  Wash. 

Springfield,  Mass. 
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Mrs.  Charles  Willis  Smith 
Mrs.  Grace  Chamberlin  Snook 
Mr.  Arthur  C.  Sprague     . 
Mr.  Frank  H.  Sprague     . 
Mrs.  Mary  Baldwin  Stoddard 
tRev.  Elnathan  E.  Strong,  D.D.. 
Miss  Georgiana  Viola  Wait 
Mr.  Edward  K.  Warren 
Mrs.  Edward  K.  Warren 
Miss  Jennie  Chamberlain  Watts 
Mrs.  Martha  C.  Wilson    . 
Mr.  Arthur  Chamberlain  Wise 


.      Pittsburg,  Pa. 

.  Hartwell,  Ohio. 

Wollaston,  Mass. 

Wollaston,  Mass. 

Lawrence,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

Auburndale,  Mass. 

Waltham,  Mass. 

Three  Oaks,  Mich. 

Three  Oaks,  Mich. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Brookline,  Mass. 


Jlssoclatc  members. 


Mr.  George  M.  Brown 
tMr.  George  B.  Caswell    . 
Mrs.  William  B.  Chamberlin    . 
Mrs.  Anna  Garland  Chamberlain 
tMrs.  Asa  W.  Chamberlin 
Mrs.  Catherine  W.  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Chamberlin     . 
Mrs.  Eugene  G.  Chamberlin    . 
Mrs.  Fannie  E.  Chamberlin 
Mrs.  Jacob  C.  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Chamberlin 
tMrs.  Newell  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  Thomas  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  James  I.  Chamberlain 
Mr.  Nathan  A.  Davis 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Jewell     . 
tMr.  James  H.  Kendall    . 
Hon.  Oscar  H.  Leland     . 
*t  Mr.  Frank  W.  Perry      . 

(Died  June  20,  iJ 

Mrs.  Willard  N.  Chamberlain    . 


Hartford,  Conn. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
.    Torresdale,  Pa. 
Andover,  Mass. 
Jamaica  liain,  Mass. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Port  Washington,  W 
Chicago.  111. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Green  . 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Barre  Plains, 'Mass. 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

.    Harrisburg,  Pa. 

.    Concord,  Mass. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Auburndale,  Mass. 

.     McGregor,  Tex. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Brookline,  Mass. 
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The  committee  on  publication  regrets  exceedingly  the  delay  in  the  issuing  of 
this  report.  The  Executive  Committee  hopes  that  the  report  for  1908  will  be 
sent  to  the  members  in  less  than  twelve  months. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  1906 

On  September  12,  1906,  the  Association  held  its  annual  gathering  (the  ninth 
in  its  history)  at  the  Parker  House,  Boston. 

The  business  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2:45  by  the  President,  Gen- 
eral Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  and  the  routine  business  was  disposed  of. 

The  report  of  the  Genealogical  Committee  led  to  a  lengthy  and  animated 
discussion,  the  question  at  issue  being,  "Shall  the  Genealogical  Bureau  be  main- 
tained as  a  separate  organization,  or  shall  it  be  consolidated  with  the  Genealogical 
Committee?"  Finally  a  vote  was  passed  referring  the  matter  to  the  President 
and  Executive  Committee  with  full  power  to  decide. 

A  biographical  sketch  of  the  late  John  Frederick  Chamberlin  of  New  York 
was  read. 

The  business  meeting  adjourned  at  five  o'clock,  and  at  six  the  members 
assembled  for  dinner.  When  the  coffee  was  served  the  President  delivered  a 
brief  address, — he  had  been  re-elected  in  spite  of  his  earnestly  expressed  desire 
that  the  reins  of  government  be  placed  in  other  hands.  Addresses  were  delivered, 
also,  by  Judge  Forbes  and  General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain.  Dr.  George  M. 
Chamberlin  of  Chicago  made  a  stirring  speech,  followed  in  much  the  same  vein 
by  Dr.  E.  W.  Chamberlain  of  New  York. 

A  biographical  sketch  of  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  of  New  York,  which 
had  been  prepared  by  Rev.  L.  T.  Chamberlain,  D.  D.,  of  New  York,  was  read 
by  Mr.  Asa  Chamberlin,  of  Jamaica  Plain. 

The  post-prandial  exercises  were  enlivened  by  vocal  and  instrumental  se- 
lections by  Miss  Ella  M.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge,  and  Miss  Bertha  C.  Cham- 
berlain, Norwood. 

The  finale  was  the  singing  of  "America"  by  the  entire  assembly. 

Montague  Chajviberlain, 

Recording  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

One  of  the  gratifying  features  we  report  to-day,  is  a  large  accession  of  mem- 
bers, chiefly  from  the  Chamberlain  Reunion  Association  formed  in  August,  1905, 
— a  grouping  of  the  descendants  of  Benjamin  Chamberlain,  who  died  near  Sparta, 
N.  J.,  in  1816.  In  the  list  of  deaths  recorded,  all  will  regret  to  see  the  name  of 
one  of  our  distinguished  Vice-Presidents,  Col.  H.  H.  Adams,  of  New  York  City, 
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whose  portrait  and  biography  were  induded  in  our  Annual  Report  for  190S.  Our 
sympathies  have  been  called  forth  by  the  long,  painful  illness  of  Mr.  Eugene  G. 
Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  so  beautifully  borne,  while  tenderly  nursed  by  his  faithful 
wife.  The  death  of  the  prominent  New  York  banker,  Mr.  John  F.  Chamberlin, 
of  Summit,  N.  J.,  has  been  reported  by  his  brother,  Mr.  Emerson  Chamberlin. 
We  are  glad  to  welcome  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Amy  Chamberlain  Shanks  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  her  mother's  passing  away  last  year.  Death  claimed  Mr. 
James  I.  Chamberlain  as  a  victim  of  pneumonia  in  June.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  with  us  at  our  fifth  annual  meeting.  Mrs.  Judge  Furst  of  Belief onte.  Pa., 
has  been  doubly  bereaved  by  the  death  of  this  brother,  followed  later  by  that  of 
her  distinguished  husband,  a  prominent  lawyer  and  judge.  Miss  Sarah  Cham- 
berlain, of  Salem,  Mass.,  has  lost  her  only  brother,  Mr.  Edward  Watts  Cham- 
berlain, of  Louisville,  Ky.  The  first  money  received  in  the  Chamberlain  treasury 
came  from  him  and  his  son.  Mrs.  J.  S.  Brown  of  La  Grange,  Ind.,  is  deeply 
bereaved  by  the  sudden  death  of  her  excellent  husband.  She  is  the  sister  of  our 
wonderful  traveller,  Capt.  Orville  T.  Chamberlain. 

Photographs  of  two  Vice-Presidents  have  been  received, — Mr.  Richard  H. 
Chamberlain,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Chamberlaine,  of  Norfolk,  Va. 
A  photograph  of  Mr.  W.  N.  Chamberlin,  of  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  has  been  re- 
ceived. We  sympathize  with  him  in  the  loss  of  his  beloved  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane 
Osborn  Chamberlin,  in  March,  1906.  W^e  congratulate  him  upon  reaching  his 
eighty-fourth  birthday,  May  :28th.  You  will  make  his  acquaintance  through 
his  picture  in  this  Report. 

If  "history  is  perennially  interesting,"  personal  records  are  much  more  so, 
and  may  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  the  younger  generation,  for  we  have  been  brought 
through  the  camera  and  pen  into  closer  acquaintance  with  some  of  our  officers 
and  members  by  our  biennial  report,  which  seemed  to  give  much  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  to  our  distant  members.  Their  patience  had  been  somewhat  taxed 
by  the  great  printers'  strike  all  over  the  country  delaying  its  completion,  but  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  History,  with  characteristic  energy,  faithfully 
pressed  the  work  to  completion,  and  all  feel  well  rewarded  for  the  delay.  Some, 
in  these  sketches,  have  taken  us  into  their  inner  life,  and  told  us  of  their  boyish 
ambitions  and  later  achievements.  Special  thanks  are  due  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Cham- 
berlain, President  McKendree  H.  Chamberlin,  Dr.  E.  E.  Strong,  and  Mrs.  John 
C.  Ordway,  for  so  kindly  loaning  us  plates  for  the  illustrations. 

The  question  for  discussion  to-day  is,  in  what  form  and  way  shall  we  begin 
the  publishing  of  our  genealogy  ?  The  decision  rests  with  the  Association.  Our 
Chamberlain  horizon  was  considerably  broadened  last-  June,  when  visiting  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  George  M.  Chamberlin  in  their  delightful  home  on  Drexel  Boulevard, 
Chicago.  The  hospitable  doctor  telephoned  to  all  parts  of  Greater  Chicago, 
asking  our  Chamberlain  members  to  call  and  learn  about  their  "eastern  cousins." 
Many  responded,  coming  even  in  a  drenching  rain  from  twelve  miles  out;  and 
we  found  western  hospitality  was  not  narrowed  to  the  definition  in  the  dictionary. 


Mu.  Walter  X.  Chamberlin 
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The  officers  of  this  Association  have  much  cause  for  gratitude  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  have  so  loyally  supported  and  encouraged  them  in  this 
labor  of  love;  and  if  all  of  you  will  continue  to  exercise  patience  and  forbearance, 
they,  or  their  successors,  may  be  able  to  carry  out  in  the  future  all  of  your  plans 
and  wishes.     Thanking  you  for  the  many  expressions  of  kindness  in  the  past, 

Faithfully  submitted, 

Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain. 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  1906. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

In  account  with  the  Chamberlain  Association 
From  September  13,  1905,  to  September  12,  1906 

1905.  Dk. 

Sept.    8.     Balance  on  hand,  $300.04 

Yearly  fees,  219.00 

New  members,  33.00 

Sale  of  reports,  17.45 


1905.  Ch. 

Sept.  13.     Paid  Parker  House,  use  of  the  Crystal  Room  during  annual  meeting, 

Oct.  13.     Paid  Mr.  George  W.  Chamberlain,  Bureau  Secretary, 

Dec.  11.     Suffolk  Engravnng  Co.,  Boston, 

1906. 

April  17.    Smith   &  Sale,  printing  550  annual  reports  (1904-5), 

Express, 

Collection  on  checks. 

Paper,    envelopes,    postage, 

Frank  Wood,  printing  notices  of  annual  meeting,  1906, 


Sept.  12.     Balance  in  hands  of  Assistant  Treasurer, 


$569.49 


$10 

.00 

75 

.00 

5 

.82 

161 

.47 

1 

.70 

.64 

44 

.26 

3 

.00 

$301 

.89 

267 

.60 

$569.49 


Sophia  A.  Chamberlain  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  1907 

The  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  which  was  held  at  the  Parker 
House,  Boston,  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1907,  was  characterized  by  a  feeling 
of  comradeship  such  as  few  of  these  reunions  have  attained.  The  majority  of 
those  present,  widely  separated  as  are  their  home  towns,  had  met  so  frequently 
at  these  gatherings  that  they  were  no  longer  strangers,  and  those  who  were  mak- 
ing their  first  appearance  soon  became  infected  with  the  general  good  fellowship 
about  them. 

The  Executive  Committee  met  at  ten  o'clock,  and  before  their  deliberations 
were  ended  the  first  comers  were  announced,  and  by  noon  a  goodly  number  had 
assembled,  and  were  formally  welcomed  by  the  President,  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Cham- 
berlain, assisted  by  Vice-President  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
E.  Chamberlain. 

After  an  hour  spent  in  greeting  old  friends  and  forming  new  acquaintances 
the  company  was  served  with  luncheon  in  the  Crystal  Room,  where  the  Clan 
Chamberlain  have  gathered  yearly  since  the  Association  was  organized. 

The  good  things  provided  by  mine  host  having  been  disposed  of,  the  routine 
business, — reading  of  the  reports  from  Secretary  and  Treasurer  and  from  Com- 
mittees,— was  taken  up,  sandwiched  between  divers  entertaining  talks  and  de- 
lightful music. 

The  guests  of  honor  were  Ex-Governor  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  of  Connecticut, 
Mr.  Pierson  Chamberlain,  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Chamberlain  Reunion 
Association,  and  Mr.  John  Chase,  President  of  the  Chase-Chace  Family  Asso- 
ciation, all  of  whom  made  interesting  addresses.  Mr.  Chase  complimented  the 
Chamberlain  Association  on  its  large  membership  and  its  vigor  and  its  loyalty 
to  the  family  traditions,  and  invited  the  Association  to  send  a  representative  to 
the  next  year's  annual  gathering  of  the  Chase-Chace  families. 

Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  added  to  the  festivity  by  relating  a  number 
of  amusing  stories  in  his  inimitable  way. 

The  Treasurer  assured  the  meeting  that  the  finances  were  in  sound  condi- 
tion, as  we  had  $560.70  in  the  Quincy  Savings  Bank  as  well  as  $^281.44  in  the 
custody  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer. 

The  Committee  on  English  Ancestry  reported  that  they  had  prepared  for 
publication  a  paper  on  Henry  Chamberlin  of  Hinghara,  Mass.,  and  Hingham, 
England. 

A  vote  was  passed,  "that  we  accept,  with  thanks  to  Dr.  George  M.  Cham- 
berlin, of  Chicago,  the  translation  of  the  epitaph  on  the  tomb  of  Dr.  Hugo  Cham- 
berlen,  in  Westminster  Abbey." 

Telegrams   were  received  from  Prof.   Paul   Mellen   Chamberlain  and  from 
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Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin,  both  of  Chicago,  and  replies  were  drafted  and  de- 
spatched as  the  exercises  proceeded. 

A  motion  was  introduced  to  raise  the  admission  fee  to  $2.00  and  the  annual 
dues  to  $2.00.  A  rather  lively  debate  ensued,  and  the  majority  of  the  speakers 
being  opposed  to  the  change,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Colonel  Harding,  of  New  York,  told,  in  an  entertaining  way,  of  his  search 
for  the  ancestn,'  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  Chamberlain.  His  address  was  filled  with 
valuable  suggestions  for  the  prosecution  of  genealogical  research.  Mrs.  Harding 
also  made  a  brief  address,  as  did  Mr.  Eugene  Chamberlin,  Mrs.  Fellows  and 
Mr.  Emerson  Chamberlin,  all  of  New  York;  Mrs.  Piatt,  of  Englewood,  N.  J.; 
Mr.  Edward  Chamberlain,  of  San  Antonio,  Tex.;  and  Messrs.  Albert  and  Au- 
gustus Chamberlin  (twins),  of  North  Abington,  Mass.  Music  was  rendered  by 
Mrs.  Davis,  Mrs.  Perry,  Miss  Lilla  A.  Chamberlin  and  Miss  Ella  Chamberlain. 

A  poem,  written  for  this  occasion  by  Mrs.  Smiley  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  had 
been  printed  by  Mr.  Asa  Chamberlin  of  Jamaica  Plain,  and  copies  were  distributed 
to  the  guests,  who  sang  it  to  the  tune  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne." 

Then  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Montague  Chamberlain, 

Recording  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

To-day  we  have  met  to  celebrate  the  tenth  anniversary  of  our  Association. 
One  of  our  pleasant  privileges  at  our  annual  gatherings  is  to  give  a  personal  greet- 
ing to  distant  members.  We  are  glad  to  clasp  them  by  the  hand,  look  in  their 
faces  and  say,  "welcome."  Last  year  (1906)  the  banquet  in  the  eve  closed  an 
all-day's  business  session  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Association.  The 
Crystal  Room  was  beautiful;  the  dinner-tables  were  adorned  with  a  profusion  of 
lovely  flowers,  chiefly  from  the  estate  of  Judge  William  T.  Forbes  of  Worcester, 
and  the  arches  behind  the  President's  chair  were  draped  with  the  large  fine  flag 
which  keeps  the  memory  of  its  giver,  the  late  Col.  H.  H.  Adams,  of  New  York  City, 
fresh  in  our  thoughts.  Speeches  and  excellent  music  and  the  best  dinner  the 
Parker  House  has  ever  served  the  Association,  united  to  make  the  occasion  most 
enjoyable.  The  President  was  very  happy  in  introducing  the  speakers  and  mu- 
sicians. The  special  feature  of  interest  was  an  able  historic  paper  by  Judge  Wil- 
liam T.  Forbes,  showing  careful  research  in  his  subject,  "Services  of  Massachu- 
setts Chamberlains  in  the  French  and  Indian  Wars,  as  shown  by  the  State  Archives, 
with  some  account  of  the  captives  in  Canada,  and  their  descendants."  This  led 
to  interesting  remarks  from  Mr.  Montague  Chamberlain,  of  Boston,  a  well-known 
friend  of  the  Indians,  and  to  bright,  pleasing  addresses  by  Dr.  George  M.  Cham- 
berlin, of  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Chamberlin,  of  New  York  City.  Brigadier- 
General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain,  of  Barre  Plains,  closed  with  some  of  his  de- 
lightful   reminiscences. 
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There  have  been  seventeen  accessions  to  the  Association  the  past  year,  and 
four  deaths  have  been  reported, — Hon.  D.  H.  Chamberlain,  formerly  Governor 
of  South  Carolina,  a  prominent  man  and  a  Vice-President  of  this  Association; 
Hon.  Henry  Chamberlain,  a  pioneer  in  the  State  of  Michigan:  Mr.  Jacob  A.  Cham- 
berlain, of  Warwick,  N.  Y.,  a  well-known  business  man  in  New  York  City,  and 
Miss  Henrietta  Maria  Chamberlaine,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  the  compiler  of  that 
interesting  booklet,  "Notes  on  the  Maryland  Charaberlaines."  We  thank  the 
friends  who  sent  notices  and  newspaper  clippings  relating  to  these  members,  as 
they  are  invaluable  in  the  preliminary  work  of  preparing  biographical  sketches. 
We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  photographs  from  Governor  Chamberlain,  of 
Oregon,  Mr.  Raymond  Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Archie  S.  Chamberlain,  both  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  the  loan  of  several  photographs  for  use  in  the  coming  Re- 
port. W^e  have  been  favored  with  a  fine  large  picture  of  the  house  of  Dr.  George 
M.  Chamberlin,  and  another  of  Drexel  Boulevard,  on  which  it  is  located  in  Chi- 
cago; also  a  photograph  of  the  hospitable  home  of  General  and  Mrs.  Samuel  E. 
Chamberlain,  of  Barre  Plains,  Mass.  Mr.  Warren  Chamberlain,  of  Honolulu, 
one  of  our  most  loyal  and  interested  members,  has  sent  a  large  illustrated  number 
of  a  Honolulu  newspaper,  showing  the  remarkable  growth  of  Hawaii  for  the  past 
fifty  years;  also  a  catalogue  of  Oahu  College,  with  a  history  of  its  foundation,  and 
a  photograph  and  brief  sketch  of  his  ancestor,  Levi  Chamberlain,  who  sailed 
April  27,  1823,  under  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  as  a  missionary  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
A  copy  of  the  Telugu  Bible  Dictionary  by  Jacob  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  D.  D.,  of 
Coonoor,  India,  has  been  received;  also  a  picture  of  himself  with  his  interpreter, 
J.  J.  Rayappa,  working  in  his  library;  and  a  leaflet  with  the  story  of  twelve  Brah- 
mins. Mr.  Raymond  Chamberlain  has  sent  a  Report  of  the  Brooklyn  Teachers' 
Association  for  1906.  A  copy  of  the  Catalogue  of  McKendree  College  at  Lebanon, 
111.,  comes  from  its  President.  Capt.  Orville  T.  Chamberlain  is  still  circling  the 
globe,  but  has  not  forgotten  to  send  us  notes  from  Honolulu,  and  some  data  from 
California.  Miss  Ella  Chamberlain,  our  popular  whistler,  has  turned  her  atten- 
tion partially  to  Art,  and  is  making  for  her  friends  very  good  copies  of  the  favorite 
coat  of  arms  of  the  Chamberlain  family.  Miss  Isabella  S.  Chamberlin,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  has  sent  interesting  Revolutionary  data.  Two  of  our  members 
have  contributed  to  the  department  of  English  history.  Dr.  J.  W.  Chamberlin, 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  has  sent  two  plates,  which  enable  us  to  reproduce  in  this  Re- 
port the  portrait  of  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlen,  of  London,  England,  and  his  cenotaph 
in  Westminster  Abbey.  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  has  furnished  a  translation 
of  the  epitaph.  Our  distant  member,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Eccleston,  who  has  experienced 
such  phenomenal  success  in  organizing  Kindergartens  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  through- 
out the  Argentine  Republic,  has  purchased  a  school  building,  intending  to  estab- 
lish a  Normal  School  for  the  training  of  her  assistants.  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Smiley, 
who  wrote  an  "Old  Home  W^eek"  song  for  us  to  sing  to  the  tune  of  "Auld  Lang 
Syne"  at  our  annual  meeting,  has  gone  to  Old  Hadley  to  reside.  Mr.  Towns- 
hend,  in  charge  of  our  banquets  at  the  Parker  House,  was  highly  complimented 
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last  year  for  the  fine  dinner  served  and  courteous  treatment  received.  We  are 
happy  to  credit  all  of  our  members  for  their  kindly  interest  and  contributions. 

Ten  years  ago  when,  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  E.  E.  Strong,  our  first  two 
meetings  were  held  in  the  famous  room  13  of  the  old  Congregational  House,  Bos- 
ton (13  persons  in  room  13,  with  no  foreboding  of  evil),  and  he  moved  that  we 
form  a  Chamberlain  Association,  few  thought  that  it  would  extend  beyond  New 
England,  although  encouraged  by  Mr.  Henry  A.  May,  Secretary  of  the  Roxbury 
Military  Historical  Society,  who  had  written  that,  in  gathering  historical  and 
genealogical  data  for  a  history,  he  had  visited  one  hundred  and  eighty  towns  and 
cities,  and  had  found  so  many  bearing  the  name  Chamberlain,  that  he  believed 
the  family  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the  United  States.  Later  he  wrote  that  in 
preparing  a  list  of  four  thousand  names  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  in  New  England 
for  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  in  order  to  place  markers  on  their  graves, 
he  had  found  Chamberlain  records  in  two-thirds  of  the  places  which  he  had  visited, 
and  thought  there  were  more  soldiers  of  that  name  than  of  any  other  in  the  records 
of  New  England.  This  was  a  tribute  to  Chamberlain  patriotism,  and  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  formation  of  this  Association.  Our  first  money  came  from  Kentucky, 
and  later  applications  for  membership  came  from  the  middle  and  the  extreme 
western  states.  Evidently  our  scope  and  name  must  be  enlarged.  We  are 
now  known  as  the  Chamberlain  Association  of  America,  and  members  are  found 
in  thirty-nine  different  states,  territories  and  countries.  As  Boston  is  the  head- 
quarters, Massachusetts  ranks  the  highest,  with  ninety-three  members.  New 
York  comes  next  with  forty-one  names.  New  Jersey  and  Illinois  twenty-two  each, 
Pennsylvania  twenty,  Michigan  fifteen,  Connecticut  fourteen,  Ohio  thirteen,  Ver- 
mont and  Maine  each  eight.  New  Hampshire,  Indiana,  and  Iowa  seven  each, 
Minnesota  six,  and  the  State  of  Washington  and  the  District  of  Columbia  five 
each.  Two  of  our  members  reside  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  one  at  Manila,  one 
in  India,  one  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  one  in  England.  There  has  been  a 
gradual  but  steady  increase  in  our  membership,  although  deaths  have  been  re- 
ported each  year.     During  ten  years  there  have  been  forty-three  deaths. 

Due  credit  has  been  given  to  the  noble  work  of  Mr.  Jacob  Chester  Chamber- 
lain in  helping  to  found  the  Genealogical  Bureau,  and  to  trace  his  own  branch; 
and  reference  has  been  made  to  Dr.  L.  T.  Chamberlain's  support  of  the  work 
in  English  ancestry.  Judge  Mellen  Chamberlain  left  valuable  historical  and 
genealogical  data  relating  to  our  family  in  the  "Chamberlain  Alcove"  of  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library.  About  forty  members  of  various  patriotic  societies  have 
joined  this  organization,  with  their  lines  traced  for  five  or  more  generations — a 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  records  of  our  Association.  We  have  representatives 
from  three  societies,  formed  by  three  different  branches  of  our  large  family — 
the  Pennsylvania  society,  descendants  of  Wright  Chamberlain  of  the  Richard 
of  Braintree  branch;  the  society  in  western  New  York,  descendants  of  Numian 
and  Jeremiah  Chamberlain,  who  settled  near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  about  1742  (it  is 
supposed),  but  removed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Niles  in  New  York  in  1807; 
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and  the  Chamberlain  Reunion  Association  of  New  Jersey,  descendants  of  Benja- 
min Chamberhiin,  who,  previous  to  1767,  journeyed  from  Connecticut  to  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  where  he  died  in  1816.  All  of  these  facts  only  whet  the  edge  of 
interest. 

This  Association  began  without  one  cent  in  the  treasury,  and  has  always 
conducted  its  business  on  a  cash  basis.  No  officer  has  received  any  compensa- 
tion, and  no  outstanding  debts  have  been  incurred.  The  money  saved  from  the 
yearly  membership  fees,  including  the  five  life  memberships  (twenty-five  dollars 
each),  has  been  deposited  in  a  Savings  Bank  (usually  at  four  per  cent  interest) 
until  it  has  reached  the  present  amount  of  $560.70,  besides  the  current  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer.  This  Association  not  only  has  a  fine  record 
for  business  integrity,  but  also  its  Annual  Report  is  sought  for  by  the  State  and 
the  leading  city  libraries  of  this  country,  and  a  copy  of  each  issue  is  sent  to  the 
"Keeper  of  the  Library  of  the  British  Museum,  London,  England."  We  have 
much  cause  for  encouragement,  since  a  special  committee  of  the  Executive  Board 
plans  to  begin  the  publication  of  our  genealogy  by  an  account  of  the  first  immigrant 
to  New  England,  Henry  Chamberlin,  of  Hingham,  and  his  descendants,  to  be 
followed  (it  is  hoped)  by  that  of  other  branches.  By  this,  we  trust,  new  life  and 
inspiration  will  be  awakened  in  our  Association.  If  each  member  (who  has  not 
already  done  so)  will  sit  down  to-morrow  and  WTite  out  his  or  her  family  line  in 
the  ascending  scale  as  far  as  possible,  it  may  save  much  time,  labor,  and  expense 
in  publishing  the  Chamberlain  records. 

We  believe  the  Chamberlain  history  is  rich  and  strong,  and  many  noble  types 
of  manhood  and  womanhood  are  to  be  found  in  it.  The  past  is  vibrant  with  life; 
we  only  need  time  and  co-operation  to  develop  this  history.  We  close  with  thanks 
to  our  noble  Vice-Presidents  and  distant  members,  for  their  many  kindly  words 
and  letters  of  sympathy,  as  well  as  to  our  more  recent  members  for  their  active 
interest  in  this  Association. 

Sincerely  submitted, 

Abbie  Mellex  Chamberlain. 

Cambridge,  M.\sa.,  August  1,  1907. 

Special  thanks  are  due  for  two  printed  genealogical  records,  which  have  arrived  since 
this  report  was  written.  A  portion  of  Colonel  Harding's  pamphlet,  received  in  December, 
will  be  reprinted  in  this  Report.  In  March,  Mr.  Pierson  Chaml)erlain,  President  of  the 
Chamberlain  Reunion  Association  of  New  Jersey,  sent  a  book  printed  for  the  members 
of  that  society  and  entitled,  A  Genealogical  Record  of  the  Descendants  of  Benjamin  Cham- 
berlain of  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey,  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Fretz,  of  Milton,  N.  J.  Benjamin 
Chamberlain, — born  in  Connecticut  in  1746,  died  in  New  Jersey  in  1816,  farmer,  shoemaker, 
and  Revolutionary  soldier, — is  highly  honored  by  the  large  band  of  his  descendants  who 
meet  yearly  to  bind  more  closely  the  ties  of  kinship.  Their  names  and  life-histories  and,  in 
many  instances,  their  faces  look  out  from  these  pages  to  add  to  our  acquaintance.  The  in- 
troduction is  written  by  Mr.  Ravinond  Chamberlain,  of  BrookljTi,  New  York. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

In  account  with  the  Chamberlain  Association 
From  September  12,  1906,  to  August  1,  1907 

1906.  Dr. 

Sept.  12.     Balance  on  hand,  $267.60 

Yearly  fees,  228.00 

New  members,  16.00 

Exchange  on  checks,  .20 

Sale  of  reports,  10.20 


5  22.00 


1906.  Cr. 

Sept.  12.     Expenses  of  annual  meeting — express,  decorations,  etc.,  $4.00 

1907. 

Jan.            Paid  express  on  receipts  for  annual  dues,  .  15 

Paid  Frank  Wood,  printing  receipts  for  annual  dues,  3.00 

July     9.     Paid  Frank  Wood,  printing  notices  of  meeting,  1907,  2.75 

Collection  on  checks,  .60 

Paper,  envelopes,  postage,  30.06 

$40.56 
1906. 

Oct.     1.     Deposited  in  Quincv  Savings  Bank,  $200.00 
1907. 

Aug.    1.     Balance  in  hands  of  Assistant  Treasurer,  281.44 


i22.00 


Total  sum  in  Quincy  Savings  Bank,  $560.70 

Sophia  A.  Ch.\mberlain  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 


IN  MEMORIAM 
JACOB  CHESTER  CHAMBERLAIN 
Bv  Rev.  Leander  T.  Chamberlain,  D.  D. 

The  announcement,  "Died  in  New  York,  July  28,  1905,  of  acute  pneumonia, 
Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  aged  forty-five,"  carried  special  sorrow  to  many 
hearts  in  this  and  other  lands.  It  was  the  end,  as  unexpected  as  appalling,  of  a 
life  distinguished  by  achievement  and  radiant  with  promise.  To  wife  and  child 
the  event  came  as  when  earthquake  and  tempest  smite  suddenly,  or  the  unsus- 
pected rock  sends  to  instant  destruction  the  staunch,  swift  ship.  To  every  be- 
holder it  was  like  the  falling  of  a  fatal  bolt  from  a  clear,  blue  sky.  The  superbest 
of  physical  constitutions  succumbed  to  an  attack  which  nothing  mortal  could 
withstand.  The  strong  man  armed  was  overborne  by  a  foe  both  resistless  and 
relentless.  Love  watched  and  prayed,  and  skill  wrought,  and  utmost  rescources 
were  enlisted;  but  the  progress  of  disease  was  not  even  hindered.  Again  might 
it  be  said,  as  of  old  in  Israel,  "He  was  swifter  than  an  eagle,  he  was  stronger  than 
a  lion.    How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst  of  the  battle." 

To  more  than  one  lover  of  the  departed  came  Milton's  incomparable  lament : — 

"For  Lycidas  is  dead,  dead  ere  his  prime. 
Young  Lycidas,  and  bath  not  left  his  peer. 

And  oh  the  heavy  change,  now  thou  art  gone, 
Now  thou  art  gone  and  never  must  return. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  of  honorable  lineage.  His  first  progenitor  in  this  coun- 
try was  that  William  Chamberlain  of  England  who  was  living  in  Woburn,  Mass., 
in  1648,  one  of  the  founders  of  Billerica  in  16.53,  and  dying  there  in  1706.  His 
birth  was  in  India,  July  3,  1860, — eldest  son  of  Jacob  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  D.  D., 
the  veteran  missionary  of  the  Reformed  Church,  now  in  the  forty-seventh  year 
of  his  illustrious  service.  On  his  mother's  side — Charlotte  (Birge)  Chamberlain — 
he  came  of  stock  equally  worthy, — gentleness  and  sweetness  joined  with  heroic 
courage. 

When  twelve  years  old,  he  was  sent  to  this  country  to  be  educated.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  entered  Rutgers  College,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  he  was 
graduated  with  honor  in  1882.  Naturally  appreciative  of  science,  both  pure  and 
applied,  he  chose  a  year's  post-graduate  course  in  chemistry,  and  then  entered 
upon  his  career  as  an  electrician.  From  the  first,  he  was  distinguished  by  the 
breadth  of  his  researches.    The  laws  and  forces  of  electricity  were  to  him  far  more 
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than  mere  materials  for  commercial,  industrial  exploitation.  In  them  he  dis- 
covered the  perfection  of  harmony,  the  illustration  of  sovereign  order.  For  him 
the  harmony  was  akin  to  music,  and  the  order  was  like  the  rythm  of  the  seasons 
and  the  tides.  To  suggestions  coming  from  those  laws  and  forces  he  listened  as 
to  oracles  inspired.  He  honored  their  demands  as  being,  in  fact,  the  wise  decrees 
of  God.  From  even  his  professional  occupation  came  motive  for  his  personal 
character.  He  realized  that  Science  was  wholly  veracious,  and  that  Nature  always 
kept  faith.  Therefore  he  himself  the  more  loved  truth  and  fashioned  his  soul  in 
honor's  likeness.  In  the  realm  of  his  fond  researches,  he  soared  on  exultant,  tire- 
less wing  at  the  same  time  that  he  made  his  discoveries  practical  and  coined  them 
into  money  values. 

The  record  of  his  work  and  progress  is  full  of  interest;  assistant  in  Mr.  Edi- 
son's laboratory;  active  operator  in  the  first  Edison  electric  light  station  in  Pearl 
Street,  New  York  City;  suggester,  in  that  service,  of  important  electrical  improve- 
ments; engineer  and  superintendent  of  construction  in  the  Sawyer-Mann  Electric 
Company;  engineer  of  the  Julien  Traction  Company,  in  their  introduction  of 
storage-battery  cars;  patentee  of  numerous  devices  for  perfecting  the  storage- 
battery  system  for  railway  works;  successful  developer  of  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  electric  launches;  and  general  manager  of  the  Automatic  Refrigerat- 
ing Company,  whose  electrical  refrigerating  system  he  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
issue.  Withal,  an  unwearied  worker,  a  devoted  explorer,  a  constant  inventor,  a 
successful  business  manager,  an  able  financier. 

Early  in  his  professional  career,  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  honored  with  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Science.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers;  Chairman  of  House  Committee  in  the  old  Elec- 
tric Club;  member  of  the  Colonial  Club;  the  Marine  Field  Club;  the  Grolier  Club; 
and  the  Engineers'  Club.  While  he  was  active  in  all  these  organizations,  it  was  in 
the  Grolier  Club  and  the  Engineers'  Club  that  his  greatest  interest  centered.  In 
them  all  he  was  esteemed  not  only  for  his  faithful  services,  but  also  for  his  personal 
worth  and  charm.  His  death  called  forth  honoring  tributes  from  various  sources: 
among  others,  from  the  Electrical  World  and  Engineer;  the  Automatic  Refrigerat- 
ing Company;  the  Rutgers  Chapter  of  the  Delta  Upsilon  Fraternity;  and  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Society. 

On  June  12,  1895,  Mr.  Chamberlain  married  Anna  Mary  Irwin,  daughter 
of  William  P.  Irwin,  Esq.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  The  result  was  a  charming  realiza- 
tion of  the  words  of  Dr.  Jowett,  the  famous  Master  of  Balliol:  "Marriage  is  the 
greatest  event  of  life.  It  is  the  best  and  most  lasting  thing.  It  is  heaven  upon 
earth  to  live  together  in  perfect  amity  and  disinterestedness  and  unselfishness,  in 
the  service  of  God  and  man,  until  our  life  is  over."  Long  ago  Izaak  Walton  de- 
scribed the  felicity  of  that  home,  when  he  WTote  of  holy  George  Herbert  and  his 
wife  Jane:  "The  eternal  Lover  of  mankind  made  them  happy  in  each  other's 
mutual  and  equal  affections;  indeed,  so  happy  that  there  never  was  any  opposition 
betwixt  them,  unless  it  were  a  contest  which  should  most  incline  to  a  compliance 
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with  the  other's  wish."  Mrs.  Chamberlain  and  an  only  child,  Anna  Irwin  Cham- 
berlain, survive. 

It  was  in  his  home  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  found  his  greatest  delight.  His 
home-life  was  to  him  rest  and  recreation  and  benediction.  There  his  gentleness, 
his  unselfishness,  his  humor,  his  high  spirits,  his  amiable  wisdom,  were  given  free 
play.  To  his  home  his  friends  were  always  welcomed.  Unconsciously  he  drew 
others  to  him,  and  instinctively  he  adapted  himself  to  them.  His  was  an  ever- 
varying,  inexhaustible  attractiveness. 

Nor  w-ere  his  enthusiasms  bounded  by  even  his  profession  and  his  home. 
He  was  a  discriminating  bibliophile  and  an  accomplished,  successful  collector. 
By  quiet,  assiduous  watching  and  waiting,  as  well  as  by  courageous  competitive 
purchase,  he  made  himself  the  possessor  of  what  was  said  to  be  the  foremost  col- 
lection of  American  first  editions.  He  had  also  a  choice  general  library.  To  his 
books  he  gave  an  almost  paternal  care.  His  hand  caressed  them.  His  affection 
went  out  to  them.  He  took  pains  with  their  appearance.  He  knew  and  justly 
appreciated  their  contents.  When  among  his  books,  he  could  say  with  Burton 
in  his  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  "Here  I  take  my  seat,  with  so  lofty  a  spirit  and 
sweet  content,  that  I  pity  all  our  great  ones  and  rich  men  that  know  not  this  happi- 
ness." 

He  was  also  an  experienced,  "born''  genealogist.  He  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Chamberlain  Association  of  America.  He  was  among  its  wisest 
councillors  and  most  generous  supporters.  He  believed  in  an  honest  pride  in 
ancestry.  He  put  exceeding  value  on  the  high  incentive  which  worthy  lineage 
affords.  And  that,  though  he  well  remembered  the  saying  of  Plato,  "For  a  per- 
son who  thinks  himself  to  be  somebody,  there  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  than 
to  exhibit  himself  as  held  in  honor,  not  on  his  own  account,  but  for  the  renown 
of  his  forefathers." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  a  faithful  citizen.  He  cared  for  the  best  interests  of 
city  and  state  and  country.  He  advocated  political  integrity  of  purpose  and  purity 
of  action.  He  was  not  unmindful  of  the  usefulness  of  political  parties,  yet  he 
regarded  their  demands  as  distinctly  subordinate  to  the  claims  of  the  public  wel- 
fare. His  free  vote  was  cast  for  men  of  honor.  His  refined  and  generous  nature, 
no  less  than  his  sound  culture  and  his  wide  observation,  made  him  the  supporter 
of  all  that  was  for  the  betterment  of  his  fellow  men. 

Comely,  courteous,  joyous,  with  a  genius  for  friendship,  he  was  the  light  of 
his  beautiful  home,  a  center  of  attraction  among  many  acquaintances,  and  an 
example  of  perfect  uprightness  in  wide  business  relations.  He  was,  all  in  all,  a 
Christian  gentleman  of  rarely  noble  type. 
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The  Association  has  lost  by  death  the  following  members  not  before  reported : 

Mrs.  Amy  Chamberlain  Shanks,  Round  Lake,  N.  Y.,  d.  January  23,  1905. 

Col.  Henry  Herschel  Adams,  New  York  City,  d.  at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  June  25,  1905. 

Mr.  Eugene  G.  Chamberlin,  Chicago,  111.,  d.  September  1,   1905. 

Mr.  John  Frederick  Chamberlin,  Summit,  N.  J.,  d.  September  14,  1905. 

Mr.  Edward  Watts  Chamberlain,  LouisAnlle,  Ky.,  d.  December  18,  1905. 

Mr.  James  I.  Chamberlain,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  d.  June  1,  1906. 

Miss  Henrietta    Maria    Chamberlaine,  Baltimore,  Md.,  d.  at   Aiken,  Cecil    Co.,  Md., 

December  13, 1906. 
Hon.  Henry  Chamberlain,  Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  d.  February  9,  1907. 
Hon.  Daniel    Henry    Chamberlain,  West   Brookfield,  Mass.,  d.  at   Charlottesville,  Va., 

April  13,  1907. 
Mr.  Jacob  Aimes  Chamberlain,  Warwick,  N.  Y.,  d.  June  28,  1907. 

AiiY  Chamberlain  Shanks,  who  died  January  23,  1905,  in  the  fifty -fifth 
year  of  her  age,  was  a  daughter  of  William  Young  Chamberlain,  a  physician  of 
Amenia,  N.  Y.;  a  granddaughter  of  Oliver  E.  Chamberlain,  a  colonel  in  the  W^ar 
of  1812;  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Capt.  William  Chamberlain,  an  oflBcer 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  In  the  twenty-third  year  of  her  age — about  1873 — 
she  married  Charles  Gove  Shanks.  Though  of  a  prominent  family  in  Louisville 
— owner  of  slaves,  he  had  enlisted  to  fight  for  the  Union  as  a  private  in  the  22d 
Kentucky  Volunteers;  and  had  later  served  as  First  Lieutenant  of  the  7th  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers,  and  as  aide-de-camp  in  1865  on  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General 
M.  K.  Lawler.  Five  children  were  born  to  them;  two  died  in  childhood,  three 
daughters  survive.  During  the  twelve  years  of  her  widowhood,  Mrs.  Shanks 
lived  in  her  country  home  at  Round  Lake,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  She  wrote 
the  "Home  and  Household"  columns  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  known  in  the 
old  Weekly  Tribune  under  the  title,  "For  the  Family  Circle,"  and  found  in  the 
Sunday  edition  on  the  "Home  and  Society"  page.  Under  the  name  Helena  Rowe 
— her  grandmother's  name — she  was  a  salaried  contributor  to  Good  Housekeeping, 
when  Clark  W.  Bryan  was  its  editor.  In  the  palmy  days  of  the  New  York  Ledger, 
its  publisher,  Mr.  Bowen,  offered  her  double  the  salary  she  was  then  receiving 
from  the  Tribune,  if  she  would  write  exclusively  for  the  Ledger,  but  she  refused 
and  retained  her  connection  with  the  Tribune  until  her  death.  She  wrote  magazine 
articles  on  other  subjects  than  domestic  science.  She  was  especially  a  nature- 
lover,  and  spent  many  hours  studying  the  wild  song-birds  near  her  country  home. 
Her  daughter,  Maria  G.  Shanks,  continues  her  work  for  the  Tribune. 

Eugene  Gerley  Chamberlin  was  born  at  Northfield,  Mich.,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1848.  His  parents,  Tenbroek  and  Celinda  (Todd)  Chamberlin,  removed 
to  Monroe,  Mich.,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.     Entering  the 
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insurance  business  early  in  life,  he  became  identified  with  the  Hartford  Steam 
Boiler  Insurance  and  Inspection  Company  in  1879,  serving  in  its  Boston  ofBce 
until  1893,  when  he  was  transferred  to  its  Northwestern  department  as  Assistant 
Manager  of  the  business  in  eight  states  with  office  and  headquarters  in  Chicago. 
This  position  he  retained  until  his  death.  While  a  thorough  business  man,  he  was 
also  of  most  gentle  disposition  and  of  extreme  courtesy,  winning  and  retaining 
the  esteem  of  all  who  made  his  acquaintance.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Messiah  in  Chicago,  and  of  the  Unitarian  Club  of  that  city.  He  was  a  most 
devoted  husband,  and,  preferring  the  quiet  of  his  own  home,  was  not  a  clubman. 
He  was  a  Republican,  but  not  a  politician.  He  was  interred  in  Pine  Grove  Ceme- 
tery at  Brunswick,  Me.,  the  native  town  of  his  widow,  Emma  (Wing)  Chamberlin. 
The  earliest  paternal  ancestor  of  Eugene  Chamberlin  in  America  was,  probably, 
Henry,  who  came,  in  1638,  from  Hingham,  England,  and  settled  at  Hingham, 
New  England.  The  line  of  ascent  is,  Eugene,^'^  Tenbroek,®  Tenbroek,*  Tenbroek,^ 
William,^  Lewis,^  John''  ( ?),  Henry,^  John,^  Henry. ^  On  the  maternal  side  he 
was  descended  from  Edward  Dotey  of  the  Mayflower,  and  Thomas  Clark,  who 
came  on  the  Ann  in  16-23. 

Edward  Watts  Chamberlain,  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  removed,  in  1859, 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  engaging  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business;  and  became  later 
financial  manager  and  confidential  clerk  of  H.  D.  Newcomb  and  Company,  and 
of  their  successor,  the  Newcomb-Buchanan  Company.  For  the  last  thirty  years 
of  his  life,  he  was  the  treasurer  and  selling  agent  of  the  Indiana  Cotton  Mills  at 
Cannelton,  Indiana.  He  was,  also,  the  financial  agent,  at  Louisville,  of  Victor 
Newcomb  of  New  York.  He  married,  in  1869,  Louise  Osborn,  daughter  of  Ken- 
dall Osborn,  of  Peabody,  Mass.  His  wife  and  one  son,  William  Chamberlain,  a 
member  of  this  Association,  survive  him.  Miss  Sarah  P.  Chamberlain,  of  Salem, 
also  a  member  of  this  Association,  is  his  sister.  Long  identified  with  the  activities 
of  Louisville,  and  "maintaining  the  highest  code  of  commercial  ethics,"  he  won 
the  respect  of  his  associates,  and  many  tributes  to  the  integrity  of  his  character. 
The  Louisville  Evening  Post  says:  "The  Cannelton  Mills  are  located  at  Cannel- 
ton, though  the  business  headquarters  are  in  Louisville.  On  a  shipment  of  cotton 
from  Memphis  to  Cannelton  Mr.  Chamberlain  discovered  it  had  been  billed  at 
an  underweight.  He  investigated  the  matter,  ascertained  the  amount  received, 
and  sent  the  railroad  a  check  for  the  difference.  'Something,'  said  the  railroad 
agent,  'we  never  had  done  to  us  before — nor  since.'  It  is  an  index  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain's character.  He  was  careful  of  details,  and  as  scrupulously  honest  in 
small  transactions  as  in  great  ones.  .  .  .  He  has  lived  many  years  in  Louis- 
ville, he  has  seen  its  business  grow  to  large  proportions,  and  he  has  had  his  share 
in  that  growth,  illustrating  in  his  own  career  the  fact  that  a  good  name  is  better 
than  riches,  and  that  a  successful  business  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  strictest 
probity." 
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Jacob  Aimes  Chamberl,.\in,  the  youngest  son  of  John  C.  and  Mary  Aimes 
Chamberlain,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  September  20,  1846.  When  a  young 
man  he  entered  business  with  his  father,  who  died  at  Warwick  in  1891.  He  built  in 
1889,  a  beautiful  summer  residence  at  Warwick,  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and  made 
it  permanently  his  home  when  he  retired  from  active  business  in  1893.  The  War- 
wick Advertiser,  July  4,  1907,  said:  "Since  he  became  a  resident  of  the  village 
he  was  interested  in  its  progress  and  its  improvement,  and  he  was  well  known 
and  sincerely  respected  by  our  people.  His  death,  at  a  comparatively  early  age, 
is  a  distinct  loss  to  Warwick.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Colonial  Club,  the  Union 
League  Club,  and  the  Quill  Club  of  New  York,  but  he  was  essentially  a  man  de- 
voted to  his  home,  his  family,  and  his  friends,  and  entertained  frequently  at  his 
beautiful  home  here."  In  1871  he  married  Frances  Reading,  of  New  York  City. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  four  children, — Amy,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  Holmes  Mc- 
Guinness  of  Chester,  N.  Y. ;  Harry  F.  Chamberlain  of  New  York  City;  Helen, 
wife  of  Clifford  S.  Beattie  of  Warwick,  and  Dr.  Aimes  R.  Chamberlain,  just  com- 
pleting his  service  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital.  Mr.  Roswell  W.  Chamberlain,  a 
member  of  this  Association,  is  his  brother.  Two  sisters,  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Roe  and 
Mrs.  Francis  W.  Otherman,  live  in  New  York  City. 

Jacob  S.  Brown,  the  husband  of  one  of  our  early  members,  died  at  his  home 
in  La  Grange,  Ind.,  October  27,  1906.  He  was  the  son  of  Abijah  and  Maria 
(Shoff)  Brown,  and  was  born  at  West  Almond,  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  March  22, 
1829.  He  married  for  his  second  wife,  October  17,  1865,  Sarah  Minerva  Cham- 
berlain, daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  W.  Chamberlain,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.  They  lived 
three  years  in  Gilead,  Mich.,  and  afterwards  at  La  Grange,  where  he  purchased 
his  father's  interest  in  a  drug  store.  After  the  fire  of  1877  he  supervised  building 
operations,  including  the  manufacture  of  brick.  He  constructed,  in  1878,  in  a 
brick  block  "the  first  adequate  auditorium,  stage  and  scenery  that  the  town  had 
had  for  public  entertainments."  With  the  help  of  his  brother-in-law,  Capt.  Orville 
T.  Chamberlain,  of  Elkhart,  he  secured  for  La  Grange  an  east  and  west  railroad. 
He  was  interested  in  the  development  of  large  tracts  of  coal  and  lumber  lands 
in  Dickinson  County,  Va.  The  La  Grange  Standard,  November  1,  1906,  said: 
"He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  foresight,  keen  in  the  perception  of  opportunity, 
prompt  and  vigorous  in  action.  .  .  .  He  was  a  sturdy  fighter  for  whatever 
he  judged  his  own  rights  as  a  citizen  and  business  man.  He  stood  up  for  his  own 
town  and  for  his  own  end  of  the  town,  and  men  respected  him  for  it.  .  .  . 
He  was  brave,  clean  and  true — ever  cheerful  and  undaunted  and  ready  to  help. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  had  no  membership  in  any  organization  but 
the  Masonic  order.  He  was  tolerant  of  religious  opinions,  and  had  faith  in  the 
realities  of  eternal  life."  Two  of  his  children  are  of  Chamberlain  descent, — 
Frederick  J.  Brown  of  La  Grange,  and  Caroline  Gertrude,  wife  of  Dr.  H.  B. 
Roberts,  of  Highland  Park,  111. 
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Judge  A.  O.  Fitist  died  at  his  home  in  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  in  November,  1906, 
after  a  long,  painful  illness.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Caroline  W.  Furst,  long  a  member 
of  this  Association,  is  the  sister  of  Mr.  James  I.  Chamberlain,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
who  died  in  June,  1906.  As  a  barrister  Judge  Furst  chose  never  to  take  a  case 
for  a  client  unless  he  intended  to  win  it.  Hence  his  legal  career  was  an  almost 
unbroken  success.  He  had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  in  Philadelphia,  as  well 
as  in  the  various  courts  of  central  Pennsylvania.  Even  New  York  City  interests 
sought  his  advice.  His  judicial  decisions,  as  President  Judge  of  the  Centre  County 
Courts,  from  1884  to  1894,  were  almost  never  reversed.  He  was  a  strong  sup- 
port to  the  religious  and  charitable  interests  of  Bellefonte. 

HON.  HENRY  CHAMBERLAIN 

February  9,  1907,  closed  the  record  of  four  score  and  three  years  in  the  life 
of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  Chamberlain,  of  Three  Oaks,  Mich.  Born  at  Pembroke, 
N.  H.,  March  17,  1824,  to  Moses  and  Mary  (Foster)  Chamberlain,  he  was  one 
of  five  children,  the  two  other  sons  being  the  late  Judge  Mellen  Chamberlain  of 
Chelsea,  and  the  late  Hon.  William  Chamberlain  of  Michigan.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  he  entered  his  father's  store  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  the  state,  and  was 
engaged  in  merchandising,  with  the  exception  of  two  terms  spent  at  Pembroke 
Academy,  until  1843.  Then  he  removed  with  his  father  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
the  township  of  New  Buffalo,  which  later  became,  for  a  period,  the  terminus  of 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  the  traffic  to  Chicago  being  by  lake  from  this 
{)oint.  The  family  were  pioneers  in  a  wooded  wilderness,  and  the  young  man, 
already  interested  in  civic  and  national  affairs,  had  the  strenuous  and  valuable 
training  which  the  occupations  of  woodsman,  farmer,  merchant,  wood  contractor, 
township  supervisor,  mail  agent,  land  agent,  and  legislator  gave. 

Throughout  his  life  his  interest  in  the  betterment  of  government  caused  him 
to  devote  much  thought  to  economic  and  political  questions.  "As  a  young  man 
he  espoused  the  principles  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  for  over  half  a  century  he 
preached  them  and  worked  for  them,"  attending,  according  to  the  Grand  Rapids 
Press  (1907),  "every  local  convention  in  his  district  and  practically  every  state 
convention  of  his  party  during  the  last  fifty  years."  All  who  value  republican 
government,  and  who  realize  how  essential  political  parties  are  to  its  successful 
working,  must  feel  that  Michigan  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  striving  to 
maintain  a  high  standard  of  intelligence  and  honor  in  the  minority  party  of  a 
state  so  overwhelmingly  Republican  that  he  was  forced  to  sacrifice  his  personal 
ambition  to  his  political  principles.  Although  a  pronounced  partisan,  his  views 
were  so  liberal  that  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  thinking  men  of  his  acquaint- 
ance. Few  men  have  known  the  moving  spirits  of  the  state  as  did  he.  Beginning 
with  the  first  governor,  Lewis  Cass,  he  knew  all  but  one  of  his  successors,  and 
most  of  them  intimately.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  (1849);  re- 
ceived the  vote  of  the  Democratic  party  six  times  for  Representative  or  Senator 
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in  the  United  States  Congress,  and  once  for  governor  (1874);  and  was  Grand 
Master  of  Michigan  Masons  in  1872.  For  over  forty  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church  at  Three  Oaks.  His  interest  in  scientific  farming  was 
always  active.  In  1848  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Michigan  State  Agri- 
cultural Society,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  one  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College, 
to  which  he  gave  much  attention.  In  practical  farming  he  cleared  and  brought 
under  cultivation  more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  land.  His  great  store  of  knowl- 
edge was  always  available  to  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  left  many  an  impress 
for  high  aims  and  fair  dealing  in  the  community  which  grew  up  around  him. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  Sarah  J.  Nash,  living 
little  more  than  a  year,  passed  away  in  1851,  leaving  a  son,  the  first  child  born  in 
the  village  of  Three  Oaks.  In  1856  he  remarried,  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  Van 
Devanter  (Ames),  lived  until  1896.  Of  this  marriage  two  daughters  and  one  son 
survive  him.     All  of  his  children  are  members  of  this  Association. 

His  academic  training  was  meagre,  but  his  wonderful  memory,  coupled  with 
a  highly  developed  analytic  habit  of  mind,  made  him  a  cultured  and  scholarly 
man.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  read  Blackstone,  and  throughout  life  he  had  at 
his  command  the  principles  of  the  common  law.  In  the  same  way  history,  science, 
and  belle-lettres  were  absorbed. 

Among  the  many  tributes  were:  "He  was  a  splendid  type  of  public-spirited 
citizenship;"  he  was  noted  for  "absolute  honesty  in  all  things  private  and  public, 
and  fearlessness  in  the  doing  of  what  he  considered  right."  "His  life  will  ever 
be  held  as  a  sweet  memory  by  the  people  of  this  state.  Berrien  County  will  keenly 
feel  the  loss  of  the  one  man  entitled  to  be  called  'Berrien's  Grand  Old  Man.'  " 
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JOHN  FREDERICK  CHAMBERLIN 

John  Frederick  Chamberlin,  who  died  at  his  summer  home,  Craigville, 
Mass.,  was  born,  October  ^22,  1843,  in  Old  New  York,  in  what  was  then  known 
as  Chelsea,  near  the  site  of  the  present  Grand  Opera  House.  He  was  a  descendant 
of  Thomas  ChamberUiin  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  1G44,  and  inherited  Revolutionary 
blood  from  both  sides  of  the  family.  His  grandfather,  Abel  Chamberlin  of  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.,  who  served  from  1779  to  1783,  was  obliged  to  enlist  three  times 
(his  first  two  companies  being  mustered  out)  in  order  to  carry  out  his  purpose 
to  fight  for  his  country.  Described  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  as  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  five  feet  two  inches  in  height,  literally  he  grew  up  in  the  service,  as  he 
returned  at  the  close  of  the  war  six  feet  in  stature.  He  merits  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  a  very  few  Revolutionary  family  heroes,  not  oflBcers.  On  his  mother's 
side  John  Frederick  Chamberlin  was  descended  from  Maj^.  Robert  Warner  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  who  was  commissioned  by  John  Hancock  in  1776,  and  served 
till  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Warner  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, and  a  friend  of  Washington.  Mr.  Chamberlin's  father,  Ja^ob  Chamberlin, 
came  from  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  established  an  importing  business  in  New  York 
City,  in  the  management  of  which  he  crossed  the  ocean  many  times — both  before 
and  after  the  use  of  steam  vessels.  He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  energy  and  busi- 
ness ability,  and  it  was  owing  to  his  exertions  and  his  personal  relations  with  Daniel 
Webster,  Henry  Clay  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  that  a  number  of  reforms 
were  introduced  into  the  Custom  House  methods  of  that  time.  From  his  father, 
Mr.  Chamberlin  inherited  much  of  his  force,  foresight,  and  shrewdness,  as  well 
as  a  manner  which  was  at  once  polished  and  attractive.  His  mother,  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (Spear),  come  from  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  was  related  to  the  Harrington 
and  Warner  families  of  that  place.  She  was  a  remarkably  gifted  woman,  with  a 
wonderful  memory  for  literature,  and  a  fine  sense  for  whatever  was  best  in  art, 
poetry,  or  music.  Above  and  beyond  all  this  she  was  a  most  lovely  Christian 
character. 

Mr.  Chamberlin's  family  moved  from  New  York  to  Jersey  City  when  he 
was  quite  young,  and  he  received  his  education  at  private  schools  in  that  city. 
Some  of  his  school  companions  have  since  become  prominent  in  banking  and 
railroad  affairs;  one,  at  the  head  of  three  of  the  largest  railroads  of  the  country, 
is  at  present  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  financial  community. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  entered  Wall  Street  as  a  clerk  in  the  house  of  Winslow, 
Lanier  and  Company  in  1861,  working  his  way  up  through  the  various  grades  until 
1887,  when  he  became  a  partner  of  the  house — continuing  his  connection  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  till  his  death.  During  this  forty-four  years'  experience  in  the 
Street  he  had  to  face  many  and  difficult  financial  problems,  passing  through  some 
of  the  greatest  upheavals  the  country  has  ever  known — the  great  panics  of  1869, 
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1873,  1884,  1890,  1893,  and  1901.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Gold  Room  in  the 
panic  of  1869  (Black  Friday),  and  by  his  firmness  and  skill  brought  out  his  con- 
tracts without  loss.  From  1883  to  1884  his  firm  sold  50,000,000  of  West  Shore 
bonds,  and  had  to  face  the  panic  of  that  year,  which  included  the  failure  of  Grant 
and  Ward,  the  closing  of  the  Marine  Bank,  and  the  receivership  of  the  W^est  Shore 
Railroad.  During  all  these  troublous  times  his  faith  and  courage  never  faltered. 
He  believed  always  that  firmness,  skill,  and  patience  bring  success  out  of  condi- 
tions that  menace  disaster. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  Vice  President  and 
Director  of  the  N.  K.  Fairbanks  Company  of  Chicago,  Trustee  of  the  Washing- 
ton Trust  Company  of  New  York,  and  Director  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American  Cotton  Oil  Company.  In  this  position,  which  he  held 
for  eleven  years,  as  the  practical  head  of  a  reorganizing  bureau,  he  accomplished 
some  of  his  most  difficult  and  successful  work.  To  bring  the  affairs  of  a  large 
corporation  with  diversified  interests,  extended  over  a  large  part  of  the  United 
States,  into  harmonious  relations,  so  that  disorganized  parts  become  a  complete 
and  organized  whole,  so  that  diffusion  and  loss  change  to  concentration  and  profit, 
is  a  task  that  calls  forth  the  best  and  highest  qualities  of  a  leader  of  men.  The 
appreciation  of  his  fellow  directors  appears  in  the  following  resolution  taken  from 
the  minutes  of  the  company,  October  3,  1905. 

"Resolved — That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  American  Cotton  Oil  Company  have 
learned  with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death  of  J.  Frederick  Chamberlin,  who  has  been  a  member 
of  this  Board  and  of  its  Executive  Committee  since  1894. 

"Mr.  Chamberlin  was  a  man  of  ripe  judgment,  whose  active  co-operation  in  the  man- 
agement was  of  great  value  to  this  Organization.  He  was  a  thorough  and  persistent  worker, 
gi%'ing  much  attention  to  detail  and  possessing  a  liberal  and  comprehensive  mind.  His 
courtesy  to  others,  and  the  careful  consideration  given  to  their  \'iews,  made  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellow  members  as  agreeable  as  his  large  experience  in  affairs  and  firmness  of  will 
rendered  him  pre-eminently  useful.  He  was  of  a  genial  and  happy  disposition,  which  en- 
deared him  to  all  his  associates." 

At  Summit,  N.  J.,  where  he  made  his  home,  he  was  Vice  President  and  Di- 
rector of  the  Summit  Building  and  Loan  Association,  a  Director  of  the  Summit 
National  Bank,  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Fresh  Air  Home.  Always  interested  in  the 
public  schools,  he  served  for  six  years  as  President  of  the  School  Board — retiring 
only  on  account  of  ill  health.  His  long  business  experience  and  financial  sagacity 
were  always  at  the  command  of  his  fellow  townsmen  for  any  useful  work,  and 
were  always  sought  for  and  fully  appreciated  by  his  associates.  He  was  a  member 
of  Calvary  Episcopal  Church,  giving  his  voice  and  attention  for  many  years  to 
its  choir  service.    The  vestry  at  their  meeting,  September  17th,  speak  as  follows: 

"The  Vestry  of  Calvary  Church  desire  to  place  on  record  their  high  esteem  for  their 
late  associate,  Mr.  J.  Frederick  Chamberlin,  and  their  keen  sense  of  his  loss  to  the  Church 
and  the  community. 
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"For  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Chamherlin  had  been  a  faithful  member  of  this  parish, 
always  taking  a  deep  interest  in  its  work  and  welfare.  For  ten  years  he  was  a  member  of 
this  Vestry,  and  for  four  years  he  was  one  of  its  wardens. 

"  In  token  of  their  respect  the  Vestry  desire  to  attend  the  funeral  services  in  a  body, 
and  they  extend  to  Mrs.  Chamherlin  and  her  family  their  warm  sympathy  in  this  great  be- 
reavement." 

From  a  letter  written  by  the  manager  of  the  N.  K.  Fairbanks  Company,  a 
younger  associate  in  the  work,  is  taken  the  following  extract,  showing  the  kindly 
side  of  Mr.  Chamberlin's  character.  He  says:  "I  have  good  reason  to  know  some- 
thing of  his  character,  and  I  shall  always  cherish  the  recollection  of  his  kindness 
and  patience  accorded  me  on  many  occasions,  neither  shall  I  ever  forget  the  wise 
and  gentle  counsel  that  he  always  extended  to  me.  His  loss  is  indeed  a  personal 
one  for  me  as  well  as  for  the  company."  A  man  who  makes  such  a  record  as  John 
Frederick  Chamherlin  for  character  and  ability,  leaves  a  reputation  worthy  of  the 
ancestors  from  whom  he  descended,  and  of  this  Association  to  which  he  considered 
it  an  honor  to  belong.  While  recognizing  the  full  value  of  the  brilliant  qualities 
which  guaranteed  him  success  in  business  and  civic  life,  it  is  pleasant  to  remember 
that  in  his  character  they  were  always  mingled  with  the  lovable  attributes  of  kind- 
ness, courtesy,  and  care  for  others.  These,  when  much  of  life's  work  is  forgotten, 
will  ever  rise  in  fragrant  memory,  and  like  a  wreath  never  fading  may  fitly  crown 
his  epitaph. 

Mr.  Chamherlin  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  three  daughters,  Mrs.  May 
Chamherlin  Berry,  Mrs.  Jessie  Chamherlin  Moore,  and  Miss  Edna  Winslow  Cham- 
herlin; also  by  two  brothers,  Emerson  and  George  W.  Chamherlin,  all  members 
of  this  Association. 

Summit,  N.  J.,  August,  1906. 
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HON.  DANIEL  H.  CHAMBERLAIN 

Daniel  Henry  Chamberlain  was  born  on  a  farm  in  West  Brookfield,  Wor- 
cester County,  Mass.,  June  25,  1835,  the  ninth  of  ten  children,  and  shared  the 
home  Hfe  which  his  brother.  Rev.  Leander  Trowbridge  Chamberlain,  D.  D.,  de- 
scribes so  pleasingly  in  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Association  for  1904-5  (p.  36). 
He  studied  for  a  few  months  at  the  Academy  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  beginning  the 
study  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  1849  and  1850;  and  part  of  a  year  at  Phillips  x\cademy, 
Andover,  in  1854;  and  completed  his  preparation  for  college  at  the  High  School 
in  Worcester  under  Homer  B.  Sprague  and  Wolcott  Calkins  in  1856  and  1857. 
With  his  friend  Walter  Allen,  later  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  and  of  the  Bos- 
ton Herald,  and  the  historian  of  Governor  Chamberlain's  administration  in  South 
Carolina,  he  founded  at  the  High  School  a  literary  society,  "The  Eucleia,"  which 
still  remains.  He  taught  school  each  winter  from  1852  to  1856,  and  at  the  High 
School  in  Worcester  for  a  year  after  his  graduation.  He  entered  Yale  College  in 
1858,  and  four  years  later,  in  1862,  received  the  A.  B.  degree,  holding  the  fourth 
place  in  general  scholarship  in  a  class  of  one  hundred  and  ten  members,  and  win- 
ning the  De  Forest  medal,  the  great  prize  of  the  course  for  English  composition 
and  oratorv.  He  was  elected  the  orator  of  his  class.  A  Yale  professor  of  that 
period  declared  that  Chamberlain  and  John  C.  Calhoun  had  the  most  brilliant 
minds  of  all  who  had  come  under  his  notice.  A  classmate  has  said  of  him,  "He 
was  easily  the  most  influential  leader  of  his  class."  He  entered  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  where  Secretary  Fairchild,  a  fellow  student,  remembers  him  as  the  "ablest 
man  in  that  school  of  his  time."  How  he  left  his  studies  to  enlist  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  a  regiment  of  colored  men,  is  told  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  this  Association  for  1903  (p.  66).  His  interest  in  "the  strug- 
gle for  the  Union  and  for  Freedom,"  as  he  called  it,  was  always  deep.  In  the  Presi- 
dential election  of  1860  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  whenever  possible  he 
listened  to  the  great  speakers  on  abolition, — he  himself  has  said  he  must  have  heard 
Wendell  Phillips  speak  in  public  more  than  fifty  times.  As  to  his  army  career, 
nothing  has  been  learned  which  does  not  appear  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1903. 
He  held  the  rank  of  Captain  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in  Decem- 
ber, 1865. 

Early  in  January,  1866,  he  went  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  settle  the  affairs  of  a 
classmate,  James  Pierpont  Blake,  of  New  Haven,  drowned  at  Edisto  Island. 
While  so  engaged,  he  visited  the  Sea  Islands  near  Charleston,  where  he  was  led 
to  engage  in  cotton  planting.  In  the  autumn  of  1867  he  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  called  under  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  took  his 
seat  in  that  body  in  January,  1868.  He  was  a  member  of  its  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  was  influential  in  all  its  deliberations.  He  so  acquitted  himself  that  all  the 
friends  of  the  new  Constitution  desired  him  to  be  one  of  the  state  oSicers  to  estab- 
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lish  in  practical  operation  the  new  organization  of  government.  The  office  of 
Attorney-General,  being  in  the  line  of  his  chosen  profession,  was  the  only  one  he 
would  consent  to  take;  and  to  this  he  was  chosen,  and  held  it  for  four  years  con- 
tinuously, 1868  to  1872.  This  Attorney-General,  whose  law  studies  had  been  pre- 
maturely broken  off,  who  had  never  had  a  day's  practice  in  the  courts,  almost  im- 
mediately found  himself  pitted  against  some  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  a  community, 
always  distinguished  for  the  learning  and  ability  of  its  Bar,  in  the  trial  of  causes 
of  great  moment,  involving  the  highest  constitutional  and  legal  questions,  a  stren- 
uous endeavor  being  made  to  secure  fulfillment  of  the  prediction  that  the  new  State 
could  not  live.  It  was  soon  discovered  by  them  that  their  inexperienced  opponent 
was  a  man  in  whom  it  was  not  wise  to  presume  any  weakness  that  could  be  over- 
come by  tireless  industry  and  sound  thinking.  When  Chamberlain  was  elected 
Attorney-General,  Franklin  J.  Moses,  Jr.,  w^as  elected  Governor.  "It  is  a  curious 
fact  that  Moses,  member  of  an  old  South  Carolina  family,  carefully  brought  up 
in  the  traditions  of  the  class  to  which  he  was  born,  should  actually  have  been  in- 
volved in  scandalous  corruption  of  the  ignorant  negro  legislators,  and  have  gone 
out  of  office  quite  disgraced,"  while  the  memorialist  of  Governor  Chamberlain  is 
able  to  write,  "It  is  certain  that  amidst  the  unfortunate  and  disgraceful  events  of 
that  unhappy  time,  which  were  afterward  so  thoroughly  opened  to  the  light  of  day, 
no  taint  of  dishonor  or  suspicion  of  peculation,  or  of  what  we  have  come  to  know 
as  'graft,'  ever  attached  to  him."  With  his  "predilections  in  favor  of  the  negro 
race,"  gained  as  an  officer  of  a  negro  regiment  in  war  times,  he  became  by  a  moral 
necessity  a  leader  in  the  effort  to  secure  to  them,  "their  advantage  under  the  new 
amendments  to  the  constitution."  As  Judge  P.  Emory  Aldrich  said,  "In  these 
trying  [reconstruction]  times  Chamberlain's  conduct  has  been  as  heroic  as  any- 
thing we  have  had  in  the  war." 

He  was  Governor  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina  from  January,  1874,  to  April, 
1877,  when  the  withdrawal  of  federal  troops  after  a  contested  election  forced  him 
to  leave  the  office.  He  never  forgot  nor  forgave  the  withdrawal  of  support  from 
him  by  the  national  government  in  March,  1877,  and  truthfully  maintained  that 
if  he  was  not  elected  Governor  of  South  Carolina  in  1876,  then  the  Hayes  presi- 
dential electors  were  not  chosen,  and  President  Hayes  clouded  his  own  title  to  the 
presidency  by  withdrawing  his  support.  As  Charles  Francis  Adams  has  pointed 
out,  the  leader  of  the  forces  of  the  state  opposed  to  him  was  "disposed  to  stop  at 
absolutely  no  action  necessary  to  secure  the  white  man's  ascendency.  ...  It 
was  a  very  grim  situation.  .  .  .  Further  to  have  contended  would  have  been 
to  challenge  destruction."  The  same  writer  points  out  that  the  governments  or- 
ganized according  to  the  Congressional  plan  of  reconstruction  had  already  disap- 
peared from  every  state  except  South  Carolina,  and  that  this  system  continued  there 
"by  virtue  solely  of  Governor  D.  H.  Chamberlain's  vigor,  and  the  reformatory 
life  his  personality  had  infused  into  the  moribund  body,"  and  that  he,  "struggling 
desperately  to  accomplish  the  impossible,  was  the  one  redeeming  factor  in  the 
South  Carolina  situation."     Yet  though  he  lost  the  office,  his  eflForts  bore  fruit. 
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Mr.  James  Ford  Rhodes  writes:  "During  his  canvass  in  1874  he  had  said:  'The 
work  of  reform  will  be  a  constant  struggle.  .  .  .  If  in  my  two  years  as  Gov- 
ernor I  can  even  "turn  the  tide,"  I  shall  be  more  than  rewarded.'  This  indeed  he 
accomplished.  He  began  the  redemption  of  South  Carolina;  it  was  completed 
under  Democratic  auspices."  (History  of  the  United  States,  VII,  167.)  Later 
Mr.  Chamberlain  came  to  believe  that  the  end  he  desired  was  attained  more  fully 
under  Governor  Wade  Hampton,  a  native  South  Carolinian,  and  the  newly  or- 
ganized Democratic  party,  than  it  could  have  been  under  his  own  hampered  leader- 
ship, and  his  memories  of  South  Carolina  and  its  leading  men  were  not  embittered 
by  his  personal  disappointment. 

To  attempt  even  a  brief  outline  of  his  career  as  Attorney-General  and  Gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina  is  not  feasible  w-ithin  the  limits  of  this  brief  sketch,  yet  the 
compiler  cannot  resist  the  desire  to  include  a  few  quotations.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
said:  "My  highest  ambition  as  Governor  has  been  to  make  the  ascendancy  of  the 
Republican  party  in  South  Carolina  compatible  with  the  attainment  and  main- 
tenance of  as  high  and  pure  a  tone  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs  as  can  be 
exhibited  in  the  proudest  Democratic  State  of  the  South."  In  his  "Reconstruc- 
tion, Political  and  Economic,"  William  A.  Dunning  has  recently  written:  "In  1874 
Daniel  H.  Chamberlain,  a  Massachusetts  man  of  great  eloquence  and  ability,  had 
been  elected  governor  to  succeed  the  unspeakable  Moses.  By  bold  and  spectac- 
ular proceedings  he  effected  very  considerable  reforms  in  the  State  administra- 
tion, incurring  thereby  the  vindictive  animosity  of  the  shameless  crew  in  his  own 
party  whose  vicious  practices  were  interfered  with.  .  .  .  Chamberlain  was 
the  only  carpet-bagger  governor  in  the  South  who  had  shown  both  the  will  and 
the  ability  to  secure  any  measure  of  purity  in  State  administration."  That  his 
efforts  were  recognized  at  the  time  is  shown  by  the  Democratic  News  and  Courier 
of  Charleston.  In  January,  1875,  it  said  he  sent  to  his  Legislature  a  special  mes- 
sage full  of  "wise,  prudent,  and  just"  recommendations;  also,  in  May  of  the  same 
year,  that  he  "is  as  true  as  steel,  in  the  fight  against  public  dishonesty.  .  .  . 
It  is  due  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  that,  for  the  first  time  in  six  years,  there  was  no  con- 
siderable stealing  during  the  legislative  session,  and  that  not  one  swindling  bill 
became  a  law."  It  spoke  of  "his  scholarly  messages,  his  patriotic  utterances,  his 
unfailing  tact  and  courtesy."  It  also  said:  "In  the  light  of  his  acts,  since  he  has 
been  Governor,  we  say  now  that,  however  much  appearances  were  against  him, 
it  is  morally  impossible  that  he  should  have  been  either  facile  or  corrupt.  .  .  . 
Governor  Chamberlain,  therefore,  richly  deserves  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  this  State.  The  people  of  South  Carolina,  who  have  all  at  stake,  who  see  and 
hear  what  persons  outside  the  State  cannot  know,  are  satisfied  of  Governor  Cham- 
berlain's honesty.  .  .  .  By  and  with  the  aid  of  the  Conservatives,  Governor 
Chamberlain  and  the  small  band  of  honest  Republicans  defeated  the  thieves  in 
every  engagement.  But  the  men  whom  he  has  thrown  down,  and  who  did  not 
want  or  expect  reform,  are  wild  with  rage  and  despair."  A  paper  by  one  of  his 
political  opponents  in  South  Carolina,  written  recently  at  the  request  of  Charles 
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Francis  Adams,   has  l:>een  puVilished  in  the  "Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society"  for  May,  1907.    Though  tinged  slightly  by  the  Southern  gentle- 
man's well  known  difficulty  in  recognizing  integrity  of  thought  and  according  the 
highest  moral  rank  to  those  differing  from  him  in  opinion  so  long  as  they  continue 
to  differ,  it  is  nevertheless  a  noteworthy  tribute  to  Governor  Chamberlain's  in- 
tegrity of  purpose,  and  in  connection  with  the  newspaper  extract  just  given,  an 
interesting  evidence  of  how  nearly  Governor  Chamberlain  succeeded  in  uniting 
in  the  support  of  his  administration  the  best  men  of  both  parties.    "He  was  elected 
Governor  in  1874;  his  administration  was  marked  by  great   improvement  over 
those  which  had  preceded  him,  but  he  was  hampered  by  the  Legislature,  and  by 
many  who  had  been,  and  still  were,  his  political  associates.     This  was  specially 
marked  in  the  election  of  two  of  the  most  objectionable  characters  in  the  State  as 
Judges.     The  Governor  denounced  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  re- 
fused to  issue  commissions,  thus  keeping  these  men  out  of  office.     .     .     .     He 
rendered  other  great  services,  among  which  was  the  adjustment  of  the  State  bond 
debt,  which  he  effected  through  a  settlement  with  the  bondholders.     Late  in  '75, 
or  early  in  '76,  he  appointed  a  Board  to  scrutinize  and  pass  on  money  claims 
against  the  State,  of  which  there  were  many,  fraudulent  and  otherwise,  outstand- 
ing.    .     .     .     In  1876  Governor  Chamberlain  was  a  candidate  for  re-election;  and, 
accepting  as  a  reformer,  had  at  first  the  support  of  most  of  the  press  and  of  nearly  all 
the  recognized  leaders  of  the  Democrats,  or  white  people,  of  the  State. 
Almost  every  man  in  the  State  prominent  in  political  affairs  had  been  already  com- 
mitted to  the  Chamberlain  policy.     The  National  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee had  adopted  the  same  lines,  and  their  agents  were  here  at  work;  but  General 
Wade  Hampton  before  going  to  his  plantation  in  Mississippi,  had  assured  some 
of  us  that  if  the  'straight-out'  'home-rule'  policy  were  adopted  he  would  go  into 
line,  and  fight  with  all  the  power  that  was  in  him.     .     .     .     On  "iSih  June,  1876, 
the  centennial  of  the  Battle  of  Fort  Moultrie  was  celebrated.     Governor  Chamber- 
lain was  the  orator,  and  many  thought  his  speech  on  that  occasion  had  made  his 
nomination  certain.     .     .     .     The 'straight-outs' carried  the  convention  in  August 
by  a  small  majority, — three,  I  think.    The  vote  was  then  made  unanimous. 
The  action  of  our  convention  was  a  bitter  disappointment  to  Governor  Chamber- 
lain.    .     .     .     We  won  on  election  day,  carrying  the  State  ticket  by  a  small  major- 
ity,— only  a  few  hundreds.     ...     In  December  the  General  Assembly  con- 
vened.    Hampton  and  Chamberlain  each  took  the  oath  of  office  and  declared  him- 
self Governor.     .     .     .     Born  when  the  passions  of  prejudice  were  in  their  rajjid 
growth,  he  was  nurtured  with  them,  as  moral  food,  and  entered  the  army  when 
the  bloody  Civil  War  was  raging.     It  would  have  l)een  more  than  human  to  cast 
off  the  past  in  a  moment,  and  to  be  a  reformer  in  the  party  and  against  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  imbibed  as  gospel,  before  they  had  been  tested  by  the  lessons 
of  experience; — but  he  was  endowed  with  high  traits;  he  was  a  patriot,  he  was  a 
searcher  after  truth,  and,  when  he  believed  it  found,  he  was  brave  enough  to  de- 
clare it,  without  regard  to  danger  or  its  inconsistency  with  his  past.     He  loved  his 
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country,  and  was  to  the  end  loyal  to  the  State  of  his  adoption,  and  came  to  love 
the  men  who  had  crushed  his  highest  hope  in  the  zenith  of  his  public  life.  He  was 
a  student,  a  worker,  and  a  thinker;  and  when  he  discovered  that  he  had  dreamed 
of  the  impossible,  he  frankly  said  so,  and  defended  the  men  who  had  opposed  him. 
He  was  pure  of  heart  and  of  a  pure  mind;  and  in  time  he  rose  above  the  clouds. 
I  remember  him  with  love  and  respect." 

After  Governor  Chamberlain's  public  life  in  South  Carolina  had  come  to  its 
close,  he  entered  a  prominent  law  firm  in  New  York  City.  He  was  engaged  in 
conspicuous  cases  in  the  state  courts  and  before  the  Supreme  Court;  but  he  had 
permanently  sapped  his  physical  health  in  anxious  public  life,  and  illness,  with 
temporary  disabihty,  came  upon  him.  Obliged  to  give  up,  he  travelled  in  Europe. 
Afterv\-ard  he  accepted  less  exacting  terms  of  professional  work  as  Receiver  of  the 
South  Carolina  Railroad  in  behalf  of  the  bondholders,  and  in  that  capacity  he  made 
his  home  temporarily  in  Charleston  until  he  was  peremptorily  ordered  by  his  phy- 
sician to  lead  an  easier  existence. 

Returning  to  West  Brookfield,  he  settled  upon  the  site  of  his  birthplace,  where 
he  interested  himself  in  his  farming  operations  as  well  as  in  local  affairs  and  his- 
tory. He  became  one  of  the  best  informed  antiquarians  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
President  of  the  Quaboag  Historical  Society.  From  February,  1900,  until  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  contributed 
several  papers  to  its  Proceedings.  Although  forced  to  curtail  his  energies  in  the 
more  strenuous  channels  of  life,  he  always  maintained  his  interest  in  public  affairs; 
and  a  constant  comment  thereon  in  the  public  prints  showed  to  the  last  his  great 
power  of  clear  and  trenchant  criticism.  He  became  a  publicist.  He  was  an  ardent 
civil-service  reformer  and  anti-imperialist.  Articles  written  by  him  appeared  in 
the  files  of  the  North  American  Review,  the  Atlantic  Monthly,  the  Harvard  Law 
Review,  the  Yale  Law  Journal,  the  American  Laiv  Revieio,  the  American  His- 
torical Revieic,  and  elsewhere.  The  University  of  South  Carolina  gave  him  the  de- 
gree of  LL.  D.  in  1873;  and  upon  the  founding  of  the  Law  School  of  Cornell 
University,  he  was  appointed  non-resident  professor  of  Constitutional  Law. 

In  1869  he  married  Alice  Cornelia  Ingersoll,  daughter  of  George  W.  Inger- 
soll  of  Bangor,  Me.  She  died  during  the  time  of  his  New  York  practice.  Two  of 
his  six  sons  survive  him, — Julian  Ingersoll  Chamberlain  of  Boston,  and  Paul  C. 
Chamberlain  of  Washington,  D.  C.  Forced  to  seek  a  milder  climate  than  New 
England,  he  was  separated  from  his  nearest  of  kin  during  his  last  days,  but  was 
among  friends  of  his  own  name  to  whom  he  had  greatly  endeared  himself.  Neither 
affliction  nor  pain  could  conquer  his  mental  energy  and  power.  When  so  weak 
that  he  "could  only  write  a  dozen  or  twenty  words,  and  then  give  up  exhausted 
and  panting,"  he  labored  "during  five  long  days"  on  an  article,  which  when  fin- 
ished showed  no  trace  of  weakness  or  fragmentariness.  He  died  at  Charlottes- 
ville, Va.,  April  13,  1907,  and  was  interred  at  West  Brookfield,  Mass. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  this  Association,  and  contributed  one 
hundred  dollars  toward  the  establishment  of  our  Bureau  of  Genealogy.     It  was  a 
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matter  of  regret  that  he  was  able  to  be  present  at  only  one  of  our  annual  gather- 
ings. Much  of  the  material  for  this  sketch  has  been  taken,  frequently  verbatim, 
from  the  memorial  bv  Edward  H.  Gilbert  in  the  "Proceedings  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society"  for  October,  1907.  The  most  lengthy  sketch  of  his  life 
is  contained  in  a  book  entitled  "Governor  Chamberlain's  Administration  in  South 
Carolina"  (544  pages),  written  by  Walter  Allen,  a  life-long  friend. 
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PERSONAL  RECORDS 
HON.  ABIRAM  CHAMBERLAIN 

Hon.  ABiRAii  Chamberl.a.in,  former  Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  a  promi- 
nent banker  in  New  England,  the  guest  of  this  Association  at  its  annual  reunion 
in  1907,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Colebrook,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  De- 
cember 7,  1837.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  of  the  oldest  and  purest  New 
England  stock,  one  of  the  most  distant  on  his  father's  side  being  Jacob  Chamber- 
lain, who  was  born  in  Massachusets  in  1673.  On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain is  descended  from  Henry  and  Eulalia  Burt.  Mr.  Chamberlain's  father  was 
Deacon  Abiram  Chamberlain,  a  most  skillful  and  experienced  civil  engineer  and 
surveyor,  a  man  of  great  uprightness  and  stability  of  character,  and  widely  known 
for  his  attractive  personality.     Mr.  Chamberlain's  mother  was  Sophronia  Burt. 

After  receiving  a  public  school  education,  Mr.  Chamberlain  studied  at  Willis- 
ton  Seminary,  Easthampton,  Mass.,  where  he  made  a  special  study  of  civil  engi- 
neering, his  father's  calling.  In  1856  the  family  moved  to  New  Britain,  where 
Mr.  Chamberlain  learned  the  trade  of  rule  making,  and  practiced  civil  engineer- 
ing with  his  father.  He  soon  abandoned  this  course  to  become  a  teller  in  the  New 
Britain  National  Bank.  This  step  was  the  turning  point  of  his  career,  for  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  destined  to  be  identified  with  finance  instead  of  engineering.  In 
1867  he  moved  to  Meriden,  and  became  cashier  of  the  Home  National  Bank.  In 
1881  he  became  president  of  that  bank,  a  position  which  he  still  holds. 

Though  few  men  have  had  more  thorough  experience  in  banking  than  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  he  has  found  time  for  many  other  interests,  as  his  many  public 
ofiices  have  shown.  He  was  at  one  time  city  auditor  and  a  member  of  the  City 
Government,  and  has  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  1901  and 
1902  he  was  state  comptroller,  and  in  September,  1902,  he  was  nominated  for  gov- 
ernor of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  elected  by  a  large  majority.  From  the  time 
his  first  address  won  public  applause,  he  was  in  high  favor,  not  only  because  of 
his  dignity  and  executive  ability,  but  for  his  kindness  and  geniality.  Soon  after 
his  election  the  Waterbury  Trolley  Strike  occurred,  and  the  decision  and  mastery 
with  which  Governor  Chamberlain  quelled  the  disturbance  proved  him  thoroughly 
worthy  of  his  great  trust. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has  always  been  a  promoter  of  everything  possible  for  the 
welfare  of  Meriden,  and  he  is  actively  interested  in  many  of  its  leading  institutions. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  Meriden  Savings  Bank,  director  in  the  Meriden  Hos- 
pital, in  the  Meriden  Cutlery  Company,  in  the  Edward  Miller  and  Company; 
also  a  director  of  the  Stanley  Works  in  New  Britain.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Home 
and  Colonial  Clubs  of  Meriden,  the  Hartford  Club,  the  Union  League  Club  of 
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New  Haven,  and  the  Metabetchouan  Fishing  and  Game  Club  of  Canada.  [He  has 
served  five  years  in  the  State  MiHtia,  and  is  fond  of  outdoor  life,  especially  golf, 
baseball,  and  fishing.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  affiliation  a 
Congregationalist. 

In  187'2  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  married  to  Charlotte  E.  Roberts.  Two  sons 
have  been  born  to  them,  both  of  whom  are  now  living,  Albert  Roberts  and  Harold 
Burt. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  may  be  called  a  self-made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word — in  everything  that  he  has  undertaken,  he  has  succeeded;  although  he 
has  never  sought  political  office,  he  has  been  honored  with  the  governorship  of 
the  state.  In  the  business  of  banking  he  has  attained  to  a  position  of  importance, 
and  has  been  complimented  by  being  elected  president  of  the  Connecticut  Bankers' 
Association,  and  a  vice-president,  representing  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  the 
American  Bankers'  Association.  Perhaps  the  best  tribute  to  his  mental  capa- 
bility was  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.,  conferred  upon  him  by  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, in  1903. 

THOMAS  CHAMBERLAIN 

Thomas  Chamberlain,  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Chamberlain  As- 
sociation and  Treasurer  of  the  society  since  its  organization,  was  born  at  ^Yo^ces- 
ter,  Mass.,  June  4,  1835,  the  next  youngest  of  eleven  children  of  General  Thomas 
Chamberlain  of  that  city,  and  sixth  in  descent  from  the  emigrant  William  Cham- 
berlain of  Woburn,  Mass.,  through  three  successive  Jacobs  born  at  Billerica,  Med- 
ford  and  Newton,  respectively,  and  John  of  Worcester,  the  father  of  General 
Thomas.  His  mother,  Hannah  Blair,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Blair  of 
Rutland  and  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  second  wife  of  General  Thomas  Chamberlain, 
was  born  at  Rutland  in  1793,  and  died  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  1874.  His  father, 
a  staunch  representative  of  that  dignified  type  of  manhood  which  flourished  in 
the  early  half  of  the  last  century,  was  born  at  Worcester,  March  6,  1783,  and  died 
at  the  Chamberlain  homestead  on  Salisbury  Street,  that  city,  September  5,  1855, 
after  a  life  filled  with  activity  and  public  service,  in  which  he  held  various  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was  President  of  the  first  Common  Council 
of  W^orcester,  Crier  of  the  Court  for  many  years,  a  trustee  of  the  Worcester  Horti- 
cultural Society,  and  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  from  1834  to  1836. 
He  filled  most  of  the  military  offices  of  the  state  from  Corporal  to  Major-General, 
and  from  the  last  office  received  the  title  by  which  he  was  best  known. 

Deacon  John  Chamberlain,  father  of  General  Thomas,  and  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Worcester,  July  22,  1745,  took  an  active 
and  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  died  at  the  Chamberlain  home- 
stead. May  31,  1813.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Worcester  Old  South  Church  from 
1790  until  his  death,  the  term  of  office  of  his  father  and  himself  covering  a  period 
of  sixiy-one  years.    By  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Curtis  of  Worcester, 
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an  officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  he  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  in  this  branch  of  the  family  appeared  an  unmistakable  strain  of  legal  blood, 
for  of  the  four  sons  of  Deacon  Chamberlain  there  was  not  one  whose  calling  was 
not  linked  to  either  the  practice  of  the  law  or  its  administration  in  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice. The  eldest,  John  Curtis,  was  a  successful  lawyer  in  Alstead  and  Charles- 
town,  N.  H.,  and  representative  to  Congress  from  New  Hampshire.  The  next 
younger,  Henry  Vassal,  was  likewise  a  lawyer  in  New  Hampshire  (practicing  also 
in  Maine),  and  was  later  a  sheriff  and  judge  in  Mobile,  Ala.  The  third,  General 
Thomas,  was,  as  already  stated,  Crier  of  the  Court,  and  the  fourth,  Levi,  was  Clerk 
of  the  Court  and  County  Attorney  for  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  also  state  senator. 
It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  we  should  find  expressed  in  the  next  generation, 
and  that  immediately  following,  a  capacity  of  achievement  and  strength  of  per- 
sonality of  more  than  ordinary  degree,  manifested  in  the  daughters  as  well  as  the 
sons,  and  that  Robert  Horace,  youngest  son  of  General  Thomas,  should  be  found 
High  Sheriff  of  Worcester  County  and  Master  of  the  House  of  Correction,  while 
Harry  Richardson,  grandson  of  General  Thomas,  and  son  of  the  Thomas  of  whom 
we  write,  should  attain  to  a  place  of  prominence  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  journal- 
ism both  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

The  early  life  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  was  spent  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  where 
he  attended  the  public  and  high  schools,  later  attending  the  Westfield  Academy 
at  Westfield,  Mass.,  from  which  he  graduated  in  185L  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
same  year  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Boston  Journal,  remaining  with  that  paper 
but  two  years,  when  he  took  a  position  with  the  Bvinker  Hill  Bank  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  serving  as  clerk  for  three  years. 

In  1856  he  left  Charlestown  for  Peoria,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  general 
hardware  business,  conducting  also  an  agency  for  several  insurance  companies. 
It  was  while  here  that  he  made  a  trip  east  to  participate  in  that  most  important 
of  all  events,  and  wedded  at  Boston,  August  31,  1858,  Helen  Augusta,  daughter 
of  Solomon  and  Joanna  Augusta  (Flint)  Hovey,  of  Charlestown.  Mr.  Hovey  was 
at  that  time  president  of  the  largest  fire  insurance  company  in  Boston,  the  Me- 
chanics Mutual,  and  occupied  a  position  of  much  prominence  in  the  business  and 
commercial  life  of  the  city.  Returning  to  Peoria  immediately  after  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  conducted  his  business  at  that  point  until  April  12,  1861,  on 
which  day  he  took  final  departure  for  the  east  to  accept  a  position  with  what  was 
then  the  State  Bank  of  Boston,  now  the  State  National  Bank,  for  many  years  lo- 
cated on  State  Street.  Entering  as  discount  clerk,  he  soon  became  paying  teller, 
which  position  he  held  for  a  great  many  years,  only  a  comparatively  short  time  ago, 
owing  to  failing  health,  taking  the  position  of  assistant  teller,  in  which  capacity 
he  now  serves,  having  completed  his  forty-sixth  year  with  that  institution. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Chamberlain  became  actively  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  constant  member  of  that 
denomination.  His  connection  with  the  Eliot  Church  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  during 
his  residence  in  that  district  from  1863  to  1873,  was  one  of  particular  activity.    Of 
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the  church  at  Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  where  he  has  resided  since  1873,  he  is  and  has 
been  a  most  enthusiastic  and  efficient  member. 

While  residing  in  Peoria  a  pecuhar  opportunity  presented  itself  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain to  be  of  assistance  to  the  operatives  of  a  mine  not  far  from  the  town,  who 
were  extremely  poor.  Being  always  interested  in  children,  he  organized  at  the 
mine  a  Sunday-school,  which  he  personally  superintended,  there  being  neither 
church  nor  day  school  in  the  vicinity  at  that  time.  The  school  was  not  only  at- 
tended most  eagerly,  growing  to  successful  proportions  during  his  stay  in  the  West, 
but  proved  the  nucleus  of  what  afterward  became,  and  is  at  the  present  time,  a 
flourishing  church  of  the  Methodist  denomination. 

While  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  all  worthv  in- 
stitutions, he  has  never  allied  himself  to  any  organization  outside  the  church  or 
family  association,  nor  aspired  in  any  way  to  political  or  ecclesiastical  office.  To 
him  the  home  has  been  pre-eminent,  and  his,  surely,  has  been  an  ideal  one.  Of  his 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  eldest,  Harry  Richardson,  is  at  the 
present  time  London  Correspondent  of  the  New  York  Sitn,  having  filled  succes- 
sively the  positions  of  Managing  Editor  of  the  Nexv  York  Press  and  of  the  Boston 
Journal  during  the  years  1888  to  189'-2;  Helen  Clare  resides  at  Hyde  Park,  Mass., 
and  Alice  Louise,  wife  of  Nestor  W.  Davis,  resides  at  Winchester,  Mass.  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  second  child,  Alfred  Thomas,  died  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1868,  at  the  age  of  six  years.  If  there  is  one  thing  in  particular  for  which 
Mr.  Chamberlain  is  noted,  it  is  his  uniformly  genial  and  kindly  disposition,  which 
is  well  known  to  all  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance.  His  sympathies  are  deep  and 
genuine,  and  as  might  well  be  expected,  his  friends  are  many  and  strong. 
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THE    ENGLISH     HOME    AND    ENVIRONMENT    OF    HENRY 
CHAMBERLIN  OF  HINGHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS 

Through  the  generosity  of  Rev.  Leander  Trowbridge  Chamberlain,  D.  D., 
of  New  York,  EngHsh  researches  for  the  Chamberlain  family  history  were  com- 
menced August  31,  1899.  The  direction  of  the  work  was  entrusted  to  George  W. 
Chamberlain  of  Weymouth,  Mass.  Dr.  Chamberlain  made  only  one  provision, 
viz.,  that  the  researches  be  so  directed  as  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  English  history 
of  the  family  from  whom  William  Chamberlain,  the  New  England  immigrant  to 
Billerica,  Mass.,  was  descended.  For  this  reason  more  than  three  years  elapsed 
before  any  attempt  was  made  to  identify  the  English  home  of  Henry  Chamberlin, 
the  earliest  English  immigrant  of  the  surname  Chamberlain  to  seek  a  home  in 
New  England. 

It  was  well  understood  that  Henry  Chamberlin  and  his  family  arrived  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  August  10,  1638,  and  that  he  came  in  the  ship  Diligent  which 
sailed  from  Ipswich,  touched  at  London,  and  made  the  port  of  Charlestown  in 
New  England  on  the  last-mentioned  date.  In  the  Diligent  were  not  fewer  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  passengers,  who  had  placed  themselves  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev,  Robert  Peck,  rector  of  the  parish  of  Hingham,  County  of  Nor- 
folk, England,  from  160.5  to  1637.  Among  the  passengers  of  the  Diligent  came 
Daniel  Cushing,  then  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  subsequently  town  clerk  of 
Hingham,  Mass.,  serving  the  town  from  1669  to  1700.  Late  in  life,  probably  after 
1680,  he  wrote  in  his  Diary  a  "list  of  such  persons  as  came  out  of  the  town  of  Hing- 
ham and  towns  adjacent,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  in  the  Kingdom  of  England 
and  settled  in  New  Hingham."  Among  the  items,  in  a  distinct  hand,  may  be  read 
after  more  than  two  centuries : 

"1638:  Henry  Chamberlin,  shoemaker,  his  wife  and  his  mother  and  two 
children  came  from  Old  Hingham  and  settled  at  New  Hingham — 5." 

This  item,  written  by  Mr.  Cushing  more  than  forty  years  after  the  event  to 
which  he  referred  and  after  every  person  mentioned  had  passed  away  except  Henry 
Chamberlin's  widow  who  may  have  been  living  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Hull,  may 
not  be  absolutely  correct  so  far  as  numbers  go.  One  of  two  things  is  certain,  viz., 
if  all  of  the  members  of  Henry  Chamberlin's  family  came  in  the  Diligent  with  him, 
there  were  more  than  two  children,  and  Mr.  Cushing's  memory  after  the  lapse  of 
forty  years  or  more  was  not  accurate;  if  some  members  of  Henry  Chamberlin's 
family  came  at  some  other  time,  the  item  may  be  strictly  correct.  There  is  good 
authority  for  believing  that  Henry  Chamberlin  had  not  fewer  than  six  children  who 
must  have  been  born  before  he  came  to  Massachusetts. 

Turning  our  attention  from  New  England  to  the  history  of  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  we  get  glimpses  of  the  causes  of  the  immigration  of  the  company.     We 


3^  CHAMBERLAIN  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA 

learn  that  Rev.  Robert  Peck,  a  native  of  Beccles  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  grad- 
uated at  Magdalene  College  in  1599,  took  the  degree  A.  M.  in  1603,  and  was  or- 
dained presbyter  by  John,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  February  4,  1G04.  He  was  inducted 
over  the  church  at  Hingham,  January  7,  1G05-G.  Here  he  remained  for  more  than 
thirty  years. 

On  one  occasion,  we  are  told,  that  he  catechised  his  family  and  sung  a  psalm 
in  his  own  house  on  a  Lord's  Day  evening  when  some  of  the  neighbors  were  present, 
for  which  Bishop  Harsnet  enjoined  him  and  all  present  to  do  penance,  and  re- 
quired each  to  say,  "I  confess  my  errors."  Those  who  refused  were  excommuni- 
cated and  required  to  pay  heavy  costs.  For  this  and  other  acts  the  citizens  of 
Norwich,  we  are  told,  presented  a  complaint  against  Bishop  Harsnet  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Bishop  replied  that  Mr.  Peck  had  been  sent  to  him  by  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  holding  a  conventicle  at  night;  that  he  had  been  convicted 
of  nonconformity  and  of  holding  conventicles  in  1615  and  1617,  and  that  in  1622 
he  was  taken  in  his  own  house  with  twenty-two  of  his  neighbors  at  a  conventicle. 

Bishop  Harsnet  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Matthew  Wren,  who  was  Bishop  of 
Norwich  from  1635  to  1638.  He  it  was  who  proposed  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
articles,  in  which  are  found  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  questions, — "articles 
to  be  inquired  of  within  the  Diocess  of  Norwich  in  the  first  visitation  of  Matthew, 
Lord-bishop  of  Norwich."  These  questions  were  read  to  the  clergy  of  his  Diocese, 
including  the  parish  of  Hingham,  and  their  answers  returned  to  him.  On  account 
of  his  severity  with  the  Puritan  clergy  of  his  Diocese,  the  inhabitants  of  Ipswich 
drew  up  a  petition  against  him,  and  presented  it  to  the  House  of  Parliament  De- 
cember 22,  1640.  He  was  impeached,  and  on  July  5,  1641,  the  Committee  reported, 
"That  the  said  Matthew  Wren  [now]  Bishop  of  Ely  hath  excommunicated,  de- 
prived, or  banished,  within  the  space  of  two  years,  fifty  godly,  learned  and  painful 
ministers."  Among  these  was  Rev.  Robert  Peck  of  Hingham.  However,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  that  Bishop  Wren  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  from  this  time  to 
1659. 

Turning  now  to  the  question  from  the  view-point  of  the  Church  of  England, 
we  are  told  that  Robert  Peck  was  a  "man  of  a  very  violent  schismatical  spirit,  that 
he  pulled  down  the  rails  and  leveled  the  alter  and  the  whole  chancel  a  foot  below 
the  church  as  it  remains  to  this  day  [1715],  but  being  prosecuted  for  it  by  Bishop 
Wren  he  fled  the  kingdom  and  went  over  into  New  England  toith  many  of  his 
parishioners,  who  sold  their  estates  for  half  their  value,  and  conveyed  all  their 
effects  to  that  new  plantation,  erected  a  town  and  colonic  by  the  name  of  Hingham, 
where  many  of  their  posterity  are  still  [1715]  remaining."  Continuing,  we  read 
that  "he  promosed  never  to  desert  them,  but  hearing  that  Bishops  were  deposed, 
he  left  them  all  to  shift  for  themselves  and  came  to  Hingham  in  the  year  1646  after 
ten  years  of  voluntary  banishment.  He  resumed  his  rectory  and  died  in  1656." 
This  record  was  written  on  the  parish  register  of  Hingham,  England,  by  the  rec- 
tor in  1715. 

In  this  environment  in  an  age  of  intolerance  Henry  Chamberlin  and  his  family 
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lived  until  the  year  1638.  The  church  of  St.  Andrew,  rebuilt  in  1316,  which  was 
the  center  of  this  conflict,  is  still  standing,  a  handsome  specimen  of  mediaeval  ar- 
chitecture. 

Having  gathered  the  foregoing  facts,  the  next  step  was  to  learn  about  the  ac- 
tual condition  of  the  Hingham  parish  registers — the  one  source  of  English  family  his- 
tory at  close  range.  Turning  to  that  monumental  work  entitled,  "Abstracts  from 
the  English  Parish  Registers,"  published  by  the  British  Government,  it  was  found 
that  the  registers  of  Hingham  were  reported  to  begin  in  1683 — more  than  half  a 
century  after  the  period  of  Henry  Chamberlin's  assumed  activity  in  that  parish, 
and  nearly  ten  years  after  his  death  in  New  England.  Knowing  that  this  parish 
was  adjoining  to  the  parish  of  Attleborough  and  that  the  latter  was  a  very  old  parish, 
the  assumption  was  made  that  the  former  parish  was  set  off  from  Attleborough 
after  the  emigration.  An  expert  record  searcher  was  dispatched  to  the  parish  of 
Attleborough  with  directions  to  glean  all  Chamberlain  baptisms,  marriages  and 
burials  from  1552  to  1700.  That  report  cost  a  little  more  than  twenty-five  dollars 
and  was  most  disappointing. 

Not  discouraged,  the  director  of  the  researches  applied  himself  to  a  most 
careful,  critical  examination  of  Blomefield's  "History  of  the  County  of  Norfolk" 
(Vol.  2,  p.  424).  By  the  context  he  became  convinced  that  the  author  of  the  ar- 
ticle relating  to  Hingham,  must  in  1805  or  thereabouts  have  seen  the  Hingham 
registers,  and  that  they  contained  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials  of  a  much 
earlier  date  than  1683.  Having  concluded  that  the  Hingham  registers  were  much 
older  than  represented,  a  letter  was  dispatched  to  Mr.  George  F.  Chamberlain  of 
New  York  (a  descendant  of  Henry  Chamberlin)  telling  him  that  in  all  probability 
the  English  home  of  his  ancestor  had  been  discovered,  and  that  with  twenty-five 
dollars  much  valuable  ancestral  data  could  be  obtained.  Promptly  the  funds  were 
forwarded  and  again  the  expert  record  searcher  was  sent  into  the  County  of  Nor- 
folk to  the  parish  of  Hingham. 

This  report,  full  of  most  valuable  Chamberlain  data,  revealed  the  fact  that 
the  Hingham  parish  registers  began  in  1600.  The  results  of  the  search  in  the 
registers  from  1600  to  1700  are  as  follows: 

1600-01:  Johan  Chamberlyn  daughter  of  Richard  Baptised  25  Jan. 
1603:  Marie  Chamberlyn  daughter  of  Richard  baptised  27  Nov. 
1604:  Johan  Chamberlyn  buried  5  May. 

1606:  Dorothy  Chamberlyn  daughter  of  Richard  baptised  9  June. 
1611:  Susan  Chamberlyn  daughter  of  Robert  baptised  2  June. 
1613:  John  Chamberline  and  Elizabeth  Ransome  married  24  May. 
1616-7:  Katterine  Chamberline  daughter  of  John  baptised   (.'12)  Jan. 
1619:  Anne  daughter  of  John  Chamberline  baptised  4  April. 
1621:  Frances  daughter  of  John  Chamberhne  baptised  17  June. 
1621:  Richard  Chamberline  and  Merget  Polye  married  26  August. 
1622:  George  Cooper,  taylor,  and  Susan  Chamberline  married  23  April. 
1623:  Richard  sone  of  John  Chamberline  baptised  [date  faded]  May. 
1625:  Ellen  daughter  of  John  Chamberline  baptised  29  May. 
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1627-8:  Thomas  base  son  of  Joan  Chamberline  baptised  17  Feb. 
16'27-8:  Richard  son  of  John  Chamberline  baptised  16  March. 
16'-29-30:  Francis  son  of  John  Chamberline  baptised  10  Jan. 
1629:  Susan  daughter  of  Robert  Chamberhne  buried  24  Dec. 
1631:  Richard  son  of  Richard  Chamberhne  baptised  6  June. 
1632:  EUzabeth  daughter  of  John  Chamberhne  baptised  5  May. 

1632:  Daniel  and  Mary  children  of  Henry  Chamberline  baptised  15  May.        / 
1632:  Daniel  son  of  Henry  Chamberline  buried  19  May. 
1632:  Mary  daughter  of  Henry  Chamberline  buried  25  May. 
1633:  John  son  of  Henry  CH.\iiBERLiNE  baptised  15  Nov. 

1634:  John  son  of  John  Chamberline  baptised  29  June. 

1635-6:  Robert  and  Henry  sons  of  Henry  and  Grace  Chamberline  baptised  15  March. 

1635:  Frances  daughter  of  Edward  Chamberline  buried  6  Nov. 

1635-6:  Robert  Chamberline  buried  11  Jan. 

1638:  Richard  Chamberline,  the  elder,  buried  10  August. 

1642:  All  entries  wanting  for  this  year. 

1649:  Grace  Chamberline,  widow,  buried  3  INIarch. 

1656:  May  5:  John  Swatman,  widower,  and  Ann  Chamberline,  singalwooman,  of  this 
town  bothe  were  married  acordinge  to  ye  tennor  of  an  Act  of  Parlj-ment  in 
that  cans  made  and  pro\yded  by  brampton  Gadinge  [Brampton  Gordon] 
Esquire,  one  of  ye  Justices  of  ye  Peace  for  this  County  in  the  day  and  yeare 
before  menshened. 

1651-1660:  Baptisms  and  burials  wanting. 

1664-1683:  All  baptisms,  marriages  and  burials  wanting. 

1698:  Mary  Chamberlain,  widow,  buried  17  June. 

These  aKstracts  confirm  the  fact  that  Henry  Chamberlin  lived  in  the  parish 
of  Hingham  before  coming  to  New  England.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  parish 
registers  do  not  show  the  baptisms  of  his  elder  children,  nor  his  marriage,  nor  his 
baptism  and  with  that  his  father's  name.  It  seems  probable  that  before  163'2  he 
lived  in  .some  other  parish,  w^here  may  be  found  these  data.  Among  the  parishes 
most  likely  to  have  the  other  data,  suggestion  may  be  made  of  Wymondham  and 
Barnham-Broom. 

Our  English  pedigree  shows  that  Edward  Chamberleyn,  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Barnham  Broome  in  1567,  had  a  brother  Henry.  This  is  the  earliest  mention 
of  the  name  Henry  in  the  County  of  Norfolk  that  has  been  found.  After  1650  the 
name  Henry  occurs  in  several  parishes  of  this  county.  The  diary  of  Rev.  Peter 
Hobart  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  shows  that  the  name  of  Henry  Chamberlin's  widowed 
mother  was  Christian,  and  that  she  died  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  April  19,  1659,  aged 
eighty-one  years.     Hence  she  was  born  about  1578. 

March,  1907. 

George  W.  Ch.\jwberl.vin. 
Le.\nder  T.  Chamberlain. 


HENRY  CHAMBERLIN  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 

By    George    Walter    Chamberlain,    M.    S., 

Member  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society 

My  studies  on  the  descendants  of  Henry'  Chamberlin  of  Hull,  Mass.,  from 
1662  to  1674,  were  begun  in  1891  and  have  been  continued  to  the  present  time. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  late  Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain,  LL.  D.,  I  was  able  to 
commence  with  an  exact  copy  of  his  Chamberlain  data,  which  he  had  gathered 
between  1865  and  1891.  Upon  removing  to  the  vicinity  of  Boston  in  1895,  I  pur- 
sued my  investigations  in  the  library  of  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical 
Society  which  contains  the  most  complete  collection  of  American  genealogy  in  ex- 
istence. To  the  librarians  of  this  Society,  the  late  Mr.  John  Ward  Dean  and  his 
successor  Mr.  William  Prescott  Greenlaw,  I  am  indebted  for  assistance,  advice, 
and  encouragement.  In  1899 — two  years  after  the  Chamberlain  Association  of 
America  was  organized — further  encouragement  came  through  the  generosity  of 
the  late  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  the  late  Ex-Gov.  Daniel  Henry  Chamber- 
lain, LL.  D.,  and  Rev.  Leander  Trowbridge  Chamberlain,  D.  D.,  all  of  New  York. 
By  a  recent  vote  of  the  Chamberlain  Association,  it  was  decided  to  publish  the  re- 
sults of  these  studies  of  the  earlier  generations  of  the  descendants  of  Henry  Cham- 
berlin, the  earliest  of  the  surname  to  settle  in  New  England.  From  the  nature  of 
the  case,  these  earlier  generations  rest  in  considerable  obscurity;  and  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  this  genealogical  record  to  set  them  forth  as  clearly  and  as  distinctly  as  can 
be  done  after  the  lapse  of  two  and  a  half  centuries.  No  person  can  construct  a 
complete  and  perfect  record  of  this  family,  or  of  any  other  early  New  England 
family.  No  genealogy  has  yet  been  published  which  is  absolutely  free  from  errors. 
It  is  most  earnestly  hoped,  however,  that  this  record  of  the  descendants  of  Henry 
Chamberlin  will  not  be  found  upon  publication  to  contain  more  errors  and  omis- 
sions than  the  better  class  of  American  genealogies  contain,  and  that  the  time  will 
soon  come,  when  the  living  descendants  of  this  pioneer,  or  better  the  Chamberlain 
Association,  will  be  disposed  to  carry  forward  these  generations  to  a  much  later 
period. 
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FIRST  GENERATION 

1  HENRY^  CHAMBERLIN  came  from  Hingham,  County  of  Norfolk, 
Old  England,  to  New  England  in  the  ship  Diligent,  arriving  Aug.  10,  1638.  With 
him  came  his  mother  Christian,  his  wife  Jane,  and  two  or  more  children.  The 
time  and  place  of  his  birth,  his  baptism  and  his  marriage  have  not  been  discovered. 
That  he  came  to  New  England  from  the  parish  of  Hingham  cannot  be  doubted. 
His  relationship  to  the  four  or  five  other  Chamberlin  families  living  in  that  parish 
from  1600  to  1638  is  wholly  a  matter  of  conjecture  at  this  time  (1907).  His  mother. 
Christian  Chamberlin,  was  apparently  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  here. 
She  was  probably  the  "Mrs.  Chamberlin,  widowe,  sister  to  Mr.  Israeli  Stoughton," 
who  received  an  allowance  from  Mr.  Andrews'  gift  by  the  Governor  and  Deputies 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  May  14,  1645.  She  d.  at  Hingham,  April  19,  1659, 
86.  81  years.  Hence  she  must  have  been  b.  about  1578.  The  Diligent  sailed  from 
Ipswich  to  London,  and  from  London  to  New  England,  bringing  not  less  than 
133  passengers  who  were  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Robert  Peck,  who  had 
been  inducted  over  the  parish  of  Hingham,  England,  Jan.  7,  1605,  and  was  deposed 
by  Bishop  Wren  in  1637.  The  church  of  St.  Andrew,  Hingham,  was  rebuilt  in 
1316,  and  still  remains  a  handsome  structure  with  a  lofty  tower  containing  eight 
musical  bells.  Mr.  Peck  "fled  the  kingdom  and  went  over  into  New  England, 
with  many  of  his  parishioners  who  sold  their  estates  for  half  their  value  and  con- 
veyed all  their  effects  to  that  new  plantation,  erected  a  town  and  colonic  by  the 
name  of  Hingham,  where  many  of  their  posterity  are  remaining."  (Hingham, 
England,  Parish  Register  for  1715.) 

Coming  to  New  England  to  escape  religious  persecution,  Henry  Chamberlin 
was  granted  land  for  a  house-lot  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  in  1638.  He  was  admitted 
a  freeman,  March  13,  1638-39  {New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Register, 
vol.  3,  p.  96.)  He  lived  in  Hingham  from  1638  to  1660,  when  Feb.  4,  1660,  he 
deeded  Daniel  Gushing  of  Hingham,  for  £3,  "all  yt  my  lott  containing  two  acres 
of  upland  be  it  more  or  lesse  as  it  was  given  me  by  ye  towne  of  Hingham,  lying  and 
being  in  ye  towneship  of  Hingham  aforesaid  in  ye  field  called  the  Plaine  Necke, 
near  unto  ye  hill  called  Rocky  Hill."  (Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  3,  p.  470.)  In  this  and 
other  deeds,  he  is  called  a  "blacksmith"  and  a  "shoemaker." 

"For  since  the  birth  of  time,  throughout  all  ages  and  nations. 
Has  the  craft  of  the  smith  been  held  in  repute  by  the  people." 
He  removed  across  Broad  Bay  to  Hull,  a  distance  of  some  two  or  three  miles, 
about  1661,  and  here  he  lived  until  his  death,  July  15,  1674.  Daniel  Gushing 
called  him  a  "shoemaker,"  and  he  may  have  been  upon  arriving,  but  from  1660 
to  his  death  he  styled  himself  a  "blacksmith."  He  was  buried,  probably,  in  the  old 
burying  ground  on  the  hill  in  Hull,  but  "no  man  knoweth  his  sepulchre."  "Henry 
Chamberlin  sometime  of  Hinsrham  but  now  of  Hull  in  the  Countv  of  Suffolk  in 
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New  England,  blacksmith,  being  weake  in  body"  made  his  will,  Dec.  8,  1673, 
as  follows:  To  "my  loveing  wife  Jane  Chamberlin"  her  comfortable  maintainance; 
to  "my  eldest  son  Henry  Chamberlin  all  my  tools  belonging  to  my  trade;"  to  "my 
two  sons  Henry  Chamberlin  and  William  Chamberlin"  equal  division  of  estate; 
to  "my  daughter  Susan  Carter"  20s.;  to  "my  daughter,  Ursley  Cole,"  QOs.;  to 
"my  daughter  Faith  Patterson,"  20s.;  to  "my  grandchild  John  Chamberlin,"  20s.; 
joint  executors  Henry  and  William  Chamberlin  his  sons;  will  proved,  July  29, 
1674.  {Suffolk  Probate,  vol.  6,  p.  54.)  His  widow  Jane  survived  her  husband, 
and  with  her  sons  gave  a  joint  deed  of  his  house,  carpenter  houses,  lands,  and 
meadow  in  Hingham  to  Thomas  Sawyer,  March  3,  1674-75.  (Suffolk  Deeds, 
vol.  13,  p.  479.)  The  inventory  of  his  estate  shows  that  he  owned  land  at  "Old 
Planters'  Hill"  and  on  the  "Plaines"  in  Hingham.  " Chamberlin's  Run,"  a  small 
brook  flowing  into  Wier  River,  near  Rocky  Hill,  and  "Chamberlin's  Swamp" 
beyond  Rocky  Hill,  both  in  Hingham,  perpetuate  the  name  of  this  pioneer,  whose 
descendants  have  not  dwelt  in  the  ancient  town  these  200  years. 

Children,  perhaps  not  in  order: 

i  Susannah,^  b.  about  1616;  m.  before  1649  Joseph  Carter  of  Charlestown  and  Wo- 
burn,  Mass.  He  d.  at  Charlestown,  Jan.  31,  1676-77,  as.  72  years.  She  m.  (2)  June  4, 
1677,  Richard  Eccles  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  was  a  weaver  and  d.  before  March  10, 
1696-97,  she  surviving.  Her  daughter  Susannah  ^  Carter,  b.  about  1649,  m.  Henry, 
Summers  of  Woburn,  and  d.  Oct.  7,  1708,  se.  59  years. 

2  ii  Henry,^  eldest  son,  settled  at  Hull,  Mass. 

3  iii  William,^  the  Quaker,  settled  at  Hull  about  1653. 

iv  Daniel,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  England,  May  15,  1632;  buried  there,  May  19,  1632. 
v  Mary,^  perhaps  twin,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  England,  May  15,  1632;  buried  there,  May  25, 
1632. 

4  vi  JoHN,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  England,  Nov.  15,  1633. 

vii  Ursula,^  b.  about  1634;  m.  about  1655,  John  Cole  of  Charlestown,  Mass.;  alive  in 
1673.  Their  children  were:  (1)  John,^  "mariner;"  (2)  Jane,^  h.  Nov.  1,  1659;  alive 
as  Jane  Cole,  Dec.  2,  1678,  when  she  witnessed  Henry  ^  Chamberhn's  will;  (3)  and 
(4)  Martha  3  and  Ursula,^  twins,  b.  Jan.  25,  1663;  Martha  ^  d.  Feb.  8,  1668.  Ursula  ^ 
m.  Wigglesworth  Sweeter  of  Boston.  (Wyman's  Genealogies  of  Charlestown,  vol.  1, 
p.  229.)  (5)  James,^  who  left  descendants.  She  chose  Thomas  Carter,  Sr.,  and  Joseph 
Carter  for  her  bondsmen,  Sept.  6,  1668. 

viii  Fajth,^  m.  before  1656  Edward  Patterson,  of  Rehoboth  from  1643  to  1645;  of  Hing- 
ham in  1652.  He  was  a  Quaker,  and  removed  to  Freehold,  Monmouth  County,  N.  J., 
as  early  as  1667.  He  d.  at  Freehold  before  Oct.  5,  1672.  She  m.  (2)  between  Dec.  8, 
1673,  and  Nov.  6,  1674,  Thomas  Huet,  and  witnessed  the  first  recorded  Quaker  mar- 
riage at  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.,  as  "Faith  Huet"  on  6  d.  of  9  mo.  1674.  Her  children 
were:  (1)  Ralph  ^  Patterson,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  Jan.  13,  1655-56,  and  (2) 
Mary  ^  Patterson,  a  witness  in  Dec,  1688,  who  m.  Ebenezer  Cook,  and  probably 
others.    The  mother  d.  Jan.  30,  1710-11. 

ix  Daniel,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  March  17,  1639;  no  further  mention  has  been 

found  of  him. 
X  Sarah,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Sept.  26,  1641. 

xi  Nathaniel,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Nov.  26,  1643;  not  mentioned  in  his  father's  will  in 
1673,  nor  elsewhere. 

xii  Ebenezer,^  probably  a  son,  d.  at  Hingham,  Oct.  28,  1646. 
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SECOND  GENERATION 

2  HENRY-  CHAMBERLIN  (Henry'),  called  in  his  father's  will  "my 
eldest  son,"  b.  probably  about  1618;  d.  at  Hull,  Mass.,  Dec.  3,  1678.  He  was 
made  a  freeman  in  May,  1645.  He  removed  to  Hull  before  1657  when  the  pro- 
prietors of  Hull  granted  him  eight  lots  in  that  town,  viz.  a  two  acre  home-lot  in  Hull 
village,  a  lot  at  "Allerton  Hill"  bounded  by  the  "mayne  sea"  on  the  east,  a  lot  at 
"Strait's  river,"  another  on  Peddock's  Island,  a  fifth  at  "Strawberry  Hill,"  a  sixth 
at  "Sagamore  Hill,"  the  seventh  at  "White  Head"  and  the  eighth  at  "Hogge 
Island,"  all  in  Hull.  (Hull  Land  Grants,  p.  15.)  It  appears  to  me  that  he  was  a 
shoemaker  from  1648  to  1672  or  longer,  and  that  by  assisting  his  father  he  acquired 
the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  certainly  followed  from  1673  to  1678;  townsman, 
1661.  He  m.  Sarah  Jones  who  d.  at  Boston,  Dec.  16,  1710,  ge.  75  years.  She  was 
probably  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Jones  who  came  from  Southampton 
in  the  Confidence  in  1638.  She  was  b.  about  1635.  Thomas  Jones  came  from 
Caversham  in  Oxfordshire.  He  d.  at  Hull,  about  1680,  and  his  estate  was  settled 
in  Essex  County,  and  among  his  heirs  named  in  March,  1680-81  was  "daughter 
Sarah  Chamberlain."  In  Henry  Chamberlin's  will  made  Dec.  2,  1678,  he  styled 
himself  "by  trade  Black  Smith,"  "being  at  this  time  weake  in  body,"  and  be- 
queathed to  his  wife  Sarah  with  her  children  "till  they  come  of  age,"  to  his  daugh- 
ter Milton  £4,  "to  my  other  four  daughters  £G  apiece,"  "to  my  two  sons  Henry 
Chamberlin  and  Benjamin  Chamberlyn"  equal  parts  except  son  Henry  to  have 
"my  Connehasset  lott"  and  "shop  tooles  for  a  Smith."  Edward  Wright  and 
Jane  Cole  witnessed  the  will  which  was  probated  Jan.  14,  1678-79.  The  inventory 
amounted  to  £270.     (Suffolk  Wills,  vol.  6,  p.  264,  and  vol.  12,  p.  250.) 

Chitdren,  perhaps  not  in  order: 

i  Sarah,^  bapt.  at  Hinghara,  Mass.,  June  6,  1652;  m.  before  Dec.  2,  1678,  Robert^ 
Milton  (Joseph!)   of  Hull.    He  d.  at  Hull,  Nov.  15,  1702.    She  d.  there,  July  6,  1719. 

Their  son,  Robert  ^  Milton,  Jr.,  m.  Hannah and  d.  at  Hull,  May  12,  1722. 

{Gould  MSS.) 
ii  Joseph,^  b.  about  1653,  probably  a  son.    He  was  a  servant  to  Henry  Summers,  Jr., 
of  Woburn  and  was  killed  while  digging  a  well,  Nov.  21,  1670.     {Middlesex  Court 
Files  for  1070.) 
5     iii  Henry,^  joint  executor  of  his  father's  estate,  1678. 
0     iv  Benjamin,^  other  executor  of  father's  estate,  1678. 

v  Mary,^  m.  as  second  wife,  Oct.  13,  1685,  Thomas  Sawyer  of  Hingham.    She  d.  before 
May  21,  1713.    Their  children  were:  (1)  Sarah  *  Sawyer,  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Oct.  27, 
1689;  d.  soon;  (2)  i'ara/i*  iS'awyer,  bapt.  August  17,  1690. 
vi  Jane,^  alive  and  under  age,  1678. 

vii  a  daughter,  alive  and  under  age,  1678. 

viii  Joanna,^  m.  in  July,  1691, . 

3  WILLIAM-  CHAMBERLIN  (Henri/),  b.  probably  about  1620;  bought, 
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Nov.  9,  1647,  a  house  and  lot  of  Francis  Smith  in  Boston  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  Washington  Street  between  Boylston  and  West  streets  and  bounded  on  the  west 
by  the  "Common."  On  Jan.  4,  1648,  he  assigned  this  lot  back  to  Smith  and  re- 
moved to  Hull  before  Aug.  27,  1654.  {Boston  Book  of  Possessions  and  Binney  MSS.) 
He  lived  on  the  east  side  of  Quaker  Lane  in  the  ancient  village  of  Hull.  In  1657 
the  proprietors  of  Hull  granted  and  confirmed  unto  him  eleven  lots  of  land  in  Hull, 
viz.,  two  lots  of  six  acres  in  Hull  village,  a  lot  at  "Peddock's  Island,"  another  at 
"Hogge  Island,"  another  at  "Strawberry  Hill,"  at  "White  Head,"  at  "Sagamore 
Hill,"  a  meadow  lot,  another  at  "Lincoln's  Rocks,"  still  another  at  "Huett's 
Poynt,"  and  confirmed  his  deed  from  Thomas  Jones  of  Langley's  Island,  now  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Hingham.  {Hull  Land  Grants,  1657,  p.  43.)  He  was  a  select- 
man about  1658,  and  was  one  of  the  appraisers  of  Thomas  Lo ring's  estate,  June  5, 
1662;  townsman,  1669.  He  d.  at  Hull,  Oct.  22,  1678,  leaving  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  an  estate  valued  at  £529.  He  m.  first  about  1651  a  wife,  who  d.  at  Hull 
about  1660.  He  m.  second,  about  1661,  a  wife  who  was  the  mother  of  his  four 
youngest  children.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  shows  that  he  took  care  of  his 
father  and  mother  in  their  old  age.     {Suffolk  Wills,  vol.  9,  p.  178.) 

Children  by  first  wife,  probably  all  born  in  Hull: 

7  i  WiLLL\M,3  b.  April  9,  1652;  lived  in  Hull. 

8  ii  JoHN,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Aug.  27,  1654. 

9  iii  JoB,^  b.  about  1656;  removed  to  Dorchester,  S.  C. 

10  iv  Nathaniel,^  b.  Sept.  4,  1659. 

V  Freedom,^  b.  about  1660;  d.  before  April  14,  1685,  on  board  of  Mr.  Condrey's  ship 
which  had  then  arrived  at  Boston.  {Middlesex  Court  Files,  1685.)  The  inventory 
of  his  estate  was  returned  to  Middlesex  County,  Aug.  25,  1685,  and  his  estate  was  di- 
vided among  his  brothers  and  half-brothers  and  half-sisters.  (Middlesex  Wills, 
vol.  6,  p.  346.)  At  the  Suffolk  County  Court,  at  the  term  beginning  July  27,  1680, 
"Freedom  Chamberlyn,  presented  for  absenting  himselfe  from  the  publique  ordi- 
nances and  frequenting  Quakers  meetings,  being  the  first  conviction,  was  admon- 
isht  and  ordered  to  pay  fees  of  Court." 
Children  by  second  wife,  all  born  in  Hull: 

11  vi  Benjamin,^  bapt.  at  Hingham,  May  18,  1662. 

12  vii  Joseph,^  b.  about  1665. 

viii  Maey,3  b.  about  1672;  d.  at  Newport,  R.  L,  Oct.  3,  1707.  She  m.  about  1691,  Na- 
thaniel Sheffield,  a  native  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  who  removed  to  Newport,  R.  I.  He 
was  Deputy  from  Newport  for  1699,  1701,  1702,  1709,  1710,  1711,  1713,  and  1718; 
captain,  1702;  general  treasurer,  1705  to  1708;  inspector  of  the  transcription  of  the 
laws  of  the  Colony  in  1699;  and  major  of  Groat  alias  Foot  Island  from  1710  to  1716. 
He  m.  (2)  Catharine  (Gould)  Clarke,  and  d.  at  Newport,  Nov.  12,  1729.  Five  chil- 
dren, 
ix  Sarah,^  b.  about  1676;  alive  at  Newport,  in  1693,  and  then  styled  a  "spinster." 

4  JOHN"  CHAMBERLIN  {Hennf),  bapt.  at  Hingham,  County  Norfolk, 
England,  Nov.  15,  1633;  admitted  as  an  inhabitant  of  Boston,  Mass.,  July  28, 
1651.  {Boston  Book  of  Possessions,  p.  105.)  By  occupation  he  was  a  currier. 
William  Courser  of  Boston  deeded  him  a  dwelling  house  and  lot  on  Hanover  Street, 
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in  Boston,  Oct.  14,  165-2.  (Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  1,  p.  246.)  He  was  present  at  the 
execution  of  Marmaduke  Stevenson  and  William  Robinson,  and  the  reprieve  of 
Mar)'  Dyer,  on  Boston  Common,  Oct.  27,  1659,  and  was  drawn  to  visit  the 
Quakers  in  prison.  Witnessing  their  faith,  constancy,  and  suffering,  he  became  a 
Quaker,  and  before  Sept.  9,  1661,  had  been  nine  times  whipped,  "three  times 
through  three  towns."  He  was  imprisoned  in  Boston,  and  his  father  and  his  brother 
Henr}-"  petitioned  the  General  Court  praying  for  remittance  of  his  "sentence  of  ban- 
ishment upon  Payne  of  death,"  whereupon  the  Deputies  ordered  him  removed  to 
"Castle  Island,  there  to  provide  himself  lodging,  housinge,  victualls,  etc.,  at  his  own 
charge,"etc.  The  petition  was  dated  June  7,  1661.  (Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  10, 
p.  272.)  About  1663  he  removed  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  d.  about  1667.  He  m. 
(1)  in  Boston,  May  19,  1653,  Ann  or  Anna,  daughter  of  William  Brown  of  Boston. 
She  d.  soon  after  his  long  imprisonment.  Of  her  Bishop  wrote  in  1702,  that  "Deputy 
Governor  Bellingham  knowing  that  she  was  not  of  the  same  principle  altogether  with 
him,  went  about  to  draw  her  to  deny  and  disown  him  .  .  .  telling  her  . 
that  when  he  came  home  again  he  would  murder  her  .  .  .;"  that  "she  should 
not  want  and  that  she  might  live  with  another  husband."  "But  being  not  able  to 
prevail  with  all  his  art,  on  the  poor  woman  who  told  her  true  affection  to  her  hus- 
band," the  "Court  .  .  .  could  not  but  order  that  he  should  have  liberty  to 
work  in  the  prison  at  his  calling  which  was  a  currier  whereupon  he  with  the  help 
of  other  Friends  rid  off  his  work  apace."  (Bishop's  New  England  Judged,  1702, 
p.  358,  etc.)  He  m.  (2)  about  1663,  Catherine  Chatham,  a  Quakeress,  who  came 
from  London  to  Boston  where  she  "appeared  cloathed  with  sackcloth."  She  was 
put  in  prison,  whipped  at  Dedham,  and  driven  into  the  wilderness.  Imprisoned 
again  and  ordered  to  pay  a  fine,  "she  was  taken  to  wife  by  John  Chamberlaine  and 
so  became  an  inhabitant  of  Boston. "  {Ibid,  p.  420.)  The  will  of  Nicholas  Upsall 
of  Boston,  made  Aug.  9,  1666,  reads,  "I  Giue  my  great  Coate  to  the  Children  of 
John  Chamberlin  to  cloth  them,"  while  his  inventory,  taken  Oct.  31,  1666,  referred 
to  the  Quakers.     {Register,  vol.  15,  p.  251.) 

Children  by  first  wife,  born  in  Boston: 
i  An-na,3  b.  Feb.  6,  1653-54. 

ii  John,'  b.  May  1,  1655;  mentioned  in  his  grandfather's  will  in  1673;  probably  er- 
ratic; believed  to  have  been  the  John  who  d.  at  Hingham  of  smallpox,  March  28, 
1679.  His  inventory,  taken  July  11,  1679,  amounting  to  £19  5s.  3d.,  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  he  was  a  wood-chopper  and  had  no  family.  He  was  charged  with  the 
robbery  of  John  Coates  upon  Boston  Neck,  and  was  brought  into  Court  May  29, 
1673,  where  he  proved  that  he  was  in  Roxbury  at  the  time  of  the  robbery,  but  the 
court  sentenced  him  to  pay  a  fine  of  30s.  for  night  walking.  At  the  nexi;  session  he 
petitioned  from  Hull  to  have  his  fine  remitted,  which  was  granted.  (Suffolk  Court 
Files.)  He  was  a  soldier  in  King  Philip's  war,  being  credited  to  the  town  of  Hing- 
ham, Aug.  24,  1676.  (Bodge's  Soldiers  in  King  Philip's  War.) 
iii  Elizabeth,^  b.  Oct.  25,  1656. 

13  iv  Hexry,^  b.  Feb.  3,  1C59;  removed  to  New  Jersey. 

14  v  WiLLi.^M,'  b.  about  1661;  settled  in  New  Jersey. 
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Children  by  second  wife,  bom  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island: 
vi  Sus.\NNA,^  b.  in  Aug.,  1664. 
15    vii  Peleg,^  b.  in  Aug.,  1666;  witness  at  Newport,  June  12,  1703. 
viii  Jane,^  b.  in  Dec,  1667;  perhaps  posthumous. 


THIRD  GENERATION 

5  HENRY^  CHAMBERLIN  (Henry,'  Henrj/  ),  h.  at  Hull,  about  1654; 
selectman  of  Hull,  1691,  1694,  1695,  1697;  fence  view^er,  1683,  1692,  1701,  1704; 
made  oath  to  the  inventory  of  his  father's  estate,  Jan.  14,  1678-79;  received  as 
"an  overplus"  his  father's  "Connihasset  lott  to  himselfe  for  ever  and  Shop  tooles  for 
a  Smith."  He  was  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Isaac  Johnson's  Company  in  Dec,  1675,  and 
was  in  the  great  Swamp  Fight  against  King  Philip,  Dec.  19,  1675.  His  son  John^ 
was  a  grantee  of  Narraganset  Township  No.  5,  in  1733.  (Bodge's  King  Philip's 
War.)  He  was  a  blacksmith  in  Hull  village,  where  he  d.  May  6,  1706.  On  the  day 
of  his  death  he  made  his  will,  "being  weake  of  body,"  bequeathing  to  his  wife  Jane 
the  use  of  his  estate  "for  ye  bringing  up  of  ye  children,"  excepting  his  shop  tools 
and  shop,  which  he  bequeathed  to  his  son  Henry^  Chamberlin,  who  was  to  have 
a  double  portion.  The  will  was  proved  Oct.  2,  1706.  (Stiffolk  Wills,  vol.  16, 
p.  182.)     The  inventor}-,  amounting  to  £117.185.,  included    "books  and  armes 

£4:.l2s."  He  m.  about  1682,  Jane who  survived  him  and  d.  after  March  16, 

1709,  and  before  1719.  "  Jane  Chamberlin  of  Hull,  widow,"  for  £20,  deeded  Aaron 
Pratt  of  Hingham,  yeoman,  lot  No.  40  in  the  second  division  of  "  Conyhassett 
uplands  in  Hingham"  March  16,  1709;  and  six  of  her  children  acknowledged 
that  their  father  gave  the  lot  to  their  mother,  by  their  deed  Oct.  3,  1714.  (Suffolk 
Deeds,  vol.  36,  p.  199.)    He  was  a  freeholder  of  Hull,  May  26,  1690. 

Children  by  wife  Jane,  all  bom  at  Hull: 

i  Elizabeth,*  b.  Dec.  20,  1683;  alive  and  unmarried  Oct.  3,  1714,  when  she  signed 
the  acknowledgment  of  her  mother's  deed  as  "Elizabeth  Chamberlin."  The  Gould 
MSS.  state  that  she  m.  Sept.  22, 1709,  John  Bosworth  of  Hull,  which  is  probably  incor- 
rect as  the  only  John  Bosworth  named  d.  Aug.  20,  1693,  according  to  the  same  MSS. 

16  ii  Hexrt,*  b.  March  11,  1686. 

17  iii  John,*  b.  Jan.  29,  1689;  alive  in  Boston,  1733. 

iv  Ursula,*  b.  Jan.  11,  1691;  alive  and  unmarried  Oct.  3,  1714;  perhaps  d.  before  1719. 

18  v  Joseph,*  b.  April  10,  1694. 

19  vi  James,*  b.  March  28,  1697;  recorded  as  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Chamberlin 

on  the  town  records  of  Hull,  but  signed  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  as  "son  of  widow 
Jane  Chamberlin  of  Hull"  on  Oct.  3,  1714.  (Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  36,  p.  199.) 
vii  Jane,*  b.  Dec.  11,  1699;  alive  Oct.  3,  1714;  m.  at  Hull,  Jan.  12,  1719-20,  John  Old- 
ridge  (Aldrich).  The  intention  of  marriage  of  John  Eldredge  and  Jane  Chamberlin 
was  entered  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  in  Nov.,  1719.  (Vital  Records  of  Rhode  Island,  vol.  6, 
p.  13.)  She  d.  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  April  4,  1775,  se.  74  years.  He  d.  there  Jan.  29,  1776, 
se.  83  years.    See  Vital  Records  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 
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6  BENJAMIN''  CHAMBERLIN  {Henry,-  Henry^),  joint  executor  of  his 
father's  estate  in  1G78,  and  had  a  share  of  his  father's  estate. 

^Yhat  became  of  this  Benjamin  Chamberlin  and  of  his  Hull  property  is  un- 
known, as  no  records  of  him  and  it  have  been  found  after  diligent  search.  Possibly 
tlie  Court  Files  of  Suffolk  County  may  show.  Probably  he  was  a  mariner  and 
d.  unmarried. 

7  WILLIAM''  CHAMBERLIN  {William,-  Henry-),  h.  at  Hingham,  or 
Hull,  April  9,  16o'-2;  d.  at  Hull,  Dec.  11,  1709.  He  was  a  weaver  and  a  Quaker, 
and  lived  in  the  old  Chamberlin  homestead  in  Quaker  Lane  in  ancient  Hull  village. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  King  Philip's  war,  and  served  in  Capt.  Isaac  Johnson's  Company 
in  Dec,  1675.  He  was,  probably,  with  his  company  in  the  Great  Swamp  Fight 
Dec.  19,  1675.  (Bodge's  Soldiers  in  King  Philip's  War.)  He  was  m.  at  the  house 
of  Joseph  Coleman  in  Scituate,  according  to  Quaker  custom,  Nov.  9,  1678,  to 
Eunice  Ewell,  daughter  of  Henry  Ewell  of  Scituate.  By  order  of  the  Superior 
Court,  Jan.  28,  1678-79,  he  was  apportioned  £100  of  his  father's  estate,  "hee  de- 
faulting thereout  the  value  of  the  Land  his  ffather  gave  him  before  his  death,"  and 
on  April  29,  1679,  he  was  appointed  guardian  unto  "Nathaniel,  Mary,  and  Benja- 
min Chamberlyn,  three  of  the  children  of  William  Chamberlyn,  late  of  Hull,  de- 
ceased." In  the  settlement  of  his  father's  estate,  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  "have 
the  new  house  in  Hull  and  the  old  barne"  with  "  halfe  the  land  belonging  to  both 
houses,"  "provided  he  pay  unto  his  brothers,  Nathaniel  and  Benjamin,  and  to  his 
sister  Mary,  when  they  become  of  age,  =£50  apiece,  and  teach  all  the  children  to 
read  and  write."  He  and  his  wife  Eimice  deeded  the  new  end  of  their  house, 
formerly  belonging  to  their  father,  to  Elizabeth  Phippeny  of  Hull,  widow,  Dec.  18, 
1708.    {Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  24,  p.  175.)    He  was  a  freeholder  of  Hull,  May  26,  1690. 

He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Quaker  Meetinghouse  in  Boston  in  1695,  which  oc- 
cupied the  site  of  the  "Quincy  House"  of  1875.  The  deed  conveying  this  property 
to  the  trustees  read,  "to  the  only  sole  and  proper  use  for  the  service  and  worship 
of  Almighty  God  by  the  Society  or  comunity  of  People  called  Quakers,"  and  was 
dated  Feb.  2,  1695.     {Binney  MSS.)    He  was  a  lighterman  at  Hull  in  1698. 

Children  by  wife  Eunice,  all  horn  in  Hull: 

20  i  Ebenezer,'*  b.  Nov.  8,  1679;  sea-captain  from  Boston. 

21  ii  William,^  b.  Jan.  24,  1681. 

iii  Hope,*  b.  Feb.  22,  1683;  rn.  in  1711,  Samuel  James  of  Hingham,  Mass.    He  d.  at 

Hingham,  Aug.  20,  1749,  r>.  73  years, 
iv  Marcy,*  b.  Nov.  18,  1686;  int.  ra.  at  Boston,  June  9,  1714,  with  Isaac  Anthony;  alive 

March  23,  1729,  and  called  "Mercy  Anthony." 
V  Preserve,*  h.  June  3,  1692;  bequeathed  £10  by  the  disallowed  will  of  her  brother, 

Ebenezer*  Chamberlin,  March  29,  1729.     (Suffolk  Wills,  vol.  27,  p.  514.) 

22  vi  Samuel,*  b.  Dec,  27,  1694. 

23  vii  Job,*  b.  Oct.  27,  1697. 

8  JOHN  ^  CHAMBERLIN  {William,-  Henry  ^  ),  bapt.  at  Hingham,  Aug.  27, 
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1654,  when  his  father  was  described  as  "of  Hull."  He  m.  before  April  3,  1678, 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Hannah,  or  Anna,  (Pritchard)  Templar  of  Yar- 
mouth and  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  Her  father  d.  before  1674,  and  her  mother 
Anna  m.  ('2)  April  29,  1674,  Nathaniel  Morton  of  Plymouth,  Secretary  of  Ply- 
mouth Colony  from  1645  to  1685,  and  author  of  New  England's  Memorial.  Deb- 
orah Templar  was  b.  at  Yarmouth,  Oct.  4,  1657.  He  was  a  cordwainer  and  a 
constable  in  Charlestown,  where  he  assisted  in  deposing  Sir  Edmund  Andros. 
He  d.  at  Charlestown  of  smallpox,  Dec.  22,  1690.  His  wife's  mother,  Anna  Mor- 
ton, d.  there  also,  Dec.  26,  1690,  "an  aged  widow."  His  widow,  Deborah  Chamber- 
lin,  m.  (2)  at  Charlestown,  Aug.  13,  1691,  Abraham  Miller,  and  d.  before  April  12, 
1693,  when  the  inventory  of  her  estate  was  taken.  {Middlesex  Probate  Files,  2779.) 
Nathaniel  Morton  and  his  wife  Anne  of  New  Plymouth,  for  good  will  "that  they 
bear  unto  their  loving  son-in-law,  John  Chamberline  of  Charlestown,  cordwainer," 
deeded  him  the  southerly  end  of  their  house  in  Charlestown,  then  occupied  by  him, 
June  30,  1680.  (Middlesex  Deeds,  vol.  8,  p.  379.)  His  wife  received  a  legacy  of 
£10  from  her  grandfather,  Richard  Pritchard,  April  3,  1678.  (Ibid,  vol.  7,  p.  81.) 
Administration  upon  the  estate  of  John  Chamberlin  was  granted  to  Job  Chamber- 
lin  of  Boston  and  Henry  Summers  of  Woburn  in  1691.  His  inventory  was  taken 
June  16,  1691. 

Children  bom  at  Charlestown,  except  the  first: 

i  John,*  b.  at  Hull,  Jan.  30,  1678-79,  bapt.  at  Charlestown,  May  14,  1682;  d.  there 

July  24,  1684,  se.  5  years. 
ii  Hannah,*  b.  Aug.  2,  1681,  bapt.  May  14,  1682;  living  unmarried  at  Charlestown, 

Nov.  30,  1705. 
iii  Maet,*  b.  Oct.  10,  bapt.  14,  1683;  m.  in  Boston,  Aug.  31,  1704,  Ebenezer  Tohnan,  a 

tailor  of  Boston, 
iv  Deborah,*  b.  June  27,  bapt.  July  3,  1687;  living  at  Woburn,  Nov.  30,  1705.  (Middle- 
sex Deeds,  vol.  14,  p.  99.) 
V  Sarah,*  b.  Jan.  15,  bapt.  19,  1689;  m.  (1)  in  Boston,  Jan.  24,  1705-6,  Josiah,  son  of 
Nathaniel  Clark.  He  was  b.  at  Newbury,  May  7,  1682;  d.  in  Boston,  April  29,  1717. 
She  m.  (2)  May  26,  1720,  Joseph  Woodwell  of  Bridgewater,  Cotton  Mather  perform- 
ing the  ceremony.  Children:  (1)  John^  Clark,  b.  Oct.  21,  1710;  (2)  Josiah^  Clark, 
b.  Jan.  1,  1713. 

As  all  descendants  are  of  other  names  no  further  record  will  be  given  of  this  family. 

9  JOB  3  CHAMBERLIN  {William,^  Henry  ^ ),  b.  at  Hull,  Mass.,  about 
1656;  m.  about  1684,  Joanna  Way,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Joanna  (Sumner)  Way 
of  Rumney  Marsh  (now  Chelsea),  Mass.  She  was  b.  at  Rumney  Marsh,  March  5, 
1663.  Her  father  made  his  will  Aug.  25,  1695,  bequeathing  "to  my  daughter 
Joanna,  or  to  her  children  in  case  she  dies  before  it  is  paid."  His  will  was  proved, 
Sept.  20,  1695.  Soon  after  the  widow,  Joanna  Way,  her  two  brothers,  and  Job 
Chamberlin  and  his  family,  all  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Joseph  Lord  of  Dor- 
chester and  Elder  William  Pratt  of  Weymouth,  removed  from  Boston  to  Dor- 
chester on  the  Ashley  River,  near  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina. 

Job  ^  Chamberlin  was  a  shipwright,  living  at  Hull  in  1686;  he  removed  to 
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Scituate,  then  to  Boston,  and  about  1696  or  1697  to  Dorchester,  S.  C.  March  5, 
1685-86,  he  sold  for  £7  "unto  my  Brother  William  Chamberlin  of  Hull,  weaver, 
that  lot  which  was  our  father  William  Chamberlin's."  His  wife  Joanna  signed 
this  deed  with  him.  {Suffolk  Dccch,  vol.  44,  p.  183.)  On  May  10,  17-23,  he  gave 
the  power  of  attorney  to  Ebenezer  Chamberlin  of  Boston  to  sell  land  in  Hull,  when 
he  was  described  as  a  "shipwright  of  South  Carolina."  {Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  84, 
p.  141.)  After  removing  to  Dorchester,  S.  C,  they  requested  and  received  letters 
of  dismissal  and  recommendation  from  Increase  Mather  and  Cotton  Mather, 
pastors  of  the  Second  Church  of  Boston,  dated  Oct.  31,  1698.  He  owned  a  lot  in 
the  second  division  of  Dorchester,  S.  C,  in  1702.  {South  Carolina  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Magazine,  vol.  6,  p.  74.) 

Children  bom  and  baptized  in  Boston: 

24  i  Job,*  b.  May  16,  1685,  bapt.  Feb.  23,  1690. 

25  ii  WiLLi.\.M,*  b.  Jan.  16,  1687,  bapt.  Feb.  23,  1690. 

iii  Elizabeth,*  b.  Jan.  11,  1688-89,  bapt.  Feb.  23,  1690. 
iv  A.\RON,*  b.  Jan.  7,  1691;  d.  in  Boston,  Feb.  15,  1691. 
V  Moses,*  twin,  b.  Jan.  7,  1691;  d.  in  Boston,  Feb.  5,  1691. 
vi  Susannah,*  b.  Nov.  23,  bapt.  26,  1693. 
vii  Mary,*  b.  Nov.  SO,  bapt.  Dec.  8,  1695. 
Possibly  others  were  born  in  South  Carolina,  although  no  record  of  such  has  yet  been 
found. 

10  NATHANIEL  3  CHAMBERLIN  {William,^  Henry'),  was  b.  at  Hull, 
Mass.,  Sept.  4,  1659;  m.  probably  in  Quaker  meeting  at  Scituate,  Mass.,  Sept.  19, 
1681,  Abigail  Rogers,  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  Jr.,  by  his  second  wife  Elizabeth. 
She  was  b.  at  Marshfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  3,  1663.  He  lived  in  Scituate  from  1681  to 
1690;  in  Hull  from  1690  to  1695;  removed  to  Scituate  in  1695,  or  to  that  part  of 
the  ancient  town  which  was  set  off  as  Pembroke  in  1712.  At  any  rate  he  lived  in 
Pembroke  from  1712  until  his  death  there  Sept.  22,  1716.  His  wife  Abigail  sur- 
vived him.  He  was  a  weaver  and  a  husbandman,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  both 
members  of  the  Friends,  or  Quaker  society  in  Scituate  and  Pembroke.  The  births 
of  his  first  eight  children  are  recorded  on  the  Scituate  Friends'  Records,  and  these 
and  four  others  are  also  recorded  on  the  Hull  town  records.  In  the  probate  of  his 
estate  at  Plymouth,  four  others  are  named,  making  sixteen  children.  The  Scituate 
Friends'  records  show  that  on  Aug.  31,  1690,  he  was  "about  to  remove  to  Hull." 
Upon  the  incorporation  of  Pembroke,  March  21,  1712,  his  family  consisted  of 
seventeen  persons.  He  purchased  land  in  Scituate  (perhaps  now  Pembroke,  or 
Hanson),  Oct.  25,  1697.  Nathaniel  Chamberlin,  "late  of  Hull  and  now  of  Scituate, 
weaver,"  and  Abigail  his  wife,  for  £24,  deeded  William  Chamberlin  of  Hull, 
weaver,  our  rights  in  the  old  house  and  land  in  Hull,  Oct.  6,  1698.  {Suffolk  Deeds, 
vol.  44,  p.  183.)  In  the  settlement  of  his  estate  mention  is  made  of  his  sons  Na- 
thaniel, Benjamin,  and  Joseph,  his  widow  Abigail,  his  daughters  Eunice  and 
Patience,  and  "the  son  of  Ruth  Fletcher,  deceased,  grandson  of  said  Nathaniel, 
deceased."    The  inventory  mentioned  his  "farme"  and  buildings,  valued  at  £200, 
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and  "lands  near  the  division  between  Duxborrough  and  Pembroke,"  and  "lands 
in  the  cedar  swamp."  {Plymouth  Probate,  vol.  3,  p.  446,  and  vol.  4,  p.  259.)  His 
widow  Abigail's  dower  was  set  off  to  her  in  1721.  Edward  Wanton  of  Scituate, 
the  Quaker  minister,  bequeathed  to  him  and  his  two  daughters,  Abigail  and  Joanna 
Chamberlin,  in  his  will  in  1716.  Joanna  Butler,  a  daughter  of  John  Rogers,  Jr., 
gave  legacies  to  her  cousins,  Elizabeth  Chamberlin  and  Patience  Chamberlin, 
Dec.  6,  1745. 

Children,  first  eight  born  in  Scituate,  next  four  in  Hull,  and  last  four  in  Pembroke: 
i  Elizabeth,^  b.  June  18,  1682;  alive  and  unmarried,  Dec.  6,  1745. 

26  ii  Nathaniel,*  b.  Aug.  13,  1683. 

27  iii  John,*  b.  Dec.  26,  1684. 
iv  Mart,*  b.  Feb.  5,  1685-86. 

v  Joanna,*  b.  Jan.  17,  1686-87;  alive  and  unmarried  in  1716. 
vi  Abigail,*  b.  Feb.  28,  1687-88;  m.  at  Pembroke,  Feb.  2,  1726,  Jonathan  Boyce  of 

Salem,  Mass. 
vii  Sarah,*  b.  April  8,  1689;  d.  Sept.  9,  1689. 

viii  Patience,*  b.  April  28,  1690;  alive  and  unmarried,  Dec.  6,  1745. 
Lx  Bathsheba,*  b.  June  28,  1692. 
X  Experience,*  twin,  b.  June  28,  1692. 

xi  Ruth,*  b.  Dec.  1,  1693;  m.  at  Pembroke,  April  28,  1719,  John  Fletcher  of  Harwick 
(now  Brewster),  Mass.    She  d.  probably  before  1721,  leaving  one  son. 

28  xii  Thomas,*  b.  May  21,  1695. 

29  xiii  Freedom,*  b.  about  1697;  settled  in  Pembroke, 
xiv  Eunice,*  b.  about  1698;  alive  in  1716. 

30  XV  Joseph,*  b.  about  1699. 

xvi  Benjamin,*  youngest  son,  b.  about  1700.  He  d.  before  April  18,  1724.  His  nun- 
cupative will  was  dated  March  6,  1723-24,  in  which  he  provided  that  his  mother,  his 
sisters  Eunice  and  Patience,  and  his  brother  Joseph  should  have  a  living  out  of  his 
estate;  to  his  "cousin  Naomi  who  had  been  sick  a  great  while"  he  gave  £10,  to  pay 
"ye  Doctor,"  and  to  his  sisters  Abigail  and  Joanna  he  gave  £12  each.  His  brother 
Freedom  *  Chamberlin  of  Pembroke  was  appointed  administrator,  April  18,  1724. 
He  probably  d.  unmarried. 

11  BENJAMIN  3  CHAMBERLIN  {William,^  Henry  i),  b.  at  Hull  about 
1662;  bapt.  at  Hingham,  May  18,  1662;  m.  at  Hingham,  Oct.  13,  1685,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Edward  Wright  of  Scituate.  He  was  living  at  Hull  in  1686,  after 
which  no  further  trace  of  him  has  been  found  there.  No  record  of  any  transfer 
of  property  is  found  in  Suffolk  County  in  his  name.  Probably  he  removed  from 
the  locality,  although  he  witnessed  a  Quaker  marriage  at  Scituate,  Feb,  12, 
1702-3. 

Child  bom  at  Hull: 

31  i  Benjamin,  b.  July  28,  1686. 

12  JOSEPH  3  CHAMBERLIN  {William,-  Henry  ^),  b.  at  Hull  about  1665. 
William  James  of  Scituate  was  his  guardian  in  1685.  "Joseph  Chamberlin  of 
Hull,  cordwainer,"  for  £12,  deeded  "my  brother  William  Chamberlin  of  Hul 
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weaver,  land  on  Pettox  Island  which  was  our  father  William  Chaml)erlin'3  and 
afterwards  our  brother  Freedom  Chaml)erlin'3  and  now  mine,"  March  30,  1G87. 
{Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  44,  p.  181.)  He  removed  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  alx)ut  1688,  and 
to  Hatfield  before  1701;  from  Hadley  or  Hatfield,  Mass.,  he  removed  to  Colchester, 
Conn.,  as  early  as  1704.  Joseph  Chamberlin  of  Hadley  executed  at  Hatfield,  May  '.JO, 
1693,  a  power  of  attorney  unto  his  brother  William  Chamberlin  of  Hull.  {Suffolk 
Deeds,  vol.  17,  p.  15.)  Mercy  Chamberlin,  his  wife,  quitclaimed  all  interest  in 
her  husband's  estate  at  Hull  unto  Nathaniel  Chamberlin,  weaver,  and  John  Col- 
lier, husbandman,  both  of  Hull,  May  31,  1695.  {Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  17,  p.  131.) 
He  was  a  petit  juror  at  Hadley  in  1701,  and  his  taxes  were  referred  to  at  Hadley 
and  Hatfield  in  1705.  (Colonel  Harding's  Chamberlain  Genealogical  Record,  p.  9.) 
The  earliest  mention  of  him  at  Colchester  was  April  1,  1703,  when  the  proprietors 
of  Colchester  "granted  to  Thomas  Day  the  lott  that  was  formerly  granted  to 
Joseph  Chamberlin,"  and  Oct.  30,  1704,  they  "further  granted  unto  Joseph  Cham- 
berlin twenty  acres  of  upland  for  his  meadow  if  it  be  on  Wigwam  Hill  "  with  a 
£-200  right.  Proof  is  wanting  to  show  that  he  ever  lived  in  Weathersfield,  Conn.,  as 
Stiles  stated.  {History  of  Wethersfield,  vol.  2,  p.  '205.)  From  1704  until  his  death 
he  was  a  prominent  man  in  Colchester.  He  was  a  selectman  in  Colchester  in- 
1705,  1706,  1716-18,  and  perhaps  other  years.  In  1710  he  was  licensed  to 
keep  an  "ordynary,"  and  he  continued  to  keep  a  tavern  from  1710  to  1748.  The 
Governor  and  Council,  of  Connecticut  ordered  the  treasurer  to  pay  him  £1.13.?. 
for  entertaining  the  French  ambassadors  when  they  passed  through  Colchester 
to  and  from  New  London  in  March,  1711.  {Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut,  vol.  5, 
p.  305.)  In  1714  he  presented  a  bill  of  14*.  5d.  for  Lieutenant  Crocker's  expenses. 
He  was  made  a  freeman,  Dec.  31,  1712.  He  lived  on  the  main  road  leading  from 
New  London  to  Hartford,  and  about  one  mile  north  of  the  present  village  of  Col- 
chester. He  was  a  large  landowner  in  Colchester,  and  about  1741  sold  large  por- 
tions of  his  estate  "for  parental  love  and  good  will"  unto  his  sons.  He  m.  at  Had- 
ley, Mass.,  June  8,  1688,  Mercy  Dickinson,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  (Foote) 
Dickinson.  She  was  b.  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  about  1668,  and  d.  at  Colchester, 
June  30,  1735,  "in  ye  67th  year  of  her  age."  He  d.  at  Colchester,  Aug.  7, 
1752,  se.  87  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  parish  cemetery  in  Colchester 
village. 

Children  perhaps  not  all  in  order: 
32       i  William,*  b.  about  1689;  lived  in  Colchester. 

ii  S.\RAH,^  b.  at  Hadley,  Nov.  2,  1G90;  d.  there,  Jan.  27,  1691. 

iii  Sarah,*  b.  at  Hadley,  March  10,  1693;  m.  at  Colchester,  Conn.,  in  June,  1708,  Eph- 
raim  Foote,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Maryjaret  (Bliss)  Foote  of  Hatfield  and  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  of  Stratford,  Branford.  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  He  w^s  b.  at  Wethers- 
field, Feb.  13,  1685,  and  d.  June  10,  1765,  x.  80.  She  d.  June  9.  1777,  se.  84.  For 
nine  children  see  Foote  Family,  p.  51. 
iv  Elizabkth,'*  b.  about  1695;  m.  at  Colchester,  Sept.  8,  1715,  John  Wells  (Welles), 
son  of  Noah  and  Sarah  (Wyatt)  Welles  of  Colchester,  and  had  Mary  *  Wells,  b.  July  15, 
1716,  and  John  ^  Wells,  b.  Nov.  24,  1718. 


HENRY  CHAMBERLIN  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS  47 

33      V  Joseph,^  b.  about  1697;  settled  in  Colchester. 

vi  John,*  b.  at  Hatfield,  Mass.,  March  4,  1700;  probably  d.  soon. 
3i    vii  Benjamin,*  b.  about  1701 ;  lived  in  Colchester. 

35  \'iii  Freedom,*  b.  at  Colchester,  April  15,  1705. 

36  ix  John,*  b.  at  Colchester,  Jan.  31,  1707-8. 

13  HENRY  3  CHAMBERLIN  (John,-  Henry  ^),  h.  in  Boston,  Feb.  3,  1659; 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  about  1663.  "Henry  Chamberlin, 
eldest  son  of  John  Chamberlin,  deceased,  of  Rhode  Island,"  deeded  Valentine 
Huddlestone  of  Newport,  all  interest  in  his  father's  estate  in  Rhode  Island,  March  20, 
1680.  (Neivport  Deeds.)  He  removed  to  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.,  before  March  25, 
1687.  He  d.  at  Manesquam,  or  Manasquan  (perhaps  Squankum)  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.,  before  Feb.  14,  1688-89,  upon  which  date  his  widow,  Anne  Cham- 
berlin, returned  the  inventory  of  his  estate,  and  Feb.  15,  1688-89,  she  was  appointed 
administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Henry  Chamberline  of  "Shrosberry."  He  m.  Anne, 
whose  surname  was  Laffetra  or  West,  daughter,  or  step-daughter,  of  Edmond  and 
Frances  Laffetra.  She  made  her  will  Jan.  15,  1691-92,  and  it  was  proved  Jan.  25, 
1691-92.  She  mentioned  her  brothers  Robert  and  Joseph  West,  her  son  John 
Chamberlin  then  under  age,  and  her  mother  and  sisters,  whose  names  were  not 
given.  Joseph  West  was  commissioned  executor,  Dec.  29,  1692.  {New  Jersey 
Wills,  Book  E,  p.  9.) 

Child: 

37  John,*  b.  about  1679;  settled  in  Shrewsbury. 

14  WILLIAM  3  CHAMBERLIN  {John,-  Henry  0,  b.  in  Boston  about 
1661;  witnessed  Henry  Chamberlin's  deed  to  Valentine  Huddlestone  of  Newport, 
March  20,  1680.  He  removed  to  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.,  before  1687.  He  was  a 
"cooper,"  and  deeded  his  right  in  one-half  of  a  patent  of  100  acres  to  Edward 
Woolley  of  Shrewsbury,  Nov.  19,  1687.  (Neiv  Jersey  Deeds,  Book  B,  p.  301.) 
He  d.  before  July  8,  1717,  when  John  Chamberlin  was  appointed  guardian  of  his 
son  Henry,  at  which  time  he  was  "deceased."    (Neiv  Jersey  Wills,  Book  A,  p.  51.) 

He  m. ,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Raulins  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J., 

who  made  his  will,  Oct.  10,  1691. 

Child: 

38  i  Henry,*  b.  between  1695  and  1704. 

15  PELEG  ^  CHAMBERLIN  (John,^  Henry  '),  b.  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in 
Aug.,  1666;  witnessed  the  deed  from  Capt.  Nathaniel  Sheffield  of  Newport  to 
William  Chamberlin  of  Hull,  Mass.,  weaver,  June  12,  1703.  {Suffolk  Deeds, 
vol.  44,  p.  182.)  He  m.  Susanna who  was  b.  about  1668,  and  d.  at  New- 
port, R.  I.,  Jan.  8,  1721-22,  se.  53  years.  She  was  buried  in  the  Clifton  grave- 
yard. He,  or  his  son  of  the  same  name,  was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  colony, 
May  6,  1707.     No  further  record  has  been  found. 
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Children,  pos»ibly  bom  to  the  {oregoing: 
i  Peleg,'*  freeman  of  Rhode  Island,  May  6,  1707. 

ii  Joseph,^  freeman  of  the  colony,  May  6,  1707,  when  his  surname  was  written  ChanteHin, 
which  was  possibly  intended  for  Chamberlin.    Also  written  on  Newport  records  Joseph 
Chantrell,  which  throws  much  doubt  upon  the  identification, 
iii  Ebenezer,*  possibly  a  son,  lived  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  but  d.  at  Cape  Breton,  Dec.  31,  1746. 
His  wife  was  probably  the  Mrs.  Chamberlin  who  d.  at  Bristol,  Feb.  22,  1737. 


A  CHAMBERLAIN   GENEALOGICAL  RECORD 
By  Colonel  William  J.  Harding 

[Colonel  Harding  has  kindly  permitted  the  Association  to  reproduce,  as  a  supplement  to 
the  preceding  article,  certain  portions  of  a  pamphlet  privately  printed  for  his  family's  use.  It 
contains  biographical  and  genealogical  sketches  of  the  Chamberlain  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Hard- 
ing. The  line  of  descent  is:  Henry  ^  Chamberlin  (1596-1674)  of  Hingham  and  Hull,  Mass.; 
William  ^  (died  1678)  of  Hull;  Joseph  ^  (1665-1752)  of  Hull  and  Hadley,  Mass.,  and  Colches- 
ter, Conn.;  Wilham  *  (1688-89-1756)  of  Colchester;  Peleg^  (1713 )  of  Colchester  and 

Kent,  Conn.;  Peleg^  (1736-1808)  of  Kent  and  New  Milford,  Conn.;  Swift  ^  (1764-1828)  of 
Kent,  Conn.,  and  Monkton,  Vt.;  Hiram*  (1797-1866)  of  Monkton,  Vt.,  and  Brownsville, 
Texas;  Adelia  ^  Chamberlain,  wife  of  Col.  Wm.  J.  Harding  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  As  the  three 
earliest  generations  are  described  in  the  preceding  article,  they  will  be  omitted  here,  and  the 
sketches  given  below  will  begin  with  the  fourth  generation, — William  Chamberlain  of  Col- 
chester, Conn.  As  Colonel  Harding's  description  of  his  search  for  his  wife's  ancestors  during 
his  leisure  moments  from  December,  1897  to  December,  1906,  may  assist  and  encourage 
others  to  trace  their  ancestry,  the  preface  to  his  pamphlet  is  included.] 

When  I  undertook  the  tracing  of  my  wife's  ancestry  on  her  father's  side, 
Httle  was  known  in  her  family  on  the  subject,  beyond  the  fact  that  her  father, 
Hiram  Chamberlain,  was  born  at  Monkton,  Vt.;  that  he  was  educated  at  Middle- 
bury  College,  Vt.,  and  at  the  theological  seminaries  at  Andover,  Mass.,  and  Prince- 
ton, N.  J.,  and  in  early  life  had  been  ordained  by  the  New  York  Presbj'tery.  Even 
the  Christian  name  and  place  of  birth  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  father  was  not  known 
to  them,  nor  the  name  of  his  mother.  Mr.  Chamberlain's  pastorate  duties  took 
him  into  the  Southern  States  immediately  after  his  ordination  in  1825.  He  was 
twice  married  before  1842,  but  of  these  marriages  only  one  child,  a  daughter  of 
the  first  marriage,  attained  maturity  and  survived  her  father.  There  was  no  issue 
of  the  second  marriage.  The  last  sixteen  years  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  life  (1850- 
66)  were  spent  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  and  there  the  children  of  his  third  marriage 
were  brought  up  or  born,  strangers  to  their  father's  old  home,  and  remembered 
but  little  about  their  relatives  in  far  away  New  England,  except  that  their  father 
had  a  brother,  named  Peleg,  and  other  relatives  with  whom  he  sometimes  corre- 
sponded. The  total  destruction,  soon  after  Mr.  Chamberlain's  death,  of  the  family 
residence  at  Brownsville  with  all  its  contents,  including  Mr.  Chamberlain's  papers, 
correspondence,  and  books,  during  the  terrible  tornado  of  1867,  completely  closed 
all  avenues  of  information,  excepting  such  general  and  imperfect  recollections  of 
what  from  time  to  time  may  have  fallen  from  Mr.  Chamberlain's  own  lips  with 
reference  to  his  kindred. 

Accordingly  the  first  step  taken  was  to  communicate  with  the  college  au- 
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thorities  and  examine  the  general  catalogues  of  Middleburj',  Andover,  and  Prince- 
ton; but  these  yielded  no  information  concerning  Mr.  Chamberlain's  parentage. 
Correspondence  was  then  opened  with  a  Vermont  lawyer,  practicing  in  the  vicinity 
of  Monkton,  and  the  interest  and  help  of  my  wife's  younger  brother,  Mr.  Edwin 
Chamberlain  of  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  was  enlisted  in  the  subject.  By  the  end  of 
Januar}',  1898,  Mr.  Edwin  Chamberlain  and  I,  from  different  sources,  learned  that 
there  were  gravestones  in  Monkton  cemetery  which  bore  the  names  of  Swift  Cham- 
berlain, who  died  in  18'-28,  and  of  his  wife  Mary,  who  died  in  1858.  About  the  same 
time  a  helj)ful  fact  was  gleaned  from  the  Tuttle  Familij  Genealogy,  viz.,  that  "Polly, 

daughter  of  Thomas  Tuttle,  married Chamberlain  of  Monkton,  Addison 

County,  Vt.,  and  had  a  large  family,  of  whom  a  daughter  married  Ryland  Dough- 
ten."  The  additional  fact  that  Ryland  Doughten  was  dead,  and  that  Emily  Dough- 
ten  had  lived  at  Monkton,  with  Swift  Chamberlain's  widow,  was  clearly  of  value. 
From  these  isolated  facts,  taken  together,  the  inference  was  drawn  that  Mrs.  Hard- 
ing's grandfather  and  grandmother  were  Swift  Chamberlain  and  Mary  Tuttle; 
and  on  this  assumption  the  investigation  was  continued;  but  with  the  supposition 
that  the  Chamberlains  were  of  Vermont.  The  unusual  Christian  name  "Swift," 
suggesting  a  maternal  surname,  was  of  peculiar  value  in  instituting  further  re- 
searches, as  will  be  seen  later  on. 

Correspondence  was  then  carried  on  with  various  persons  who  were  supposed 
to  be  possessed  of  facts  which  would  be  helpful;  but  this  method  was  abandoned 
after  it  had  been  prosecuted  for  several  years  without  substantial  results. 

In  1902  I  secured  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Eben  Putnam  of  Boston,  an  experienced 
and  skillful  genealogist,  and,  guided  by  his  patient  and  intelligent  investigations, 
the  facts  which  led  to  final  success  were  slowly  brought  to  light.  Mr.  Putnam  at 
once  expressed  doubts  of  the  value  of  the  tradition  that  Mr.  Chamberlain's  ancestors 
had  quite  recently  come  from  England,  and  settled  at  Montpelier,  Vt. ;  and  favored 
a  Massachusetts  origin  of  the  family.  None  of  Mr.  Putnam's  Chamberlain  "notes" 
showed  a  Swift  Chamberlain;  nor  did  EUery's  Genealogy  of  the  Swift  Family 
disclose  a  marriage  with  a  Chamberlain.  Upon  examining  the  Connecticut 
Revolutionary  War  records,  it  was  found  that  a  Swift  Chamberlain  and  a  Peleg 
Chamberlain  of  Kent,  in  western  Connecticut,  were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  The 
finding  of  these  significant  names  was  decidedly  encouraging;  moreover,  further  re- 
search showed  that  a  Peleg  Chamberlain  married,  Oct.  4,  1759,  Abigail  Swift  of 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  at  Kent,  Conn.,  which  indicated  how  Swift  Chamberlain  came 
by  his  Christian  name — assuming  that  Peleg  and  Swift  were  father  and  son. 

The  next  discovery  was  that  a  John  Chamberlain,  born  1626,  of  Newport, 
had  a  son  Peleg,  born  1666,  and  that  a  Peleg  Chamberlain  was  admitted  freeman 
at  Newport  in  1707.  Much  time  was  spent  in  endeavoring  to  connect  this  New- 
port Peleg  with  our  Kent  Peleg,  but  imsuccessfully,  although  the  necessary  re- 
searches brought  out  much  that  was  interesting  and  ultimately  valuable,  including 
the  fact  that  John  was  a  son  of  Henry  of  Hingham.  The  difficulty  was  increased 
by  the  condition  of  the  Newport  records,  examination  of  the  most  important  of 
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which  being  forbidden  on  account  of  their  condition,  these  records  having  suffered 
greatly  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

A  critical  point  in  the  investigation  had  now  been  reached.  About  this  time, 
viz..  May,  1903,  vol.  9  of  the  Collections  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  was 
issued,  giving  names  of  French  and  Indian  War  soldiers  from  Connecticut;  and, 
to  our  great  joy,  was  found  to  contain  the  names  of  a  Peleg  Chamberlain  of  Col- 
chester and  a  Peleg,  Jr.,  of  Kent.  It  was  also  found  that  when  the  development 
of  the  town  of  Kent  was  begun  in  1739,  several  persons  of  the  name  of  Swift  from 
Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  many  people  from  Colchester,  and  Hebron,  became  inter- 
ested in  the  place. 

The  Colchester  records,  being  in  print,  showed  that  a  William  Chamberlain, 
born  1689,  had  a  son  Peleg,  born  1713.     Here  evidently  was  our  clue. 

On  further  search  it  was  found  that  there  were  at  least  two  distinct  families 
of  Chamberlain  at  Colchester;  one,  descended  from  Richard  of  Braintree;  the 
other  represented  by  a  Joseph  Chamberlain,  who,  it  was  thought,  might  be  de- 
scended from  Henry  of  Hingham.  This  Joseph  had  apparently  settled  in  Col- 
chester about  1704,  and  it  was  soon  found,  from  the  Colchester  deeds,  that  William, 
born  1689,  was  the  son  of  this  Joseph,  and  the  father  of  Peleg,  Sr. 

Thus  it  became  possible  to  construct  the  following  tentative  pedigree:  Joseph 
CH.\iiBERLAiN  of  Colchester,  William  of  Colchester,  born  1689,  Peleg  of  Col- 
chester, born  1713,  Peleg  of  Colchester  and  Kent,  married  Abigail  Swift,  Swift 
of  Kent,  died  1828  at  Monkton,  Vt.,  married  Mary  (Tuttle  ?),  Hiram,  born  1797 
at  Monkton,  Vt. 

From  the  records  of  Hingham  and  Hull,  Mass.,  and  the  probate  and  other 
records  of  Suffolk  County,  Mass.,  it  appeared  that  William  Chamberlain  of  Hull, 
son  of  Henry  of  Hingham,  the  immigrant  of  1638,  had  a  son  named  Joseph  and 
another  son  named  Freedom.  This  Joseph  was  traced  to  Hadley,  where  he  mar- 
ried Mercy  Dickinson,  and  then  to  Hatfield,  but  no  record  of  him  there  after  about 
1687  was  found.  As  this  Joseph  of  Hadley  and  the  Joseph  of  Colchester  were  ap- 
parently about  the  same  age,  the  former  with  a  brother  Freedom,  the  latter  with  a 
son  Freedom,  it  was  felt  sure  that  they  were  one  and  the  same  person.  I  would 
not,  however,  take  this  for  granted,  but  continued  the  investigation. 

After  much  persistent  labor,  Mr.  Putnam's  skill  was  rewarded  by  discover- 
ing at  Springfield,  Mass.,  the  records  of  a  series  of  litigation  which  established  the 
fact  beyond  question,  that  Joseph  of  Colchester  was  he  of  Hadley,  and  a  grandson 
of  Henry  of  Hingham.  This  completed  the  line  from  Henry  Chamberlain  the  im- 
migrant of  1638  to  my  wife. 

All  other  details,  with  dates  of  marriages,  births,  and  deaths,  names  and  pedi- 
grees of  the  wives,  information  from  wills,  deeds,  church  records,  etc.,  were  gradually 
looked  up  and  added  from  time  to  time. 

Much  diflBculty  was,  however,  experienced  in  establishing  the  identity  of  Mary, 
Swift  Chamberlain's  wife,  and  in  determining  whether  she  or  a  former  wife  was  the 
mother  of  Mr.  Hiram  Chamberlain. 
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The  Monkton  records  of  the  birth  of  ten  of  the  children  of  Swift  and  Mary, 
or  Polly,  Chamberlain  began  with  April,  1799,  and,  of  course,  made  no  mention 
of  Hiram,  who  was  born  in  1797.  Examination  of  the  marriage  and  other  records 
of  Monkton  and  near-by  towns,  and  of  the  recorded  deeds  and  probate  proceed- 
ings in  Addison  and  adjoining  counties  of  Vermont,  failed  to  disclose  the  sought- 
for  information,  although  much  that  was  interesting  concerning  the  Chamberlain 
and  Tuttle  families  was  met  with. 

Finally,  late  in  1906,  the  question  was  determined  through  the  United  States 
Pension  Records  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  which  gave  the  date  and  place  of  mar- 
riage of  Swift  Chamberlain  and  ^lary  Tuttle. 

Of  all  that  is  set  forth  in  the  following  pages  there  is  ample  proof  which  would 
be  received  and  accepted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity. 

The  list  of  authorities  consulted  and  examined  will  give  some  idea  of  the  scope 
and  extent  of  the  investigation  which  was  necessary  to  bring  about  a  successful 
result. 

WILLIAM  CHAMBERLAIN,  1688-89-1756 

William  Chamberlain,  son  of  Joseph  Chamberlain  of  Hadley  and  Col- 
chester and  his  wife  Mercy  Dickinson,  and  probably  the  eldest  son,  was  born  at 
Hadley  in  the  year  1688-89,  perhaps  in  March,  which  would  make  him  67  at  his 
death  in  1756.  He  doubtless  went  to  Colchester  in  1704  or  1705  with  his  father. 
Besides  the  mansion  house  and  home-lot  at  Colchester,  the  gift  of  his  father,  he  had 
a  home-lot  which  he  bought  of  Joseph  Dewey  in  171'2,  just  after  his  marriage.  That 
he  owned  real  and  personal  property  both  at  Colchester  and  Hebron,  appears  from 
his  son  Peleg's  deed  of  quitclaim  (mentioned  below),  to  the  other  children,  made 
in  1757.  He  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  father's  estate,  March  11,  1756, 
at  which  time  he  apparently  was  "of  Hebron,"  but  no  settlement  of  the  estate  has 
been  traced.  He  died  Oct.  31,  1756,  aged  67,  according  to  the  record  on  his  grave- 
stone, which  must  be  correct — rather  than  1755,  as  given  in  the  town  record — in 
view  of  the  date  of  the  letters  of  administration  upon  his  father's  estate. 

William  Chamberlain  was  married  at  Colchester,  Jan.  4,  1710-11,  to  Sarah 
Day,  who  survived  him  and  was  living  in  1757.  His  children,  twelve  in  number, 
were  as  follows:  William,  born  at  Colchester,  Jan.  22,  1711-12;  Peleg,  of  whom 
below;  John,  born  Jan.  10,  1716,  and  Sarah,  Mercy,  and  Mary,  no  date.  The 
names  of  the  above-mentioned  six  children  appear  in  the  town  records  of  Colches- 
ter and  also  in  the  deed  from  Peleg  to  his  brothers  and  sisters,  dated  Feb.  8,  1757, 
acknowledged  the  same  day  at  Glastonbury,  whereby,  for  divers  good  causes,  and 
in  consideration  of  two  hundred  pounds,  he  quitclaimed  to  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
naming  them,  "all  my  share  in  real  and  personal  estate  of  my  honored  father 
William  Chamberlain,  late  of  Colchester,  both  in  Colchester  and  Hebron;  also  any 
estate  which  may  descend  to  me  from  my  honored  mother  Sarah  Chamberlain 
after  her  decease."     In  this  quitclaim  deed  Sarah  is  described  as  Sarah  Foote, 
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Mercy  as  Mercy  Ward,  and  Mary  as  Mary  Foote.  Three  other  children,  viz., 
Nathaniel,  Ebenezer,  and  Joel  were  also  named  in  Peleg's  quitclaim.  Nathaniel 
was  born  Sept.  '24,  17^2'2,  and,  it  is  said,  married  Deliverance,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Snell.  The  three  remaining  children,  Rhoda,  Elizabeth  and  Meriam,  are  described 
in  Peleg's  quitclaim  as  Rhoda  Worthington,  Elizabeth  Jones,  and  Meriam  Scovell. 

AUTHORITIES 

Hadley  Toum  Records. 

Colchester  Deeds,  vol.  1,  p.  339,  2,  p.  90,  5,  p.  327. 

Gravestone  of  William  Chamberlain  at  Colchester. 

Colchester  Records,  vol.  2,  p.  445. 

East  Haddam  Records. 

Chamberlain  Association  Report,  1902,  p.  30. 

Colchester  was  originally  a  part  of  Hartford  County  and  remained  so  until  1741,  after 
which  and  until  1832  it  was  of  East  Haddam.  Probate  must  be  looked  for  at  Hartford, 
East  Haddam,  and  Colchester. 


PELEG  CHAMBERLAIN,  1713 

Peleg  Chamberlain,  son  of  William  Chamberlain  of  Colchester  and  Hebron 
and  Sarah  Day  his  wife,  was  born  at  Colchester,  Nov.  25,  1713,  and  died  at  Kent, 
Conn.,  after  1766,  the  year  being  uncertain.  In  1743,  Jan.  30,  he  was  received 
into  the  membership  of  the  First  Church  at  Colchester,  his  wife,  Experience, 
having  been  similarly  admitted  May  16,  1742.  In  a  deed  to  him  dated  Dec.  5, 
1753,  from  Charles  Buckley,  of  several  lots  of  land  in  Kent,  Conn.,  117  acres  in 
all,  he  is  described  as  of  Colchester.  Between  the  latter  date  and  July,  1754,  he 
must  have  removed  to  Kent,  for  William,  the  first  child  of  his  second  marriage, 
was  born  at  Kent  in  that  month,  and  in  a  quitclaim  deed  of  Feb.  ?,  1757,  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  he  is  described  as  "of  Kent."  On  Feb.  18,  1758,  he  was  admit- 
ted to  full  communion  in  the  Church  at  Kent  on  recommendation  of  the  Church  at 
Colchester;  and  his  wife,  Jane,was  similarly  admitted  in  1764.  He  and  his  wife  Jane 
appear  on  the  list  of  members  of  the  Church  at  Kent  in  1766.  Peleg  Chamberlain 
was  a  soldier  from  Connecticut  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  enlisted  in  the 
7th  or  Capt.  Ichabod  Phelps'  Company  of  the  3d,  or  Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer's  Regi- 
ment, Sept.  6,  1755,  and  was  discharged  Nov.  25,  1755.  He  re-enhsted  the  same 
day,  and  was  assigned  to  the  3d,  or  Major  Payson's,  Company  of  Col.  Jonathan 
Bagley's  Regiment,  and  was  discharged  from  the  same  company,  then  commanded 
by  Capt.  Noah  Grant  (grandfather  of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant),  May  21,  1756. 

Peleg  Chamberlain  was  married  twice,  as  follows :  First,  at  Colchester,  May  8, 
1735,  to  Experience  Bartlett,  who  died  March  21,  1748-49,  aged  39,  sixteen  days 
after  the  birth  of  Experience,  her  only  daughter.  Second,  at  Colchester,  Jan.  16, 
1752,  to  Jane  Higgins,  who  was  living  at  Kent  in  1766. 
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His  children  were  as  follows:  Of  his  first  marriage,  all  of  whom  were  born 
at  Colchester,  Peleg,  of  whom  below;  Eleazer,  born  Aug.  14,  1737,  married  at 
Kent,  March  8,  1759,  to  Eleanor  Pratt,  and  died  March  25,  1805;  Nathan,  baptized 
Oct.  ^28,  1739,  died  April  6,  1740;  Nathan,  baptized  April  19,  1741,  and  was  living 
in  1794;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  9,  1743,  baptized  Oct.  16,  1743;  Jonathan,  born  Feb.  3, 
1745-46,  baptized  March  30,  1746,  and  believed  to  have  died  at  Austerlitz,  Colum- 
bia County,  N.  Y.;  Experience,  born  March  5,  1748-49,  baptized  March  30,  1749, 
married  Mr.  Spencer  and  settled  in  Spencertown,  N.  Y.  Of  his  second  marriage ; 
William,  born  at  Kent,  July  '26,  1754;  Elizabeth,  Vjorn  at  Kent,  Aug.  1,  1762,  bap- 
tized Sept.  19,  1762,  married  Richard  Peck  and  died  May  4,  1838.  In  addition, 
Peleg  is  said  to  have  had  Elisha,  Benjamin,  Louis  H.,  John,  and  Sarah.  Peleg,  Jr., 
Eleazer,  Samuel,  William,  and  (perhaps)  Elisha  were  soldiers  from  Connecticut 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
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Records  of  the  First  Church  at  Colchester.    Copy  in  possession  of  the  Chamberlain  Association. 

Records  of  church  at  Kent. 

Kent  Deeds,  vo].U,  p.  110. 
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Collections  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  vol.  9,  pp.  34,  42,  76,  77,  86,  87. 

Collection  of  Epitaphs  by  F.  E.  Randall. 

Experience  Chamberlain's  Gravestone,  Colchester  Village. 

Nathan  Chamberlain's  Gravestone,  Colchester  Village. 

Chamberlain  Association  Reports,  1902. 

Connecticut  Men  in  the  Revolution. 

Peck  Genealogy. 

Letter  of  Geo.  W.  Chamberlain. 

The  Town  of  Kent  was  laid  out  in  1710,  but  no  further  steps  regarding  its  settlement  were 
taken  until  1737.  In  1738  the  township  was  sold  at  pubHc  auction  in  Windham,  by  the 
colony,  and  was  bought  by  Humphrey  Avery  of  Groton,  who  represented  a  company. 


PELEG  CHAMBERLAIN,  1736-1808 

Peleg  Chamberlain,  eldest  son  of  Peleg  Chamberlain  of  Colchester  and 
Kent,  and  Experience  Bartlett  his  wife,  was  born  at  Colchester,  May  12,  1736, 
was  baptized  June  20,  1736,  and  died  at  New  Milford,  Conn.,  after  June  7,  1808, 
that  being  the  date  of  his  will.  About  1753  or  1754  his  father  removed  from  Colches- 
ter to  Kent.  During  the  French  and  Indian  War,  Peleg  Chamberlain  (Jr.)  enlisted, 
in  Aug.,  1757,  in  Capt.  Samuel  Dunham's  Company  of  Sharon  (adjoining  Kent), 
on  alarm  to  relieve  Fort  William  Henry.  His  future  brother-in-law,  Heman  Swift, 
was  a  corporal  in  the  same  company,  and  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  company 
(Samuel  Hubbell)  was  of  Kent.     The  company  was  in  service  fifteen  days.     In 
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the  Revolutionary  War,  Peleg  served  as  sergeant  in  Capt.  Abraham  Fuller's  Com- 
pany, 13th  Regiment  Connecticut  Militia,  which  was  in  the  City  of  New  York  in 
1776.  He  afterwards  became  a  resident  of  New  Milford.  By  his  will,  which  is 
dated  June  7,  1808,  and  was  admitted  to  probate  at  New  Milford,  he  describes 
himself  as  of  New  Milford,  and  devises  and  bequeaths  to  his  wife,  Jane  Cham- 
berlain, the  barn  standing  on  her  own  land,  one-third  part  of  all  the  land  of  which 
he  is  possessed  in  his  own  right,  all  his  household  furniture,  excepting  one  bed  and 
bedding  which  he  brought  into  the  family,  and  one-half  of  the  residue  of  his  per- 
sonal estate.  To  his  daughter  Abigail  Baldwin,  wife  of  Nathan  Gaylord  Bald- 
win, he  makes  a  bequest,  constitutes  his  daughter  Rockselena  Chamberlain  his 
residuary  legatee  and  devisee,  and  appoints  his  wife  Jane  Chamberlain  and  his  son 
Swift  Chamberlain  executors. 

Peleg  Chamberlain  was  married  twice,  as  follows:  First,  at  Kent,  Oct.  4,  1759, 
to  Abigail  Swift,  born  Dec.  1,  1740;  the  date  of  her  death  has  not  been  traced 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Jabez  Swift  and  his  wife  Abigail  Pope,  and  a  sister  of  Colone- 
and  Brevet  Brig. -Gen.  Heman  Swift,  the  distinguished  Connecticut  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Her  father  was  a  direct  descendant  of  William  Swift,  who 
was  of  Watertown  in  1636,  and  afterwards  of  Sandwich,  where  he  died  in  1642. 
His  wife  Joan  had  administration  on  his  estate  March  7,  1642-43,  and  survived 
him  until  1662.  The  line  of  descent  from  William  and  Joan  is:  William,  married 
Ruth,  died  at  Sandwich,  1705;  Jireh,  born  at  Sandwich,  1665,  married  Abigail 
Gibbs,  Nov.  26,  1697,  died  at  Wareham,  1749;  Jabez  (father  of  Abigail),  born  at 
Sandwich,  March  16,  1699,  died  at  Wareham,  Nov.  2,  1767,  married  Oct.  9,  1729, 
Abigail  Pope,  who  died  in  1776.  Besides  Abigail,  Peleg  Chamberlain's  wife,  the 
children  of  Jabez  Swift  and  Abigail  Pope  were:  Elisha,  General  Heman  (died  1814), 
Captain  Jireh,  Reverend  Job,  Hannah,  Bathsheba,  Reverend  Seth,  and  Patience 
(died  young).  Among  the  names  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Kent  were  those 
of  Jabez  and  Zilpharet  Swift  and  others  of  the  same  surname.  Peleg  Chamberlain 
married,  second,  at  New  Milford,  date  uncertain,  probably  about  1788,  Jane  Bald- 
win, born  about  1770,  daughter  of  Israel  Baldwin  of  New  Milford.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband,  and  was  co-executrix,  with  her  husband's  son  Swift,  of  his 
will. 

Peleg  Chamberlain's  children  as  far  as  traced,  were  as  follows:  Abigail,  named 
in  her  father's  will,  married  Nathan  Gaylord  Baldwin,  and  died  at  Monkton,  Vt., 
May  30,  1820.  Her  children  were  Electa,  Isaac,  Roderick,  and  Emmeline.  Jireh, 
born  at  Kent,  Nov.  29,  1762,  was  living  in  1832;  Swift,  of  whom  below;  Leander, 
in  May,  1819,  was  aged  53,  and  was  born  therefore  in  1765  or  1766;  Rockselena, 
named  in  her  father's  will.  Capt.  Hiram  Sanborn  Chamberlain  living  (1907)  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  [concerning  whom  a  biographical  sketch  was  included  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chamberlain  Association  for  1904-5]  is  Leander's  grandson. 
Jireh,  Swift,  and  Leander,  and  their  sister  Abigail  Baldwin  and  her  husband,  were 
pioneer  settlers  at  Monkton,  Vt.,  soon  after  the  admission  of  Vermont  into  the 
Union.     The  three   brothers  were  qualified  voters  there  in  1798.     Jireh  was  a  se- 
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lectman  in  1808,  and  in  1812  was  "of  Ferrisburg,"  the  adjoining  township.  Lean- 
der  owned  land  in  Ferrisburg  in  1804.  They  were  all  Revolutionary  War  Pen- 
sioners. Jireh  served  in  the  Connecticut  Militia;  Swift's  service  is  given  below; 
and  Leander  served  in  Capt.  Ephraim  Kimberley's  Company,  2d  Connecticut  Line, 
the  same  regiment  that  Swift  served  in. 
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SWIFT  CHAMBERLAIN,  1764-1828 

Swift  Chamberlain,  son  of  Peleg  Chamberlain  and  his  wife  Abigail  Swift, 
was  born  at  Kent,  Conn.  In  April,  1818,  he  was  aged  53,  and  the  year  of  his  birth 
was  therefore  1764  or  1765.  He  died  at  Monkton,  Vt.,  Nov.  25,  1828,  his  gravestone 
says  (incorrectly)  in  his  61st  year.  He  was  named  in  his  father's  will  as  co-executor 
with  his  stepmother  Jane  Chamberlain.  In  the  Revolutionary  War,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  Swift  Chamberlain,  of  Kent,  enlisted  Feb.  3,  1781,  for  three  years,  as  a 
private  in  the  2d  Regiment  Connecticut  Line,  and  served  in  that  regiment  con- 
tinuously until  its  final  muster  out  in  Dec,  1783.  He  was  in  the  companies  of 
Capts.  Stephen  Billings,  Timothy  Taylor,  and  Aaron  Benjamin,  and  was  sergeant 
under  the  latter  officer.  He  originally  joined  the  2d  Connecticut  in  its  "second 
formation,"  and,  on  the  disbandment  of  the  Army  in  June,  1783,  remained  in  the 
regiment  in  its  "final  formation"  and  until  it  was  disbanded  in  Dec,  1783.  The 
2d  Regiment  of  the  "final  formation  June-December,  1783,"  was  one  of  seven 
regiments  retained  in  the  service  after  June,  1783,  by  General  W^ashington's  or- 
ders. The  Colonel  of  the  2d  Connecticut  during  1781-83  was  Colonel  and 
Brevet  Brig.-Gen.  Heman  Swift,  Swift  Chamberlain's  maternal  uncle.  After  the 
war.  Swift  Chamberlain  seems  to  have  been  a  school  teacher  at  New  Milford 
where  his  father  probably  then  lived,  and  to  have  married  there.     His  wife  lived 
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a  number  of  years  after  the  marriage  and  certainly  until  July,  179!2.  Before  that 
date  he  must  have  thought  of  settling  in  Vermont,  then  recently  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  new  State  (admitted  March  4,  1791),  for  before  1789  he  had  taken  up 
land  in  Monkton,  Addison  County,  Vt.,  as  a  settler,  and  had  taken  the  freeman's 
oath.  "Swift  Chamberlain  located  about  a  mile  northwest  of  the  borough."  On 
July  19,  1794,  "Swift  Chamberlain  of  New  Milford"  bought  of  Joseph  Wastcott 
50  acres  in  Monkton,  of  the  right  of  Amos  Northrop;  and  on  Dec.  24,  1796,  "Swift 
Chamberlain  of  Monkton"  deeded  land  in  Monkton  to  Abel  Gunn.  This  deed 
was  to  secure  Abel  Gunn  and  Nathan  Gaylord  Baldwin  (the  husband  of  Swift's 
sister  Abigail),  who,  in  conjunction  with  Swift,  had  given  bond  to  Eno  Camp  of 
New  Milford  that  Sarah  Chamberlain  (apparently  Swift's  daughter)  should,  on 
reaching  the  age  of  21  years  in  July,  1813,  deed  to  Camp  two  pieces  of  land  in 
New  Milford.  In  1798  Swift  and  his  brothers,  Jireh  and  Leander,  were  qualified 
voters  at  Monkton.  After  the  death,  in  1808,  of  Peleg,  Swift's  father,  Daniel  Fer- 
ris of  Monkton  confirmed  to  Swift  Chamberlain,  by  deed  of  Nov.  27,  1809,  "that 
land  he  sold  to  Peleg  Chamberlain,  Joseph  Wastcott  and  Swift  Chamberlain  not 
surveyed,"  etc.;  and  in  1815  Swift  witnessed  a  deed  from  his  brother  Jireh  to  his 
daughter  Sarah.  Under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  March  18,  1818,  he  applied,  April 
24,  1818,  for  a  pension,  which  was  allowed  from  that  date,  and  he  was  put  on  the 
pension  rolls  Sept.  27,  1819. 

Swift  Chamberlain  was  married  twice,  as  follows:  First,  at  New  Milford,  date 
uncertain,  probably  about  1789,  to  Sarah  Sherwood,  said  to  have  been  an  orphan. 
She  died  between  July,  1792,  and  March,  1795.  Second,  at  Bristol,  Vt.,  March  8, 
1795,  to  Mary  Tuttle,  born  in  1779,  daughter  of  Thomas  Tuttle,  then  of  Brandon, 
Vt.  She  became  a  U.  S.  pensioner  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  70,  survived  her  husband 
thirty  years  and  died  at  Monkton,  Vt.,  Jan.  20,  1858,  in  her  80th  year. 

His  children  were  as  follows:  Of  his  first  marriage:  a  child,  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah,  born  at  New  Milford,  July,  1792,  married  Edward  Hall  of  Charlotte,  Vt. 
Of  his  second  marriage,  all  born  at  Monkton:  Hiram,  of  whom  below;  Amanda, 
born  April  7,  1799,  married  William  Porter  and  lived  at  Hudson,  O.;  Pamelia, 
born  March  2,  1801;  Homer,  born  March  4,  1804;  Diantha,  born  Dec.  24  (record 
torn),  said  to  have  married  Mr.  Breck  and  Hved  in  Newburg,  O.;  Jerusha,  born 
Jan.  10,  1810,  said  to  have  married  Mr.  Jones  and  lived  in  Watertown,  Ind. ;  Peleg, 
born  Dec.  27,  1812,  settled  at  Gouverneur,  St.  LawTence  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  Nov.  15,  1873.  He  married  Selima,  who  survived  him,  and  died  in  1902 
at  Gouverneur.  His  daughter  Leonora  married  Gen.  Albert  Milton  Barney, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  Colonel  142d  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  and  died 
soon  after  her  marriage.  General  Barney  died  at  New  York,  Aug.  24,  1886.  Emily 
(record  says  Amelia),  born  Jan.  6,  1815,  married  Ryland  Doten  (or  Doughton), 
lived  with  her  mother  at  Monkton,  in  1849,  and  was  still  living  in  1874;  Hector, 
born  Jan.  13,  1817,  lived  in  Missouri  with  his  brother  Hiram,  died  in  1842  and  was 
buried  at  St.  Charles,  Mo.;  Marcus,  born  Jan.  25,  1820,  died  at  Gouverneur, 
N.  Y.;  his  children  George,  Julia,  and  Emily  (husband's  name  Burns)  lived  in 
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Lawrence,  Mass.,  in  1874.     Henry  Martin,  born  Aug.  5,  18'-24,  lived  in  Polk,  Pa., 
in  1874,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  Methodist  minister. 

Swift  Chamberlain  and  his  son  Hiram  each  gave  the  name  "Henry  Martin"  to  one  of 
his  sons;  the  former  to  his  last  born  (18-24)  the  latter  to  his  first  born  (1826). 
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HIRAM  CHAMBERLAIN,  1797-1866 

Hiram  Chamberl.un,  son  of  Swift  Chamberlain  and  his  wife  Mary  Tuttle, 
was  born  at  Monkton,  Vt.,  April  1,  1797,  and  died  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  Nov.  1, 
18G6.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  memorials  of  the  events  of  his  boyhood  and 
early  youth  are  accessible,  for  that  these  would  have  proved  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive can  hardly  be  doubted.  When  it  is  remembered  that  he  was  born  in  the  log 
cabin  of  a  hardy  pioneer,  the  eldest  child  of  a  family  of  twelve,  and  probably  grew 
up  a  stranger  to  the  refinements,  social  intercourse,  and  educational  privileges  of 
older  communities,  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  and  ap- 
parently through  his  own  ability  and  unaided  efforts  he  rose  superior  to  his  sur- 
roundings, and  became  a  cultured,  well  educated  man,  bears  testimony  to  a  marked 
individuality  of  character  that  invites  admiration,  as  well  as  to  the  dignified,  self- 
respecting  and,  so  far  as  practical,  educated  character  of  that  generation  of  pioneer 
New  Englanders. 

In  1818  he  made  profession  of  religion  at  Rev.  Dr.  Gardner  Spring's  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  soon  after  entered  Middlebury  College 
in  his  native  county  in  Vermont,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1822.  It  was  prob- 
ably during  his  college  life  at  Middlebury  and  earlier,  that  he  "taught  school" 
in  Essex  County,  N.  Y'.,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  Lake  Champlain,  at  Lewis  and 
Sharetown.     Early  in  Nov.,  1822,  he  entered  Andover  Theological  Seminary  as  a 
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student,  graduating  in  1825,  after  a  course  of  about  a  year  (probably  in  1823-24), 
at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  Among  Mr.  Chamberlain's  classmates  at 
Andover  were  John  Todd,  afterwards  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Jacob  Abbott,  author  of  the  Rollo  books  and  Franconia  books; 
John  Maltby,  afterwards  pastor  Hammond  St.  Congregational  Church  at  Bangor, 
Me.  Prof.  Leonard  Bacon  (Yale) ;  Rev.  George  W.  Blagden,  Old  South  Church, 
Boston;  Prof.  George  Sheppard  (Bangor);  and  Rev.  Edward  Beecher  (brother  of 
Henry  Ward)  were  all  fellow  students  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Andover,  but  in  other 
classes. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  at  this  time  to  recover  the  details  of  his  student 
career;  but  at  the  completion  of  his  educational  course  in  his  29th  year,  there  is 
every  indication  that  he  was  of  high  personal  character,  of  great  promise  and  able 
to  make  and  keep  friends  whose  interest  must  have  been  due  to  attractive  quaHties. 

In  the  spring  of  1825,  Mr.  Chamberlain  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
the  movement  which  had  its  rise  at  Andover,  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  and  with  which  the  origin  and  subsequent 
organization  (in  1826)  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  was  directly 
and  closely  connected.  One  result  of  this  interest  in  home  missions  was  shown 
in  the  determination  of  six  Andover  graduates  of  1825,  Mr.  Chamberlain  among 
the  number,  to  devote  themselves  to  missionary  labors  in  the  Western  and  Southern 
States.  To  that  end  four  of  these,  Messrs.  Pomeroy,  Alden,  Ellis,  and  Bingham, 
were  ordained  in  the  Old  South  Church,  Boston,  Sept.  29,  1825;  and  another, 
Mr.  Foster,  at  Rutland,  Vt.,  Oct.  19,  1825.  Mr.  Chamberlain  being  a  member 
of  Dr.  Spring's  church  in  New  York  received  ordination  as  an  evangelist  or  mis- 
sionary from  the  New  York  Presbytery,  Oct.  16,  1825.  Ten  days  after  his  ordina- 
tion Mr.  Chamberlain  and  his  first  wife  were  married  at  Dorset,  Vt.,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter,  in  furtherance  of  the  resolution  made  at  Andover,  he  removed  to 
Missouri,  where,  under  commission  from  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society 
of  New  York,  he  entered  upon  his  career  of  missionary  work  at  St.  Louis,  remain- 
ing in  that  city  until  1827,  in  which  year  he  beame  the  pastor  at  "Dardonne,"  Mo. 
From  1828  to  1834,  he  was  the  pastor  at  Boonville,  Mo.,  being  also,  in  1828,  agent 
of  the  Amerian  Home  Missionary  Society.  He  was  the  pastor  at  New  Franklin 
and  Fayette,  Mo.,  in  1834  and  1835,  and  also,  in  1834,  agent  of  Marion  College. 
During  the  years  from  1835  to  1841  his  pastorate  duties  were  at  St.  Charles,  Mo., 
and  from  the  latter  year  until  early  in  1845  he  edited  and  published  the  Herald 
of  Religious  Liberty  at  St.  Louis.  Relinquishing  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Herald, 
he  removed  to  Tennessee,  and  became  the  pastor  at  Memphis  from  1845  to  1847, 
and  at  Somerville  and  Bethany  from  1847  to  1850.  In  the  latter  year  in  the  most 
southerly  part  of  distant  Texas— only  then  recently  admitted  as  a  State  of  the  Union 
— he  became  the  pastor  at  Brownsville  (the  Fort  Brown  of  the  Mexican  War) 
on  the  lower  Rio  Grande,  opposite  Matamoros,  Mexico.  There  he  continued  to 
reside,  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  pastorate,  until  his  death  in  1866,  having  faith- 
fully and  ably  devoted  forty  years  of  his  life  to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions.     No 
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voluntary,  self-denying  promise  was  ever  more  sacredly  kept  and  resolutely  re- 
deemed. The  Presbyterian  Church  at  Brownsville,  the  first  Protestant  church  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  was  erected  through  his  instrumentality,  and  stood  as  a  fitting 
monument  to  his  influence,  ability,  and  devotion  until  its  destruction  in  the  tornado 
of  1867.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  Worshipful  Master  of 
Rio  Grande  Lodge  No.  81,  F.  A.  M.,  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

"And  when  they  buried  him,  the  little  port 
Had  seldom  seen  a  costlier  funeral." 

Hiram  Chamberlain  was  married  thrice  as  follows;  First,  at  Dorset,  Vt., 
Oct.  '26,  IS'25,  to  Maria  Morse:  born  at  West  Hartford,  Conn,  (parentage  and  date 
of  birth  not  traced),  died  at  New  Franklin,  Mo.,  March  24',  1835,  and  was  buried 
there  with  an  infant  son. 

Second,  in  Missouri  (probably  at  St.  Charles),  April  19,  1836,  to  Sarah  H. 
Wardlaw;  born  at  New  Providence,  Rockbridge  County,  Va.  (parentage  and  date 
of  birth  not  traced),  died  in  May,  1840,  and  lies  buried  at  her  place  of  birth. 

Third,  at  Pinckney,  Mo.,  Oct.  16,  18-1-2,  to  Anna  Adelia  Griswold,  born  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  April  12,  1816,  daughter  of  William  Griswold  and  Aura  Case, 
died  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  24,  1882,  and  was  buried  at  Brownsville,  Tex. 
She  was  a  direct  lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Griswold,  immigrant  and  progenitor, 
who  came  from  Warwickshire,  England,  and  settled  at  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1639; 
the  line  of  ancestry  being  Edward,  George,  Benjamin,  Benjamin,  Sylvanus,  William, 
Anna  Adelia. 

Hiram  Chamberlain's  children  were  as  follows:  Of  his  first  marriage:  Henry 
Martin,  born  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sept.  25,  1826,  died  soon  after  birth:  Henrietta 
Maria,  born  July  21,  1832,  residing  at  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.:  married  Capt.  Richard 
King.  (Her  children  were  Henrietta,  wife  of  Brig. -Gen.  Edward  Atwood,  U.  S.  A.; 
Ella,  w'ife  of  Louis  Welton;  Richard,  married  Elizabeth  Pearl  Ashbrook;  Alice, 
wife  of  Robert  Kleberg:  and  Lee,  died  unmarried.)  Payson  Dwight,  bom  at 
New  Franklin,  Mo.,  March  4,  1835.  died  soon  after  birth  and  was  buried  with  his 
mother.  Of  his  second  marriage,  there  were  no  children.  Of  his  third  marriage: 
Hiram,  born  at  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  April  28,  1843,  married  Mattie  Wiesiger,  died 
childless  at  Danville,  Ky.,  July,  1879:  Milton  Griswold,  born  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
Sept.  11,  1845,  died  June  16,  1847:  Daniel  Baker,  born  at  Somerville,  Tenn., 
Nov.  24,  1847,  died  young:  Peter  Bland,  born  at  Somerville.  Tenn.,  Dec.  18,  1848, 
died  1882,  married  Filipa.  (His  children  were  Albert,  Bland,  Carrie,  Virginia, 
Minnie,  Alice,  Adelina.)  William  Chapman,  born  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  Oct.  2, 
1850,  residing  at  Laredo,  Tex.,  is  married  and  has  several  children;  James  Ward- 
law,  born  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  1852.  died  young:  Adeua,  wife  of  Col.  William  J. 
Harding  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Edwin,  born  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  Nov.  30,  1857, 
residing  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.;  married  Adelaide  Gillette,  daughter  of  Fidelio  B. 


A  CHAMBERLAIN  GENEALOGICAL  RECORD  61 

and  Sarah  Gillette,  a  direct  lineal  descendant  of  William  Gillette,  a  Huguenot 
refugee  from  Rochelle,  France,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  about  1688 — the  line 
being  William,  Elisha,  Fidelio  Buckingham,  Abram  Dunn,  Fidelio  Buckingham, 
Adelaide.  (His  surviving  children  are  Fidelio  Gillette,  a  graduate  of  Princeton 
University,  class  of  '07,  and  Edmund.) 
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JOHN  CHAMBERLAIN,  THE  QUAKER 

By    EbEN   PtITNAM 

The  persecution  of  John  Chamberlain  [son  of  Henry  Chamberlain  of  Hing- 
ham,  England,  and  of  Hingham,  New  England],  for  his  Quaker  belief,  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  the  government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  at- 
tempted to  regulate  not  only  religious  but  civil  matters. 

The  actions  and  teachings  of  the  earlier  adherents  of  Fox,  in  England,  had 
caused  dismay.  The  orderly  and  tolerant  way  of  living,  later  the  distinctive  mark 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  was  by  no  means  characteristic  of  the  early  disciples  of 
Fox.  It  was  even  feared  that  the  self-appointed  messengers  to  New  England  were 
really  emissaries  of  Rome.  The  authorities  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  holding  that 
their  charter  gave  them  the  right  to  exclude  undesirable  inhabitants,  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  attempt  to  prevent  the  residence  within  the  limits  of  their  charter  of  any 
person  to  whose  way  of  life  they  objected.  The  Quaker  propaganda  was  distinctly 
contrary  to  and  disagreeable  to  Puritan  ideas,  and  the  persistence  of  those  who, 
by  both  reasonable  and  sensational  methods,  sought  to  force  upon  the  people  con- 
sideration of  their  claims, was  not  only  provoking  and  tantalizing  to  a  degree  we  can- 
not realize,  but  was  deemed  dangerous  to  the  existing  order  of  things — as  indeed 
it  was.  The  grave  mistake  of  the  authorities  was  in  taking  notice  of  the  fanatics, 
for  such  were  the  new  comers.     This  precipitated  the  trouble,  and  the  evident  in- 
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justice  meted  out  to  those  who  harbored  and  gave  hearing  to  Quaker  enthusiasts, 
caused  a  wave  of  sympathy  to  spread  through  the  country,  and  secured  for  the  sect 
many  adherents.  John  Chamberlain  was  a  currier.  He  had  married,  May  19, 
1653,  Ann,  daughter  of  WiUiam  Brown,  and  had  at  least  four  children  born  prior 
to  IGGO.  An  account  of  his  conversion  to  Quaker  doctrine  is  of  record.  He  at- 
tended, Oct.  27,  1659,  the  execution  of  William  Robinson  and  Marmaduke  Steven- 
son on  Boston  Common,  seeing  there  also,  the  reprieve  of  Marj'  Dyer  after  the  hal- 
ter had  been  placed  about  her  neck.  They  suffered  death,  not  because  of  their 
religious  belief,  but  because  they  had  deliberately  broken  the  law  in  remaining 
after  banishment,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  suffering  the  death  penalty,  as  a 
few  months  before  they  had  been  released  from  prison  and  ordered  to  leave  the  ju- 
risdiction of  Massachusetts  upon  pain  of  death.  John  Chamberlain  states  he  was 
present  at  their  execution,  and  was  drawn  to  visit  those  in  prison,  "and  soon  tasted 
of  your  cruelty,  and  hath  been  much  and  long  imprisoned  by  you;  and,  although 
still  you  have  sorely  shot  at  him,  yet  his  bow  abides  in  strength,  being  enabled  to 
bear  all  your  cruelty,  and  stand  as  a  faithful  witness  for  the  Lord  against  you." 

At  a  Court  of  Assistants  held  March  5-13,  1659-60,  four  months  after 
this,  he  was  among  a  party  of  nine,  some  from  Salem,  where  they  had  been 
arrested,  others  from  Boston,  and  one,  Martha  Stanly  "late  of  Tenterdon  in  Kent, 
single  woman,"  who  "had  a  message  from  the  Lord  to  visit  her  friends  in  prison 
in  Boston,"  who  were  examined  regarding  their  doctrine.  Of  Chamberlain  the 
clerk's  record  reads,  "John  Chamberlain  of  Boston  came  into  Court  with  his 
Hatt  on."  Moreover,  he  expressed  himself  "yt  [that]  he  find  not  [the]  ye  opinion 
of  ye  Quakers  to  be  cursed  but  vt  which  shall  stand  when  all  vors  [}'ours]  shall 
fall." 

The  other  evidence  apparently  was  not  of  a  character  far  different  from  Cham- 
berlain's, except  in  the  case  of  the  Salem  contingent  and  the  Kentish  woman. 
Mary  Trask,  Margaret  Smith,  and  Martha  Stanly  could  not  be  kept  from  expressing 
their  opinions,  and  had  to  be  removed  from  Court.  Concerning  the  claims  of  the 
Quakers  for  recognition,  it  was  related  that  "Major  Hawthorne  at  Dinner  with 
ye  Governor  and  magistrates  at  a  Court  of  Assistants  said  that  at  Salem  Cassandra 
Southwick  said  she  was  greater  than  Moses  because  Moses  had  seen  God  but  twice 
and  that  backwards,  but  she  had  seen  him  three  times  face  to  face,  named  place, 
viz.,  her  old  House  one  time  and  by  such  a  swamp  another  time,"  etc. 

The  record  proceeds:  "the  jury  was  called  over  to  them  and  liberty  given  to 
challenge  any  of  them  off  the  Bench." 

No  record  appears  of  sentence  or  commitment  at  this  court,  but  May  25  fol- 
lowing a  writ  of  arrest  was  issued  against  Chamberlain  as  follows: 

"To  ye  keeper  of  ye  Prison  at  Boston 

"You  are  to  take  into  your  custody  ye  person  of  John  Chamberline  for  vent- 
ing his  wretched  opinions  in  Charlestowne  meetinge  howse  tendinge  to  seduce 
and  for  reproachfull  expressions  otherwise.     You  are  to  keepe  him  as  a  prisoner 
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untill  Authoryty  heere  established  take  farther  coorce  with  him:  Charlestowne 
ye  25:  3:  1660 

"  Per  me  Richard  Russell." 

The  General  Court,  perceiving  that  their  measures  had  been  too  harsh  and 
that  some  concession  must  be  made  to  the  rising  popular  indignation,  had  passed 
a  law,  May  2-2,  1661,  which  permitted  a  "vagabond"  Quaker  to  return  to  try  the 
patience  of  the  authorities  no  less  than  six  times  before  the  death  penalty  was  ex- 
acted. Quakers  arising  from  the  people  themselves,  those  who  had  right  of  resi- 
dence in  the  country,  were  liable  to  the  law  of  1658,  and  were  to  be  banished  un- 
der penalty  of  death  if  they  returned.  On  May  22,  1661,  after  passing  the  law 
mentioned,  the  court  granted  Winlock  Christison,  who  was  among  those  ex- 
amined in  March,  1660,  and  others,  liberty  to  leave  its  jurisdiction,  but  ordering 
them  to  be  conveyed  from  town  to  town  on  their  way  by  the  constable.  Two  of 
the  prisoners,  because  of  standing  mute  at  their  trial,  were  to  be  tied  to  the  cart's 
tail,  and  receive  twenty  lashes  in  Boston.  Christison  had  been  sentenced  to  die, 
June  13,  but  on  June  6  he  was  given  liberty  to  ask  for  mercy,  and  on  June  11  was 
escorted  beyond  the  limits  of  Dedham  by  the  Constable,  whose  return  is  on  file. 

We  have  now  come  to  the  interesting  and  valuable  petition  of  Henry  Cham- 
berlain, Sr.,  and  Jr.,  which  was  evidently  presented  at  this  time,  and  we  may  sus- 
pect with  the  hope  that  he  would  eventually  abandon  his  opinions. 

"To  the  Honorable  Generall  Court  now  assembled  at  Boston  the  Humble 
petition  of  Henry  Chamberlayne  senior  and  Henry  Chamberlayne  junior  Humbly 
sheweth 

"That  forasmuch  one  John  Chamberlayne  a  very  neere  &  deare  Naturall 
relation  of  ors  a  child  a  brother  doth  now  ly  shutt  up  unto  death  there  beinge  no 
thinge  between  him  &  the  uttmost  execution  of  humane  Justice  but  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  Judgment  we  having  bin  &  still  remayninge  petitioners  unto  God  for  mercy 
in  his  behalfe,  we  know  not  unto  whom  to  Cry  next  but  unto  yourselves  Naturall 
affection  is  alwayes  urginge  of  us  to  doe  somethinge  in  order  to  the  further  contyn- 
uation  of  his  life  &  what  to  doe  we  know  not  loath  we  are  to  offend  God  or  you 
loath  we  are  to  obstruct  Justice  &  yet  fayne  wee  woulde  plead  for  mercy,  &  we 
have  some  hopes  that  the  Honr  Court  may  at  least  moderate  Justice  by  mercy  as 
to  cause  them  to  goe  together  as  to  this  particular  Administration. 

"Or  Humble  petition  therefore  to  this  Honred  Court  is  that  if  it  may  stand 
with  the  Justice  of  God's  glory  &  the  preservation  of  our  Just  lawes  agaynst 
Quakers  you  would  be  pleased  to  remitt  the  sentence  of  Banishment  upon  Payne 
of  Death,  &  permitt  him  to  live  in  prison  dureing  your  pleasure,  we  still  hopeing 
yt  God  may  enlarge  his  soule  from  those  Chaynes  of  Darknes  &  then  &  not  till 
then,  we  should  be  bold  to  petition  for  the  enlargement  of  his  body  from  outward 
restraynt,  wee  should  not  have  bin  so  bould  to  have  mentioned  such  a  thinge  to 
this  Honed  Court,  but  that  we  thought  his  condition  somewhat  more  capable  of 
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mercv  then  the  condition  of  other  Quakers,  he  being  an  Inhabitant  a  child  to  a 
father  a  father  to  children.  &  so  bound  by  many  obligations  of  naturall  relation 
unto  this  place,  we  hoj)e  he  may  have  accomodation  in  prison  to  worke  at  his  Trade 
for  the  sup{)ort  of  himself  &  his  which  if  this  Honed  Court  be  pleased  to  graunt 
it  will  abundantly  engage  your  poore  petitioners  to  pray  etc. 

"In  answer  to  this  pet  the  deputyes  thinke  meet  to  order  that  John  Chamber- 
layne  now  in  prison  be  forthwith  removed  to  the  Castle  Hand  there  to  provide 
himself  lodging  housinge  victualls  etc.  at  his  owne  charge  &  dureinge  the  Courts 
pleasure  to  remayne  there  &  not  to  Come  off  at  his  perill  desireing  our  Honed 
magistrates  consent  hereto. 

7:4: 1G61  "William  Torrey  Cleric." 

According  to  Bishop,  Chamberlain  had  been  whipped  nine  times  by  Sept.  9, 
1661.  He  had  added  to  his  "crime"  by  marrying  with  Catharine  Chatham,  who 
"came  from  London  through  many  travels  and  hard  trials  to  Boston  and  appeared 
clothed  with  sackcloth  as  a  sign  of  the  indignation  of  the  Lord  coming  upon  you." 
She  had  been  imprisoned  and  whipped. 

In  Nov.,  1661,  the  letter  of  the  King  directing  that  the  laws  in  force  against 
the  Quakers  be  repealed,  was  received,  and  the  General  Court  took  occasion  to 
place  on  record  that  all  the  prisoners  had  been  granted  liberty  to  leave  and  had 
done  so.  Evidently  Chamberlain  had  received  his  liberty  and  had  removed  with 
his  family  to  Newport,  where  he  was  in  Aug.,  1664,  the  date  of  birth  of  his  daughter 
Susanna.  According  to  the  Quaker  records  he  died  April,  1666,  but  the  same  rec- 
ords note  the  birth  of  his  youngest  child,  Jane,  in  Dec,  1667.  His  children 
were  Ann,  John,  Elizabeth,  Henry,  William  (who  removed  to  Shrewsbury,  N.  J.), 
Susanna,  Peleg,  and  Jane. 
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Massachusetts  Archives,  vol.  10,  266  et  seq. 
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HUGH  CHAMBERLEN,  M.  D.,  1664-1728 

Hugh  Chamberlen,  Jr.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Hugh  Chamberlen,  Sr.,  and 
was  descended  from  Wilham  Chamberlen,  a  Huguenot,  who  migrated  in  1569  to 
Southampton,  England,  from  Paris.  He  was  born  in  1664,  and  v/as  educated  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  of  which  house  he  was  a  Fellow  Commoner.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  A.M.,  in  1683  fer  literas  regias.  On  Oct.  30,  1684,  Hugh 
Chamberlen,  Jr.,  settled  at  Leyden,  and  entered  on  the  Physic  line.  On  Oct.  8, 
1689,  he  was  created  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  Cambridge  {Comitiis  Regiis). 

The  following  excerpts  from  the  "  Annals  of  the  College  of  Physicians  "  show 
his  connection  with  that  body: 

Jan.  6,  1693,  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlen  of  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge,  who  was  created 
Doctor  of  Physick  at  Cambridge,  Oct.  8,  1689,  as  appeared  by  his  diploma,  was  examined 
the  first  time  in  Physiologia  in  order  to  be  admitted  a  Candidate  and  was  approved. 

Feb.  3,  1693,  Dr.  Chamberlen  was  a  second  time  examined  and  approved. 

March  3,  1693,  Dr.  Chamberlen  was  a  third  time  examined  in  Therapeuticks  and  was 
approved  but  with  this  admonition  that  he  should  more  diligently  apply  himselfe  to  the  thera- 
peutick  part  of  physick. 

Postri  die  Festi  Palmarum  1693.  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlen  was  proposed  and  admitted 
Candidate.    He  gave  his  faith  to  his  observation  of  the  statutes  and  subscribed  them. 

Nov.  3,  1693,  Dr.  Chamberlen  complained  of  one  Cort,  a  surgeon,  for  bleeding  and  pre- 
scribeing  internall  medicins  for  Mrs.  Hermitage  in  the  Collick  and  rheumatism  without  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Chamberlen  who  was  her  physician,  the  said  Cort  declaring  there  was  no  need 
of  any  physician  although  Dr.  Chamberlen  had  been  concerned  there  before  and  whom  they 
were  necessitated  to  send  for  again. 

Dec.  1,  1693,  Dr.  Chamberlen  Complained  of  one  Cort,  a  surgeon  who  had  not  onely  pre- 
scribed internall  medicins  and  bled  Mrs.  Hermitage  his  patient  but  had  also  spoke  slightingly 
and  scandalously  of  him  all  which  Cort  denied  though  Dr.  Chamberlen  brought  the  bill  from 
the  Apothecarj'es  to  whom  he  had  prescribed  the  medicins.  The  President  forbidd  Cort  to 
practise  and  ordered  the  Beadle  to  take  care  of  him  about  it. 

April  2,  1694,  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlen  was  proposed  balloted  and  admitted  a  Fellow.  He 
gave  his  faith  to  observe  the  Statutes. 

Sept.  30,  1707,  Hugh  Chamberlen,  Junior,  was  proposed,  balloted,  elected,  and  sworn  a 
Censor,  to  which  honourable  position  he  was  again  chosen  on  Sept.  30,  1719,  and  again  on 
Nov.  10,  1721.    Feb.  14,  1722-23,  he  resigned  the  office  because  of  ill  health. 

The  life  of  Hugh  Chamberlen,  Jr.,  was,  compared  with  that  of  his  father  and 
grandfather,  calm  and  uneventful.  He  was  no  enthusiast,  either  in  religion  or 
politics,  nor  was  he  full  of  projects  for  his  own  or  other  people's  welfare.  Ma- 
terials for  compiling  a  biography  of  him  are  consequently  scarce.  A  few  scraps, 
however,  have  been  collected  and  are  here  given. 

Swift,  in  his  Journal  to  Stella,  writes  Nov.  5,  1710: — "I  was  with  Mr.  Harley 
from  dinner  to  seven  this  night,  and  went  to  the  Coffee-house  where  Dr.  DAvenant 
would  fain  have  had  me  gone  and  drink  a  bottle  of  wine  at  his  house  hard  by,  with 
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Dr.  Chamlierlen;  but  the  puppy  used  so  many  words,  that  I  was  afraid  of  his  com- 
pany; and  though  we  promised  to  come  at  eight,  I  sent  a  messenger  to  him,  that 
Chamberlen  was  going  to  a  patient,  and  therefore  we  would  put  it  off  till  another 
time:  so  he,  and  the  Comptroller  and  I,  were  prevailed  on  by  Sir  Matthew  Dudley 
to  go  to  his  house,  where  I  stayed  till  twelve,  and  left  them." 

From  the  printed  catalogues  of  the  Fellows  of  the  College  of  Physicians  it  is 
found  that  Hugh  Chamberlen,  Jr.,  left  his  house  in  Essex  Street  in  1717,  and  went 
to  live  in  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  then  the  most  fashionable  part  of  London. 
He  had  at  this  time  succeeded  in  establishing  himself  not  only  as  a  popular  ob- 
stetrician, but  as  a  trustworthy  physician,  and  he  practiced  as  both  among  the 
higher  classes  of  society. 

Hugh  Chamberlen,  Jr.,  was  a  friend  of  Atterburv',  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and 
in  1723  he  was  permitted  by  warrant  to  visit  the  Bishop,  who  was  confined  in  the 
Tower,  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Freind,  when  this  physician  also  became  a  prisoner  in 
the  Tower.  Dr.  Freind  mentions  Hugh  Chamberlen  in  his  work  on  small[X)x, 
published  in  1719,  and  in  his  fifth  History  styles  him,  "  Peritissimus  H.  Chamber- 
len." 

Hugh  Chamberlen,  Jr.,  was  married  three  times,  and  had  three  daughters — 
Mary,  by  his  first  wife,  Anna  Maria  and  Charlott  by  his  second.  His  third  wife, 
Lady  Crew,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  Willoughby  Aston,  Bart.,  and  relict  of 
Sir  Thomas  Crew,  of  Utkington  in  Cheshire,  Kt.,  survived  him,  and  died  suddenly 
April  6,  1734.  His  first  wife  was  Mary,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Nathaniel 
Bacon,  Esq.,  of  Friston,  and  by  this  marriage  he  became  possessed  of  the  Manors 
of  Alderton  Hall.  His  daughter  Mary  died  unmarried.  Anna  Maria  married  that 
distinguished  statesman,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Hopkins,  M.  P.  for  Coventry  in 
the  time  of  King  William  III  and  Queen  Anne,  and  Secretary  of  vState  for  Ireland. 
She  died  Feb.  9,  1768,  aged  67,  and  was  buried  at  Coventry.  Charlott  married 
Richard  Luther,  Esq.,  of  Myles,  in  Essex,  and  this  estate  continued  for  many  years 
the  undivided  property  in  equal  moieties  of  their  descendants. 

[These  extracts  from  The  Chamberlens,  by  J.  H.  Aveling,  M.D.,  F.S.A., 
and  the  plates  for  the  portrait  and  the  cenotaph,  were  .sent  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Chaml^er- 
lin  for  use  in  this  Report.  The  father  of  the  first  wife  of  Hugh  Chamberlen,  Jr., 
was  Nathaniel  Bacon,  of  Bacon's  Rebellion  in  Virginia,  son  of  Thomas  Bacon  of 
Friston  Hall.] 
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MONUMENT  IN  WESTMINSTER  ABBEY 

Epitaph  by  Bishop  Atterbury 

Translation  from  the  Latin  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Browne 

Hugh  Chamberlen 

of  Hugh  and  Peter,  both  physicians. 

The  Son  and  Grandson, 

Like  these,  followed  Medicine  successfully  and  singularly  adorned  his  Calling: 

Who  to  the  utmost  skill  in  his  Art 

So  joined  perfect  Honesty  of  Word  and  Deed, 

Extraordinary  Purity  of  Mind 

And  Gentleness  of  Manners, 

That  whether  to  the  Whole  or  to  the  Sick  he  came  more  welcome. 

Whether  he  were  better  Man  or  Physician, 

Has   been   eagerly   disputed   among  those 

Who  with  one  voice  agree  to  proclaim  Him 

In  both  characters  Foremost. 

Skilled  in  not  one  but  every  branch  of  Healing 

To  the  perils  of  childbearing  in  women. 

And  to  the  diseases  of  Infants 

He  gave  his  most  anxious  pains: 

And  herein  oftenest  was  it  His  care 

That  noble  families  were  not  bereft  of  their  only  Heirs 

And  his  beloved  Country'  of  eminent  Citizens. 

All  alike  he  had  the  Will  not  less  than  the  Power  to  serve. 

And  thereto,  when  the  State  was  rent  by  Faction, 

He  piously  extended  even  to  those  whose  opinions  were  not  his 

His  Friendship  and  to  them  too  freely  imparted  the  resources  of  his  Skill. 

The  Elegance  and  Splendour  of  his  Life, 

The  Strength  and  Loftiness  of  his  Mind 

The  inbred  Generosity  of  his  bent. 

The  Frankness  and  Nobility  of  his  very  Bearing, 

Had  been  sure  proofs  to  all 

That  his  stock  was  of  no  ignoble  Origin: 

Even  tho'  they  knew  not  that  he  traced  his  descent  thro'  400  years 

To  the  Illustrious  race  of  the  Ancient  Earls  of  Tankerville. 

Familiar  with  every  Rank  and  Condition  of  Life, 
He  claimed  and  received  from  all  his  due  and  Honour, 
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An  intimate  of  the  Great  he  preserved  his  self-respect, 

Of  the  jNIeanest,  his  Courtesy  and  kindness, 

His  zeal  of  well-doing  admitting  of  no  distinction. 

To  both  alike  he  became  at  once  Benefactor  and  Friend. 

A  Son,  he  was  of  wonderful  duty  and  affection  toward  his  Father, 

A  Father  of  his  daughters  most  loving: 

Of  Them  he  had  three,  one  by  his  first,  two  by  his  second  wife. 

Chaste  and  Good,  most  like  to  their  Mothers. 

With  all  of  these  to  the  day  of  his  death  he  lived  in  closest  bonds  of  love. 

His  third  Wife  he  left  to  survive  him. 

To  these  social  and  Domestic  Virtues 

There  failed  not  the  Crown  of 

A  deep  sense  and  love  of  Religion 

And  an  awful  reverence  for  its  Great  Source : 

Upborne  by  these  his  Soul, 

Now  ripe  to  burst  through  the  slough  of  this  body. 

Nor  drawing  feebleness  from  the  languors  of  a  long  disease. 

Aspired  to  Heaven, 

And,  finally  closing  this  Life  of  Mortality, 

(Yet  a  life  not  wasted  but  full  of  good  fruits) 

With  a  death  most  truly  Christian, 

Soared  to  its  Heavenly  Home. 

He  died  on  the  17th  day  of  June  In  the  Year  of  our 

Lord  17*28,  and  in  the  64th  year  of  his  life 

Worthy  indeed  to  have  lived  a  longer  life. 

To  whose  skill  only  it  was  due  that  many 

Were  not  early  snatched  away  midst  their  first  wailings. 

But  even  now  survive  to  the  utmost  limits  of  old  age. 

To  This  Man  Most  Upright,  most  dear. 

For  Life  saved  at  birth, 

For  Health  so  often  restored 

And  at  length  assured, 

Edmund  Duke  of  Buckingham 

Has  raised  this  monument  and  Tomb, 

Ennobled  by  His  Effig}-, 

And  with  statues  set  on  either  side 

(Fashioned  upon  the  model  of  an  ancient  marble). 

To  the  end  that  they  may  bear  witness  to  posterity 

How  great  has  been  the  Debt  due  to  Him, 

This  Acknowledgment  how  poor. 


HUGH  CHAMBERLEN  69 

This  epitaph  was  engraved  upon  a  magnificent  cenotaph  erected,  doubtless 
at  the  suggestion  of  his  mother,  by  the  youthful  Edmund,  Duke  of  Buckingham. 
Dean  Stanley  tells  us  in  his  History  of  Westminster  Ahhey,  that  by  a  Chapter  order 
of  May  16,  1729  (afterwards  rescinded)  the  Duchess  of  Buckingham  was  "allowed 
to  take  down  the  screen  of  the  sacrarium  to  erect  the  monument."  It  was  eventually 
placed  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  choir,  and  is  thus  described  by  Neale: — 

"The  monument  of  Hugh  Chamberlen,  M.  D.,  which  is  the  first  that  engages 
attention  on  the  south  side,  is  a  very  handsome  composition  of  white  and  varie- 
gated marbles.  It  principally  consists  of  an  inscribed  basement,  a  sarcophagus, 
several  figures,  a  pyramid,  and  a  circular  pediment  (with  mantling)  rising  from 
pilasters  of  the  Doric  Order.  On  the  sarcophagus  is  a  finely  executed  statue  of 
the  deceased,  in  his  Doctor's  gown,  reclining  upon  a  mattress;  his  right  airm  being 
supported  by  cushions,  and  his  hand  extended  on  his  cap ;  in  his  left  hand  he  holds 
a  book,  which  also  rests  upon  his  knee.  There  is  much  ease  and  gracefulness  in 
the  position  of  this  figure;  the  features  are  expressive  and  penetrating,  and  the 
drapery  well  cast.  At  the  sides  of  the  sarcophagus,  on  receding  pedestals,  are 
statues  of  Health  and  Longevity;  the  cup  and  serpent  which  distinguished  the 
former  are  now  broken ;  the  latter  is  resting  her  right  hand  upon  a  shield,  on  which 
are  sculptured  a  lion  couchant  and  a  soaring  eagle.  On  the  pyramid  is  a  winged 
boy,  or  angel,  bearing  a  wreath  and  a  trumpet,  and  two  other  boys  are  seated  on 
the  ascending  sides  of  the  pediment,  each  upholding  a  medallion  of  a  female. 
The  sculptors  were  Peter  Schumakers  and  Laur  Delvaux."  Arms:  painted.  Sab. 
an  Escutcheon  Arg.,  within  an  Orle  of  Cinquefoils,  Or,  Chamberlen. 

In  the  British  Museum  is  to  be  found,  "The  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of 
Hugh  Chamberlen,  M.  D.,  lately  deceased  to  be  sold  very  cheap  on  Tuesday 
April  2nd,  1734,  beginning  at  eight  in  the  morning  by  Fletcher  Gyles  bookseller 
over  against  Gray's  Inn  in  Holborn."  It  contained  1734  volumes,  165  of  which 
were  medical  books. 
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A    CHAMBERLAINE    FAMILY    OF    GLOUCESTERSHIRE,    ENGLAND 

Compiled  by  Jenny  Chamberlain  Watts 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  Heralds'  College,  in  England,  to  supervise  the  bearing 
of  arms  by  the  gentry,  permitting  none  unless  duly  authorized.  To  accomplish 
this,  two  of  the  three  kings-at-arms, — Norroy  in  charge  of  the  region  north  of  the 
Trent,  and  Clarenceux  south  of  the  Trent, — visited  personally  or  by  deputy  at 
given  intervals  every  county  town  in  their  respective  divisions,  and  summoned  the 
gentrj-  of  the  neighborhood  to  appear,  and  prove  title  to  their  armorial  bearings, 
and  record  the  pedigrees  of  their  families,  in  order  that  the  Heralds'  College  might 
so  far  as  possible  have  complete  and  accurate  lists  of  all  the  people  in  the  kingdom 
entitled  to  bear  arms.  During  the  visitation  of  Gloucestershire  in  1683  there  was 
recorded  the  pedigree  of  "Chamberlaine  of  Maugersbury  in  Stow."  The  lesser  offi- 
cials of  the  Heralds'  College  were  six  heralds  (Windsor,  Chester,  Lancaster,  Rich- 
mond, Somerset,  York)  and  four  pursuivants  (Rouge  Croix,  Blue  Mantle,  Rouge 
Dragon,  Portcullis).  Hence  this  pedigree  appears  in  a  manuscript  in  the  Heralds' 
College  entitled.  The  Visitation  of  the  County  of  Gloucester,  begun  by  Thomas  May, 
Chester,  and  Gregory  King,  Rouge  Dragon,  in  Trinity  Vacation,  1G82,  and  finished 
by  Henry  Dethick,  Richmond,  and  the  said  Rouge  Dragon,  Pursuivant,  in  Trinity 
Vacation,  IGSvS,  by  virtue  of  several  Deputations  from  Sir  Henry  St.  George,  Kt., 
Clarenceux  King  of  Arms.  This  was  printed  by  T.  Fitz-Roy  Fenwick,  M.A., 
and  Walter  C.  Metcalfe,  F.S.A.,  at  Exeter,  England,  in  1884,  from  the  original 
manuscript  preserved  in  the  Heralds'  College.  The  text  given  below  follows  this 
copy  verbatim,  simply  translating  into  words  the  signs  for  marriage,  descent,  and 
the  like,  of  its  tabular  arrangement.  In  1866  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps,  Bart.,  printed 
a  part  of  this  Visitation  of  1683,  adding  considerable  material.  His  additions  to 
the  Chamberlaine  pedigree,  so  far  as  they  concern  the  earlier  generations,  are 
printed  below  in  italics.  The  additions  made  by  the  editor  of  this  Report  are  en- 
closed in  brackets.  The  two  books  cjuoted  most  frequently  are:  The  Ancient  and 
Present  State  of  Glocester shire,  by  Sir  Robert  Atkyns,  Knight  (1646-1711),  a  land- 
owner and  resident  in  Gloucestershire  (2d  ed.,  1768);  and  Historical,  Monumen- 
tal, and  Genealogical  Collections  relative  to  the  County  of  Gloucester,  printed  from 
the  original  papers  of  the  late  Ralph  Rigland,  Esq.,  Garter  Principal  King  of  Arms, 
two  volumes,  1786-1792.     Both  works  are  rare  folios. 

It  is  hoped  that  some  reader  of  this  pedigree  will  furnish  information  regard- 
ing the  American  immigrant  mentioned, — Thomas  Chamberlaine  of  Virginia, 
who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Abraham  Wood  of  Virginia.  The  following  ex- 
tracts'from  the  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography  locate  him  in  Henrico 
County: —  _ 
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"A  deed  was  recorded  in  Henrico  in  December,  1686,  from  Thos.  Chamber- 
layne  and  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Major-General  Abraham  Wood,  conveying 
to  George  Avcher  and  Joseph  Royall,  land  which  had  been  devised  to  them  by 
General  Wood."    (Vol.  8,  p.  76.) 

"Ma^or-General  Abraham  Wood,  who  resided  near  the  present  site  of  Peters- 
burg, wrds  long  a  prominent  and  influential  man.  He  was  a  Burgess  for  Henrico 
[Octobf-r,  1644];  February,  1644-45;  November,  1645;  March,  1645-46;  October, 
1646  (when  he  was  entitled  captain).  At  the  session  of  October,  1646,  it  was  enacted 
that  Captain  Abraham  Wood,  'whose  service  hath  been  employed  at  Fort  Henry' 
(on.  the  Appomattox),  should  be  granted  the  fort  and  six  hundred  acres  adjoining 
on,  the  condition  that  he  kept  ten  armed  men  there  for  three  years.  In  November, 
1,652,  as  Major  Abraham  Wood,  he  was  Burgess  for  Charles  City;  and  again  in 
^November,  1654.  In  December,  1656,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abraham  Wood, 
he  was  again  a  member  of  the  House,  and  at  the  same  session  was  appointed  colonel 
of  the  regiment  of  Charles  City  and  Henrico,  in  the  place  of  Edward  Hill.  In 
March,  1657-58,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  continued  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  to  form  one  of  that  body.  One  of  his  daughters  is  said  to  have  married 
Peter  Jones,  one  of  the  family  from  whom  Petersburg  derived  its  name;  and  another, 
as  the  Henrico  records  show,  married  Major  Thomas  Chamberlayne  of  that 
county."     (Vol.  3,  p.  252,  note.) 

According  to  Mr.  William  G.  Stanard,  Librarian  of  the  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  Thomas  Chamberlaine  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  for 
Charles  City  County  in  1695. 


CHAMBERLAINE  OF  MAUGERSBURY  IN  STOW 

Arms. — Quarterly  of  6,  1  and  6,  Gules  an  inescutcheon  Argent,  within  an  orle 
of  mullets  Or;  2,  Gules  a  chevron  between  three  escallops  Or;  3,  Az^ire  five  lions  ram- 
pant 3  and  2  Or  {Gatesden) ;  4,  Ermine  a  chief  indented  Gules  (Mortein) ;  5,  Azure 
tivo  lions  passant  gardant  Or  and  a  label  of  three  points  Argent  {Ekney). 

1  SIR  THOMAS^  CHAMBERLAINE  of  Prestbury,  co.  Glouc.  Am- 
bassador to  Hen.  8,  Edw.  6,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  died  the  latter  end  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  1st  wife:  Lady  Anne  Vander  Zenny,  a  Low  Dutch  Woman  [of  the 
House  of  Nassau],  s.  p.     2d.  wife;  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sr  John  Ludington  of  the 

North   and   widow   of  Machin.     3.  wife:   [Anne,  daughter  of  Kirkeet. 

Prestbury  lies  seven  miles  northeast  of  the  city  of  Gloucester.  Before  the 
Reformation  it  belonged  to  the  bishops  of  Hereford,  who  "erected  in  this  parish 
a  handsome  stone  house,  which  was  moated  round."  After  the  dissolution  of  the 
religious  foundations,  "Sir  Thomas  Chamberlain  .  .  .  obtained  a  long  lease 
of  this  manor,  and  resided  in  this  place.  .  .  .  Reginald  Nicholas,  a  servant 
to  sir  John  Chamberlain,"  son  of  Sir  Thomas,  "purchased  a  grant  of  the  rever- 
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sion  of  the  manor,  and  supplanted  his  master"  as  lord  of  the  manor  before  1608. 
(Atkvns.)  In  1552  (6  Ed.  YI)  the  manors  of  Oddington,  Church  Down,  Hucklecot, 
Compton-Abdale,  Bishop's  Norton,  Shurdington  magna,  Uphatherlev  (Hatherley 
Upper),  and  \Yitcomb,  which  had  all  in  former  days  belonged  to  the  Archbishop 
of  York,  wore  granted  to  "Sir  Thomas  Chamberlayne,  otherwise  Tanker- 
ville,  Knight."  (Atkvns  and  Bigland.)  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Chit'f-Justice 
of  Chester  in  1G16  (died  16-25),  was  his  nephew,  the  son  of  his  brother  \Yilliam. 
{Diet,  of  Ntl.  Biog.)] 

Sons  by  second  wife: 

i  Sir  John  ^  CH.\MBERL.'aNE  of  Prestbury,  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  [Sir  Thomas  ?] 
Thinrie  of  Longleat,  co.  Wilts,  ob.  s.  p.  [He  was  lord  of  the  manors  of  Church  Down, 
Hucklecot,  Shurdinjrton  magna,  Uphatlierley,  and  Witcomb  in  1G08.  In  161-2  "tSir 
John  Chamberlaine  mortgaged  the  Manor  Mansion,  and  Estate  of  Witcomb  to  Danie 
Elizabeth  Hickes,  \\-idow  of  Sir  Michael  Ilickes,  Secretary  to  Lord  Burleigh,  for  securinj:! 
^-2,-200."  She  foreclosed,  and  in  1616  received  from  Sir  John  and  Ids  trustees  an  abso- 
lute title  (Bigland)].  '< 

2  ii  Edmund  ^  Ch.\mberl.\ine  of  Maugersbury. 
Daughter  by  second  wife: 

Theophila,^  mar. Hughes,  M.D. 

Son  by  third  wife: 

3  [Thomas  -]  Chamberlaine  of  Oddington  [b.  about  1568]. 

2  EDMUND  2  CHAMBERLAINE  [Tfiomas  •]  of  Maugersbury,  co.  Glouc. 

ob.  circa  1634.     1st  wife:  Anne,  dau.  of and  widow  of  Moul- 

ton  of  Surrey,  s.  p.  2d  wife:  Grace,  dau.  of  [John]  Strangeways  of  Melbury, 
CO.  Dorset.  [He  purchased  the  manors  of  Stow  and  Maugersbury  in  1603, 
and  indulged  in  a  long  litigation  wuth  "the  Stow  people  as  to  market  dues 
and  other  manerial  perquisites  in  which  the  latter  lost  their  cause  and  were 
mulcted  heavily  in  costs."  (Bigland.)  These  manors  lie  eighteen  miles  northeast 
of  the  city  of  Gloucester.  "He  was  high-sheriff  of  Glocestershire  39  Eliz."  (At- 
kyns.)  In  1608  he  had  ten  men  servants  "fit  for  His  Majesty's  ser\'ice  in  the  Wars." 
He  died  April  12,  1634.  His  wife  Grace  survived  him.  He  was  possessed  of  the 
manor  of  Stow,  alias  Stow  on  the  Old  (Wold),  alias  Stow  St.  Edward,  and  the  manor 
of  Malgersbury,  alias  Mawgersbury,  lx)th  of  which  he  held  of  the  King  in  chief 
by  knight's  service,  each  by  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.  Three  "mes- 
suages and  6^  virgates  of  land," — that  is,  three  homesteads  and  about  200  acres, — 
belonging  to  the  manor  of  Maugersburv',  were  settled  upon  the  second  son,  Ed- 
mund,'' for  the  term  of  eighty  years.  Of  the  manors  of  Stow  and  Maugersbury, 
one-third  was  settled  upon  the  eldest  son  John  ^  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  two- 
thirds  were  settled  upon  the  widow  Grace  for  life  with  reversion  to  the  son  John."* 
This  was  by  indenture  dated  Oct.  12,  1631,  executed  in  anticipation  of  John's 
marriage.  Edmund  "  was,  also,  at  his  death,  "seised  in  fee-tail  of  one  capital  mes- 
suage in  Presburv-  with  a  garden,  orchard,  yard,  etc.,  thereto  belonging,"  which 
he  "held  of  the  King  as  of  his  manor  of  East  Greenwich  ...  in  free  and 
common  socage  and  not     .     .     .     by  knight's  service";  also  a  reversion  of  "one 
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house  or  tenement  in  Stowe  and  the  lands  thereto  belonging  lying  in  the  common 
fields  of  Xetherswell  and  Overwell,"  and  "one  close  in  Stow  called  Gill  Stevens," 
in  both  of  which  Joan  Freeman  held  a  life  interest.  These  lands  were  held  of  the 
King  by  the  same  tenure  as  the  house  in  Prestbury.  (Abstracts  of  Gloucestershire 
Inquisiiiones  post  mortem,  1625-36,  ed.  by  W.  P.  W.  Phillimore  and  George  S. 
Fry,  pp.  208-211.  British  Record  Society,  Index  Library,  vol.  9.)  Presumably 
this  did  not  represent  all  of  his  estate,  as  lands  owned  by  his  father,  Sir  Thomas, 
and  his  elder  brother.  Sir  John,  of  whom  he  was  the  heir,  are  found  later  in  the 
possession  of  his  great-grandson, — for  instance  the  manors  of  Church  Down  and 
Shurdington.  A  view  of  the  manor-house  of  Maugersbury  (about  1700),  and  the 
coat  of  arms  of  the  family,  appear  at  p.  365  of  Atkyns.] 

Daughter  by  second  wife: 

Grace,^  wife  of  Edmund  Webb  of  Rodburne  Cheney,  Wilts,  after  to  Thomas  Wliji;e 

of  Even  Swyndon,  Wilts. 
Sons  by  second  wife: 

4  i  John  ^  CH.\iiBERL.UNE  of  ^Maugersbury,  Esq.  [b.  about  1609.] 

5  ii  Edmund,^  [b.  about  1611.] 

3  [THOMAS  '  CHAMBER LAYNE  (Thomas  ^)  of  Oddington,  two  miles 
east  of  Stow.  In  1608  he  was  "a  subsidy  man,"  was  lord  of  this  manor,  and  had 
four  servants  "fit  for  His  Majesty's  service  in  the  W^ars."  His  tombstone,  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church  at  Oddington,  reads:  "Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Cham- 
berlayne,  Esqr.,  descended  from  ye  Earles  of  Tancrevile,  High  Chamberlaynes 
of  Normandy.  He  was  third  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlayne  of  Prestbury,  in 
the  County  of  Glouc.  Knight,  Ambassadour  from  Hen.  8,  Edw.  6,  Q.  Mary,  and 
Q.  Elizabeth,  to  ye  Q.  of  Hungary-,  to  ye  K.  of  Sweden,  and  to  ye  K.  of  Portugal, 
and  to  Phillip  ye  2d  King  of  Spaine.  He  marryed  Margaret,  daughter  and  hejTC 
of  Edward  Bagehott,  of  Prestbury  aforesaid,  Gent.,  who  also  lies  interred  here. 
By  her  he  left  five  sons,  Thomas,  John,  Leonard,  George,  and  Edward,  and  5 
daughters  Ann,  Margaret,  Mary,  Frances,  and  Elizabeth.  He  dyed  ye  4th  of 
Deer.  1640,  aged  72.  This  Monument  was  erected  at  ye  cost  and  charges  of  John 
Chamberlane,  M.  Art.  and  Med.  Proj'fessor."    (Bigland.) 

Sons: 
i  Thomas,^  b.  Dec,  1599.  .His  tombstone  in  the  chancel  at  Oddington  reads:  "Here 
lyeth  the  body  of  Thomas  Chamberlayne,  Esqr.,  born  in  December,  1599,  died  the  17  of 
May,  1689,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Chamberlajoie,  buried  hereby.  Here  lyeth  the  body 
of  Katherine  only  daughter  of  Robert  Brent,  Esqr.,  and  only  wife  of  Thomas  Chamber- 
layne, here  near  mterred.  She  was  bom  1610,  married  1630,  and  died  26  Oct.,  1683." 
(Bigland.)  His  will,  made  in  1687,  mentions  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Robert,  as  then  liv- 
ing; the  daughter  of  his  son  John,  deceased,  and  two  children  of  his  son  Thomas;  also 
six  daughters.  An  abstract  of  his  will  is  given  below  among  the  Abstracts  from  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  which  follow  this  pedigree, 
ii  JOHN.^ 

iii  Leon\\rd.' 

iv  George.^ 
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V  Edward,^  b.  at  Oddinpton,  Dec.  13,  1616;  d.  at  Chelsea,  near  London,  May,  1703. 
He  entered  St.  Edmund  Hall,  Oxford,  at  Michaelmas,  1634;  received  the  degree  of  B.A. 
April  20,  1638;  M.A.  March  6,  1641;  LL.D.,  at  Cambridge,  Jan.,  1670-71;  D.C.L.,  at 
Oxford.  1672.  "He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Royal  Society."  Among 
other  books,  he  was  the  author  of  Angliw  Nuiiticc,  or  the  Present  State  of  England. 
This  handbook,  first  published  in  1669,  passed  through  twenty  editions  during  his 
lifetime.  He  m.  in  1658  Susannah,  daughter  of  Richard  Clifford,  and  had  nine  children. 
She  d.  Dec.  17,  1703.  John*  (1666-1723),  son  of  Edward,^  continue<l  his  father's 
literary  work.  "According  to  contemporary  report,  he  knew  sixteen  languages."  He 
was  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in  1702,  and  was  the  author  of  many  books.  Biog- 
raphies of  both  father  and  son  appear  in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  edited 
by  Leslie  Stephen.  Atkyns  (p.  308)  wTote  about  1700:  "Thomas  Chamberlain,  esq., 
is  the  present  lord  of  the  manor  [of  Oddington],  who  has  a  seat  here,  and  an  estate  in 
this  and  other  places.  .  .  .  John  Chamberlajii,  of  Westminster,  esq.,  is  the  heir 
male  of  this  branch  of  the  family:  he  is  likewise  the  )leir,  by  his  mother,  of  the  ancient 
family  of  the  Clifionls  of  Frampton  upon  Severn,  in  this  county:  he  is  the  author  of  that 
most  useful  publick  book,  'The  Present  State  of  England';  and  has  many  ways  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  great  application  to  the  publick  service  of  his  country."] 

4  JOHN  ^  CHAMBERLAINE  [Thomas,'  Edmund  -]  of  Maugersbiir}-,  Esq., 
ob.  1668,  set.  59,  mar.  at  Blockley,  1632,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  William  Leigh  of 
Longborow,  co.  Glouc.  [He  was  a  loyalist,  and  during  the  Great  Rebellion 
was  forced  to  pay  .£1246  composition  for  his  estates,  which  had  been  seques- 
tered. (Atkyns.)  His  will  was  proved  at  Gloucester.  His  monument  in  the 
church  at  Stow  bears  a  long  Latin  inscription.     (Bigland.)] 

Daughters: 
i  Elizabeth,^  wife  of  William  Brangman,  after  mar.  to  John  Sanders,  a  Captain  in  Her 

Majesty's  Foot  Guards.    [In  1676  she  was  "Elizabeth  Saunders,  widow."] 
ii  Grace  *      ^ 

iii  Grace  *      >  all  died  young. 
iv  Isabella  *  ) 
Sons  {order  uncertain): 
6     i  John  ^  [b.  about  1643]. 

ii    WlLLUM.^  ) 

iii  Giles  *  >  died  j'oung. 

iv  Str.\ngeway8  *     [An  abstract  of  his  will  is  given  below].   ) 

V  Tiio.MAS,^  living  unmar.  1683. 

vi  Ed.mund*  Chamberlaine  of  Churchdown,  co.  Glouc,  m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thomas 
Yate  of  Glouc. 

5  EDMUND^  CHAMBERLAINE  [Thomas'  Edmund'-]  of  Maugersbury, 
ob.  1676,  set.  65;  m.  Eleanor,  dau.  of  Humphry  Colles  of  Clatterslad,  co. 
Glouc,  bap.  at  Sevcnhamptan,  1616.  [April  12,  1634,  his  father  settled  upon 
him  an  estate,  described  in  1631  as  "one  messuage  and  4  virgates  of  land  there 
in  the  tenure  of  John  Hannes,  one  messuage  and  2  virgates  of  land  there  in  the 
tenure  of  Robert  Keble,  and  ^  a  virgate  of  land  there  in  the  tenure  of  Ralph  Long- 
worth:  aU  which  premises  .  .  .  were  lately  parcel  of  the  said  manor  of  Malgers- 
bury,"  and  in  1634  as  "3  messuages  and  6^  virgates  of  land," — that  is,  three  home- 
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steads  and  about  200  acres, — "to  hold  for  80  years,  he  paying  yearly  for  the  same 
one  grain  of  pepper."  His  will  shows  that  he  died  possessed  of  a  valuable  estate. 
See  the  abstracts  from  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  given  below.  His  tomb- 
stone in  the  church  at  Stow  reads:  "Here  lyeth  Interred  the  Body  of  Colonel  Ed- 
mund Chamberlayne,  who  departed  this  Life,  11  day  of  April,  1G76."    (Bigland.)] 

Daughters: 
i  Grace,*  wife  of  Robert  Mathew  of  Mass  Maur,  co.  Glamorgan,  bap.  1638  at  Lower 

Guiting. 
ii  Elianob,*  wife  of  John  Robbins  of  Bristol,  Barrister  at  Law,  bap.  1639  at  Lower  Cruit- 

ing. 
iii  Dorothy,*  wife  of  Edward  Ridley,  Steward  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset. 
iv  Elizabeth,*  wife  of  Henry  Robbins  of  London, 
v  Anne,*  d.  unmar. 
Sons: 
i  John,*  died  young. 
7    ii  Edmund*  [b.  about  1644.] 

iii  Humphry*    Chamberlaine   of   Abbots   Leigh,    co.    Somerset;    m.    Elizabeth,    dau. 

of Leicester  of  London.     [In  1676,  he  had  two  sons,  Edmund  and  John,  and  a 

daughter  Elynor.] 
iv  Thom.\s  *  Chamberlaine  of  Virginia;  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Abraham  Wood  of  Virginia, 
v  Giles*         1  h'  H 
vi  Nicholas  *  )     ^    young. 


6  JOHN  ^  CHAMBERLAINE  [Thomas,^  Edmund,^  John  ^]  of  Maugers- 
bury,  Esq.,  Justice  of  Peace  for  the  co.,  living  1683,  set.  40,  died  1691;  m.  Marv% 
dau.  of  Walter  Savage  of  Broadway,  co.  Wore,  Esq.  [She  d.  Dec.  17,  1689. 
Their  tombstones  are  in  the  church  at  Stow.     See  below  the  abstract  of  his  will.] 

Children: 

i  Elizabeth,^  set.  16  [in  1683]. 

ii  Mary,5  £et.  14  [in  1683]. 
8  iii  Edmund  ^  Ch.\mberlaine,  eldest  son,  aet.  13,  Oct.,  1683. 
iv  John,^  died  young. 

V  Sarah,5  ajt.  9  [in  1683]. 


7  EDMUND  "*  CHAMBERLAINE  [Thomas,^  Edmund,"  Edmnnd  ^]  of 
Maugersbury,  living  set.  38,  1683;  m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Knight  of  Temple 
Street  in  Bristol.  [Their  tombstone  in  the  church  at  Stow  reads:  "Here  lyeth  in- 
terred the  Body  of  Edmund  Chamberlayne,  Gent,  eldest  surviving  Son  of  Colonel 
Edmund  Chamberlayne,  who  departed  this  Life,  15  day  of  June,  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  God  1696,  his  Age  was  52  Years  and  three  Months.  Here  also  lies  the 
Body  of  Mary,  Wid<?w  of  the  said  Edmund  Chamberlayne,  and  one  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  Sir  John  Knight,  of  Southmead  in  the  County  of  Gloucester,  Knt.,  who  died 
the  26th  day  of  Nov.,  1732,  Anno  set.  86."    (Bigland.)] 
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Children: 
i  Martha  *  ^ 

ii    ELil.\XOR*     I 

iii  Anne  ^         >  all  died  young, 
iv  Mary  * 
V  Edmund  ^ 
vi  JoHN,^  only  child,  li\ing  1683,  wt.  1  year. 


8  EDMUND ■'  CHAMBERLAINE  [Thomas^  Edmund,'  John,^  John^]  «t.  13, 
Oct.,  1G83,  oh.  1755,  crt.  84,  C.  P.  C;  m.  Emma,  dau.  of  James,  Lord  Chandos, 
oh.  1738.  [He  was  married  at  Westminster  Abbey  May  '26,  169'?,  to  Emma  Bridges, 
daughter  of  James,  eighth  I^ord  Chandos,  by  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Sir  Henry  Bernard  of  London,  kt.     (J.  L.  Chester,  Marriage,  Baptismal  and 

Burial  Registers  of Westminster  Abbey,  p.   3'2.)     Their  tombstone,  in 

the  church  at  Stow,  reads:  "H.  S.  E.  The  Honhle.  Emma  Chamberlayne,  who  de- 
parted this  Life,  the  19  day  of  June,  1738,  Aged  77  Years.  Edmund  Chamber- 
layne, Esqr.,  her  Husband,  who  died  11  day  of  Febr.,  1765  [1755],  Aged  84  Years." 
(Bigland.)  He  was  high-sheriff  of  Gloucestershire  in  1705.  He  held  "a  courtleet 
in  this  parish  [Stow],  and  divers  other  adjoining  parishes,"  among  them  Church- 
Down,  where  he  was  lord  of  the  manor,  as  at  Stow  and  Maugersbury.     (Atkyns.)] 

Sons: 

i  John,^  eldest  son,  b.  1693,  ob.  ccel.  1714. 
ii  Edmund^  Chamberlayne,  only  suri-iving  son,  ob.   1774.    C.  P.  C.  m.  Elizabeth,  dau. 

and  coheir  of  Robert  Atkins  of  Nether  Sn-ell,  co.  Glouc.,  mar.  1728,  at  Loicer  Chiiting. 

[According  to  this  pedigree  as  continued  by  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps,  he  had  eight  children. 

His  eldest  son,  James  Montagu  ^  Chamberlayne,  dying  in  1754,  his  second  son.  Rev. 

John  ^  ChamberlajTie,  Rector  of  Little  Ilford,  Essex,  became  heir  to  the  estates.    The 

direct  male  line  ended  with  the  latter's  son,  Edmund  John  *  ChamberlajTie,  who  died 

without  issue  in  1831,  but  the  manor-house  is  still  owned  by  a  descendant  of  Sir  Thomas 

Chamberlayne,  who  has  assumed  the  name  of  Chamberlayne.] 


ABSTRACTS  FROM  THE  PREROGATIVE  COURT  OF  CANTERBURY 

Edmund  Ch.^aiberlayne  !27  January,  1675.  I,  Edmund  Chamberlayne  of 
Malgersbury  in  Co.  Gloucester,  Esqr. 

I  give  all  my  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  in  Stow-on-the 
Wold,  Malgersbury  and  Netherswell  in  Co.  Gloucester  to  my  son  Edmund  Cham- 
berlaine  for  99  years;  after  that  term,  to  my  Kinsman  Thomas  Chamberlayne  of 
Warindge,  in  the  parish  of  Wanburrow,  in  Co.  Wilts,  Esqr.,  and  to  Edmond  Webbe 
of  Radborne  in  the  said  county,  Esq.,  and  their  heirs,  for  the  life  of  my  said  son 
Edmond,  he  to  have  all  the  rents  thereof  for  his  life;  after  his  decease,  his  first  and 
every  other  son  and  their  heirs  male  to  have  the  said  rents;  for  default,  if  the  said 
Edmund  die  leaving  his  wife  with  child,  then  I  leave  all  the  said  premises  to  his 
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said  wife  until  the  child  be  born:  if  it  be  a  son,  then  I  leave  to  him  all  the  said  prem- 
ises and  to  the  heirs  male  of  his  body;  for  default,  I  give  the  same  to  my  son  Hum- 
fery  Chamberlayne  for  99  years;  after  that  term,  to  the  said  Thomas  Chamber- 
layne  and  Edmund  Webb  and  their  heirs  for  the  life  of  my  said  son  Humfery,  he 
to  take  the  profits  thereof  for  life;  after  his  decease,  I  give  the  same  to  the  first  and 
other  sons  of  the  said  Humfery  and  their  heirs  male,  with  like  proviso  as  to  child 
unborn;  for  default,  I  give  the  same  to  my  son  Thomas  Chamberlaine  for  99  years, 
with  remainders  and  proviso  as  above;  for  default,  I  give  the  same  to  my  son  Giles 
Chamberlayne  for  99  years,  with  like  remainders  and  proviso;  and  for  default, 
to  my  right  heirs  forever. 

Whereas,  I  have  at  present  a  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  William  Strat- 
ford of  Wick  Risington,  in  Co.  Gloucester,  Esq.,  secured  to  be  paid  to  me  by  a 
mortgage  of  the  lands  of  the  said  William,  lying  in  Wick  Risington :  I  now  give  the 
said  money  to  the  said  Thomas  Chamberlayne  and  Edmund  Webb,  Esqs.,  to  pur- 
chase land  of  a  good  title,  and  cause  it  to  be  assured  to  my  posterity  in  like  man- 
ner as  the  lands  abovesaid. 

My  son  Edmund  shall  have  all  my  lands,  etc.,  in  Malgersbury  which  I  hold 
by  lease,  for  his  life;  at  his  decease  his  issue  male  to  have  them  for  residue  of  said 
leases;  for  default,  my  son  Humfery  to  have  them  for  life  and  then  his  issue  male; 
for  default,  my  son  Thomas  to  have  the  same  for  his  life,  and  then  his  issue  male; 
for  default,  then  my  said  Giles  to  have  the  same  as  above;  for  default,  I  give  the 
same  to  the  executors  of  my  son  Edmund  for  ever. 

To  my  daughter  Dorothy,  £1,000.  To  my  daughter  Elizabeth,  £800;  also 
£200  which  I  lent  to  William  Dalton,  Esq. 

To  my  son  Thomas,  £200.  To  my  son  Giles,  a  rent  charge  of  £40  per  an- 
num, issuing  out  of  the  lands  formerly  of  Ralph  Garners  and  Thomas  Haddons 
in  Malgersbury.  To  my  son  Humfery,  all  my  lands,  etc.,  in  Abbotts  Leigh  in  Co. 
Somerset  for  residue  of  my  terms  therein;  after  his  decease,  I  give  the  residue  of 
said  terms  to  Edmund  Chamberlayne,  eldest  son  of  the  said  Humfery^;  after  his  de- 
cease, to  John,  second  son  of  the  said  Humfery. 

To  the  said  trustees  I  give  £200,  to  employ  the  interest  thereof  for  the  bene- 
fit of  my  daughter  Grace  the  now  wife  of  Robert  Mathews,  Esq.,  for  her  life;  after 
her  death  the  said  money  to  be  paid  to  Grace,  Thomas,  Mar}%  and  Robert  Mathews, 
children  of  the  said  Robert  and  Grace,  at  their  ages  of  21.  To  my  said  daughter 
Dorothy  all  my  gold  money  and  my  best  piece  of  plate,  etc.  To  my  grandchil- 
dren Elynor  and  John  Chamberlayne,  children  of  my  son  Humfery,  £100  each, 
at  their  ages  of  21.  To  my  niece  Mrs.  Susan  White,  £100,  and  £5  for  mourning. 
To  each  of  the  other  children  of  my  deceased  sister  Mrs.  Grace  White,  £5. 

All  mv  children  who  shall  be  unmarried  at  mv  death,  and  willinor  to  continue 
in  the  house  where  I  shall  die,  shall  have  'diett  and  other  necessary  entertainement ' 
there  at  the  charge  of  my  executors  for  six  months  after  my  death. 

To  the  poor  of  Stow  £5,  and  to  the  poor  of  Malgerbury  40*.  to  be  disposed 
of  by  my  neighbour  Robert  Kible.    To  my  servant  Joan  Hill,  £10. 
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The  rest  of  my  goods  to  my  said  son  Edmund  whom  I  make  executor.  The 
said  Thos.  Chamberlayne  and  Edmund  Webb  to  be  overseers. 

Witnesses:  Rich:  Hayward,  Francis  Dix,  Senior  and  Francis  Dix,  Junior. 
Proved  9  June,  1676,  by  the  executor. — 61  Bence. 

Str.vngwayes  Chamberlayne.  2  January  1676.  I,  Strangwayes  Chamber- 
layne of  London,  merchant. 

To  my  sister  EHzal>eth  Saunders,  widow,  £100,  desiring  my  brother  Thomas 
Chamberhiyne  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  money  remaining  in  his  hands.  To  my 
brother  John  ChamberlajTie,  <£10.  To  my  brother  Edmund  Chamberlayne  .£10. 
I  order  £80  to  be  laid  out  for  my  funeral  expenses.  To  Samuel  Powell  £5  and  I 
make  him  overseer.  To  Elizabeth  Mitchell  £5.  I  make  my  said  sister  Elizabeth 
Saunders  sole  executrix. 

The  mark  of  the  said  Strangwayes  Chamberlayne. 

Witnesses:  James  Fletcher,  B.  D.,  Nathaniel  Unwin. 

Proved  9  January  1676,  by  the  executrix. — 4  Hale. 

GiLE.s  Chamberlaine.  On  25  June  1681,  commission  to  Bernard  Dutton, 
principal  creditor  of  Giles  Chamberlaine,  late  of  Stow,  Co.  Gloucester,  but  who 
died  at  Tangier,  in  parts  beyond  the  seas,  bachelor,  to  administer  the  goods,  etc. — 
Admon.  Act  Book,  1681." 

Thomas  Chamberlayne.  9  May  1687.  I,  Thomas  Chamberlayne  of  Od- 
dington  in  Co.  Gloucester,  Esq. 

To  the  poor  of  Oddington  40*.  and  to  the  poor  of  Stow  in  Co.  Gloucester 
£5,  and  to  the  poor  of  Over  Norton  in  Co.  Oxford  <£3. 

To  my  son  Thomas  Chamberlaine  40s.,  to  his  wife  20s.  and  to  his  two  chil- 
dren 10s.  each.  To  my  daughter  Christian  Gibbs  20s.,  she  having  had  a  portion 
already,  and  to  her  five  children  10s.  each.  To  Katherine  Chamberlayne,  youngest 
daughter  of  my  son  John,  deceased,  £200.  To  my  daughter  Katherine  Hearst, 
20s.,  she  having  had  a  portion  already.  To  my  daughter  Margaret  Danvers,  20s. 
only,  for  like  reason,  and  to  her  husband  20s.  To  my  daughter  Elizabeth  £600. 
To  my  daughter  Anne  £600.  I  give  my  son  Robert  Chamberlayne  all  the  money 
he  owes  me. 

I  make  my  son-in-law,  Mr.  Anthony  Gibbs,  Mr.  Edward  Hearst,  and  my 
grandson  Charles  Gibbs  executors:  if  any  of  them  die  I  appoint  my  cousin  Edmond 
Chamberlayne  of  "Maugresburj'"  executor. 

To  njy  daughter  Grace  £500  which  my  son  Thomas  is  to  pay  to  my  executors, 
and  which  i.s  secured  by  certain  lands  in  Oddington. 

I  give  to  my  executors  the  lands  and  tenements  which  I  hold  of  Brazenose 
College  in  Oxford  called  the  Pryory  in  Co.  Oxford,  to  sell  the  same  to  pay  my 
debts,  etc. 

Witnesses:  Pissbery,  Thomas  Phipps,  Amy  Paine. 

Proved  7  June  1689,  by  the  said  Charles  Gibbs.— 76  Ent. 


ANCESTRY  OF  SIR  THOMAS  CHAMBERLAIN  79 

John  Ch.vmberlaine.  27  February  1691.  I,  John  Chamberlaine  of  Mauges- 
bury  in  Co.  Gloucester,  Esq. 

My  son  Edmond  Chamberlayne  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  gentleman, 
to  be  executor,  and  I  give  him  all  my  goods.  To  George  Townesend  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  gentleman,  20  guineas. 

Witnesses:  Tho:  Compere,  Edward  Freeman. 

Proved  6  July  1692,  by  the  executor. — 125  Fane. 

Edmund  Chamberlayne.  23  January  1696-97,  commission  to  Mary 
Chamberlayne,  relict  of  Edmund  Chamberlayne,  late  of  Maugesbury,  in  the  parish 
of  Stow-on-the-Wold,  in  Co.  Gloucester  to  administer,  etc. — Admon.  Act  Book, 
1697. 

These  abstracts  were  ordered  from  England  by  Mr.  George  W.  Chamberlain  for  Rev. 
Leander  T.  Chamberlain,  D.D.,  when  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  English  Ancestry,  and 
were  calendared  in  the  Report  of  the  Chamberlain  Association  for  1902.  They  are  printed 
from  copies  furnished  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Publication. 
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Bt  Sir  Robert  Atkyns  (1647-1711)  of  Gloucestershire 

"This  ancient  family  of  the  Chamberlains  is  descended  from  John  [William  ?] 
count  de  Tankervile,  of  Tankervile  castle  in  Normandy,  who  came  into  England 
with  king  William  the  Conqueror,  but  returned  again  into  Normandy.  John  de 
Tankervile  was  a  younger  son  of  the  former  earl,  and  was  lord  chamberlain  to 
king  Henry  the  First.  Richard  Chambelain,  son  of  the  last  John,  was  lord  cham- 
berlain to  king  Stephen,  and  thereupon  assumed  the  surname  of  Chamberlain 
['and  gave  for  Arms  1  &  4.  Gules,  an  Inescutcheon,  Argent,  in  an  Orle  of  eight 
Mullets,  Or:  2  and  three  Gules,  a  Chevron,  between  three  Escallops,  Or,  which 
his  descendants  bear  at  this  day.'    (Wotton,  1741.)    The  quartering  seems  to  date 

from  1174.    See  below].     He  married  the  daughter  of  Galfrey .    William 

Chamberlain,  lord  of  North  Riston,  was  son  of  Richard:  he  also  was  lord  chamber- 
lain to  king  Henry  the  Second,  and  married  the  daughter  of  Clifton :  he  had  taken 
prisoner  Robert  de  Bellemont,  earl  of  Millain  in  Normandy,  and  earl  of  Leicester 
in  England,  commonly  called  Blanchmaines,  who  had  taken  part  with  young  king 
Henry  against  the  king  his  father;  and  for  this  service  the  king  granted  him  to 
quarter  the  arms  of  the  earl  of  Leicester  with  the  arms  of  Tankervile,  in  the  year 
1174.  Robert  Chamberlain  was  son  of  William.  Sir  Richard  Chamberlain  was 
son  of  Robert:  he  married  Jane  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Gatesden.  Sir  Robert 
Chamberlain,  son  of  sir  Richard,  married  the  daughter  of  Griffeth  of  Northamp- 
tonshire. Sir  John  Chamberlain  was  son  of  sir  Robert:  he  married  Jane,  daughter 
and  heir  of  John  Mortein  [son  of  Sir  John  Mortein,  and  grandson  of  Sir  Nicholas 
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Mortein]  descended  from  an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  and  whose  mother  was 
dauf^hter  and  heir  of  [Richard]  Ekney  [of  Ekney  in  Buckinghamshire].  Sir  Richard 
Chaniherlain,  son  of  sir  John,  married  Jane  daughter  of  sir  John  Reins,  of  Clifton 
Reins  [in  Buckinghamshire.     She  died  11  Henry  IV]. 

"Sir  Richard  Chamberlain,  eldest  son  of  sir  Richard,  was  settled  at  Sherborne 
in  Oxfordshire:  his  posterity  continued  there  until  John  Chamberlain,  the  last 
of  that  branch,  died  in  the  reign  of  king  James  the  First,  and  left  two  daughters 
coheiresses:  the  elder  daughter  was  first  married  to  sir  Thomas  Gage  [of  Firle,  in 
Sussex,  Bart.]  and  afterwards  to  sir  William  Goring  of  [Burton]  Sussex;  the  younger 
daughter  was  married  to  the  lord  Abergavenny.  ['Francis  Chamberlayne,  Esq., 
late  ^lember  of  Parliament  for  New-Shoreham,  and  Richard  Chamberlayne,  Esq., 
of  Princethorpe,  in  Com.  Warwick,  were  descended  from  this  branch  of  the  Cham- 
berlaynes.  Which  Richard  Chamberlayne.  Esq.,  was  late  High-Sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Essex,  and  married  Sarah,  daughter  and  heir  of  JefFery  Stanes,  Esq., 
of  Ryes  in  Essex,  by  whom  he  has  only  one  Son,  Stanes  Chamberlayne.'  W^otton, 
1741.] 

"John  Chamberlain,  of  Hopton  in  Derbyshire,  [Esq.]  was  second  son  of  sir 
Richard  the  elder,  and  brother  to  sir  Richard  Chamberlain  the  younger:  he  married 
[Alice]  the  daughter  of  Bensted.  Thomas  Chamberlain  was  son  of  John:  he  mar- 
ried Isabel  the  daughter  of  Knifton.  John  Chamberlain,  son  of  Thomas,  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Elton.  John  Chamberlain,  son  of  John,  married  Agnes  the 
daughter  of  Keynes  [Reynes  ?].  William  Chamberlain,  son  of  the  last  John,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Fleming  of  Dartmouth. 

"Sir  Thomas  Chamberlain  of  Presbury,  son  of  William,  married  Anne  Van- 
der-Zenny,  of  the  house  of  Nassaw  of  the  Low  Countries:  his  second  wife  was 

Elizabeth  daughter  of  sir  John  Luddington,  and  widow  of  Machine, 

from  whom  are  descended  the  Chamberlains  of  Maugersbury  ['whose  heir-general 
is  Edmund  Chamberlayne,  Esq.  Of  this  family  is  also  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Chamberlayne,  D.  D.,  Dean  of  Bristol,  and  Chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  Majesty.' 
Wotton,  1741].     His  third  wife  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Kirkeet,  and  [half]  sister  of 

sir Monke  of  Devonshire,  grandfather  to  the  duke  of  Albermarle,  from 

whom  are  descended  the  Chamberlains  of  Oddington  ['which  said  family  is  lately 
extinct.'  Wotton,  1741].  This  sir  Thomas  was  eminent  for  his  publick  services: 
he  was  ambassador  in  the  reigns  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  king  Edward  the  Sixth, 
and  queen  Elizabeth.  ['A  younger  brother  to  this  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlayne, 
w^as  William  Chamberlayne,  Esq.,  who  settled  in  Ireland,  and  left  one  son  Thomas; 
who  applying  himself  to  the  study  of  the  laws  of  England,  and  being  eminent  in 
his  profession,  was  first  knighted  by  King  James  I,  and  soon  after  advanced  by 
him  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  Chester.'  (Wotton.)  His  biography  is  given  in  the 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  edited  by  Sidney  Lee.  He  died  in  16'-25,  leav- 
ing two  sons.  The  younger,  George  Chamberlayne,  Esq..  of  Wardington,  Oxford- 
shire, 'married  Anne  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Saltinstall,  of  South  Okingdon,  in 
Essex,  Knt.,  and  left  issue;  from  whom  is  descended  the  present  George  Chamber- 
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layne,  of  Wardington,  Esq.,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Buckingham,  who  married 
a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  Knt.'  (Wotton,  1741.)  Thomas  Chamberlayne 
of  Wickham,  in  Oxfordshire,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  Chief-Justice  of  Chester, 
'in  consideration  of  his  distinguished  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  in  the  time  of  the 
great  rebellion,  and  of  his  ancient  descent,'  was  created  a  Baronet  by  King  Charles  I, 
February  4,  1642.  Sir  James  Chamberlayne,  'captain  in  the  Royal  Regiment  of 
horse-guards,  commonly  call'd  the  blue  guards,'  was  Baronet  when  Wotton  wrote 
in  1741.] 

AUTHORITIES 

Sir  Robert  Atkyns,  The  Ancient  and  Present  State  of  Glocestershire,  p.  365. 
Thomas  Wotton,  The  English  Baronetage,  ed.  1741,  vol.  2,  pp.  374-378. 

The  Visitation  of  Oxfordshire  in  1566  and  1574,  printed  in  the  Publications  of  the  Harleian 
Society,  vol.  5,  pp.  235-237. 
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CHAMBERLAIN  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA 


ANNUAL  MEETING  Of  1908 

The  scene  of  the  annual  gathering  of  1908,  the  eleventh,  was  again  the 
Parker  House,  Boston,  The  Executive  Committee  met  at  ten  o'clock.  At 
noon  the  President  of  the  Association,  General  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  held 
a  reception;  and  later  the  company  adjourned  to  the  Crystal  Dining  Room  for 
luncheon. 

After  the  good  things  provided  by  "mine  host"  had  been  discussed  and 
secluded,  the  President  introduced  Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  who  spoke  briefly 
of  the  life-work  of  Rev.  Dr.  Jacob  Chamberlain,  physician,  explorer,  scholar, 
and  preacher.  Jacob  Chamberlain  went  in  1859,  to  India,  where  he  labored 
as  a  missionary  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Being  able  to  speak  in  several  of  the 
native  dialects,  he  was  equipped  for  work  of  wide  extent,  which  included  a 
revision  of  the  Bible  in  the  Telugu  language.  He  was  the  father  of  Jacob 
Chester  Chamberlain,  who  died  some  two  years  ago. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Strong's  address,  the  President  spoke  of  the 
absence  from  the  meeting  of  General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain,  who  is  ill  at  his 
home  in  Barre.  This  is  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  from  which 
he  has  been  absent.     On  motion,  a  telegram  of  sympathy  was  sent  to  him. 

Following  this  came  an  interesting  speech  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Walling,  whose 
mother  was  a  Chamberlain.  He  has  but  recently  joined  the  Association,  but 
evinced  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a  veteran.  He  read  a  paper  prepared  by  his 
father,  which  gave  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  his  grandfather  Chamberlain. 

Eugene  Chamberlin  of  New  York,  began  a  picturesque  and  eloquent 
address  with  the  dictum:  "As  by  the  grace  of  Providence  we  meet  again,  each 
one  present  should  offer  something  in  honor  of  the  name  we  bear."  He  was 
proud  of  his  name  and  of  his  descent,  for  it  was  becoming  more  and  more  of 
an  honor  to  trace  descent  from  a  grandfather  who  was  born  in  this  country. 
In  the  great  city  of  New  York  with  its  millions  of  people,  there  were  barely 
eighty  thousand  whose  fathers  were  natives  of  this  land.  One  of  his  ancestors, 
John  by  name,  was  scourged  nine  times  because  he  would  not  forego  his  faith, 
and  another,  William  of  Connecticut,  proved  his  virility  by  raising  so  many 
children  they  were  never  counted.  The  speaker's  great  grandfather  was  one 
of  the  party  who  helped  Washington  cross  the  Delaware.  His  father  served 
through  the  Civil  War  in  the  25th  Ohio.  He  finished  his  address  with  an 
eloquent  tribute  to  the  strong  sterling  qualities  of  the  men  who  had  borne  the 
name  of  Chamberlain. 

Mr.  Kendall  extended  an  invitation  to  the  members  to  visit  his  home  at 
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Holden  on  the  morrow.     "The  calf  has  not  fatted  worth  a  cent,  but  two  young 
pigs  have  offered  themselves,  and  we  hope  that  all  of  you  will  try  their  flavor." 

Mr.  George  W.  Adams  of  Dorchester,  was  proud  of  the  sweet-natured  little 
woman  who  had  been  by  his  side  for  forty-three  years,  and  who  had  made  him 
feel  it  an  honor  to  be  a  member  of  this  Association. 

Vice  President  Emerson  Chamberlin  was  next  called  upon.  He  thanked 
the  assemblage  for  conferring  upon  him  the  honor  of  his  election,  and 
expressed  his  pride  in  being  connected  with  a  family  which  had  produced  so 
many  strong,  purposeful  men  and  women.  His  descendants  would  be  proud 
of  the  honor. 

Mrs.  Austin  sang  several  songs,  and  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  of 
Chicago,  and  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlain  of  Brookline,  added  their  quota  of 
speechmaking.  Miss  Jessie  Chamberlin  of  Texas,  gave  an  interesting  sketch 
of  a  four  years'  tour  through  Europe  and  Egypt.  In  Germany  she  happened 
upon  a  Chamberlain  who  was  a  scholar  of  note,  his  specialty  being  history. 

Hon.  Milton  Reed  said  he  was  a  stranger  within  our  gates,  a  trespasser, 
who  had  been  helped  over  the  fence  by  his  old  friend.  Dr.  George  M,  Cham- 
berlin of  Chicago.     His  witty  sallies  brought  hearty  applause. 

After  Miss  Ella  Chamberlin  had  delighted  the  assemblage  with  music, 
the  business  of  the  Association  was  disposed  of, — chiefly  matters  of  routine 
and  the  election  of  officers  for  the  year. 

The  Association  adjourned.  Montague  Chamberlain, 

Recordiiiz  Secretary. 


-a 


SOCIAL  GATHERINGS  OF  1908 

This  year  we  followed  the  advice  of  our  President  to  be  social,  and  after 
the  annual  meeting  most  of  the  members  adjourned  in  the  evening  to  the 
home  of  the  Misses  Chamberlain  on  Exeter  Park,  in  Cambridge,  for  an 
informal  reception  and  social  time,  with  vocal  and  instrumental  music  inter- 
spersed. Miss  Alice  M.  Raymond  opened  with  a  brilliant  piano  solo ;  two  of 
our  well-known  members,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Austin  and  Miss  Jessie  Chamberlin, 
favored  us  with  sweet  old-time  songs;  and  after  refreshments.  Miss  Ella 
Chamberlin  delighted  all  with  her  wonderful  bird-like  warblings.  All  were 
much  pleased  because  the  President,  Gen.  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain,  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Allen,  were  able  to  be  present.  The  next  day  found  a  large 
and  merry  party  ready  for  the  delightful  trolley  ride  from  Park  Square, 
Boston,  to  Worcester  and  Paradise  Hill,  Holden,  where  they  were  met  by 
members  of  the  Kendall  family  with  carriages  and  automobiles  to  take  them 
up  the  hill  to  the  family  home.  Tables  were  set  on  the  spacious  lawn  in  the 
rear  of  the  house,  in  the  form  of  a  square.  With  appetites  sharpened  by  the 
long  ride,  all  were  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  bountiful  dinner.     The  vegetables 
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and  the  fruits  were  the  products  of  the  farm,  and  were  most  deliciously  cooked, 
and  served  to  the  enjoyment  of  all.  Appetites  being  appeased,  Mr.  James 
Kendall  asked  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  to  take  charge  of  the 
program.  Judge  Wm.  T.  Forbes  of  Worcester,  referred  to  the  severe  illness  of 
General  Robert  Chamberlain,  and  of  Gen.  S.  E.  Chamberlain,  and  moved  that 
an  expression  of  sympathy  be  sent  to  them,  which  motion  was  unanimously 
carried.  Dr.  E.  E.  Strong  and  Mr.  James  H.  Walling  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
made  a  few  brief  remarks.  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Smiley  read  an  interesting  letter 
and  poem  from  Mrs.  Jane  Moore  of  Ohio,  one  of  our  members.  Dr.  George 
M.  ChamberHn  indulged  in  a  few  facetious  remarks,  and  introduced  his  old- 
time  friend  and  fellow-traveller,  Hon.  Milton  Reed  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  who 
entertained  the  company  with  witty  anecdotes  and  brilliant  remarks,  produc- 
ing much  merriment.  After  these  pleasantries,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  to  a 
pine  grove,  called  the  "Pine  Parlor",  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Walling 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  received  the  congratulations  of  the  members  on  the 
twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  Mrs.  Walling's  maiden  name 
being  Pine,  the  guests,  in  appreciation  of  his  great  admiration  for  the  Pine 
family,  decked  themselves  with  a  sprig  from  the  trees,  and  formed  in  line  to 
greet  them.  Later  Mr.  Kendall,  Senior,  conducted  the  party  over  the  estate 
and  showed  the  points  of  interest.  His  robust  form  and  the  healthful  glow  on 
his  face  spoke  well  for  the  climate  of  Paradise  Hill,  and  you  will  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  B.  Caswell  have  decided  to  build 
them  a  home  there.  All  too  soon  the  setting  sun  warned  the  party  that  it 
was  time  to  bid  good-by  to  Paradise  Hill.  All  seemed  to  feel  that  the  day 
had  been  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the  society;  and  with  many  kindly 
wishes  and  adieus,  they  turned  their  faces  homeward,  only  regretting  that  all 
of  our  members  could  not  have  been  there  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  scenery,  and 
the  hospitality  offered  on  this  occasion.  A.  M.  C. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

The  eleventh  annual  meeting  finds  us  assembled  again  in  the  Parker 
House,  which  has  now  become  almost  a  Boston  home  for  this  organization. 
Our  Report  has  been  so  recently  issued,  and  our  Recording  Secretary  has  given 
so  full  an  account  of  the  meeting  last  year  that  I  will  only  refer  to  two  or 
three  items.  We  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  having  invited  guests  with  us,  which 
added  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  One  family  represented  three  genera- 
tions of  the  name  of  Chamberlin,  from  sweet  sixteen  to  over  eighty  years  of 
age.  We  refer  to  the  twin  brothers,  Hon.  Albert  and  Augustus  Chamberlin 
of  North  Abington,  Mass.,  and  their  descendants.  Miss  Lila  A.  Chamberlin, 
the  granddaughter,  favored  us  with  music. 

We  have  added  twenty-three  names  to  our  membership,  so  we  are  verg- 
ing toward  four  hundred  names  on  our  record  book.     Only  three  deaths  have 
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been  recorded  the  past  year,  but  we  have  lost  our  Honorary  Life  Member, 
Rev.  Jacob  Chamberlain  of  India,  who  died  with  the  harness  on.  Although 
partially  paralyzed,  he  continued  working  on  his  Telugu  Bible  Dictionary, 
hoping  to  complete  it  during  his  life-time.  After  the  death  of  the  venerable 
Dr.  Paton,  it  was  stated  that  Dr.  Chamberlain,  with  his  forty-seven  years  of 
service,  had  the  longest  record  of  any  living  missionary  in  the  foreign  field. 
He  had  a  varied  experience  as  a  physician  as  well  as  a  missionary.  Colonel 
Simon  E.  Chamberlin,  one  of  our  Vice  Presidents,  died  last  spring;  he  had  a 
remarkably  brilliant  and  patriotic  record  during  the  Civil  War,  being  one  of 
the  leading  factors  in  saving  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  time  that 
the  Confederate  General,  Jubal  Early,  made  his  raid  in  1864,  followed  by  the 
battle  of  Fort  Stevens.  An  interesting  account  of  the  part  that  he  took  in 
helping  to  save  the  Nation's  Capital,  was  written  by  Captain  Henry  A.  Castle 
of  Minnesota,  and  published  in  the  Natioiiiil  Tribune  Repository,  November, 
1907.  I  wish  that  we  had  the  space  to  print  the  article  in  full  to  do  justice 
to  the  memory  of  such  a  brave  man.  We  have  received  his  photograph,  taken 
twenty-five  years  before  his  death.  He  was  a  great  sufferer  from  rheumatism, 
contracted  during  the  war,  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  but  bore  it  with  remark- 
able fortitude  and  patience.  Mr.  William  Hayes  of  Minnesota,  informs  us  of 
the  death,  in  January,  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Prentiss  Hayes. 

The  Biennial  Report  seems  to  have  given  general  satisfaction  to  our 
members.  Our  President  writes  that  it  is  not  only  the  largest  but  the  finest 
that  the  society  has  published.  Vice  President  Thomas  Chamberlin  said  that 
it  was  the  banner  Report  of  the  society.  The  illustrations  are  especially  fine, 
and  the  Grafton  Press  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  society.  Several  of  our 
members  loaned  plates  and  photographs  for  this  number,  for  which  we  return 
thanks.  Prof.  Paul  M,  Chamberlain  of  Chicago,  sent  generously  550  pictures 
of  his  late  father,  Hon.  Henry  Chamberlain  of  Michigan,  to  be  bound  in  the 
Report.  Last  year  it  was  suggested  that  fifty  dollars  be  spent  in  preparing  a 
genealogy  of  four  or  five  generations  of  each  of  the  five  or  six  branches  in  the 
society.  The  Executive  Committee  selected  the  New  England  pioneer,  Henry 
of  Hingham,  for  the  first  branch,  and  they  will,  we  trust,  continue  in  the  same  line. 

On  account  of  services  rendered  during  the  Civil  War,  we  learn,  Mr,  Roe 
Reisinger  of  Franklin,  Penn.,  was  awarded  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor, 
February  2,  1907,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  His  only 
son  is  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  and  a  Lieutenant  in  the  27th  U.  S.  Infantr)^ 

Some  of  us  received  a  pleasant  call  from  President  McKendree  H. 
Chamberlin,  when  on  a  trip  to  the  East.  The  Chase-Chace  Family  Reunion 
at  the  Vendome  was  a  very  fine  affair;  some  Chamberlains  are  connected 
with  that  family. 

The  account  printed  of  Col.  Harding's  search  for  his  wife's  ancestors  is 
both  interesting  and  stimulating,  and  may  lead  others  to  attempt  the  same 
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thing.  We  need  the  cooperation  of  every  member  in  finding  "missing  links". 
When  all  of  the  members  of  an  organization  spring  from  a  common  ancestor, 
the  work  of  tracing  the  line  of  descent  is  usually  an  easy  task;  but  with  five 
or  six  branches,  with  several  progenitors,  who  settled  in  different  states  at 
various  times,  with  twenty-three  variations  of  spelling  the  name,  the  work  is 
more  complicated.  When  the  society  was  first  formed  there  were  compara- 
tively few  family  genealogies  published,  nor  were  there  many  "Vital  Records" 
of  historic  towns.  Now  that  patriotic  societies  are  printing  such  statistics 
year  by  year,  let  me  urge  you  to  consult  the  records  of  the  towns  where  your 
forefathers  lived;  you  may  thus  find  valuable  data  or  "missing  links".  The 
work  is  growing  easier  in  many  respects.  Allow  me  to  relate  an  incident  to 
encourage  and  stimulate  you  to  research.  General  William  Chamberlain  of 
Hopkinton,  Mass.,  later  of  Vermont,  wrote  out  for  his  descendants  a  sketch 
of  what  he  had  learned  of  his  ancestors.  In  it  he  stated  that  John,  the  son  of 
Jacob  Chamberlain  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  had  four  sons;  two  went  to  western 
New  York,  then  a  wilderness,  and  two  settled  in  Jaffrey,  N.  H.  In  after  years 
frequent  inquiries  for  those  sons  failed  to  find  the  lost  tribe  of  Israel,  until 
the  year  before  this  Association  was  organized,  the  clue  that  General  Cham- 
berlain left  was  followed  in  New  Hampshire,  and  a  connecting  link  was  found 
in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  After  examining  files  of  old  letters,  visiting  ceme- 
teries, consulting  dates  in  family  Bibles  and  in  the  Hopkinton  and  Chelsea 
records,  it  was  found  that  dates  and  names  harmonized,  although  all  trace  of 
the  New  York  and  the  New  Hampshire  contingents  had  been  lost  for  half  a 
century  or  more.  So  many  family  ties  have  now  been  established,  that  it 
seems  very  possible  that  many  New  England  Chamberlains  may  find  they  are 
connected.  This  society  never  seemed  more  hopeful  than  to-day.  We  begin  to 
see  some  of  the  fruitage  of  our  work ;  and  if  it  proves  as  hopeful  as  our  com- 
mittee seem  to  believe  it  will,  the  day-dawn  will  soon  overspread  our  horizon, 
and  not  many  years  need  elapse  before  all  will  find  their  lost  tribes  of  Israel. 
Thanking  you  all  again  for  the  expressions  of  kind  forbearance  and 
patience,  as  well  as  for  your  hopefulness  in  the  work  for  the  future,  we  close 
with  friendly  greetings  to  all. 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  Faithfully  submitted, 

September  9,  1908.  Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

In  accou7tt  with  the  Chamberlain  Association 
From  August  i,  1907,  to  September  9,  1908 

1907.  Dr. 

Aug.      I.     Balance  on  hand,  ;?28i.44 

Yearly  fees,  •                                                             228.00 

New  members,  23.00 

Exchange  on  check,  .10 

Sale  of  reports,  18.25 


1907. 


^550-79 
Cr. 

Aug.      I.     Expenses  of  annual  meeting,  %  9.00 
190S. 

March  6.     Paid  Louis  F.  Weston,  printing  1,000  application  papers,  9.50 

March  7.     Paid  George  W.  Chamberlain, genealogical  work,  50.00 

April.            W.  J.  Dobinson  Engraving  Co.,  12  plates  for  pictures  for  reports,  30-55 

July       2.     Samuel  Ward,  envelopes  for  reports,  4.67 

Express  on  reports,  590 

Typewriting  for  reports,  4.00 

Grafton  Press,  New  York,  printing  550  reports,  176.25 

Exchange  check,  -lo 

July     31.     Louis  F.  Weston,  printing  450  notices  of  meeting  September  9,  2.50 

Postage,  envelopes,  paper,  etc.,  4484 

^337-31 
1907. 

Sept.  27.     Deposited  in  Quincy  Savings  Bank,  $150.00 

1908. 
Sept.     9.     Balance  in  hands  of  Assistant  Treasurer,  63.48 

$550-79 
Total  sum  in  Quincy  vSavings  Bank,  $710.70 

Sophia  A.  Chamberlai.n  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 
Correct: 

Lewis  J.  Bird. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  1909 

The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  at  the  Parker 
House,  September  15,  1909.  Fifty  people  from  ten  states  gathered  for  the 
social  hour  from  twelve  to  one.  The  two  members  who  came  from  the 
greatest  distances  were  found  to  be  our  genial  Vice  President,  Dr.  George  M. 
Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  and  Mr.  William  C.  Chamberlain  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
who,  though  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Association,  had  never  before 
attended  one  of  the  reunions. 

At  one  o'clock  the  mirrors  of  the  Crystal  Room  reflected  a  joyous 
company,  who  questioned  the  red  and  white  roses  strewn  on  the  table,  not 
knowing  whether  our  English  ancestors  followed  the  house  of  Lancaster  or  of 
York.  It  was  hoped  that  some  day  the  Committee  on  English  Ancestry 
might  inform  us  whether  the  white  or  the  red  rose  were  the  more  appropriate 
decoration  for  a  Chamberlain  gathering,  or  at  least  enable  us  to  divide  the 
red  and  the  white  roses  justly  when  the  dinner  ended. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  called  the  company  to  order  as  the  coffee  was 
passed.  He  spoke  of  the  illness  of  our  President,  Major-General  Joshua  L. 
Chamberlain,  LL.D.  A  special  delivery  letter  from  Major-General  Chamber- 
lain was  read  wishing  us  all  well  and  regretting  that  he  had  not,  as  he  had 
hoped,  recovered  sufficiently  from  a  severe  illness  to  endure  the  journey  from 
Portland  to  Boston.  Dr.  Strong  referred  to  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  until 
this  twelfth  annual  meeting,  our  President  had  never  been  absent  but  once. 
He  spoke  especially  of  his  worth  as  a  man,  delivering  an  eulogy  that  was 
heartily  applauded.  He  appointed  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  and  Mr.  P.  M, 
Chamberlain  a  committee  to  prepare  and  dispatch  a  telegram  expressive  of 
our  sorrow  at  his  absence,  and  our  hopes  for  his  recovery. 

The  first  speaker  of  the  day  was  a  guest,  Hon.  Milton  Reed,  who  gave  a 
most  delightful  account  of  his  journey  around  the  world  through  the  northern 
half  of  the  two  hemispheres.  He  had  but  one  regret, — that  he  had  not  known 
how  easy  it  was  to  make  a  dash  to  the  North  Pole,  so  that  he  might  have  won 
for  us  the  laurels  that  Dr.  Cook  was  enjoying,  instead  of  wandering  as  he 
did  an  ungarlanded  stranger  through  the  courts  of  the  University  at  Copen- 
hagen. When  he  ended  his  lively  account  of  many  lands  and  peoples.  Miss 
Ella  Chamberlin  charmed  us  with  her  musical  whistling. 

Rev.  Lewis  Cornish  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  explained  the  plan  to  erect  at 
Hingham,  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000,  a  tower  with  a  chime  of  bells  as  a 
memorial  to  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  on  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  town.  The  name  of  Henry  Chamberlin 
will  appear  on  the  tower  on  a  tablet  listing  the  first  settlers,  and  Mr.  Cornish 
wished  that  the  name  of  every  one  of  his  descendants  might  appear  in  the 
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Book  of  Donors  that  will  be  preserved  in  the  tower.  He  asked  the  Associa- 
tion to  appoint  a  committee.  The  chair  named  Col.  William  J.  Harding,  Mr. 
Eugene  Chamberlin  of  Brooklyn,  and  Miss  J.  C.  Watts,  with  power  to  increase 
their  number. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Austin  entertained  the  company  with  songs,  accompanied  on 
the  piano  by  Mrs.  Noah  Curtis.  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Smiley  of  Holyoke,  Mass., 
read  a  poem  by  Mr.  William  R.  Chamberlain  of  Chicago,  entitled  "A  Dream", 
a  fond  dream  of  a  visit  to  historic  Massachusetts  and  the  Chamberlain  reunion. 

Dr.  Strong  was  compelled  to  withdraw,  and  resigned  the  chair  to  Dr. 
George  M.  Chamberlin,  who  was  compelled  to  accept  the  honor  because  a 
Crystal  Room  offers  no  hiding  places.  He  charged  his  reverend  brother  with 
breach  of  promise,  desertion,  and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  but 
the  Association,  though  entertained  by  his  complaint,  refused  to  entertain  it, 
and  gave  their  departing  officer  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Chamberlain  Brown,  grandson  of  Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain,  contrib- 
uted a  brief  item  concerning  Chamberlain  Falls  in  Africa.  Mr.  Edwin  M. 
Chamberlain  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  told  us  briefly  how  he  heard  of  the  Chamber- 
lain Association  through  Senator  Chamberlain  of  Oregon.  Mr.  Pierson  M. 
Chamberlain,  one  of  our  Vice  Presidents,  brought  us  news  of  the  New  Jersey 
Chamberlain  Reunion  Association.  His  speech  was  followed  by  a  piano  solo 
by  Miss  Elizabeth  O.  Chamberlain  of  Concord,  N.  H.  Mr.  George  W.  Adams 
of  Dorchester,  gave  an  interesting  memorial  sketch  of  the  life  and  personality 
of  his  wife's  brother,  Dr.  Albert  H.  Chamberlain  of  London,  England, — also 
dentist  to  Queen  Margarita  of  Italy.  Brief  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  James 
H.  Walling  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  by  others. 

Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  called  the  business  meeting  to  order  and,  as 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  resigned  the  chair  tempora- 
rily to  Mr.  Martin  H.  Chamberlin  of  Rutland,  Vt.  Miss  Jenny  Chamberlain 
Watts  was  appointed  by  the  chair  Secretary //-<?  tern.  Owing  to  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the  Secretaries  and  of  the  Treasurer 
was  waived,  and  the  reports  were  ordered  placed  on  file  and  printed.  Dr. 
George  M.  Chamberlin  presented  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee, 
which  was  accepted.     The  officers  so  nominated  were  elected. 

The  Association  voted  :  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to 
appropriate  money,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  for  the  genealogical  work  outlined 
in  the  letter  of  Judge  William  T.  Forbes,  chairman  of  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  secure  genealogical  material  to  be  printed  with  the  annual  reports. 

The  business  meeting  was  declared  adjourned  sine  die. 

Jenny  Chamberlain  Watts, 

Secretary  pro  fern. 
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September  finds  many  of  our  members  here  again  surrounding  the  festal 
board,  renewing  old  friendships,  listening  to  each  other's  joys  and  sorrows, 
and  learning  something  of  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  society.  Our 
ambition  is  gratified  by  having  over  four  hundred  names  recorded  in  our  list 
of  members  since  its  formation.  Year  after  year  brings  changes,  but  only 
fifty  deaths  have  been  reported  during  the  past  eleven  years.  We  shall  all 
miss  from  our  annual  meetings  the  kindly  face  and  stalwart  form  of  our 
Senior  Vice  President,  Brigadier-General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  of  Barre 
Plains,  Mass.  A  grand,  courageous  kinsman  and  officer  has  gone  home  after 
his  patriotic  service  for  his  country  !  Shall  we  ever  forget  his  entertaining 
stories  and  anecdotes  ?  Our  sympathies  have  been  extended  to  his  beloved 
wife  and  family.  Those  who  were  privileged  to  attend  his  funeral  at  Mount 
Auburn  Chapel  will  not  soon  forget  the  loving  tribute  paid  by  his  soldier- 
comrades  of  the  Mexican  and  Civil  wars,  nor  the  music  by  the  quartette. 
One  of  our  most  esteemed  charter  members,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Kimball  of  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  has  passed  away,  followed  soon  after  by  her  husband,  leaving  an 
only  son,  Mr.  Elliot  C.  Kimball,  whom  we  most  cordially  welcome  as  a 
new  member.  She  was  a  superior  woman,  a  niece  of  the  well-known  railroad 
and  bridge  contractor  and  builder,  Mr.  Selah  Chamberlain  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  a  cousin  of  Lady  Naylor-Leyland  of  London.  We  have  learned  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Edward  W.  Chamberlain,  a  lawyer  in  New  York  City,  on  Janu- 
ary 18,  1908.  Many  may  recall  the  presence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain 
at  our  annual  meeting  three  years  since.  We  are  happy  to  have  had  fifteen 
accessions  to  fill  the  vacancies  by  death  in  our  Association. 

Some  of  our  members  from  a  distance  manifest  much  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  this  organization  by  their  gifts,  and  others  by  striving  to  enlist 
their  friends.  Mr.  Emerson  Chamberlin  of  New  York  City,  sent  generously 
a  type-written  copy  of  his  ancestry ;  also  quite  an  account  of  Dr.  Hugo 
Chamberlen  of  London,  England,  with  a  fine  photograph  of  himself.  General 
Frank  Chamberlain  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  presented  us  with  a  copy  of  his 
interesting  book,  "  The  Hudson  Tercentenary,  an  Historical  Retrospect". 
Commissioner  Eugene  T.  Chamberlain  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Mr.  Charles 
A.  Chamberlain  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  have  favored  us  with  their  photographs, 
and  we  have  one  from  Mrs.  H.  P.  Kimball.  Mr.  W.  H.  Chamberlin  of 
Chicago,  wrote  one  of  his  "  Dreams  "  in  verse  for  our  annual  meeting.  Mr. 
William  C.  Chamberlain  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  sent  his  copy  of  the  favorite  coat 
of  arms  of  one  branch  of  the  Chamberlain  family,  which  his  cousin  in  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  obtained  when  in  England ;  also  an  autograph  letter  from  Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain,    when    Colonial    Secretary   of   Great    Britain.     Mr,     Sylvester 
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Chamberlain  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has  deposited  his  genealogy  with  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  been  helpful  in  many  ways.  Mrs.  Isabella  W.  Ball,  Associate 
Editor  of  the  Nafiofial  Tribune  of  Washington,  D.  C,  has  kindly  presented 
two  interesting  books  relating  to  the  Civil  War,  "  Washington  during  War 
Times"  and  "When  and  Where  We  Met  Each  Other,"  a  list  of  battles  and 
places  from  1861  to  1866.  By  means  of  her  photograph  some  of  us  have 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  new  member.  Miss  S,  Belle  Chamberlain,  State 
Superintendent  of  Education  in  Idaho.  The  Governor  of  Oregon  has  become 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States  and  sends  his  greetings  to  all.  Our  worthy 
kinsman,  Mr.  Warren  Chamberlain  of  Honolulu,  has  sent  more  of  their 
historical  literature,  the  Fifty-Seventh  Report  of  the  Hawaiian  Missionary 
Children's  Society  for  1909.  In  it  are  letters  from  Mr.  Levi  Chamberlain, 
his  father.  Also  two  of  their  newspapers  have  arrived,  showing  that  those 
distant  possessions  of  the  United  States  keep  in  touch  with  the  central  gov- 
ernment and  country.  No  doubt  they  are  now  discussing  the  North  Pole, 
Cook  or  Peary? 

In  our  next  Chamberlain  Biennial  Report  we  expect  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  the  William  of  Billerica  Branch  for  the  first  four  generations, 
and  trust  that  some  members  will  be  able  to  connect  themselves  with  that 
family.  The  Executive  Board  plan  to  continue  the  genealogy  of  the  other 
branches,  and  hope  to  press  the  work  to  completion.  We  thank  you  all 
heartily  for  your  helpfulness  in  so  many  ways,  and  trust  you  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  the  Report.     With  best  wishes  for  the  coming  year. 

Very  sincerely  submitted, 

Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain. 
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III  accotmt  with  the  Chamberlain  Association 
From  September  9,  1908,  to  September  15,  1909 

1908.  dr- 

Sept.    9.     Balance  on  hand,  $  63.48 

Yearly  fees,  223.00 

New  members,  20.00 

Exchange  check,  -lo 

Sale  of  reports,  26.55 


1908.  Cr. 

Sept.    9.     Expenses  of  annual  meetmg, 

Printing  and  sending  notices, 

Postage,  envelopes,  etc.. 

Express  on  plates. 

Exchange  check, 

^42.94 

1908. 

Dec.     8.     Deposited  with  Central  Trust  Co.,  Cambridge,  t  30.00 

1909. 

March.        Deposited  with  Central  Trust  Co.,  30.00 

Sept.  15.     Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  230.19 

fe33-i3 


fo33-i3 

$  3-00 

8.75 

28.84 

2.25 

.10 

Total  sum  in  Quincy  Savings  Bank,  $781.70 

Total  sum  in  Central  Trust  Co.,  61.07 

Sophia  A.  Chamberlain  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 
March  8,  19 10. 

Correct :     Lewis  J.  Bird. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  1910 

The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Chamberlain  Association  was  held 
at  the  Parker  House,  Boston,  on  Friday,  July  8,  19  lo.  Major-General  Joshua 
L.  Chamberlain  and  three  Vice  Presidents,  Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  of 
Auburndale,  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Emerson  Cham- 
berliii  of  New  York  City,  met  the  members  at  an  informal  reception  from 
twelve  to  one,  when  a  march,  played  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Raymond  of  Cam- 
bridge, summoned  the  company  to  luncheon  in  the  Crystal  Room. 

A  telegram  had  been  received  from  Washington,  D.  C,  from  Senator 
George  E.  Chamberlain,  who  was  expected  to  deliver  the  address  of  the  day, 
regretting  that  illness  in  his  family  prevented  him  from  attending  the  gather- 
ing, and  expressing  a  "hope  that  the  occasion  may  be  a  most  delightful  one 
to  the  whole  membership  of  the  Association  who  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  present,  and  profitable  as  well  to  them  as  to  the  absent  ones."  After 
the  banquet,  Major-General  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain  called  on  Judge  William 
T.  Forbes  of  Worcester,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  begin  the 
speechmaking.  He  had  prepared,  he  said,  no  set  speech  for  the  occasion,  but 
as  Senator  Hoar  remarked  of  a  politician,  he  could  always  speak, — he  did  it 
to  rest  his  brain.  There  followed  a  witty  address,  which  added  to  the  mer- 
riment of  the  gathering,  especially  when  Judge  Forbes  related  a  personal 
experiment  on  an  Englishman  who  could  see  no  fun  in  Mark  Twain's  writings. 
At  the  close  he  referred  to  the  splendid  services  in  the  Civil  War  of  two  of 
our  members  who  can  meet  with  us  no  more,  General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain 
of  Barre,  and  General  Robert  H.  Chamberlain  of  Worcester. 

Rev.  John  Chamberlain  of  New  York  City,  chaplain  to  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  assured  us  that  it  was  his  intention  to  be  brief  lest  his  hearers  regret 
that  he  did  not  belong  to  the  class  he  served.  His  wife  was  the  genealogist 
of  his  family.  Her  researches  led  him  to  feel  that  if  he  passed  the  name 
down  as  honored  as  he  received  it,  he  would  do  well.  Miss  Gertrude  Cham- 
berlin favored  us  with  a  selection  from  "Carmen"  arranged  for  the  piano. 
The  pleasure  of  hearing  her  we  have  missed  for  several  years.  She  brought 
with  her,  as  one  result  of  her  wanderings  in  Europe,  a  stone  from  Tankerville 
Castle  in  Normandy,  and  a  view  of  the  castle.  A  scion  of  this  noble  house 
bore  first  the  name  of  Chamberlain  in  England. 

Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  told  of  last  summer's  pilgrimage  with  his  son  to 
the  homes  of  their  ancestors  among  the  green  hills  of  Vermont,  and  of  the 
pride  and  respect  that  he  felt  for  his  grandfather,  General  William  Chamberlin. 
Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  complained  that  the  only  thing  he  had 
heard  since  he  arrived  in  Boston  was,  "  Where  is  your  wife  ?"     He  sought  to 
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make  us  believe  that  he  was  of  Irish  descent  by  adding  that  his  chagrin  was 
so  great  that  next  year  he  would  bring  her  and  stay  at  home  himself !  He 
expressed  his  gratification  over  the  honor  accorded  Mrs.  Young  of  Chicago, 
in  her  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  National  Education  Association, 
delivering  quite  an  eulogy  on  this  superior  woman  and  great  organizer,  an 
old  friend  of  his  wife  and  himself.  Dr.  George  M.  Chamberlain  of  Brookline, 
confessed  ingenuously  that  when  he  was  a  student  in  college  he  was  delighted 
to  speak  on  all  occasions,  adding  that  this  desire  had  passed  so  completely 
that  two  years  ago  he  married  a  wife  to  save  him  further  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion. As  she  showed  no  inclination  to  relieve  him  on  this  occasion,  he  con- 
tinued his  entertaining  talk,  confessing  toward  the  end  that  it  was  a  new  thing 
for  him  to  interest  himself  in  genealogy,  and  adding  that  he  was  willing  to 
come  forward  in  the  Association  and  do  what  he  could  to  take  the  place  of 
those  passing  away.  Miss  Ella  Chamberlin  of  Cambridge,  delighted  the 
company  with  her  musical  selections.  Mr.  Edwin  Chamberlin  of  Albany, 
gave  interesting  data  that  he  had  discovered  this  year  concerning  the  Wiscon- 
sin Regiments  in  the  Civil  War.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  himself 
served  in  the  war  from  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Emerson  Chamberlin  wished  the  work  on  English  ancestry  could  be 
revived.  He  felt  that  certain  traits  in  his  character  might  be  accounted  for  if 
he  could  trace  his  descent  from  the  physician,  Hugh  Chamberlen  of  London, 
or  from  the  fighter  who  followed  William  the  Conqueror  to  England,  or  from 
the  traveller  and  scholar,  John  Chamberlain  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  or  from 
the  Quaker  John  Chamberlin  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  He  wished 
this  confusion  as  to  his  own  personality  might  be  dispelled.  He  presented 
the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  recommending  the  reelection  of  the 
present  officers. 

The  Association,  turning  to  the  business  of  the  day,  listened  to  the 
reports  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  the 
Treasurer,  accepted  them  and  ordered  them  placed  on  file.  The  officers 
whose  names  appear  on  the  last  pages  of  this  Report  were  duly  elected. 

Major-General  Joshua  L.  Chamberlain  spoke  eloquently  of  the  aims  of 
this  Association.  Genealogy  was  the  anatomy  of  our  organization.  He 
hoped  this  part  of  our  work  might  be  organized  more  carefully  and  so  as  to 
make  the  records  we  possess  more  accessible  to  all.  The  life  blood  of  the 
Association  was  its  social  life.  The  interchange  of  thoughts  and  ideas  draws 
forth  the  best  that  is  in  us.  Who  knows  how  far  the  influence  of  his  person- 
ality extends  ?  He  wished  we  might  have  better  opportunities  for  sociability, 
that  we  might  plan  again  a  day  out-of-doors  together.  Dr.  E.  Melville  Quinby 
of  England,  delighted  the  company  by  singing  "The  Admiral's  Broom,"  "The 
Curfew,"  and  "The  Bandolera."  Mr.  Raymond  Chamberlain  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  made  a  thoughtful  address,  closing  with  a  reference  to  his  pleasure  in 
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attending  the  meeting  this  year.     His  friends  in  the  New  Jersey  branch  of  the 
family  had  expressed  warmly  their  enjoyment  of  earlier  gatherings. 

It  was  voted  to  send  by  Mr.  Raymond  Chamberlain  an  expression  of 
regard  and  congratulation  to  the  Chamberlain  Reunion  Association  of  New 
Jersey.  It  was  voted  to  send  an  expression  of  sympathy  to  Senator  Cham- 
berlain, and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Adams.  The  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Wars  were  authorized  to  continue  compiling  the  list  of  soldiers  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  James  H.  Kendall,  when  he  felt  a  little  worried  as  to  what  his  chil- 
dren might  think  concerning  him,  was  always  consoled  by  the  thought  that 
they  would  approve  of  at  least  one  act— his  choice  of  a  Chamberlain  for  a 
wife.  He  made  a  witty  speech,  ending  with  the  declaration  that  he  could  not 
make  a  speech  and  must  end  matters  abruptly,  as  did  the  gentleman  who  slid 
down  stairs  from  Brooklyn  Bridge,  catching  by  the  way  and  carrying  to  the 
foot  a  fat  lady.  As  she  was  too  dazed  to  rise  instantly,  he  reached  up, 
tapped  her  on  the  shoulder,  and  said,  "This  is  as  far  as  1  go  this  trip."  Let- 
ters were  read  from  Col.  Thomas  Chamberlin  of  Pennsylvania;  from  Mr.  A. 
C.  Allen  Chamberlain,  starting  for  Germany;  and  from  other  absent  members. 
Miss  Alice  M.  Raymond  closed  the  entertainment  of  the  day  with  a  brilliant 
piano  solo. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  all  who  had  kindly  contributed  to  our 
entertainment.     The  Association  adjourned  sine  die. 

Jenny  Chamberlain  Watts. 

Secretary  pro  tern. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

New  members  continue  to  join  the  Association,  bringing  new  life  and 
vigor.  Mr.  Charles  A.  Chamberlin  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  made  his  four  sons 
members  to  take  the  place  of  his  deceased  brother,  Mr.  Henry  L.  Chamberlin 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., — a  worthy  example  to  follow.  His  portrait  will  appear  in 
our  printed  report,  and  also  that  of  his  brother. 

The  experiment  of  holding  the  thirteenth  annual  meeting  in  July  was 
made  at  the  suggestion  of  a  few  distant  members,  who  could  not  attend  a 
gathering  in  September  and  wished  one  at  the  time  that  the  National  Education 
Association  held  its  forty-eighth  convention  in  Boston.  We  see  some  of  the 
name  who  have  never  been  here  before.  There  are  responses  either  by  letter 
or  in  person  from  our  noble  band  of  Vice  Presidents,  who  continue  as  loyal 
and  true  to  the  society  as  ever.  We  trust  that,  in  course  of  time,  you  will  see 
the  pictures  of  all  of  them,  as  well  as  of  our  Ufe  members,  in  our  printed 
reports,  and  learn  what  genuine  representative  Americans  they  are.  We  all 
feel  the  death  of  our  senior  Vice  President,  General  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain, 
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and  of  his  sweet  and  gentle  wife  as  a  personal  loss,  but  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
George  M.  Brown,  is  still  with  us.  Col.  Thomas  Chamberlin  of  Philadelphia, 
never  fails  to  send  a  message  of  cheer,  although  a  great  sufferer.  He  is 
rejoicing  in  having  as  a  visitor  a  brother  who  has  been  absent  twenty-seven 
years.  All  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  one  of  our  western  Vice  Presidents 
rendered  such  excellent  service  as  a  Governor  in  Oregon,  that  the  people  sent 
him  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  serve  as  their  Senator;  we  antici- 
pated welcoming  him  to  this  thirteenth  annual  gathering,  but  a  telegram 
informs  us  that  he  is  in  quarantine  on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  daughter. 
President  McKendree  H.  Chamberlin  writes  from  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  that  he 
has  found  nearly  fifty  of  the  name  of  Chamberlain  or  Chamberlin  in  the  City 
Directory,  and  he  hopes  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  some  of  them.  When 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  George  M.  Chamberlin  of  Chicago,  wrote  that  they  did  not 
expect  to  attend  this  meeting,  there  was  great  disappointment,  for  they  have 
done  much  to  enliven  our  meetings  by  their  western  hospitality  and  kindnesses. 
But  at  the  last  moment  the  Doctor  walked  in  and  received  quite  an  ovation. 
Mr.  Richard  H.  Chamberlain  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  has  never  been  able  to  attend 
a  meeting,  but  you  will  see  his  portrait  in  our  next  printed  report,  as  well  as 
that  of  Mr.  Herbert  B.  Chamberlain  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  one  of  our  helpful 
charter  members.  We  have  some  charter  members  who  make  it  a  point  to 
attend  every  annual  meeting,  and  the  President  calls  them  his  "stand-bys";  we 
are  much  gratified  to  find  that  they  do  not  fail  to  come  in  July.  We  have 
received  many  letters  sending  kindly  greetings  to  all.  Some  were  on  the  eve 
of  departure  for  Europe,  others  planning  a  western  tour,  or  a  trip  to  the 
mountains  or  the  sea.  If  the  "sky-pilots"  succeed  in  establishing  air-routes, 
who  can  tell  what  may  occur  within  the  next  ten  years  1 

Our  kinsman  in  Honolulu  has  not  forgotten  to  send  his  greeting  and  the 
Report  of  the  Hawaiian  Missionary  Children's  Society  for  1910,  which  is 
interesting  historically.  Mrs.  Follett,  Regent  of  the  St.  Paul  Chapter,  D.  A.  R., 
of  Minnesota,  has  sent  a  booklet  on  the  "Old  Sibley  House  and  the  Celebra- 
tion of  Flag  Day."  Dr.  Alice  Burritt  of  Washington,  D.  C,  has  a  wonderful 
chart  that  she  has  evolved ;  she  hopes  soon  to  attend  our  meeting,  and  feels 
proud  to  claim  descent  from  Edmund  Chamberlain  (born  January  31,  1676). 
We  fear  that  we  may  lose  from  our  meetings  one  of  our  favorite  songstresses, 
Mrs.  Martha  E.  Austin  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  for  she  expects  to  remove  her  home 
to  New  York  City.  Great  sympathy  is  felt  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Adams 
of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  on  account  of  the  death  of  their  only  daughter,  who 
had  been  recently  married  in  Berkeley,  California.  Mrs.  Adams  lost  her 
brother.  Dr.  Chamberlain,  a  dentist  in  Rome,  Italy,  the  previous  year.  We 
find  sixty  deaths  recorded  in  the  list  of  four  hundred  twenty-three  names  on 
our  books.  As  our  older  members  pass  away  from  the  field  of  action,  we 
hope   that  the  younger  ones  will  come  forward   to   help   bear   some   of  the 
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responsibilities  and  burdens  of  the  Association.    We   are  glad  to  welcome 
new  members. 

Faithfully  submitted, 

Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

In  account  with  the  Chamberlain  Association 
From  September  15,  1909  to  July  8,  1910 

1909.  Dr. 

Sept.  15.     Balance  on  hand,  $230.19 

Yearly  fees,  215.00 

New  members,  15.00 

Exchange  on  checks,  .20 

Sale  of  reports,  6.35 

5466.74 

1909.  Cr. 

Sept.  15.     Expenses  of  annual  meeting,  $6.00 

Collection  charges  on  checks,  .20 

Paid  W.  J.  Dobinson,  plates  for  the  report,  30.60 

Paid  Louis  F.  Weston,  printing,  2.00 

Paid  L.  F.  Weston,  printing  notices  of  meeting,  1910,  2.00 

Paper,  envelopes,  postage,  16.54 


1909. 

Oct.       4.     Deposited  with  Central  Trust  Co.,  Cambridge,  ^130.00 

1910. 

July      8.     Balance  in  hands  of  Assistant  Treasurer,  279.40 

5466.74 
Total  sum  in  Quincy  Savings  Bank,  781.38 

Total  sum  in  Central  Trust  Co.,  191.07 

Sophia  A.  Chamberlain  Caswell, 

Assistant  Treasurer. 
Approved : 

Lewis  J.  Bird,  Auditor. 


NECROLOGY 

The  Association  has  lost  by  death  the  following  members  not  before 
reported  : 

Mr.  Edward  Wilmot  Chamberlain,  LL.B.,  of  New  York  City,  d.  Jan.  i8,  1908. 
Mrs.  William  Hayes  d.  Jan.  31,  1908,  at  Winona,  Minn. 

Rev.  Jacob  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  d.  Mar.  2,  1908,  at  Madanapalle,  India. 
Col.  Simon   Elliot  Chamberlin  of  Washington,  D.  C,  d.  at  Waterford,  Va.,  April  20, 
1908. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  Chamberlin  Ragan  of  Ohio,  d.  May  29,  1908. 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Chamberlain  d.  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  Oct.  31,  1908. 
Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  of  Barre,  Mass.,  d.  Nov.  10,  1908. 
Miss  Clarissa  A.  Chamberlin  d.  at  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  Nov.  9,  1908. 
Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Kimball  d.  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Feb.  7,  1909. 
Dr.  Albert  H.  Chamberlain  d.  at  Rome,  Italy,  Feb.  19,  1909. 
Mr.  Albert  Chamberlin  of  No.  Abington,  Mass.,  d.  April  17,  1909. 
Mr.  Henry  L.  Chamberlin  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  d.  Sept.  13,  1909. 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Jewell  of  Hartford,  Ct.,  d.  Oct.  7,  1909. 
Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Chamberlain  of  Roxbury,  d.  Nov.  19,  1909. 
Mr.  James  Dale  Chamberlin  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  d.  Jan.  4,  1910. 
Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  d.  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Feb.  11,  1910. 

Mr.  Edward  Wilmot  Chamberlain  of  New  York  City,  passed  away 
January  18,  1908,  after  a  two  weeks'  illness.  He  was  born  in  New  York  City 
April  23,  1842,  of  good  American  stock,  the  seventh  generation  from  Edmund 
Chamberlain,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Dudley,  Lyman  and  Phelps  families. 
Two  of  his  great-grandfathers  served  in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Capt.  Moses  Chamberlain  and  Col.  Samuel  Williams.  Moses  Chamberlain 
was  first  mustered  into  the  service  May  26,  1775,  in  Captain  Walker's  com- 
pany; was  Lieutenant  in  Colonel  Bedell's  New  Hampshire  Regiment  in  1779  ; 
and  as  Capt.  Moses  Chamberlain  represented  the  town  of  Winchester,  N.  H., 
in  the  convention  which  ratified  the  Federal  Constitution,  June  21,  1788,  vot- 
ing for  the  ratification.  The  mother  of  Edward  Wilmot  Chamberlain,  Julia 
Wilmot,  descended  from  the  Phelps  family  of  Connecticut,  was  a  woman  of 
unusual  intellectual  ability.  Contrary  to  the  wishes  of  both  his  parents,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  refused  a  university  training,  a  step  he  regretted  during  his 
whole  life,  and  which  he  endeavored  to  amend  by  constant  reading  and  study. 
In  1872,  he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar.  Throughout  his  years  of 
practice  his  work  was  directed  more  towards  reforms  and  helpfulness  to 
others  than  towards  material  wealth.  He  was  always  willing  to  put  his  pro- 
fessional knowledge  at  the  service  of  every  one,  and  inheriting  ample  means, 
he  was  able  to  devote  much  time  to  the  help  of  the  needy  and  oppressed. 
He  enjoyed  excellent  health  and  had  a  remarkably  sunny  and  equable  dis- 
position.    His  sister  misses  a  close  comrade,  and  his  wife   a  devoted  and 
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affectionate  husband.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Medico-Legal  Society,  the 
Bar  Association,  the  Social  Reform  Club,  the  Manhattan  Liberal  Club,  the 
Twilight  Club,  the  Sunset  Club,  and  the  National  Defense  Association.  He 
received  the  degree  of  LL.B.  from  Columbia  University,  class  1873. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Prentiss  Hayes,  wife  of  William  Hayes,  died  of  pneumo- 
nia at  Winona,  Minn.,  January  31,  1908.  She  was  born  in  Montpelier,  Vt.,  May 
10,  1854,  the  eldest  child  of  Joseph  Addison  and  Rebecca  Dodge  (Loomis) 
Prentiss,  and  granddaughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  Prentiss,  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  from  Vermont  from  1830  to  1842  and  U.  S.  District 
Judge  for  Vermont  from  1842  to  1857.  Her  maternal  grandmother  was 
descended  from  William  Chamberlain  of  Woburn  and  Billerica,  immigrant. 
In  1869,  her  parents  moved  to  Winona,  which  was  her  home  during  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life.  Her  mother  and  her  husband  survive  her.  She  was  a 
woman  of  kindly  heart,  gracious  manners,  vigorous  mind,  and  great  force  of 
character.  She  was  active  in  the  regeneration  of  the  Winona  Library  Asso- 
ciation in  1877,  ^^^  ^"  ^^^  development  into  the  Winona  Free  Public  Library, 
which  owes  much  of  its  success  to  her  earnest  efforts,  her  sound  culture, 
broad  range  of  interests,  and  tolerant  spirit.  She  had  a  share  in  the  library 
administration  from  1877  until  a  few  years  before  her  death.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Winona,  but  after  her  marriage 
attended  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  retaining  an  active  interest  in  both 
organizations  and  giving  freely  of  her  time  and  strength,  especially  to  the 
missionary  work.  She  was  a  Regent  of  the  Wenonah  Chapter  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  its  patriotic 
purposes. 

Colonel  Simon  Elliot  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Northfield,  Vt.,  June  8, 
1834.  August  21,  1862,  he  was  mustered  into  service  as  Second  Lieutenant 
in  Company  A  of  the  ii8th  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  himself  enrolling 
twenty-six  of  the  eighty-three  men  in  his  company.  May  16,  1864,  he  was 
promoted  to  be  Captain  of  Company  K  of  the  25th  New  York  Volunteer 
Cavalry.  July  11,  1864,  he  rendered  gallant  and  critical  service  in  the 
defense  of  Washington,  D.  C,  against  the  forces  of  Gen.  Jubal  Early,  as  an 
article  by  Capt.  Henry  A.  Castle  in  the  National  Tribune  Repository  shows  at 
length,  (Vol.  i,  pp.  34-40,  November,  1907).  He  was  given  the  brevet  rank 
of  Colonel  by  the  Governor  of  New  York  for  gallantry  in  the  field.  After  the 
war  ended  he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  in  the  8th  Cavalry  of  the 
regular  army.  While  serving  in  Washington  Territory,  in  1867,  he  contracted 
rheumatism,  from  which  he  suffered  much  during  his  life,  and  by  which  he 
was  confined  to  his  room  during  the  last  three  years.  He  resigned  from  the 
army  in  1867,  and  married  Miss  Edith  Dawson  Matthews  of  Waterford, 
Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  whom  he  had  met  when  provost  marshal  at  Point 
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of  Rocks,  Md.,  toward  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  She  belonged  to  a  "Quaker 
family  well  known  throughout  Loudoun  County  for  their  loyalty  during  the 
war."  He  became  active  in  politics  and  interested  in  agriculture ;  was  at 
one  time  chairman  of  the  Virginia  State  Republican  Committee  and  first 
President  of  the  Cotoctin  Farmers'  Club.  He  was  a  special  agent  of  the  U. 
S.  Treasury  Department,  stationed  at  Baltimore.  Later,  until  1905,  he  held  a 
responsible  post  in  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The 
National  Cemeter}',  Arlington,  was  his  burial  place.  He  left  behind  him  his 
wife  and  the  following  children :  Justin  Morrill  Chamberlin,  a  lawyer  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  Capt.  Paul  E.  Chamberlin  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
Edward  M.  Chamberlin,  Leroy  Chamberlin  of  Philadelphia,  Eleanor  M. 
Chamberlin,  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Clendenin,  wife  of  Lieut.  Clendenin  of  the 
17th  Infantry,  U.  S.  A, 

Mrs.  Lucinda  Chamberlin  Ragan  was  born  November  7,  1838,  at 
Lisbon,  Clark  County,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Stephen  Harriman  Chamberlin,  who 
migrated  from  Strafford,  Vt.,  to  Ohio,  by  his  wife  Esther  Robb,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Esther  (Lafferty)  Robb  of  Mercer  County,  Penn.  Her  line  of 
descent  has  been  traced  to  Henry  Chamberlin  of  Hingham,  immigrant.  She 
belonged  to  a  patriotic  family.  Two  great-grandfathers,  Elias  Chamberlin 
(1753-1835)  and  Stephen  Harriman,  Jr.,  served  in  the  War  of  the  American 
Revolution;  her  grandfather,  Isaac  Chamberlin,  (1782-1863)  in  the  War  of 
181 2  ;  eight  cousins  and  an  uncle  in  the  Civil  War,  and  a  nephew  in  the  Span- 
ish-American War.  Her  family  has  been  largely  an  agricultural  people,  farm- 
ers and  breeders  of  stock,  and,  as  became  New  Englanders,  gave  their  children 
the  best  educational  advantages  possible.  Her  father,  in  his  youth,  was  one 
of  the  early  schoolmasters  of  Ohio,  and  she  was  a  teacher  until  her  marriage 
to  William  H.  Ragan  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  She  was  much  interested  in  flori- 
culture, exhibiting  successfully  as  an  amateur  florist  at  State  and  County  fairs. 
During  the  last  two  years  of  her  life  she  was  blind  and  a  great  sufferer.  One 
sister,  Mrs.  Adeline  C.  Hamilton,  is  a  member  of  this  Association. 

Miss  Clarissa  A.  Chamberlin  was  born  December  27,  1840,  at  New- 
bury, Vt.,  and  died  at  Lebanon,  New  Hampshire,  November  9,  1908.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Abiel  and  Eunice  (Wetherbee)  Chamberlin,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Charles  and  Rachel  (Varnum)  Chamberlin.  Her  great-grandfather, 
Abiel  Chamberlin  (born  November  22,  1739,  died  at  Newbury,  Vt.,  May  14, 
1787,)  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  was  captured  by  the  Indians  and  held  in 
captivity  many  months.  Later  he  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Her 
brother,  Charles  Chamberlin,  served  in  the  Ninth  New  Hampshire  Regiment 
in  the  Civil  War,  was  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  died  the  night  before 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.     She  was  a  sweet  and  gentle  spirit,  ministering 
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as  a  nurse  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  her  friends.  She  was  warmly  interested 
in  this  Association,  and  came  frequently  from  Worcester  to  our  annual  gather- 
ings.    We  shall  miss  her  winsome  face. 

Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Kimball,  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  interested 
members  of  the  Chamberlain  Association,  was  the  daughter  of  Reuben  and 
Olive  (Chamberlain)  Taft,  a  granddaughter  of  Selah  and  Abigail  (Burnett) 
Chamberlain,  and  a  descendant  of  Henry  Chamberlin  of  Hingham,  immigrant. 
Born  in  Newfane,  Vt.,  in  1833,  she  received  an  academic  education  in  Ver- 
mont, supplemented  by  instruction  from  private  tutors  in  the  home  of  her 
uncle,  the  late  Selah  Chamberlain  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  was  a  cousin  of 
Jenny  Wilson  Chamberlain,  daughter  of  William  Selah  Chamberlain  of  Cleve- 
land, a  famous  American  beauty  who  married  Capt.  Sir  Herbert  Scarisbrick 
Naylor-Leyland,  baronet.  As  a  favorite  niece  of  her  two  uncles,  Selah  and 
Joseph  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Kimball  was  throughout  life  a  frequent  guest  in 
their  beautiful  homes  in  Cleveland.  In  September,  1864,  she  was  married  in 
her  Vermont  home  to  Nelson  W.  Kimball  and  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to 
reside,  dispensing  there  in  her  stately  home  a  charming  hospitality.  Mrs. 
Kimball  possessed  a  rare  personality,  great  force  of  character,  blended  with 
sweetness  of  temper  and  a  vivacious  temperament.  She  won  a  foremost 
place  in  the  literary  circles  of  the  city.  She  was  admitted  to  the  Conver- 
sational Club,  became  a  charter  member  of  the  Dubuque  Woman's  Club 
and  of  the  Dubuque  Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
of  which  she  was  at  one  time  Regent.  She  was  ever  a  peacemaker,  and 
esteemed  and  beloved  by  all  as  a  Christian  woman.  At  a  memorial  service 
in  the  Dubuque  Woman's  Club  the  following  tribute  was  paid  by  the  first 
President  of  the  club  ;  "  *  *  *  Her  intellectual  ability,  her  tender  grace, 
courtesy  and  kindness  won  hearts  to  her,  and  once  gained  she  held  them  by 
the  strong  cords  of  an  abiding,  unselfish  love.  She  was  one  who  wrought  life's 
work  with  a  fervent  heart,  and  life's  duties  were  performed  with  fidelity  and 
integrity.  She  has  gone  from  our  presence  but  not  from  our  hearts."  Her 
only  child,  Mr.  Elliot  C.  Kimball,  is  a  member  of  this  Association. 

Dr.  Albert  Henry  Chamberlain,  eldest  son  of  Henry  M.  and  Martha 
A.  (Soper)  Chamberlain,  was  born  in  Auburn,  Me.,  October  5,  1844.  He  went 
to  the  school  in  Auburn  and  for  a  few  months  to  Lewiston  Falls  Academy. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  23rd  Maine  Regiment.  He 
served  the  nine  months  for  which  the  regiment  was  enlisted,  returned  home, 
and  enlisted  again  in  the  29th  Maine  Regiment  for  three  years.  The  regiment 
was  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  joining  the  forces  of  General  Banks.  Albert 
was  small  but  energetic  and  ambitious,  and  became  a  general  favorite  with 
both  officers  and  men.  They  thought  him  small  to  carry  a  musket,  and  made 
him  Regimental  Bugler,    in  which  position  he  gave  satisfaction   to   Colonel 
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Virgen  and  the  regiment.  While  in  New  Orleans  he  contracted  malaria  and 
other  ailments,  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  hovered  between  life 
and  death  for  six  weeks.  When  his  regiment  was  ordered  north,  he  begged 
to  be  taken,  believing  that  if  he  were  left  there  he  would  surely  die.  His 
request  was  granted,  his  comrades  carrying  him  in  their  arms  to  the  steamer. 
He  was  placed  in  a  hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C.  It  was  there  that  he  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  studying  dental  surgery  and  began  the  study.  He  received 
an  honorable  discharge  with  his  regiment  when  the  three  years  for  which  he 
had  enlisted  had  expired,  and  returned  home.  His  health  was  so  far  improved 
that  he  was  able  to  go  to  Augusta,  Me.,  and  continue  his  studies  in  dentistry. 
Later  he  studied  in  Boston,  Mass.  Receiving  his  diploma,  he  returned  to 
Augusta  and  opened  an  office,  with  flattering  results.  He  applied  his  whole 
energy  with  the  determination,  not  only  to  succeed,  but  to  surmount  every 
difficulty  and  stand  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  Ultimately  he  accomplished 
this.  He  married  Miss  Nellie  Holcomb  in  Augusta.  To  escape  the  effects  of 
chronic  disease,  he  followed  the  advice  of  his  physician  and  friends  and  went 
to  Europe  to  regain  his  health.  He  opened  an  office  in  Nice  in  partnership 
with  another  dentist,  but  soon  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  journeyed  to 
Florence,  Italy.  Opening  an  office  alorie,  his  practice  grew  far  beyond  his 
expectations,  and  his  health  improved.  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  opened 
an  office  in  Rome,  still  retaining  that  in  Florence.  The  report  of  his  skill 
and  success  at  Florence  preceded  him  to  Rome.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he 
was  called  to  the  palace  to  do  professional  work  for  Queen  Margherita.  His 
work  gave  satisfaction,  and  he  was  given  permission  to  place  upon  his  busi- 
ness cards,  "  Dentist  to  the  Queen  and  Prince  Victor  of  Naples,"  now  King 
of  Italy.  He  was  the  Queen's  dentist  as  long  as  he  lived.  Several  years  later 
he  opened  an  office  in  London,  England,  spending  six  months  of  the  year  in 
each  country.  In  February,  1909,  Dr.  Chamberlain  left  London  for  Florence 
at  the  request  of  the  Dowager-Queen  Margherita.  After  completing  profes- 
sional work  for  her,  he  went  to  Rome  to  visit  his  son,  who  was  associated  with 
the  father  in  the  office  at  Rome.  He  was  exceedingly  fatigued  on  his  arrival 
and  retired  early.  In  the  morning  the  young  man  charged  the  servants  to 
let  the  father  sleep  as  long  as  he  pleased.  Shortly  before  noon  the  son  left 
his  office,  went  to  his  house  and  to  his  father's  room  and  found  him  lying  on 
the  bed  unconscious.  Physicians  were  at  once  summoned,  but  no  hope  was 
given.  He  died  February  19,  1909,  and  was  buried  in  the  English  Cemetery 
in  Rome,  beside  his  wife,  who  had  died  five  years  before.  His  only  son, 
Edward,  succeeds  to  his  father's  business.  A  sister,  Mrs.  George  W.  Adams, 
is  a  member  of  this  Association.  One  brother,  Arthur  K.  Chamberlain,  is 
living  in  Marlboro,  Mass.  Dr.  Chamberlain  was  of  a  lovable  and  genial  nature. 
He  won  hosts  of  friends  and  kept  them.  His  success  in  life  illustrates  what 
energy,  determination  and  high  resolves  will  accomplish.  He  will  be  missed 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  London,  Florence  and  Rome. 
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Hon.  Albert  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Abington,  Mass.,  February  27, 
1 82 6,  the  son  of  Deacon  John  and  Mary  Porter  (Norton)  ChamberHn.  He 
had  five  brothers  and  two  sisters,  who  all  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  retaining 
their  vigor  of  mind  and  body  to  a  remarkable  degree.  He  died  in  the  eighty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  A  sister  and  two  brothers  survive,  one  of  whom^ 
Augustus,  is  his  twin.  For  several  years  Albert  and  Augustus  Chamberlin 
were  distinguished  as  the  oldest  twins  living  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
Albert  Chamberlin  married  in  1852  Matilda  M.  Cobb  of  East  Sumner,  Me. 
To  them  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  surviving  children  are  Horace  A.  Chamberlin  of  West  Somerville,  Mass., 
Isetta  M.  Wales  of  Hyde  Park,  Mass.,  and  Everett  F.  Chamberlin  of  Abing- 
ton, Mass.  Enjoying  very  meagre  educational  advantages  he  became,  by 
reading  and  study,  a  well  educated  man,  and  won  by  his  integrity  the  respect 
of  all  his  acquaintances.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the  largest  shoe 
manufacturers  in  the  town  of  Abington,  his  principal  product  being  buffalo 
overshoes.  The  last  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and, 
although  during  the  last  two  years  his  strength  was  declining,  he  held  to  his 
occupation  until  one  month  before  his  decease.  He  joined  the  Baptist 
Church  at  South  Abington  (now  Whitman)  when  a  young  man,  and  retained 
his  membership  until  the  formation  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  East  Abington 
(now  Rockland),  where  he  served  as  Deacon  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath School  many  years  until  the  formation  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  North 
Abington,  where  he  held  the  same  office.  He  was  always  engaged  in  religious 
and  benevolent  work,  sparing  neither  time  and  strength  nor  money  in  carrying 
out  what  he  considered  was  for  the  welfare  of  humanity.  Although  a  non- 
combatant,  he  did  much  for  the  "  Boys  in  Blue  "  during  the  Civil  War,  and 
has  always  been  a  guest  of  Post  73,  G.  A.  R.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
Winthrop  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  North  Abington.  He  was  a  Director  in  the 
Abington  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Vice  President  and  Trustee  of 
the  Abington  Public  Library.  He  represented  his  district  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature  in  1869  and  1870.  When  the  twin  brothers,  eighty-one  years  of 
age,  attended  the  Chamberlain  dinner  at  the  Parker  House  in  1907,  they  were 
greeted  by  the  President  and  given  the  Chatauqua  salute  by  the  Association. 

Mr.  Henry  Lathrop  Chamrf.rltn  was  born  October  10,  1853,  the  son 
of  Charles  E.  Chamberlin.  His  mother,  Mrs.  Eliza  Chamberlin  of  Port  Wash- 
ington, Wisconsin,  is  a  member  of  this  Association,  as  is  also  his  brother, 
Charles  A.  Chamberlin  of  Detroit,  Mich.  A  sister,  Mrs.  Alexander  Wood  of 
Spring  Lake,  Mich. ;  his  wife,  who  was  Miss  Eliza  J.  Anthony  of  Spring  Lake, 
Mich.,  and  three  children.  Royal  H.,  Gertrude  and  Hazel  Chamberlin,  survive 
him.  Mr.  Chamberlin  began  work  as  a  purser  on  one  of  the  Engelman  boats 
in  187 1,  and  was  rescued  by  the  life-saving  crew  from  the  Amazon,  wrecked 
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at  Grand  Haven  in  1881.  Later  he  was  agent  for  the  Ward  line  of  steamers 
with  headquarters  at  Buffalo  ;  was  associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  Alex- 
ander Wood,  in  the  control  of  a  line  of  freight  boats  on  the  Erie  Canal ;  and 
assumed  the  position  of  freight  agent  for  a  number  of  companies.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Transportation  Club  of  Buffalo  and  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  His  grandfather,  Aaron  Chamberlin,  aroused  his  interest 
in  military  history  when  a  boy  by  telling  how  he  was  wounded  in  the  knee  at 
the  engagement  of  Lundy's  Lane  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  great-grandfather, 
Aaron  Chamberlin  (i 758-1825),  served  with  the  Connecticut  troops  during 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  from  May  21,  1777,  to  May  21,  1880,  and  from 
September  to  December  of  the  latter  year ;  and  later  in  New  York  State  was 
an  officer  in  the  militia,  first  of  Otsego  and  later  of  Delaware  County,  holding 
various  ranks  from  that  of  Ensign  in  1792  to  that  of  Brigadier-General  in 
1805.  Henry  L.  Chamberlin  was  an  attendant  at  the  Universalist  Church,  a 
firm  believer  in  the  Great  Creator,  a  man  of  exemplary  habits  and  of  a  genial 
and  sympathetic  nature,  ever  willing  to  listen  to  the  pleadings  of  the  unfortu- 
nate and  lend  a  helping  hand  by  word  or  deed,  ofttimes  beyond  his  financial 
ability.  One  of  his  fellow-townsmen  writes:  "Mr.  Chamberlin  was  conspicu- 
ously identified  with  the  railroad  and  steamboat  interests  for  more  than  twen- 
ty-five years  in  this  State  and  particularly  in  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes. 
He  was  a  thorough  business  man  of  the  highest  character,  and  left  behind 
him  a  beautiful  memory  among  the  friends  in  fraternal  organizations  as  well 
as  those  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best 
in  his  particularly  chosen  line  of  life." 

Mrs.  Julia  W.  Jewell,  wife  of  the  late  Col.  Charles  A.  Jewell,  and  an 
associate  member  of  this  Association,  died  at  her  home  in  Hartford,  Conn., 
October  7,  1909,  after  a  lingering  illness.  She  was  either  Treasurer  or  Pres- 
ident of  the  Hartford  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Congregational  Church  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  gathered  about  her 
exceptionally  fine  women  as  officers  and  helpers.  Her  interest  in  mission 
work  never  wavered,  her  faith  in  it  never  faltered,  her  effort  never  weakened, 
and  her  beautiful  service  was  a  source  of  strength  and  courage  to  those  asso- 
ciated with  her.  On  May  5,  1910,  a  "Memorial  Gift  Service"  was  held  at  the 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Hartford  Branch.  Loving  tributes  were  paid  to 
the  character  and  influence  of  Mrs.  Jewell  in  two  addresses  entitled,  "The 
Purpose  of  the  Gift"  and  "The  Story  of  the  Gift."  Then  the  presidents  of 
the  auxiliaries  formed  in  procession,  and  singing  "Jerusalem  the  Golden", 
brought  forward  in  memorial  envelopes  pledges  and  gifts  amounting  to  over 
$4,000.  A  memorial  building  will  be  erected  for  the  girls'  boarding  school  at 
Van,  in  Asia  Minor,  to  be  called  probably  the  "Julia  W.  Jewell  Hall".  Her 
name  will  be  honored  in  distant  parts  of  the  earth.  The  memory  of  her 
gracious  presence  will  long  linger  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  her. 
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Mr.  James  Dale  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Union  Co.,  Pennsylvania, 
April  12,  1814.  He  removed  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  in 
1S59,  and  in  November,  1S60,  located  on  the  East  Side  on  a  high  bluff,  at  a 
bend  in  the  river,  commanding  a  magnificent  view  up  stream.  Here,  on  what 
is  now  Miami  Street,  he  lived  for  fifty  years.  His  death,  in  his  ninety-sixth 
year,  was  hastened  by  a  fall  on  December  15,  1909,  by  which  his  right  limb 
was  broken  near  the  hip.  He  was  interred  in  Willow  Cemetery,  Toledo.  A 
son,  Frank  Chamberlin,  Infirmary  Director  at  Toledo,  and  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Elijah  Whitmore  and  Mrs.  Warren  Whitmore,  both  of  Toledo,  survive 
him.  He  was  a  successful  gardener  and  manager  of  a  fruit  preserving  indus- 
try until  forced  by  the  infirmities  of  age  to  give  up  active  employment.  While 
still  living  in  Pennsylvania  he  conceived  the  idea  of  hermetically  sealing  fruit 
to  preserve  it,  from  reading  about  the  fruits  discovered  in  excavating  Pompeii. 
His  first  success  was  with  tomatoes,  marketing  the  fruit  in  Philadelphia  and 
nearer  markets  in  three-quart  tin  cans.  In  1877,  he  began  the  preserving  of 
rhubarb  or  pie  plant,  and  this  industry  has  been  continued  by  himself  and  his 
son  to  the  present  day,  thousands  of  barrels  having  been  marketed,  Evapo- 
rated fruit  was,  it  is  said,  also  first  introduced  to  the  market  by  him. 
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"Yours  for  Christ  and  India"  was  the  favorite  signature  of  our  honor- 
ary life  member,  Jacob  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.D.  He  was  born  in 
Sharon,  Conn.,  April  13,  1835.  Both  his  parents  were  of  fine  New  England 
stock  reaching  back  to  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  described 
his  father,  Jacob  Chamberlain,  as  "a  man  of  strong  faith  and  active  Christian 
character,  a  consistent  member  of  the  Church  for  seventy  years,  thirty-one  in 
Sharon,  and  thirty-nine  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  He  was  always  one  of  the  active 
working  members,  and,  according  to  his  means,  one  of  the  most  liberal  sup- 
porters of  the  Gospel  at  home  and  abroad.  He  died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six." 

"His  mother,  Anna  Nutting  Chamberlain,  belonged  to  a  family  which  for 
several  generations,  down  to  the  present  time,  has  furnished  many  inventors, 
teachers,  lawyers,  college  professors,  ministers  and  missionaries.  She  was  a 
woman  of  earnest  faith^  deep  piety  and  much  prayer,  and  intensely  interested 
in  missions." 

Three  years  after  his  birth  his  parents  journeyed  west  to  Hudson,  Ohio, 
buying  a  farm  within  half  a  mile  of  Western  Reserve  University,  in  which 
his  mother's  brother  was  professor  of  Greek.  The  boy  expected  to  become  a 
scientific  farmer,  the  assistant  of  his  father,  who  from  the  birth  of  the  son  had 
been  an  invalid.  But  before  he  entered  college,  several  remarkable  escapes 
from  death  by  accident  led  him  to  consider  seriously  what  his  life-work  ought 
to  be,  and  reconciled  the  father  to  his  decision  to  be  a  missionary  in  India. 
A  sister  and  her  betrothed,  who  had  intended  to  go  to  India,  had  both  died. 
He  wished  to  take  their  place.  Later,  another  sister  expected  to  go  to  the 
foreign  field  with  her  betrothed,  but  died.  His  eldest  sister  married  Rev. 
Joseph  Scudder  and  went  to  India  in  1853.  For  many  years  the  parents  had 
welcomed  missionaries  to  their  home,  so  that,  Dr.  Chamberlain  writes,  "when 
I  graduated  from  the  college  there  was  scarcely  a  land  to  which  I  could  be 
sent  as  a  missionary  where  I  had  not  personal  acquaintances  and  friends 
already  at  work  to  greet  me."  After  passage  had  been  engaged  to  India  in 
i860,  the  mother  told  the  son  that  at  his  birth,  "her  first-born  son,  her  first  act 
on  rising  from  her  bed  had  been  to  carry  me  to  her  closet  and  laying  me  on 
God's  altar  consecrated  me  to  His  service  as  a  foreign  missionary,  if  He 
would  accept  the  gift  and  Himself  call  me  to  the  work,  and  she  had  yearly 
renewed  the  consecration,  asking  Him  in  His  own  time  and  way  to  present 
His  call  to  my  soul."  During  the  twenty-four  years  of  his  life  till  then,  he 
had  never  suspected  this.  Yet  the  mother  did  not  neglect  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  call  by  telling  missionary  stories  to  her  children,  praying  with  them 
"for  those  who  sat  in  darkness",  taking  them  to  the  monthly  missionary  con- 
cert at  the  church,  and  aiding  them  to  earn  pennies  to  give  to  the  cause. 
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Dr.  Chamberlain  told  the  moving  story  of  his  mother's  life  and  influence  to  a 
gathering  of  women  at  the  Ecumenical  Conference  on  Foreign  Missions  in 
New  York  City  in  1900,  and  wrote  it  for  the  Missionary  Revi(zv  of  the  World, 
in  which  it  appeared  under  the  title,  "The  Making  of  Missionaries:  The 
Mothers'  Influence,"  in  May,  1908  (vol.  xxxi  pp.  352-356). 

"If  ever  a  man  were  foreordained  to  be  a  missionary,"  his  life-long  friend. 
Dr.  Cobb  writes,  "Jacob  Chamberlain  evidently  was.  His  boyhood  days 
afforded  abundant  evidence  of  the  possession  of  those  traits  and  capacities 
which  were  afterwards  so  signally  exhibited  and  which  so  eminently  fitted  him 
for  the  life  and  work  on  which  he  ultimately  entered  :  Mental  and  physical 
power  and  alertness,  intense  earnestness  of  purpose,  an  indomitable  deter- 
mination to  overcome  obstacles  and  achieve  the  best  possible  results,  unfalter- 
ing courage  under  all  conditions,  a  scorn  of  everything  low  and  mean,  keen- 
ness and  sweetness  of  humour,  cheerfulness  always,  with  the  desire  to  know 
and  willingness  to  do  the  will  of  God." 

Entering  Western  Reserve  College  in  185 1,  but  absenting  himself  for  one 
year  because  of  ill  health,  he  graduated  in  1856,  valedictorian  of  his  class. 
He  spent  a  month  in  the  autumn  of  1856  at  Union  Seminary  in  New  York 
City,  but  was  graduated  in  1859  from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  being  attracted  to  this  institution  by  the  course  in 
Hebrew  under  Dr.  Campbell.  "By  his  insistence  on  'the  best'  in  Hebrew,  he 
was  thus  unconsciously  preparing  himself  for  the  important  and  influential 
part  he  afterwards  took  in  the  revision  of  the  Telugu  Bible."  During  this 
period  he  took,  also,  some  medical  studies,  chiefly  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  New  York,  and  received  later  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the 
Western  University  Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  had  remarkable 
success  in  medicine  and  surgery  in  India.  Three  summers  he  served  as  col- 
porteur in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  for  the  American  Tract  Society  and  the  Presby- 
terian Board  of  Publication,  thus  meeting  "all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men." 
A  year  before  his  graduation  from  the  Seminary,  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
study  Tamil  with  some  members  of  the  Arcot  Mission  then  in  America,  and 
hence  applied  for  appointment  as  a  missionary  to  India  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church,  now  denominated  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 
He  was  ordained  in  May,  1859,  in  the  Marble  Collegiate  Church,  Fifth  Ave- 
nue and  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New  York.  For  several  months  thereafter  he 
labored  in  the  Reformed  Churches  in  the  Western  Synod,  of  Chicago,  by 
assignment  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  This  varied  training  and  ser- 
vice helped  to  develop  in  him  "that  rare  faculty  of  meeting  men,  answering 
their  arguments  and  objections  and  pressing  home  upon  them  the  truths  of 
the  Gospel  which  was  so  remarkably  displayed  in  after  years"  in  India  and  in 
his  work  for  the  cause  of  missions  among  the  churches  in  America. 

September  7,  1859,  he  married  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  Charlotte  Close  Birge, 
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daughter  of  Rev.  Chester  Birge,  at  one  time  settled  over  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Vienna,  Ohio.  December  21,  1859,  they  sailed  from  Boston  in 
the  ship  Goddess,  arriving  in  India  April  12,  i860. 

The  Arcot  Mission,  south-west  of  Madras,  was  founded  in  1853,  by  three 
sons  of  Dr.  John  Scudder,  the  pioneer  medical  missionary.  Dr.  Chamberlain 
studied  the  Tamil  language  first,  but  in  1861  was  sent  to  Palmaner  to  begin 
work  among  the  Telugus.  Two  years  later  he  journeyed  thirty-five  miles 
further  north  and  opened  a  station  at  Madanapalle,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  inland  from  Madras.  The  story  of  these  beginnings,  with  the  little 
house  and  school-house  church  thatched  with  rushes  and  with  mud  walls,  is 
told  in  the  seventh  chapter  of  "In  the  Tiger  Jungle."  This  was  his  station 
from  1863  to  1 90 1,  when  his  health  compelled  him  to  withdraw  to  the  hills, — 
to  Coonoor. 

In  this  same  year,  1863,  he  made  what  was  probably  the  longest  evangel- 
istic tour  of  his  life,  and  the  most  dangerous.  He  took  with  him  two  cart- 
loads of  Gospels,  Bibles,  and  tracts  in  Telugu, — including  also  a  small  supply 
in  four  or  five  other  languages  of  the  region, — and  four  native  helpers,  each 
able  to  preach  in  two  or  three  of  these  languages.  Starting  in  June  they 
were  absent  between  four  and  five  months  journeying  through  Hyderabad  and 
the  Upper  Godavery,  where  no  missionary  had  ever  been  before.  Incidents 
of  this  tour  of  nearly  2,000  miles  are  related  by  Dr.  Chamberlain  in  the  first 
and  second  chapters  of  "In  the  Tiger  Jungle,"  and  in  the  third  chapter  of 
"The  Cobra's  Den."  On  this  journey  Dr.  Chamberlain  contracted  the  jungle- 
fever,  from  which  he  was  never  able  to  free  his  system,  in  spite,  as  he  said, 
of  "barrels  of  quinine,"  sojourns  in  the  hill  country,  and  voyages  to  Australia 
and  the  United  States.  But  because  of  his  vigorous  constitution  the  fever 
could  not  destroy  his  vital  energy.  Note  this  record  in  his  report  for  the 
year  187 1:  "I  have  been  out  on  six  preaching  tours  during  the  year. 
Three  of  these  were  five  weeks  long  each.  I  have  spent  on  tours  125  days. 
*  *  *  *  My  native  helpers  were  out  293  days  and  we  together  preached 
739  times,  to  538  different  audiences  in  351  towns  and  villages,  to  18,730 
people.  We  have  also  sold  on  these  tours  2,403  Scriptures.  Besides  this  we 
have  preached  systematically  in  Madanapalle  and  the  surrounding  villages 
527  times,  to  13,661  people,  and  sold  1,030  books  and  tracts."  Dr.  Cham- 
berlain had  the  utmost  faith  in  such  tours,  and  made  them  every  year.  In 
1902  he  wrote:  "It  is  safe  to  say  that  of  the  10,060  converts  now  on  the  rolls 
of  the  Arcot  Mission,  more  than  eighty  per  cent  have  been  brought  in  by  this 
'public  proclamation'  of  the  Gospel  in  the  vernaculars.  These  have,  indeed, 
come  mostly  from  the  lower  classes,  but  a  large  percentage  of  our  high  caste 
converts  have  also  thus  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ." 

Dr.  Chamberlain's  interest  in   the  early  Hindu  literature,  and  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  quoted  (or  chanted)  the  ancient  Vedas  and  poets  (an 
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example  of  which  may  be  seen  in  our  "Report  for  1900")  was  of  special  value 
in  approaching  the  higher  castes  enabling  him  to  disarm  prejudices  and 
enforce  the  truth. 

Throughout  his  life  in  India  he  strove  to  make  his  medical  work  reenforce 
his  evangelistic  labors,  and  not  usurp  the  chief  share  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion. His  medical  and  surgical  work  was  so  successful  that  this  was  some- 
times difficult.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Madanapalle  a  man,  Ramanna,  had 
his  right  hand  and  forearm  crushed  accidentally  under  the  wheels  of  the  great 
idol  car  of  the  town.  Dr.  Chamberlain  set  the  ten  fractures  so  successfully 
that  the  man  was  able  to  use  his  arm  again  in  ploughing  and  reaping.  This 
won  for  him  a  friend  in  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  numerous  castes  in 
Madanapalle.  Seventy-five  miles  from  any  surgeon  or  physician,  crowds 
came  to  him  till  he  was  treating  over  one  hundred  patients  a  day,  preaching 
also  to  those  who  gathered  at  his  dispensary  before  he  treated  their  ailments. 
At  length,  in  July,  1869,  he  appealed  to  the  Madras  Government,  which  sup- 
ported thenceforth  at  Madanapalle  a  hospital  and  dispensary.  Dr.  Chamber- 
lain organized  next  a  travelling  dispensary,  which  won  to  friendliness  many 
unknown  and  many  hostile  villages.  In  1873  he  treated  about  30,000  patients. 
Some  patients  he  sent  to  Madanapalle,  riding  in  many  miles  for  serious  opera- 
tions, especially  in  opthalmic  surgery,  but  all  operations  he  could  he  performed 
in  a  tent.  In  187 1  the  people  of  Palmaner  appealed  to  him  so  strongly  that  he 
established  a  hospital  there  with  a  Christian  staff,  supported  by  the  local  gov- 
ernment, but  under  his  supervision.  Until  1874,  when  ill  health  drove  him  to 
America,  he  visited  it  frequently  for  critical  operations  and  a  monthly  inspec- 
tion. From  1879  to  1884  he  supervised  again  the  three  dispensaries  and  the 
medical  work  of  the  region.  This  responsibility  he  resigned  when  he  started 
on  his  second  journey  to  America  in  1884.  He  did  some  medical  work  in 
his  tent  on  his  later  evangelistic  tours.  This  side  of  his  life-work  is  especially 
described  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  "The  Cobra's  Den,"  and  in  the  sixth  and 
seventh  chapters  of  "The  Kingdom  in  India,"  and  references  to  it  are  frequent 
throughout  his  writings. 

One  other  talent  of  value  to  the  missionary  pioneer  deserves  mention. 
He  possessed  an  inventive  mind  and  mechanical  skill.  At  one  time  the  ceil- 
ing of  his  library  in  India  fell  and  smashed  his  typewriter.  In  putting  it  in 
repair  unaided,  certain  improvements  occurred  to  him.  These  he  submitted 
later  to  the  manufacturer,  who  offered  him  a  large  salary  if  he  would  leave  the 
mission  field,  and  serve  the  firm  as  an  inventor.  This  inventive  skill  was 
inherited  by  his  son,  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  well  known  to  the  members 
of  this  Association. 

From  1873,  to  1896,  he  represented  the  Arcot  Mission  on  the  committee 
for  the  revision  of  the  Telugu  Bible,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee.  He 
compiled  also  a  Telugu  Hymn  Book,  five  editions  of  which  have  been  sold, 
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the  last  edition  containing  11,500  copies.  It  is  in  general  use  among  the 
Telugus  of  India  and  Burma.  These  beautiful  hymns  were  sung  at  his  burial. 
Some  he  translated,  others  he  composed  in  this,  to  him,  "mellifluous  and 
beautiful  language."  During  the  last  six  years  of  his  life,  in  Coonoor,  in  the 
Nilgiri  Hills,  he  labored  to  prepare  a  Telugu  Bible  Dictionary.  To  translate 
one  of  our  western  dictionaries  would  have  been  useless,  as  the  oriental  mind 
grasps  swiftly  much  that  puzzles  the  occidental,  but  needs  a  careful  elucida- 
tion of  other  points.  Stricken  by  paralysis  in  May,  1902,  the  work  was  inter- 
rupted for  months,  but  in  igo6,  the  first  volume  was  printed, — one-fourth  of 
the  work  he  had  planned. 

He  wrote  often  to  the  papers  of  America,  England  and  Australia  to 
awaken  and  sustain  interest  in  missions,  and  prepared  many  graphic  leaflets, 
sundry  of  which  were  reprinted  and  circulated  by  the  mission  boards  of  other 
denominations  than  his  own.  Many  thousands  of  copies  of  his  two  books, — 
"In  the  Tiger  Jungle,"  issued  in  1896,  and  "The  Cobra's  Den,"  issued  in 
1900, — have  been  sold.  To  rest  his  "Telugu  brain  cells"  he  prepared  at 
Coonoor  his  last  book, — "The  Kingdom  in  India,"  which  was  in  the  press 
when  the  news  arrived  of  his  death. 

He  rendered  distinguished  service  to  the  cause  of  church  union  in  India, 
advocating  it  in  the  United  States  in  1885,  in  Scotland  in  1887,  and  in  India 
for  many  years.  He  had  a  principal  share  in  the  final  plans  which  brought 
about  the  South  India  United  Church, — a  union  of  the  native  churches  planted 
by  the  Reformed  Church  and  by  the  United  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  He 
was  the  Moderator  of  the  first  Synod  of  South  India  in  1902.  His  counsel  was 
sought  by  those  who  secured,  in  1905,  the  union  of  all  the  Presbyterian  and 
Reformed  Churches  of  India  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  India. 

Four  times  the  jungle-fever,  which  he  contracted  in  1863,  and  other 
serious  and  complicated  ailments,  from  which  he  suffered  often  great  pain, 
drove  him  to  America,  compelling  him  to  spend  in  all  ten  years  here  on 
furlough,  and  also  several  months  in  Australia.  The  years  were  not  wasted. 
During  his  first  visit  in  1874,  he  began  wonderful  missionary  addresses,  to 
which  many  generous  friends  of  foreign  missions  ascribe  their  first  interest  in 
the  cause.  They  were  marked  "by  great  intellectual  force,  breadth  of  vision, 
wide  knowledge,"  a  "clearness  alike  of  perception  and  of  statement,"  an 
"intense  earnestness,"  and  "a  wonderful  fertility  and  aptness  of  illustration," — 
"convulsing  at  times  even  the  General  Synod  with  merriment  and  again  almost 
melting  it  to  tears."  One  writer  has  said  :  "We  have  seldom  heard  any  mis- 
sionary speak  whose  tongue  burned  with  such  genuine  fire."  (^Missionary 
Review  of  the  World,  August,  1908,  p.  578.)  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divin- 
ity was  conferred  on  him  by  three  colleges, — Rutgers,  Western  Reserve,  and 
Union, — in  the  same  year,  1878.  He  was  the  first  foreign  missionary  to  serve 
as  President  of   the  General   Synod  of    the  Reformed  Church  (1878).     He 
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visited  missions  in  Japan  and  China  on  his  way  to  India  in  1878.  On  his 
way  from  India  in  1874,  he  journeyed  at  a  friend's  invitation  through  Pales- 
tine and  the  peninsula  of  Mount  Sinai.  His  careful  study  of  the  land  was  of 
great  value  to  him  in  preparing  the  Telugu  Bible  Dictionary.  In  188 1,  he 
spent  several  months  in  Australia  to  escape  the  hot  season  in  India,  made 
many  addresses,  and  won  an  interest  by  which  his  mission  profited  for  many 
years.  During  his  second  furlough  in  America,  from  1884  to  1887,  he  raised 
$45,000  for  the  establishment  of  a  theological  seminary, — later  securing  the 
increase  of  this  sum  to  $70,000.  This  was  the  first  endowed  school  of  the 
kind  in  India.  His  third  visit,  from  1894  to  1896,  was  marked  by  the  publi- 
cation of  his  first  book,  "In  the  Tiger  Jungle."  In  1900,  he  attended  the 
Ecumenical  Conference  on  Foreign  Missions  in  New  York  City.  His  name 
was  then  "known  throughout  the  Church  universal,  and  perhaps  no  figures 
were  more  marked  and  noticed  in  that  great  missionary  congregation  of  1900, 
than  those  of  Jacob  Chamberlain  and  John  G.  Paton."  He  was  honored  by 
being  chosen  the  one  missionary  to  speak  at  the  opening  session  in  Carnegie 
Hall  on  April  21,  and  made  a  thrilling  address  in  response  to  the  welcome 
to  the  missionaries.  (Condensed  report  in  Missionary  Revie^v  of  the  World, 
XXIII,  411-413,  June,  1900.)  He  spoke  also  at  the  Students'  Conference  at 
Northfield.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  him  by  Hope 
College  in  1900,  and  by  Western  Reserve  University  in  1901.  This  was  his 
fourth  and  last  visit  to  America. 

His  forty-eight  years  of  service  for  India  were  closed  in  1908.  He  is 
buried  on  the  spot  where  he  pitched  his  tent  first  in  Madanapalle.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1907,  he  was  compelled  to  cease  work.  He  went  from  Coonoor,  where, 
an  invalid,  he  had  borne  the  care  of  the  Church  and  mission,  while  working 
also  on  the  Telugu  Bible  Dictionary,  to  the  physicians  at  Vellore,  who  could 
not  restore  him.  He  longed  so  for  his  beloved  Madanapalle  that  he  was 
finally  carried  there,  and  lingered  a  few  weeks  among  his  Telugu  people  until 
March  2,  1908.  Four  of  the  six  sons  born  to  him  in  India, — William  Isaac, 
Lewis  Birge,  Rufus  Nutting,  and  Charles  Starr  Chamberlain, — and  also  his 
wife,  survive  him.  "To  her  who  for  thirty-seven  years  has  shared  my 
labours  and  my  joys  and  shares  them  still,"  Dr.  Chamberlain  dedicated,  in 
1896,  his  first  book.  Dr.  Chamberlain  and  his  wife  appear  at  the  left  of  the 
picture  accompanying  this  sketch,  the  "Veterans  of  the  Arcot  Mission."  One 
of  the  sons,  Mr.  Jacob  Chester  Chamberlain,  was  well  known  to  the  members 
of  this  Association.  Another  son,  Prof.  William  I.  Chamberlain  of  Rutgers 
College,  is  a  member. 

April  13,  1908,  a  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  Marble  Collegiate 
Church,  Fifth  Avenue  and  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New  York  City, — the  church 
in  which  he  was  ordained  and  in  which  a  farewell  service  was  held  when  he 
left  for  the  mission  field  over  forty-eight  years  before.     Those  who  took  part 
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in  the  service  were  Rev.  Edward  B.  Coe,  D.  D.,  LL.D.;  Rev.  A,  E.  Kittredge, 
D.  D.;  Rev.  Mancius  H.  Hutton,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church;  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  D.  D.,  Secretary  of 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions;  Rev.  J.  C.  R.  Ewing,  D,  D., 
President  of  Lahore  College,  India;  and  Rev.  Henry  N.  Cobb,  D.  D.,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Dr.  Cobb  writes:  "Throughout  all  India  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  missionaries  in  that  country.  As  one  who  has  recently  visited  India 
has  said  since  his  death,  'I  heard  his  fame  spoken  of  all  over  Southern  India, 
and  I  did  not  hear  one  single  reference  to  him  that  was  not  highly  apprecia- 
tive of  his  splendid  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  and  of  the  admirably  success- 
ful work  which  he  has  done  during  his  long  period  of  service  in  connection 
with  your  board.' "  He  might  have  attained  eminence  in  many  fields  of 
endeavor.  He  was  an  inventor  and  mechanical  genius,  an  explorer,  a  great 
evangelist,  a  skillful  doctor  and  surgeon,  a  linguist,  a  "sagacious,  far-sighted, 
broad-minded,  constructive  missionary  statesman,"  a  delightful  companion. 
"Perhaps  no  trait  was  more  characteristic  of  him  than  his  abounding  joy. 
Joy  in  his  work  and  in  its  fruits.  Joy  in  his  associations  and  fellowships. 
Joy  in  his  plans  and  hopes,  and  joy  in  God  even  when  those  plans  and  hopes 
seemed  frustrated  and  disappointed."  His  genial  face  can  be  seen  in  our 
"Report  for  1902."  "No  man  did  more  with  his  life  than  did  Jacob  Cham- 
berlain," a  writer  in  the  Independent  says:  "A  great  preacher,  an  accomplished 
scholar,  a  business  man  of  ability,  a  medical  practitioner  of  no  mean  skill,  all 
his  talents  were  devoted  with  tremendous  enthusiasm  to  the  evangelization  of 
India." 

Biographical  sketches  by  Rev.  Henry  N.  Cobb,  D.  D.,  have  been  printed 
in  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  March  11,  1908;  the  Missionary  Review  of  the 
World,  April,  1908;  and  as  an  Introduction  to  "The  Kingdom  in  India." 
(Fleming  H.  Revell  Company.) 
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By  Major-General  William  A.  Bancroft,  M.  V.  M.  (Retired), 
Late  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Vols. 

This  address  was  delivered  at  a  banquet  given  by  the  First  Volunteers  Citizens'  Asso- 
ciation in  April,  1909,  in  honor  of  Company  C,  Third  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  the  first  com- 
pany (not  militia)  to  respond  to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  volunteers  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War.  Of  this  company  General  Chamberlain  was  first  lieutenant.  After  the 
address  a  portrait  of  General  Chamberlain  was  presented  to  the  city  of  Cambridge  and 
was  accepted  by  the  mayor,  William  F.  Brooks.     It  hangs  in  the  mayor's  ofiice. 

Samuel  Emery  Chamberlain,  the  fifth  and  youngest  child  of  Ephraim 
and  Lydia  (Leonard)  Chamberlain,  was  born  at  Centre  Harbor,  in  the  state 
of  New  Hampshire,  on  November  28,  1829.  When  he  was  seven  years  old, 
the  family  moved  to  Boston.  The  boy  attended  the  public  schools,  and  had 
begun  a  business  career,  but,  when  he  was  about  fifteen,  his  father  died,  and 
young  Samuel  went  to  Illinois  to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  May,  1846.  The  Mexican  War  had  begun,  and  the  government  was 
raising  volunteers  to  augment  the  forces  of  the  regular  army.  The  makeup 
of  the  boy,  then  sixteen  years  old,  showed  itself  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  A  of  the  Second  Illinois  Volunteers,  Colonel  Bissell  command- 
ing. The  regiment  was  raised  for  a  year's  service,  and  proceeded  to  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  General  Wool,  commanding  the  troops  there,  issued  an 
order  which  provided  that  any  twelve  months'  man  who  would  reenlist  in  the 
regular  army  should  be  transferred  to  such  arm  of  the  service  as  he  might 
elect.  We  can  imagine  that  young  Chamberlain  had  perceived  the  difference 
between  the  requirements  of  the  foot  and  those  of  the  mounted  arms.  He 
might  have  transferred  to  the  light  artillery,  of  which  there  were  some  excel- 
lent batteries,  but  he  chose  to  transfer  to  the  cavalry.  His  fondness  for  a 
horse  had  already  been  developed.  He  very  likely  had  had  experience  with 
those  belonging  to  his  uncle,  and  had,  no  doubt,  learned  to  ride  fairly  well. 
He  was  relieved  of  locomotion  and  the  burden  of  carrying  his  musket  and 
accoutrements,  but  he  took  on,  besides  the  care  of  a  cavalryman's  belongings 
and  the  chief  preparation  of  his  own  food,  the  care,  also,  of  his  horse,  though 
he  felt,  no  doubt,  as  the  Englishman  felt  who  said  :  "I  never  walk  when  I 
can  ride."  So,  having  served  barely  a  month  in  the  volunteer  infantry,  on 
June  16,  into  the  First  Dragoons,  Troop  E,  he  went,  and  became  initiated 
into  that  arm  of  service  with  which  he  was  to  serve  in  both  the  Mexican  and 
Civil  wars — not  only  to  see  hard  service,  but  to  gain  distinction. 

The  regular  army  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  Mexican  War 
was  not  only  one  of  the  best  equipped,  but,  also,  for  its  size,  one  of  the  most 
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efficient  fighting  machines  which  the  modern  world  has  seen.  It  was  officered 
almost  wholly  by  graduates  of  West  Point,  then,  as  now,  a  school  without 
superior,  and  the  men  had  become  seasoned  by  such  service  as  they  had 
already  done.  In  drill,  in  discipline,  and  in  leadership,  it  stood  on  the  very 
highest  plane.  The  discipline  of  the  "Old  Army,"  as  the  regular  service 
before  the  Civil  War  was  called,  was  rigorous.  In  our  time  it  might  be  called 
brutal.  Objections  were  made  to  some  phases  of  it  by  the  volunteers,  at  least, 
in  our  Civil  War,  but  the  officers,  with  the  qualification  of  the  personal  ele- 
ment, administered  it,  and  the  enUsted  men  accepted  it  because  they  found  it 
there,  and,  being  recruited  either  individually  or  in  small  squads,  they  knew 
no  other,  and  thought  of  no  other.  Conditions  were  quite  different  from 
those  when  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  unaccustomed  to  military  methods,  en- 
tered the  military  service.  Chamberlain  was  taught  this  system  of  discipline, 
and  flourished  under  it,  as  did  his  fellows.  It  may  not  be  true,  but  one  can- 
not help  feeling  that  the  regular  soldiers  of  sixty  years  or  more  ago  were  of  a 
hardier,  tougher,  and  more  enduring  character  than  those  of  to-day.  Their 
drill  was  more  precise  and  exacting ;  their  clothing  was  not  intended  for  ease 
of  body ;  the  infantry  wore  leather  stocks  about  their  necks ;  their  food  was 
poorer;  they  were  inured  to  heat  and  cold — to  all  kinds  of  hardship — and 
they  met  them  with  equanimity,  even  if  not  with  indifference.  Certainly, 
if  our  hero  was  representative,  they  were  rugged  men,  indeed  ;  but,  harsh 
discipline  and  endurance  aside,  they  were  most  capably  led,  and  they  re- 
sponded with  spirit.  Scott  and  Taylor  were  men  of  consummate  ability,  and 
soldiers  of  a  lifetime ;  both  of  them  without  scholastic  military  training,  but 
with  the  severest  and  most  instructive  training  of  active  service.  The  subor- 
dinates were  composed  largely  of  the  brilliant  galaxy  of  officers  who,  scarcely 
more  than  a  dozen  years  later,  were  to  lead  both  the  Federal  and  Confeder- 
ate armies  in  the  most  terrible  struggle  of  modern  times.  Among  them  were 
Grant,  an  infantry  subaltern  ;  Lee,  older  and  more  accomplished,  already  of 
high  reputation,  and  one  of  Scott's  engineers ;  Sherman  and  Longstreet, 
Thomas  and  Jackson,  Meade  and  Hood,  Hancock  and  Pickett  and  Armistead, 
and  the  bearers  of  other  famous  names.  Always  greatly  outnumbered,  but 
taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity  which  the  highest  military  skill  could 
recognize,  this  army  moved  on,  conquering  and  resistless,  at  first  under  Tay- 
lor, and  later  under  Scott,  to  the  end  of  the  conflict. 

In  this  potent  school  of  military  knowledge  and  experience,  young  Cham- 
berlain served  for  two  years.  The  foundation  of  his  military  attainment  was 
laid  and  was  laid  securely.  Any  youth  of  native  capacity,  both  physical  and 
mental,  and  of  fearless  disposition,  who  had  passed  through  this  school,  had 
received  a  military  education  which  would  carry  him  far,  without  the  training 
of  any  military  academy. 

I  have  dwelt  upon  his  environment  at  that  time  because  I  conceive  that 
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his  whole  life  thereafter  was  shaped  by  it.  However  kind-hearted  as  a  friend, 
however  considerate  and  affectionate  as  husband  and  father,  however  sympa- 
thetic as  a  man;  as  a  soldier  Chamberlain  showed  that  he  was  trained  in  a 
school  of  stern,  hard  and  successful  service.  This  training  was  not  fully 
appreciated  at  first  by  his  comrades  of  a  later  day,  but  it  stood  him  in  good 
stead  when  the  exacting  requirements  of  Civil  War  fighting  had  to  be  met. 

There  is  not  time  to  recite  many  incidents  of  his  Mexican  service.  De- 
tailed with  an  escort  carrying  dispatches  from  Wool  to  Taylor,  after  a  tedious 
march  of  five  days  the  party  joined  Taylor's  army,  thirty  miles  from  Monterey. 
Chamberlain  was  attached  to  Troop  H,  of  the  Second  Dragoons,  with  which 
he  served  in  the  attack  upon  Monterey.  His  horse  was  killed  on  the  Saltillo 
Road,  and  he  was  then  ordered  to  join  the  stormers  of  the  Obispado.  He 
took  part  in  the  fighting  of  the  second  day,  and  witnessed  the  surrender  from 
the  Black  Fort,  on  September  25th.  At  Mont  Clova  he  rejoined  Wool's 
division  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  February  22  and  23, 
1847.  It  sounds  strange  to  recall  that  he  joined  in  cheering  Jefferson  Davis, 
when  the  latter,  at  the  head  of  a  Mississippi  regiment  of  volunteers,  repulsed 
the  dashing  charge  of  Minon's  Lancers.  Later  he  was  made  a  corporal  for 
some  special  service  to  his  commanding  officer,  which  showed  quickness  of 
apprehension,  of  decision  and  of  action — a  high  soldierly  trait. 

After  he  left  the  army,  at  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War  in  1848,  his  enter- 
prising spirit  started  him  upon  a  life  of  adventure.  He  boarded  a  govern- 
ment wagon  as  wagon  master,  and  started  for  California  with  an  expedition 
under  the  charge  of  General  Lawrence  P.  Graham.  Upon  reaching  Chihua- 
hua, inducements  were  offered  him  by  the  governor  to  join  a  party  of  rangers 
just  moving  against  the  Apache  Indians.  This  he  did  and  engaged  in  a  cam- 
paign rife  with  the  horrors  of  warfare.  Of  the  forty  survivors  of  this  campaign, 
Chamberlain  was  the  last.  He  next  went  to  California  and  remained  there 
until  1853,  when  he  joined  Walker's  filibustering  expedition  for  lower  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico.  He  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Lopez,  Ence- 
nada  and  Saint  Thomas.  In  1854,  he  left  for  the  East  Indies  by  way  of  the 
Sandwich  and  Philippine  Islands.  From  there,  he  proceeded  to  China,  and 
then  to  India,  where  he  journeyed  to  the  foot  hills  of  the  Himalayas  in  quest 
of  game. 

In  the  autumn  of  1854,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  in  the  following  year 
he  was  married,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Cambridge.  Some  of  you  who  hear 
my  voice  knew  him  from  then.  A  few  brief  years,  and  the  "Wide-Awakes" 
were  parading  these  streets.  Now,  the  first  volunteers  were  drilling  with 
Prentiss  Richardson's  old  musket  in  his  law  office  yonder,  and  then  came  that 
showery  April  morning,  forty-eight  years  ago — and  how  many  times  we  have 
heard  General  Chamberlain  tell  the  story  in  this  hall — when  you  and  he  and 
the  drummer,  with  Prentiss  Richardson  at  your  head,  marched  to  the  State 


MRS.  SAMUEL  E.  CHAMBERLAIN 


THE  NEV7  YORK 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


A8T0R,  LENOX  AWB 
TILOEK  FOVJWlJ>ATitQ«l«. 


SAMUEL  E.  CHAMBERLAIN  37 

House,  with  ranks  steadily  increasing  until  there  was  nearly  a  full  company 
of  one  hundred  men;  the  assignment  as  Company  C  to  the  Third  Regiment 
of  the  Volunteer  Militia,  the  muster  into  the  United  States  service,  with  Cham- 
berlain as  first  lieutenant,  and  then  the  three  months  of  honorable  service  at 
Fortress  Munroe  and  at  Hampton,  followed  by  the  muster  out  of  the  company 
on  July  22. 

But,  like  most  of  you,  Lieutenant  Chamberlain  did  not  stay  out  of  serv- 
ice. Not  receiving  a  commission,  he  enlisted,  on  September  6,  in  the  First 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  for  which,  of  course,  his  youthful  service  had  eminently 
fitted  him.  He  was  now  nearly  thirty-two  years  of  age,  mature  in  mind,  but 
still  young  and  vigorous  in  body,  of  commanding  figure,  erect  and  soldierly, 
standing  six  feet,  three  inches,  in  his  boots,  of  courtly  manners  and  a  perfect 
horseman.  Naturally,  Chamberlain  felt  that  he  ought  to  have  a  commission. 
There  were  but  few  other  men  in  the  regiment  who  had  had  any  military  train- 
ing whatever,  and  fewer  still  a  cavalry  training,  and  he,  a  veteran  dragoon,  had 
already  been  more  times  under  fire  than  most  soldiers,  even  in  war,  ever  are, 
and  had  had,  besides,  years  of  military  service,  during  which  he  had  been  a 
private  and  a  non-commissioned  officer  in  the  regulars,  and  a  first  lieutenant 
in  the  volunteers.  Why,  under  the  circumstances,  should  he  not  receive  a 
captain's  commission?  He  ought  to,  and  he  did.  This  came  to  him  on 
November  25,  and  at  last  he  had  the  responsibility  of  a  command. 

The  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  was  highly  favored  in  its  roster.  Origi- 
nally commanded  by  Robert  Williams,  a  capable  and  energetic  officer  of  the 
regular  army,  there  were  Horace  Binney  Sargent,  and  his  brother,  L.  M.  Sar- 
gent, Jr.,  Charles  Francis  Adams,  the  Higginsons — Henry  Lee  and  James 
Jackson,  Arnold  Rand,  the  Crowinshields — Casper  and  Benjamin,  Charles 
G.  Davis,  Louis  Cabot,  Lawrence  Motley,  the  Bowditches — H.  P.  and  Nathan- 
iel, Charles  A.  Longfellow,  Atherton  H.  Stevens,  Jr.,  and  others  of  high 
character.  To  be  associated  with  these  men  meant  to  be  with  the  best  of  our 
community  then,  as  to-day,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  Chamberlain  did 
not  lose  the  opportunities  which  four  years  of  daily  intercourse  with  these 
Boston  gentlemen  and  gallant  officers  gave  him.  But  we  cannot  stop  to  dwell 
upon  his  services  and  the  services  of  this  famous  regiment  in  the  Civil  War. 
They  are  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  country,  and  the  glorious  deeds  need 
not  be  recited  here. 

Chamberlain  was  taken  prisoner  and  also  severely  wounded.  It  is  said 
that,  in  his  career,  he  participated  in  more  than  one  hundred  battles.  In 
extent,  as  well  as  in  intensity,  some  of  these  battles  were  among  the  fiercest 
that  the  world  has  ever  known.  Their  importance  is  measured  only  by  the 
importance  of  their  results.  General  Chamberlain,  it  is  said,  had  fourteen 
horses  shot  under  him  in  action,  and  was  wounded  seven  times. 

Chamberlain  was  promoted.     He  deserved  to  be.     Only  a  few  days  ago. 
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I  asked  an  officer  of  distinction,  who  was  a  captain  with  Chamberlain  in  the 
First,  and  later  commanded  another  Massachusetts  cavalry  regiment,  if  Gen- 
eral Chamberlain  was  brave  and  if  he  was  capable.  "He  was  both,"  said  he, 
"and  the  men  had  confidence  in  him  in  action.  He  deserved  his  promotion." 
Of  a  military  officer,  this  is  the  final  word. 

On  October  3,  1862,  he  was  promoted  major,  and  was  for  a  period  divi- 
sion inspector.  On  March  5,  1864,  he  was  promoted  lieutenant-colonel.  On 
September  30,  1864,  he  was  promoted  colonel  and  regimental  commander. 
He  was  breveted  brigadier-general,  United  States  Volunteers,  on  February  24, 
1865,  for  "gallant  and  meritorious  service  in  covering  the  retreat  of  Gregg's 
division  of  cavalry  at  the  disastrous  battle  of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Virginia, 
on  June  25,  1864."  Transferred  to  the  command  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Cavalry  on  July  26,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  on  November  28,  1865,  his 
36th  birthday. 

Major-General  Joseph  Hooker  commended  him  in  a  report,  for  "distin- 
guished gallantry  at  Kelley's  Ford,  and  for  heroic  services,  commanding  the 
applause  of  his  companions,  until  he  fell  severely  wounded." 

After  the  Civil  War,  he  returned  to  Massachusetts,  where  he  served  on 
the  staffs  of  Governors  Bullock  and  Claflin,  and  for  ten  years — from  187 1  to 
1 88 1 — he  was  warden  of  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  at  Concord, 
and  for  over  eight  years— from  1885  to  1893 — he  was  warden  of  the  Con- 
necticut State  Prison  at  Wethersfield.  He  held  other  positions  of  responsi- 
bility and  trust,  and  his  comrades,  both  in  the  Mexican  War  and  in  the  Civil 
War,  recognized  his  distinguished  services.  In  1893,  he  withdrew  from  the 
activities  of  public  life,  and  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate,  Maple  Hill,  at  Barre, 
Mass.  There,  for  fifteen  years,  with  the  wife  of  his  young  manhood,  and  with 
visits  from  his  children  and  grandchildren,  in  a  home  of  comfort,  filled  with 
reminiscent  collections  of  his  public  service  and  his  travels,  in  the  delightful 
environment  of  a  New  England  countryside,  he  lived  over  his  stirring  career, 
conspicuous  among  Massachusetts'  fighting  officers  and  patriotic  citizens. 

Last  November  we  laid  him  at  rest  in  Mount  Auburn,  among  the  illustrious 
dead.  The  last  page  of  his  life  book  has  been  written,  but  the  book  will  be 
opened  many  times,  not  only  by  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  him,  but  by  you 
whose  first  lieutenant  he  was,  and  by  others,  his  countrymen,  in  whose  coun- 
try's service  he  never  faltered.  To  him  and  to  you,  his  comrades  of  Company 
C,  wherever  you  may  be,  we  shall  not  cease  to  do  honor.  Your  roll  in  endur- 
ing bronze  is  inscribed  upon  the  Cambridge  city  hall.  Your  services  in  grati- 
tude will  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  Cambridge  forever. 
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HYDE  PARK  HOUSE,  LONDON,  ENGLAND 

A  FRIEND  sent  recently  a  sketch  of  Hyde  Park  House,  and  a  picture  of 
its  art  gallery,  both  from  a  New  York  press.  This  is  of  interest  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, as  it  is  the  home  of  Lady  Naylor-Leyland,  better  known  as  the  beauti- 
ful Jennie  Chamberlain  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Some  of  her  connections  were, 
and  are  still,  members  of  this  society.  It  is  one  of  the  most  stately  houses 
in  the  West  End  of  London ;  a  veritable  treasure-house  of  art !  Its  magnifi- 
cence is  largely  due  to  the  father  of  Sir  Herbert  Naylor-Leyland,  who  brought 
together  the  nucleus  of  this  fine  collection  over  forty  years  ago.  Possessing 
as  he  did  a  remarkable  taste  and  love  for  fine  art,  everything  seems  unique. 
Built  in  a  regal  style,  it  possesses  a  home-charm  and  does  not  seem  a  private 
museum.  The  outer  hall  is  typical  of  the  house.  Passing  up  a  flight  of 
marble  steps,  flanked  on  each  side  by  huge  crouching  lions,  the  visitor 
reaches  the  central  hall,  whence  rises  a  great  staircase  lighted  from  above. 
Statues,  tapestries,  bas-reliefs  and  pictures  are  on  every  side.  The  balus- 
trades of  the  staircase  and  balcony  are  finely  wrought  bronze,  with  hand-rails 
of  burnished  brass.  Near  the  entrance  to  the  picture  gallery  is  the  world- 
renowned  "Crucifixion"  by  Pisano,  1243  A.  D.  Leaving  this  gallery  with  its 
marble  floors  and  pillars,  the  centre  archway  is  reached,  flanked  by  other 
rooms,  each  filled  with  gems  of  art  of  the  16th  and  17th  centuries. 

The  picture  gallery  contains  "The  Graces"  by  Rubens;  a  remarkable 
triptych  with  scenes  from  the  miracles  by  Memling;  "The  Day  of  Judgment," 
with  Christ  seated  on  a  rainbow  throne;  a  painting  of  the  Veronese  school; 
a  canvas  by  Guido  Reni;  and  many  other  paintings.  Near  the  entrance  are 
two  beautiful  dishes  of  Italian  design,  for  rose  water;  also  the  "Triumph  of 
Hercules,"  an  exceptionally  large  composition  in  Dresden  china.  A  buhl 
table  near  the  entrance  to  the  four  drawing-rooms  is  called  the  finest  example 
of  Boule's  work  in  England,  if  not  in  Europe.  It  is  of  elaborate  design  with 
the  arms  of  Louis  XIV  emblazoned  in  the  center,  and  was  doubtless  made 
for  him.  At  each  end  of  the  gallery  stand  four  great  candelabra  of  Oriental 
china,  mounted  in  ormolu,  branching  eight  or  ten  feet  from  the  ground. 
Passing  between  two  of  these  the  ball-room  is  reached,  the  finest  in  London. 

Lady  Naylor-Leyland's  portrait  by  Edward  Hughes  is  in  the  farther 
drawing-room.  Her  marriage  to  the  son  of  the  art-loving  millionaire  was  on 
September  5,  1889.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William  Selah  Chamberlain, 
formerly  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  grand-niece  of  the  late  Selah  Chamberlain, 
the  noted  multi-millionaire  of  Cleveland,  builder  of  railways  and  bridges.  Her 
sister  Josephine  married,  in  1895,  Sir  Tom  Talbot  Leyland  Scarisbrick, 
created  a  Baronet  in  1909,  only  son  of  Sir  Charles  Scarisbrick,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  since  1906.     Lady  Naylor-Leyland  has  two  sons.  Sir  Albert 
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Edward  Herbert  Naylor-Leyland,  born  in  1890,  and  George,  born  in  1892. 
Their  country  estate  is  Nautclwyd  Hall,  Ruthin,  North  Wales.  Her  husband 
died  in  1899.  It  is  reported  that  Queen  Victoria  said  that  she  was  as  good 
as  she  was  beautiful,  and  was  as  simple  as  a  child.  She  has  always  been  a 
favorite  with  Queen  Alexandra  and  the  late  king  of  England. 

SELAH  CHAMBERLAIN  OF  CLEVELAND 

Selah  Chamberlain  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  well-known  builder  of 
canals,  railways  and  bridges,  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  May  4,  181 2. 
After  attaining  his  majority,  he  journeyed  to  Boston,  and  served  for  two 
years  as  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  grocery;  then  journeyed  to  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  began  his  life-work  by  engaging  in  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  Acquiring  some  capital  in  this 
venture,  and  in  a  similar  service  for  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Canal,  he 
took  a  large  contract  on  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  that  occupied  him  until 
1845.  In  1844  he  married  Miss  Arabella  Cochran  of  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.  In 
1845,  he  went  to  Canada,  entering  into  extensive  contracts  for  constructing 
canals  along  the  St.  Lawrence  River.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  Ver- 
mont and  assumed  complete  control  of  the  construction  of  the  Rutland  and 
Burlington  Railway  to  connect  the  Great  Lakes  with  the  sea-board,  and 
became  interested,  also,  in  the  construction  of  the  Ogdensburg  and  Rouse's 
Point  road,  later  called  the  Lake  Champlain  road. 

When  Selah  Chamberlain  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1849,  he  was 
already,  though  less  than  forty  years  of  age,  a  man  of  wealth,  but  was  still 
full  of  ardor  and  energy.  He  contracted  to  construct  the  entire  line  of  a  rail- 
way to  connect  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg,  and  pushed  the  work  so  rapidly  that 
the  road  was  opened  for  business  in  185 1.  During  the  next  quarter  of  a 
century,  he  was  constantly  employed  building  or  managing  railroads,  chiefly 
in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Iowa.  He  extended  the  Hastings  and  Dakota 
Railroad  from  the  central  part  of  Minnesota  to  Big  Stone  Lake  near  the 
western  boundary  of  the  state.  He  built  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Rail- 
road, and  operated  it  under  a  mortgage  lease  until  his  claims  for  construction 
were  satisfied.  He  built  the  Minnesota  Central,  and  was  for  many  years  its 
president;  and  built  also  the  Southern  Minnesota  Railroad,  losing  by  Minne- 
sota's repudiation  of  its  railroad  bonds  till  the  Legislature  of  1882  redeemed 
the  good  faith  of  the  state.  He  built  in  Iowa  several  roads,  which  form  a 
part  now  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  system,  becoming  a  director, 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee  and  a  heavy  stockholder  of  this  Hne,  in 
the  consolidating  and  strengthening  of  which  he  was  active  for  some  twenty 
years,  until  two  years  before  his  death,  the  mileage  increasing  during  this 
period  from  800  to  5,000  miles. 
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In  1 87 1,  he  built  the  Lake  Shore  and  Tuscarawas  Valley  Railroad. 
When  it  was  reorganized  as  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  and  Wheeling  Railroad,  he 
became  by  purchase  its  chief  stockholder  and  was  president  of  the  line  until 
his  death.  This  road  gave  an  outlet  to  the  Lakes  at  Cleveland  and  Lorain 
for  the  coal  of  West  Virginia  and  southern  Ohio.  In  187 1,  he  established 
the  banking-house  of  Chamberlain,  Gorham  &  Perkins,  which  was  considered 
for  nearly  a  decade  one  of  the  most  trustworthy  financial  institutions  in  the 
state,  and  was  then  merged,  in  1880,  in  the  Merchants'  National  Bank,  later 
the  Mercantile  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  a  director  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  director,  also,  of  the  Iron  Cliff  Co.,  of  the  Minnesota  and  North- 
western Railroad,  and  of  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of  Cleveland.  He 
was  president,  at  some  period  of  his  life,  of  the  Cleveland  Transportation  Co., 
of  the  Cleveland  Iron  Mining  Co.;  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  president 
of  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Angeline  Iron  Co.  He  was  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  waterworks  of  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

He  died  at  his  home  on  Euclid  Avenue,  Cleveland,  December  30,  1890. 
His  wife  died  March  25,  1887,  and  his  two  children  died  in  childhood.  His 
country  estate  was  at  Wickliife  in  the  Lake  Country.  By  his  will  the  chief 
heirs  of  his  estate,  approximately  $10,000,000,  were  three  of  the  children  of 
his  nephew,  Robert  Chamberlain,  who  died  at  Santa  Barbara,  California, 
August  II,  x888,  and  who  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Chamberlain,  who  died  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  December  6,  1864,  aged  sixty-three.  Joseph  Chamberlain 
had  three  sons,  the  other  two  being  William  Selah  Chamberlain,  now  living 
in  England,  where  his  daughters  live,  as  the  preceding  sketch  shows,  and  the 
late  Joseph  Chamberlain  of  Cherry  Valley,  New  York.  Two  sisters  of  Selah 
Chamberlain  have  passed  away  since  his  death, — Mrs.  Holbrook  of  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  and  Mrs.  Olive  Chamberlain  Taft  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Kimball,  whose  death  is  recorded  in  this  Report. 

For  thirty-eight  years  Selah  Chamberlain  was  a  member  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Cleveland,  and  for  some  years  was  president  of  the 
Congregation.  There  is  not  room  to  repeat  the  high  eulogy  delivered  at  his 
funeral  by  his  pastor.  "During  the  war  for  the  Union  Mr.  Lincoln's  adminis- 
tration had  no  more  zealous  supporter",  writes  E.  R.  Perkins,  a  business 
associate,  "and  he  contributed  freely  of  his  means  and  in  every  other  prac- 
ticable way  lent  the  government  his  aid".  He  was  a  Republican  until  1872, 
when  he  ran  for  Congress  in  Cleveland  on  a  Greeley  ticket.  Later  he  was 
an  independent  voter.  Mr.  E.  R.  Perkins  wrote  of  him  a  few  years  before 
his  death:  "In  person  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  tall  and  spare.  His  manner  is 
modest  and  retiring.  *****  His  judgment  of  character  is  almost 
absolutely  perfect,  so  that  in  all  the  positions  of  trust  in  which  he  has  placed 
men  he  has  in  no  single  instance  been  deceived.  In  his  friendship  he  is 
warm-hearted  and  sincere  and  commands  in  return  the  affectionate  respect  of 
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all  who  share  his  confidence.  Young  men  always  find  in  him  a  prudent 
adviser  and  friend,  and  more  than  one  successful  business  man  owes  his  suc- 
cess to  his  timely  assistance,  generously  and  considerately  bestowed." 

Notwithstanding  great  pressure  of  business  he  "acquired  a  high  degree 
of  culture",  Mr.  J.  H.  Kennedy  writes  in  the  Magazine  of  Western  History, 
October,  1885  (vol.  11,  pp.  613-615).  To  this  article  we  acknowledge  hereby 
indebtedness,  as  well  as  to  friends  of  the  family.  As  Mr.  Kennedy  remarks, 
a  complete  story  of  Selah  Chamberlain's  railway  interests  would  fill  a  volume. 
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HON.  WILLIAM  CHAMBERLIN  OF  VERMONT 

By  Jenny  Chamberlain  Watts 

William  Chamberlain  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  Mass.,  April  27,  1755, 
and  was  baptised  May  4th.     He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (Mellen) 

Chamberlain.  His  grandfather,  Deacon  Henry  Mellen,  is  said  to  have  "built 
the  first  house  in  what  is  now  Hopkinton",  more  probably  the  first  house  on 
land  leased  for  ninety-nine  years  from  the  trustees  of  Edward  Hopkins'  estate 
for  the  benefit  of  Harvard  College.  He  was  a  member  of  the  town's  first 
Board  of  Selectmen,  chosen  March  25,  1725  ;  and  a  deacon  of  the  church 
from  1732  to  1767.  (Hurd,  Hist,  of  Middlesex  Co.,  iii  800,  801.)  William 
spent  much  of  his  early  boyhood  in  the  home  of  this  grandfather.  (2  Proc. 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc,  x.  491.)  His  uncles  and  aunts  intermarried  with  the  lead- 
ing families  of  the  town, — Wood,  Burnap,  Jones,  Nutt.  Rev.  John  Mellen,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1741,  pastor  at  Sterling  and  later  at  Hanover, 
was  his  uncle.  Prentice  Mellen,  later  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  Maine,  was 
a  first  cousin.  (Drake,  Middlesex  Co.,  i  495  ;  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Reg. 
VII.,  75,  167.)  His  uncle,  Thomas  Mellen,  married  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  his 
aunt,  Martha  Chamberlain,  married  Benjamin  Wood,  both  children  of  John 
Wood,  who  received  in  1714,  from  his  wife's  father,  Joseph  Buckminster,  a 
deed  of  half  of  Whitehall  Farm,  and  with  Elnathan  Allen  owned  what  was 
probably  the  first  saw  mill  in  Hopkinton,  standing  as  early  as  July,  17 17,  at 
the  outlet  of  Whitehall  Pond.  Wood  was  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  Hopkinton  (1725)  and  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  church 
gathered  there.  When  he  died  in  August,  1725,  his  seven  children  were  all 
minors,  but  they  retained  his  estate  and  were  prominent  in  town  affairs  when 
William  Chamberlain  was  a  boy.  His  uncle,  John  Chamberlain,  married 
Mary  Wood.  The  settlement  of  Woodville  in  the  western  part  of  Hopkinton 
near  the  Whitehall  Reservoir  of  the  Boston  Water  Works  keeps  alive  the 
memory  of  this  family.  William's  aunt,  Mary  Mellen,  married  in  1749,  John 
Jones,  son  of  Capt.  John  Jones,  who  owned  a  tract  of  631  acres  by  the  Sud- 
bury River,  where  the  village  of  Ashland  stands  now,  and  who  represented 
Hopkinton  in  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  from  1735  to  1767,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  Joseph  Mellen,  uncle  of  William  Chamberlain. 
In  the  thirty  years  from  1744  to  1773,  there  were  only  six  years  in  which, 
apparently,  his  father,  his  grandfather,  or  an  uncle  did  not  serve  on  the  Board 
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of  Selectmen  ;  and  for  ten  years  of  this  period  both  a  Chamberlain  and  a 
Mellen  were  on  the  Board. 

Hopkinlon  was  a  farming  community,  and  William  enjoyed  only  about 
two  months'  schooling  in  a  year.  Yet  he  was  fond  of  books,  was  possessed 
of  a  quick  apprehension  and  an  uncommonly  tenacious  memory,  and  hoped 
for  a  college  education,  borrowing  Latin  books  and  committing  them  to 
memory  in  preparation  for  the  longed-for  opportunity.  His  hopes  were 
defeated  by  sickness  in  his  father's  family,  by  the  death  of  an  uncle,  by  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  New  Hampshire,  and  finally  by  the  outbreak  of 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  His  father,  Samuel  Chamberlain,  "though  not 
poor,  was  not  in  very  affluent  circumstances,  &  was  able  by  dint  of  industry 
to  bring  up  a  large  family  in  a  reputable  manner".  This  sentence  and  the 
facts  which  follow  are  from  a  sketch  of  his  early  life  written  by  General 
Chamberlin  to  his  son,  Mellen,  in  1827,  and  published  in  the  "Proceedings 
of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society",  March,  1896,  (pp.  491-502).  In 
September,  1767,  his  elder  brother,  Samuel,  was  taken  ill  of  a  terrible  fever 
of  a  typhus  kind ;  and  this  fever  continued  in  the  family  until  March  of  the 
following  year.  Four  children  and  both  parents  were  ill,  one  child  died,  and 
the  mother's  health  was  permanently  impaired.  The  expense  of  doctor, 
nurses  and  hired  help  left  the  family  in  debt,  and  for  two  or  three  years 
William  and  his  father  worked  from  sunrise  to  sunset  cutting  cedar  shingles 
on  the  lots  which  the  father  owned  in  swamps  two  or  three  miles  from  home, 
while  his  younger  and  older  brothers  managed  the  farm  except  in  haytime 
and  harvest.  On  a  visit  to  Capt.  Joseph  Eastman  of  Concord  in  1772,  his 
father  was  persuaded  by  this  brother-in-law  to  purchase  a  tract  of  600  acres 
in  the  adjoining  town  of  Loudon,  N.  H.  This  he  did  in  partnership  with 
John  Chamberlain.  In  the  summer  of  1772,  William  and  his  brother,  Samuel, 
went  with  this  uncle  John,  to  Loudon,  and  cleared  and  sowed  a  field  of  wheat. 
William  is  said  to  have  taught  school  that  winter, — when  seventeen  years  of 
age.  The  father  and  uncle  entered  into  an  agreement,  by  which  the  uncle 
took  the  father's  farm  in  Hopkinton,  and  the  father  the  land  in  Loudon.  In 
March,  1774,  the  family  moved  to  New  Hampshire. 

Two  days  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  a  horse- 
man knocked  violently  on  the  door  of  the  isolated  farmhouse  in  Loudon,  and 
summoned  William  Chamberlain  to  appear  the  next  morning  at  the  place  of 
parade  prepared  to  march  south  to  check  the  British  advance.  The  courage  and 
determination  of  the  lad  of  nineteen  stood  the  test  of  a  march  of  two  miles  alone 
through  a  dark  pine  woods  with  the  thought  of  a  possible  death  in  battle  or  exe- 
cution for  treason  ;  and  two  days  later  the  news  of  the  British  retreat  permitted 
the  minute-men  to  return  home.  He  had  "read  with  deep  interest  and  feeling 
all  the  essays  in  newspapers  and  pamphlets  in  which  the  natural  rights  and 
dutys  of  man  in  society  were  explained  and  vindicated,  and  in  which  the  act 
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of  the  British  Parliament  de[c]laring  their  right  to  bind  the  Colonies  by  their 
legislative  acts  in  all  cases  whatsoever  were  denounced  as  arbitrary  & 
tyranical,  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  natural  or  civil  liberty,"  and  had 
"imbibed  the  most  enthusiastic  ideas  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man". 
Thus  not  only  the  sentiments,  but  much  of  the  language  of  the  speeches  and 
writings  of  Hancock,  Otis,  Quincy  and  Adams  were  almost  indelibly  impressed 
upon  his  memory. 

Samuel  Chamberlain,  his  elder  brother,  enlisted  as  Orderly  Sergeant  in 
Capt.  Jeremiah  Clough's  company  of  Col.  Enoch  Poor's  regiment  for  eight 
months.  He  entered  the  service  May  27,  1775,  but  was  released  at  the  end 
of  six  weeks  to  return  to  his  young  wife  in  Loudon,  on  William's  enlisting  as  a 
private  with  exemption  "from  other  duty  to  do  the  writing  for  the  company." 
As  Captain  Clough  had  promised  to  receive  him  in  his  brother's  place  as 
sergeant,  William  Chamberlain  was  duly  indignant.  His  account  of  his  trials 
in  this  company  encamped  at  Winter  Hill,  Somerville,  is  interesting  reading. 
When  his  term  of  service  expired,  he  enlisted  six  or  seven  men  out  of  this 
company  and  marched  off  in  triumph  to  join  as  sergeant  Capt.  Joshua 
Abbott's  company  in  Colonel  Stark's  regiment.  (See  in  confirmation  N.  H. 
State  Papers,  XIV,  303-305,  465.) 

Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  on  March  19  or  20,  1776, 
he  marched  with  his  regiment  to  Norwich,  Conn. ;  rested  two  days,  marched 
to  New  London,  spent  several  days  very  distressingly  on  Long  Island  Sound 
buffeted  by  adverse  winds,  and  arrived  finally  in  New  York  City  for  an  en- 
joyable month,  March  29th  to  April  29th.  Seven  days  were  then  passed  on  a 
journey  from  New  York  to  Albany,  struggling  against  adverse  winds  on  the 
Hudson  and  marching  the  last  of  the  way  on  foot.  After  a  few  days  in 
Albany,  they  marched  to  Lake  George  and  proceeded  by  boat  to  Ticonderoga. 
Continuing  their  journey  north  in  sail  boats,  they  landed  for  an  hour  at 
Crown  Point ;  were  forced  a  few  hours  later,  by  high  waves  and  winds,  to 
camp  for  two  days  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Champlain ;  arrived  at  St. 
Johns  May  29,  1776.  Immediately  volunteers  were  called  for  to  relieve  the 
fort  at  the  Cedars  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Marching  the  next  morning  they 
met  the  capitulated  American  forces  at  La  Prairie.  They  were  ordered  to 
Montreal,  and  were  forced  to  spend  two  weeks  in  that  smallpox-infested  city. 
Then  the  troops  marched  to  Sorell,  whence,  two  days  after  their  arrival,  they 
were  driven,  by  the  advance  of  Burgoyne's  army,  in  precipitate  retreat,  travel- 
ling day  and  night.  Arriving  at  Fort  Chambly  they  loaded  their  boats  deeply 
with  ammunition  and,  destroying  the  fort,  towed  the  boats  up  the  falls.  Every 
commissioned  officer  in  his  company  had  been  inoculated  for  smallpox  and 
preceded  the  company  to  the  Island  Aux  (Isle  aux  Noix),  so  William  Cham- 
berlain, Sergeant,  directed  himself  and  his  men  and  boats  in  this  retreat  with- 
out supervision.     Arriving  at  St.  Johns  at  sunset,  he  was  ordered  immediately 
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to  Isle  aux  Noix,  spending  by  the  way  a  foggy  night  on  shore  without  a  fire, 
so  great  was  the  fear  of  the  enemy.  The  island  was  covered  with  soldiers 
sick  with  the  smallpox.  William  Chamberlain  inoculated  himself  with  a  jack- 
knife  and  continued  his  journey  south  in  the  same  boat  with  smallpox  patients, 
several  of  whom  died.  About  five  days  of  hard  rowing  brought  them  to 
Crown  Point.  He  was  afraid  to  touch  salt  pork,  which  was  supposed  to  in- 
crease the  danger  from  smallpox,  and  lived  for  these  five  days  of  hard  labor 
on  clear  tea,  boiled  in  an  open  tin  dish,  and  flour  cakes,  for  as  no  one  lived 
then  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  it  was  impossible  to  get  other  supplies  than 
those  furnished  to  the  troops  by  the  poverty-stricken  Continental  Congress. 
The  tea  he  bought  in  Montreal.  At  Chimney  Point,  across  Lake  Champlain 
from  Crown  Point,  they  encamped  "in  a  tow  tent  on  the  cold  ground".  All 
but  two  of  his  company  were  ill  with  the  smallpox  before  their  arrival  there, 
and  these  two  succumbed  to  the  disease.  They  had  neither  medicines  nor 
nurses.  Although  he  had  lived  on  a  starving  regimen  for  over  a  month,  he 
w^as  the  most  capable  man  in  his  company  and  crossed  the  lake  every  other 
day  to  draw  and  distribute  provisions.  Several  times  he  fell  in  a  swoon,  and 
when  the  Declaration  of  Independence  arrived,  he  could  read  it  for  only  two 
minutes  at  a  time,  his  eyes  were  so  seriously  affected.  From  seventy-six 
men  in  his  company  at  St.  Johns  on  May  29th,  twenty-three  were  dead  before 
November  i6th.  For  six  or  seven  weeks  at  Fort  Independence  (Ticonderoga) 
during  the  later  months  of  this  period,  he  and  Sergeant  Seth  Spring  (later 
Capt.  Seth  Spring  of  Saco,  Me.)  were  actively  engaged  making  spruce  beer 
for  the  troops.  The  first  barrel  they  drank  themselves  and  gave  away ;  the 
second,  they  sold  by  the  mug,  and  soon  were  making  and  selling  from  three 
to  five  barrels  a  day.  They  improved  their  health  and  the  health  of  the 
troops.  William  Chamberlain  believed  that  he  would  never  have  reached 
home  alive,  if  he  had  not  had  money  to  spend  on  the  march  through  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  and  to  purchase  a  horse  to  carry  him  back  to  New 
Hampshire. 

November  16,  1776,  they  resumed  the  march  south,  first  to  Fort  George, 
where  a  week  was  spent;  thence  to  Albany,  where  they  received  two  months' 
pay.  As  the  time  for  which  they  had  enlisted  expired  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  the  order  to  march  farther  south  was  a  surprise  and  disappointment. 
The  night  of  December  3rd  was,  he  thought,  the  most  uncomfortable  of  his 
life,  spent  between  Albany  and  Kingston  in  the  hold  of  a  boat  so  crowded 
that  he  could  not  escape  to  the  storm-beaten  deck  from  its  ill  odours,  fighting 
and  cursing.  A  day  or  two  were  passed  pleasantly  among  the  people  of 
Dutch  descent  at  Esopus.  Then  he  suffered  in  a  cold  and  dreary  march 
through  West  Jersey  to  Newtowne,  Pa.,  where  he  arrived  on  December  20th, 
or  2 1  St,  being  one  of  nine  officers  and  privates,  out  of  a  company  of  seventy, 
to  survive  the  northern  campaign  and  join  the  army  of  General  Washington. 
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On  Christmas  morning  they  were  paraded  and  kept  the  field  until  sunset, 
then  marched  for  Trenton,  eighteen  miles  distant.  William  Chamberlain 
shared  in  the  famous  crossing  of  the  icy  Delaware,  the  silent  march  through 
a  snowstorm  to  surprise  the  Hessians  at  Trenton,  and  the  quick,  sharp  engage- 
ment just  before  sunrise.  He  was  near  General  Washington  when  the  British 
standard  was  surrendered.  Sent  with  the  detachment  that  pursued  the  Brit- 
ish, he  returned  drenched  with  rain,  his  shoes  drinking  in  half  melted  snow 
and  water  at  every  step,  and  found  that  he  must  wait  for  the  prisoners  to  be 
ferried  across  the  river.  He  bent  for  half  an  hour  over  a  fire,  shaking  with  an 
attack  of  the  ague.  Recovering  sufficiently  to  return  to  the  river,  he  was 
again  chilled  by  the  keen  northwest  wind  that  had  arisen,  but  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  discover  a  Miss  Chamberlain  in  a  house  not  far  from  the  ferry  and 
obtain  for  his  name's  sake  a  bowl  of  hot  meat  broth.  Crossing  with  the  rear 
guard,  he  returned  to  headquarters  at  Newtowne.  There  the  men  had  to 
shift  for  themselves  ;  only  six  or  seven  of  the  company  remained ;  their  time 
of  service  expired.  William  Chamberlain  had  seen  enough  of  the  war  for  the 
time  being,  and  asked  the  discharge  of  himself  and  men  from  Colonel  Stark. 
He  and  Seth  Spring  and  a  few  others  bought  horses,  visited  Philadelphia, 
and  on  January  3rd  rode  north.  In  a  biographical  account,  written  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  it  is  stated  that  he  bore  dispatches  from  Washington  to 
Green,  presumably  en  route  to  Philadelphia. 

In  the  spring  of  1777,  William  Chamberlain  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  worked  on  it  until  July,  when  he  was  persuaded  by  Capt. 
Benjamin  Sias  of  Canterbury  to  join  his  company  as  orderly  sergeant.  July 
20,  he  marched  in  Col.  Thomas  Stickney's  regiment  in  General  Stark's  Bri- 
gade into  Vermont  to  defend  the  frontier  threatened  by  the  retreat  of  St.  Clair 
from  Ticonderoga.  (See  also  N.  H.  State  Papers,  XIV,  179.)  During  a 
week's  delay  at  Manchester,  he  did  duty  as  adjutant  to  Colonel  Stickney's 
regiment  till  the  adjutant  arrived,  and  was  then  appointed  sergeant  major. 
He  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  Bennington,  for  the  militia  of  the  northernmost 
states,  the  most  splendid  victory  of  the  war,  as  amateurs  withstood  through  a 
long  day's  fight  professionals  trained  in  the  Prussian  army,  and,  though  the 
attacking  party,  won  the  victory.  He  brought  away,  his  biographer  stated, 
"  as  trophies  a  stand  of  arms  wrested  from  a  Hessian  soldier  in  personal  con- 
test and  the  Book  of  General  Orders  for  Baum's  detachment  describing  the 
route  and  objects  of  the  expedition  ".  (See  also  Proc.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc,  April 
1896,  pp.  503-506.)  For  the  rest  of  that  brief  campaign  he  served  as  Quar- 
ter Master,  the  Quarter  Master  having  been  wounded  in  the  battle.  He  was 
not  commissioned.  His  time  of  service  was  from  July  20  to  September  27, 
and  the  allowance  for  travel  was  for  180  miles.  He  declined,  he  said,  fur- 
ther service.  An  interesting  confirmation  of  this  statement  is  the  following  : 
June  23,  1779,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  New  Hampshire  voted  to 
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raise  300  men  for  the  defense  of  Rhode  Island  in  six  companies,  etc.,  "Will- 
iam Chamberlain  of  Concord  to  be  a  Lieutenant  to  command  the  Major's 
company,"  etc.  William  Chamberlain  did  not  go  to  the  field,  presumably 
because  in  June,  1779,  he  was  in  Peacham,  Vermont;  during  that  month  he 
"  pitched  a  lot "  on  a  right  which  he  had  purchased. 

With  the  Battle  of  Bennington  General  Chamberlin's  autobiography  ends 
abruptly.  A  few  facts  concerning  his  later  life  have  been  gleaned  from  such 
family  papers  as  the  mice  have  spared  and  from  printed  records.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  a  young  woman  in  Concord  was  partly  responsible  for  the  waning 
interest  in  military  affairs  noted  above,  as  some  months  later  he  married 
(March  15,  1781)  Jenny  Eastman,  daughter  of  Captain  Joseph  and  Abigail 
(Mellen)  Eastman.  She  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  September  12,  1762, 
and  died  October  23,  1830,  in  Peacham,  Vt.  Capt.  Joseph  Eastman  (born 
June  10,  1715  ;  died  in  1803)  commanded  a  company  at  Crown  Point  in  1775, 
and  later  was  with  Colonel  Gerrish  at  Ticonderoga.  His  father,  Capt.  Eben- 
ezer  Eastman  (born  February  17,  1681  ;  died  July  28,  1748)  was  one  of  the 
original  grantees  and  the  first  settler  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  was  one  of  its 
most  prominent  citizens.  He  served  in  the  expedition  against  Port  Royal, 
was  a  Captain  of  Infantry  in  the  expedition  of  17 11  against  Quebec,  was 
present  as  a  Captain  at  the  surrender  of  Louisburg,  June  16,  1745,  and  went 
a  second  time  to  Cape  Breton  in  1746.  Ebenezer  was  the  grandson  of  Roger 
Eastman,  who  was  christened  April  4,  16 10,  in  the  church  of  St.  Lawrence  at 
Downton  near  Salisbury,  England ;  sailed  in  the  ship  Confidence  in  April, 
1638  ;  and  settled  in  Salisbury,  Mass.  This  Roger  was  the  third  son  of 
Nicholas  Eastman  of  Charlton,  on  the  Avon  River  two  miles  above  Downton, 
and  grandson  of  "  Roger  Eastman  of  Charleton  ",  whose  will  was  executed 
Jan.  II,  and  probated  Feb.  21,  1604.  (Bouton,  Hist,  of  Concord,  N.  H.;  Guy 
S.  Rix,  Hist,  and  Gen.  of  the  Eastman  Family  in  America,  i  20-26,  74,  154  ; 
Granite  Monthly,  Dec,  1910,  pp.  391-396.) 

As  early  as  1779,  William  Chamberlain  became  interested  in  the  settling 
of  Peacham,  Vermont,  a  township  chartered  in  1763  by  Benning  Wentworth, 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire.  May  13,  1779,  William  Chamberlain  of  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  purchased  of  Phineas  Lyman,  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  for  ;^3oo,  "  one 
whole  Reight  or  Share  of  land  "  in  Peacham.  The  conveyance  included  a 
warranty  against  all  "  Persons  whomsoever  if  Wm.  Chamberlain  or  his  assigns 
shall  settle  said  Right  in  such  a  Manner  as  was  Originally  Requird  by  the 
Charter  by  the  first  day  of  January  next,  otherwise  said  warranty  to  extend  to 
all  persons  claiming  from  by  or  under  "  Phineas  Lyman  or  Wiseman  Clagget. 
the  original  grantee.  On  the  foot  of  the  deed  is  the  writing  :  "  This  deed  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Grantee  if  ye  consideration  be  paid  in  three  Weeks  from 
the  Date."  On  the  same  day  Peter  Blanchard  of  Concord  received  a  similar 
deed  of  a  share  in  Peacham  from  Benjamin  Colt  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  William 
Chamberlain  being  one  of  the  witnesses. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  signature  was  Chamberlain.  In  the 
years  which  followed  ChamberAz/V;  and  Chamber//^  both  appear  in  his  hand- 
writing, sometimes  on  the  same  page.  In  later  life  he  spelt  it  uniformly 
Chamber//^.  So  far  as  is  known  his  father  and  grandfather  always  wrote 
ChamberAzm.  His  brothers  seem  to  have  drifted  into  his  habit  of  abbrevi- 
ating the  name.  His  two  eldest  sons  reverted  to  the  older  form.  In  this 
paper  the  form  Chamberlain  will  be  used  for  the  earlier  years  and  Chamberlin 
for  the  later  years  of  his  life. 

William  Chamberlain  did  not  fulfill  this  condition  as  to  settlement  in  per- 
son. Though  one-half  of  the  lot  drawn  on  the  right  of  Wiseman  Clagget  in  the 
second  division  of  lands  in  Peacham  is  included  in  William  Chamberlain's  list 
for  the  direct  tax  of  1798,  Captain  Ephraim  Foster  "pitched"  lot  No.  50  in 
the  "  Square  "  on  this  right  in  June,  1779  ;  and,  in  a  list  of  grantees  and  lot 
owners  drawn  by  William  Chamberlain  in  1785,  appears  as  the  owner  of  the  lot. 
Also,  in  this  month  of  June,  1779,  William  Chamberlain  "  pitched  "  lot  Number 
47  in  the  "  Square  "  on  the  right  of  Oliver  Smith,  Lot  No.  47  was  west  of 
the  mountain  road  between  Foster's  Pond  and  the  road.  Two  lots  lay 
between  it  and  the  Farrow  farm,  which  stands  where  the  road  to  Cabot  and 
the  old  road  to  Marshfield  diverge.  (Lot  located  by  Miss  Jennie  Cowles.) 
Other  men  who  made  pitches  in  this  month  were  Colonel  Thomas  Johnson, 
James  Bayley,  Benony  Thayer,  Moses  Bayley,  Robert  Ambrose,  Peter  Blan- 
chard  and  Joel  Blanchard, 

In  April,  1779,  Colonel  Moses  Hazen  was  ordered  to  move  his  military 
stores  to  Peacham  in  order  to  continue  building  the  military  road,  which  Gen- 
eral Bayley  had  carried  six  miles  beyond  Peacham  in  1776.  A  portion  of 
Bedel's  regiment  was  sent  to  Peacham  to  construct  the  road,  and  build  block- 
houses there  and  at  points  farther  north.  The  road  was  extended  that 
summer  about  fifty  miles  beyond  Peacham  through  what  are  now  Cabot, 
Walden,  Hardwick,  Greensboro,  Craftsbury,  Etc.  The  work  on  the  road  was 
discontinued  late  in  August  (N.  H.  State  Papers,  xvii,  329,  331,  343,  345, 
etc.;  Frederic  P.  Wells,  Hist,  of  Newbury,  Vt.,  86,  87  ;  Records  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  Vermont,  i,  218.) 

The  charter  of  Peacham  was  granted  in  December,  1763,  and  the  first 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at  Hadley,  Mass.,  Jan.  18,  1764.  But 
an  order  of  King  George  III  in  1764,  assigning  all  lands  west  of  the  Connec- 
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ticut  River  to  the  Province  of  New  York,  compromised  the  titles  received 
from  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  and  led  to  an  irregular  warfare  in 
what  is  now  Vermont  between  the  settlers  and  the  agents  of  the  Provincial 
Government  of  New  York.  The  outbreak  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
increased  the  insecurity  of  life  and  property  in  this  region,  hence  the  normal 
development  of  the  township  was  checked.  (Vt.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.  1908-1909, 
pp.  119,  145,  148,  etc.)  Shortly  before  William  Chamberlain  purchased  a 
right  to  land  in  Peacham,  Ira  Allen,  agent  of  Vermont,  became  convinced 
that  the  leading  men  in  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  wished  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  Hampshire  over  the  lands  west  of  the  Connecticut 
River.  WiUiam  Chamberlain's  father,  Samuel  Chamberlain,  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1778.  Later,  in  the  year  1779,  New 
Hampshire  laid  its  claims  openly  before  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation. 
(Vt.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.  1908-1909,  pp.  142-149.) 

Presumably  the  ordering  of  troops  to  Peacham,  and  New  Hampshire's 
decision  to  claim  jurisdiction  over  what  is  now  Vermont,  led  to  a  revival  of 
interest  in  Peacham  lands  in  1779.  At  least  two  requests  for  a  proprietors' 
meeting  came  to  Elisha  Porter  of  Hadley,  the  clerk  chosen  by  the  proprietors 
in  17C4.  One  application  was  dated  Newbury  (Vt.),  August  27,  1779;  the 
other  was  signed  at  Hadley  by  Benj.  Colt,  Daniel  White  and  Phineas  Lyman 
October  13,  1779.  According  to  a  vote  in  1764,  meetings  might  be  called  by 
the  clerk  on  the  application  of  proprietors  owning  one  sixteenth  of  the  town- 
ship by  posting  a  notice  in  some  public  place  in  Hadley  at  least  fourteen  days 
previous  to  the  day  appointed.  A  meeting  was  thus  called  for  Oct.  27th 
at  Hadley.  It  met,  adjourned  twice,  and  dissolved  on  Nov.  3rd  without 
transacting  any  business,  because  too  few  proprietors  were  present.  A  few 
months  later,  on  March  17,  1780,  Elisha  Porter  posted  a  call  for  a  meeting  at 
Hadley  on  March  30th.  Benjamin  Colt  was  chosen  moderator;  then  the 
meeting  adjourned,  without  transacting  business,  to  April  20,  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  in  Newbury  in  the  "New  Hampshire  Grants",  now  Ver- 
mont. The  adjourned  meeting  "fell  through",  because  the  moderator  did  not 
appear  with  necessary  papers.  William  Chamberlain,  according  to  an  account 
which  he  kept,  made  "a  Journey  from  Concord  to  Coos  to  bring  Papers  and 
attend  a  Meeting  in  April  1780",  hence  he  was  one  of  the  men  disappointed 
by  Benjamin  Colt's  failure  to  appear.  (This  northern  region  was  commonly 
known  as  the  Coos  Country.)  On  the  day  on  which  Benj.  Colt  was 
expected  as  moderator  at  Newbury,  he,  Jonathan  Child,  Samuel  Hopkins  and 
Gen.  Jacob  Bayley  signed  at  Hadley  a  demand  upon  Elisha  Porter,  Clerk,  for 
the  calling  of  a  meeting  at  Hadley  as  soon  as  might  be.  Meanwhile,  two 
days  later,  April  22,  Benj.  Whetcomb,  Thomas  Johnson,  Samuel  Merrill, 
Samuel  Young,  Samuel  Atkinson,  Asher  Chamberlain  and  others,  owners 
they  claimed  of  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  township,  signed  at  Haverhill, 
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N.  H.,  just  across  the  Connecticut  River  from  Newbury,  a  demand  for  a  meet- 
ing at  the  house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  in  "Newbury  in  Coos",  May  25. 
William  Chamberlain  journeyed  south  with  this  paper  to  Hadley,  for  on  May 
nth  the  Proprietors  voted  "to  pay  William  Chamberlain  for  a  Journey  from 
Coos  to  Hadley  in  order  to  get  a  Proprietor's  meeting  notified  three  pounds 
twelve  shillings  and  ten  pence  making  the  money  Equal  to  what  it  was  in  the 
Year  1774".  When  he  arrived  in  Hadley,  he  found  that  Elisha  Porter,  in 
response  to  the  earlier  demand  made  April  20,  had  posted  a  call  for  a  meeting 
at  Hadley,  May  4.  The  Proprietors  met,  chose  Benjamin  Colt  moderator, 
and  adjourned  without  transacting  other  business  to  May  10,  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  at  Newbury  in  the  New  Hampshire  Grants.  Thus  the 
men  who  intended  to  settle  in  Peacham,  won  a  victory  over  those  whose  only 
interest  was  financial.  A  two  days'  session  was  held  at  Newbury  on  May 
loth  and  nth,  the  first  item  of  business  being  the  choice  of  William  Cham- 
berlain as  Clerk  of  the  Proprietors  to  succeed  Elisha  Porter,  who  had  resigned 
that  office. 

The  Proprietors  voted  secondly,  on  May  loth,  "that  those  lots  which  were 
laid  out  and  sold  by  Jacob  Bayley  Esq.,  which  are  now  settled  to  the  Accept- 
ance of  a  Committee  that  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  be 
Confirm'd  and  Recorded  to  the  present  Inhabitants  or  Posessors  On  Condi- 
tion of  their  paying  six  pounds  making  the  Money  Equal  to  what  it  was  in 
the  Year  1774  for  Each  hundred  acre  lot  to  the  proprietors  treasury  if  not 
already  paid  to  General  Bayley  (and  if  Paid  to  said  Bayley  his  Refunding  the 
Money  to  the  Proprietors)".  The  clause  included  in  the  parentheses  was 
added  when  this  vote  was  confirmed  in  September,  1782.  Gen.  Jacob  Bayley 
had  laid  out  seventy-five  lots  containing  one  hundred  acres  each,  and  had 
sold  some  lands  to  settlers  under  the  authority  of  Phineas  Lyman,  who  was 
given  a  power  of  attorney  for  that  express  purpose  by  six  or  more  of  the  pro- 
prietors on  June  I,  1773-  (See  also  Vt.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc,  1908-9,  p.  119.) 
Also  other  proprietors  or  their  assignees  had,  for  instance  in  June,  1779, 
"pitched"  upon  one  or  more  of  these  seventy-five  lots,  which  were  known 
collectively  as  the  "Square".  May  nth,  it  was,  "Voted  that  Thomas  John- 
son, William  Chamberlain,  Joshua  Bayley,  Asher  Chamberlain  &  Abial 
Blanchard  be  a  Committee  to  Determine  how  many  of  those  lots  that  are  now 
pitch'd  upon  are  properly  settled  and  to  order  such  as  they  shall  accept  to  be 
(Confirmed  and)  Recorded  to  the  present  Inhabitants  or  Possessors."  Sep- 
tember 4,  1782,  this  vote  was  confirmed,  the  words  included  in  parentheses 
being  added.  September  6,  1782,  Jacob  Bayley  signed  a  promise  "to  Pay  or 
account  unto  William  Chamberlin,  Clerk  for  the  Proprietors  of  Peacham, 
Twenty  Silver  Dollers  Per  Lot  for  Sixteen  Lots  which  the  Proprietors  have 
voted  to  me  or  the  Present  persesers."  Thus  this  committee  was  able  to  set- 
tle one  of  the  most  vexed  questions  affecting  the  early  settlement  of  the  town. 
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May  II,  1780,  the  Proprietors  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  to  lay  out 
the  rest  of  the  township  in  accord  with  resolutions  passed  on  the  same  day. 
For  this  committee  the  same  men  were  chosen  as  for  the  committee  just 
mentioned,  but  two  changes  were  made  later,  so  that  the  committee  as  con- 
firmed September  4,  1782,  was:  William  Chamberlain,  Abial  Blanchard, 
Asher  Chamberlain,  Ensign  James  Mitchell  and  Benoni  Thayer.  It  is  notice- 
able that  three  of  these  men,  William  Chamberlain,  Blanchard  and  Mitchell, 
were  from  Concord,  N.  H. 

A  vote  was  passed  to  encourage  the  building  of  a  grist  mill,  referring  the 
matter  to  the  committee,  mentioned  above,  "  appointed  to  settle  the  Pitches 
in  the  town".  Sundry  other  votes  of  less  permanent  importance  were  passed. 
It  was  decided  that,  in  the  future,  meetings  should  be  notified  by  advertising 
in  the  weekly  newspapers  at  Hartford  for  three  successive  weeks.  The  Pro- 
prietors adjourned  to  meet  at  Newbury  on  the  first  Thursday  in  July.  William 
Chamberlain  had  been  appointed  on  every  committee  chosen  at  this  meeting. 

During  the  following  month,  June,  1780,  William  Chamberlain  spent 
seventeen  and  one-half  days  in  Peacham  as  a  surveyor  running  the  line 
around  the  township  and  laying  out  lots,  and  four  days  in  "viewing  Pitches 
and  Roads".  (Account  drawn  by  him  August  18,  1783.)  The  proprietors 
were  notified  to  meet  at  Newbury  September  20,  1780.  As  few  attended, 
those  present  adjourned  to  meet  at  Peacham  October  24,  but  never  met, 
because  of  the  scare  which  accompanied  the  raid  of  the  British  to  Royalton, 
Vermont. 

When  William  Chamberlain  became  a  land  surveyor  in  this  Vermont 
wilderness  in  June,  1780,  the  War  of  the  Revolution  was  in  progress,  and  as 
this  was  a  frontier  settlement  it  was  in  constant  danger  of  a  raid  by  the 
British  from  Canada  or  by  the  Indians.  Though  "the  square",  that  is  the 
central  portion  of  the  town,  was  plotted  about  1774,  and  several  pitches 
made,  the  first  settlers  spent  their  first  winter  there  in  1776-7,  and  the  first 
child  was  born  within  the  limits  of  the  township  in  October,  1777.  In  March, 
1 78 1,  the  first  mill-stones  were  brought  to  town  by  Col.  Thomas  Johnson.  He 
and  his  assistant,  Jacob  Page,  and  the  son  of  his  host  were  taken  prisoners  and 
carried  captive  to  the  British  posts  at  the  north.  One  of  these  captives, 
Jonathan  Elkins,  spent  several  months  in  Mill  Prison,  England.  The  other 
two  returned  to  Newbury  after  several  months  of  captivity  in  America.  In 
1782  others  were  carried  captive  to  Canada  from  this  region  of  country. 
(F.  P.  Wells,  Hist,  of  Newbury,  Vt,  pp.  90-97,  384-393,  648.) 

That  the  proprietors  of  Peacham  were  not  eager  to  invest  money  in  the 
development  of  the  town,  or  journey  to  this  northern  frontier  to  attend  Pro- 
prietors' meetings  is  not  surprising,  especially  as  New  Hampshire,  New  York 
and  Massachusetts  had  each  laid  before  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  a 
claim  to  this  region  west  of  the  Connecticut,  against  all  of  which  claims  the 
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young  government  of  Vermont  had  entered  a  "spirited  remonstrance", 
requesting  to  be  admitted  as  a  fourteenth  State  into  the  Union,  a  request  not 
granted  until  1791.  (Vt.  Hist.  Soc.  Proc.  1908-1909,  pp.  142-149.)  An 
application  for  a  meeting  dated  Concord,  June  25,  1782,  and  addressed  to 
William  Chamberlain  as  Clerk  of  the  Proprietors,  an  application  signed  by  his 
friends,  James  Mitchel,  Abiel  and  Benjamin  Blanchard,  and  Thomas  Johnson, 
contains  this  clause  :  "Whereas  meetings  formerly  notified  have  failed  we 
suppose  for  want  of  suitable  Notification  we  desire  you  to  take  all  possible 
pains  to  notify  Every  Proprietor."  William  Chamberlain  notified  the  pro- 
prietors to  meet  at  the  Court  House  in  Newbury  in  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  September  3,  1782.  In  addition  to  advertising  this  meeting  for  three 
weeks  successively  in  the  Hartford  Gazette^  he  spent  eleven  and  one-half  days 
in  a  journey  to  Hadley,  Roxbury,  Haverhill,  etc.,  in  order  to  secure  the 
attendance  in  person  or  by  proxy  of  a  sufficient  number  of  proprietors  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

The  meeting  at  Newbury  in  September,  1782,  lasted  four  days,  and  at 
its  close  the  Proprietors,  warned  by  past  difficulties,  did  not  dissolve,  but 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1783. 
The  first  business  transacted  was  the  drawing  and  signing  of  a  bond  binding 
the  proprietors  present  to  abide  by  the  votes  passed  at  this  meeting.  The 
bond  recites  that  the  township  of  Peacham 

" .  .  .  .  was  granted  by  the  late  Governor  Benning  Wentworth  as  being  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  said  New  Hampshire.  But  now  it  is  doubtful  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  which 
State  it  doth  belong.  By  which  means  the  transacting  the  necessary  business  of  settling 
said  Township  is  become  very  difficult.  And  many  are  doubtful  whether  the  measures 
already  taken  by  the  proprietors  of  said  Township  for  the  Settlement  and  cultivation 
thereof  are  legal.  And  whether  there  are  any  legal  ways  of  selling  the  Interest  of  any 
proprietor  who  may  be  delinquent  in  paying  his  proportion  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  voted  &  assessed. 

"And  whereas  much  the  greatest  part  of  the  proprietors  of  said  Township  of 
Peacham  are  now  assembled  together  either  personally  or  by  proxy  and  desirous  to  con- 
firm &  establish  such  parts  of  the  former  proceedings  &  transactions  of  said  proprietors  as 
appear  to  them  to  be  well  calculated  to  Advance  the  Interest  of  said  Township,  for  which 
purpose  &  to  transact  such  other  business  as  may  appear  necessary  further  to  be  done  a 
meeting  of  said  proprietors  is  now  called. 

"And  whereas  the  said  William  Chamberlin  is  appointed  an  Agent  for  said  proprietors 
&  fully  Authorized  to  carry  into  Execution  all  such  former  Votes  &  transactions  of  said 
proprietors  as  they  at  this  present  meeting,  may  think  proper  &  order  to  be  carried  into 
execution  &  also  such  other  votes  &  Resolves  as  they  may  think  further  necessary  to  be 
passed  at  the  present  meeting." 

Therefore  the  proprietors  present  signed  bonds  aggregating  ^6,100,  "  at  the 
rate  of  Silver  at  six  shillings  &  Eight  pence  per  Pound  ",  binding  themselves 
and  those  from  whom  they  held  proxies  to  abide  by  the  votes  passed  at  this 
meeting.  The  names  of  those  who  signed,  with  the  number  of  shares  in  the 
township  which  each  controlled,  are  as  follows:  General  Jacob  Bayley  (11), 
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Thomas  Johnson  (8),  Asher  Chamberlin  (i),  all  of  Newbury,  Vt. ;  James 
Bayley  (^5)  of  Haverhill,  William  Child  (5)  of  Lime,  Benoni  Thayer  (i)  of 
Orford,  John  Johnson  (i)  of  Enfield,  all  of  Grafton  County,  N.  H. ;  Ensign 
James  Mitchell  (3),  Abial  Blanchard  (2),  both  of  Concord,  N.  H. ;  Samuel 
Atkinson  (2)  of  Boscawen,  N.  H.|;  Col.  Eleazer  Weld  (7)  of  Roxbury,  Mass.; 
and  Phineas  Lyman  (15)  of  Hadley,  Mass.  This  bond  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  William  Chamberlin  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  descend- 
ants. He  controlled  four  shares,  and  gave  his  bond  to  Thomas  Johnson, 
moderator  of  the  meeting. 

Ten  votes  were  passed  confirming  certain  business  transactions  at  the 
meeting  in  May,  1780.  It  was  decided  that  "all  lands  in  the  Township  of 
Peacham  except  one  Hundred  Acres  to  Each  Right  be  divided  by  Draught 
among  the  Grantees".  William  Chamberlain,  Abial  Blanchard,  Asher  Cham- 
berlain, Ensign  James  Mitchell  and  Benoni  Thayer  were  confirmed  as  the 
committee  "to  lay  out  the  Township",  and  were  also  appointed  "to  view 
those  Lotts  that  are  or  may  be  pitched  and  make  report  to  the  Proprietors  ". 
They  were  also  authorized,  "  to  Extend  the  westwardly  line  so  as  to  contain 
the  full  Complement  of  six  miles  square  with  the  allowance  which  is  given  for 
rocks  mountains  ponds  rivers  highways  &  unimproveable  lands".  Thomas 
Johnson,  William  Chamberlain  and  Asher  Chamberlain  were  appointed  a 
committee  "  to  settle  and  adjust  all  accompts  that  may  be  brought  against  the 
Proprietors".  Votes  were  passed  concerning  grist  and  saw  mills,  the  former 
of  which  was,  apparently,  already  in  use  while  the  latter  was  not  built  until 
after  August,  1783.  Sixteen  shillings  were  assessed  against  each  proprietor's 
right  for  the  clearing  of  roads,  and  £1.  4  sh.  for  the  laying  out  of  the  town- 
ship, James  Bayley,  Thomas  Johnson  and  William  Chamberlain  being 
appointed  assessors,  and  Capt.  Samuel  Atkinson,  Collector. 

In  March,  1783,  William  Chamberlain  spent  twenty- four  days  as  a  sur- 
veyor in  Peacham.  During  this  month,  apparently,  the  settlers  in  Peacham 
organized  and  chose  town  officers,  though  the  first  town  meeting  recorded  in 
the  town's  book  was  that  held  in  March,  1784. 

When  the  Proprietors  met  at  Haverhill,  according  to  their  adjournment  of 
the  preceding  September,  on  June  2,  1783,  they  decided  that  each  proprietor, 
who  had  not  already  "pitched"  a  lot,  might  have  until  August  20,  1783,  to 
pitch  the  first  one  hundred  acres  on  his  right.  Such  proprietors  as  failed  to 
do  this  were  to  have  a  hundred  acre  lot  assigned  to  them  by  draught  on 
August  20th.  Thomas  Johnson,  Ashbel  Martin,  Abial  Blanchard,  James 
Mitchell  and  William  Chamberlain  were  appointed  a  committee  to  "  consult 
the  Selectmen  or  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  Inhabitants "  and  "  lay  out 
Roads  through  said  Township  where  it  may  best  accommodate  the  Inhabi- 
tants and  the  Publick  in  General  and  make  Report  to  the  Proprietors  in 
August  next".     The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  August  20,  at  Peacham. 
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In  August,  1783,  the  Proprietors  voted  to  "Accept  the  Plann  &  Survey  of 
the  Township  as  Exhibitted  by  William  Chamberlain,  Abiel  Blanchard,  James 
Mitchel  and  Asher  Chamberlain  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the  Proprietors  of 
said  Town  and  signed  by  William  Chamberlain  as  Surveyor ".  Lot  49  in 
"  the  square  "  was  confirmed  to  William  Chamberlain  as  his  share  in  the  sec- 
ond division  of  lots.  Lot  49  was  east  of  the  road  from  Peacham  to  Cabot, 
next  above  Lot  40,  which  lay  opposite  Lot  47  "pitched  "  by  William  Cham- 
berlain in  June,  1779.  (Located  by  Miss  Jennie  Cowles.)  Other  business 
was  transacted.  Colonel  Thomas  Johnson  was  directed  to  bring  suit  against 
John  Goodwin  if  he  did  not  fulfill  the  condition  in  his  bond  by  building  a  saw 
mill.  This  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  within  the  limits  of 
Peacham.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  follow  in  detail  their  further  proceedings. 
William  Chamberlain  continued  as  Clerk  of  the  Proprietors,  and  in  March 
1785  was  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  Peacham  as  Town  Clerk. 

During  this  period,  when  William  Chamberlain  was  actively  surveying 
lands  in  Peacham  and  journeying  through  the  unsettled  regions  of  Massachu- 
setts, New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  to  notify  and  attend  Proprietors'  meet- 
ings, his  young  family  remained  in  Concord,  N.  H.  July  23,  1783,  Nehemiah 
Abbot,  as  Treasurer  of  Phillips'  Academy  in  Andover,  appointed  William 
Chamberlain  of  Coiicord,  Gentleman,  his  "  lawful  attorney  in  all  matters  and 
things  relating  to  the  property  which  the  said  Academy  has  in  two  rights  of 
land  "  in  Peacham.  Two  of  his  children  were  born,  apparently,  in  Concord. 
(According  to  the  Concord  records  the  second  child,  Betty,  was  born  in  Con- 
cord in  September  1784.)  Presumably  the  family  removed  to  Peacham  in 
the  autumn  of  1784,  as  William  Chamberlain  recorded  on  a  slip  of  paper, — 
"  clearing  the  South  Road  from  my  House  to  the  Mill  Brook,  i  Day  of  myself 
in  October  1784  and  four  Days  in  1787".  Also  a  conveyance  of  land  in 
Peacham,  from  Reuben  Willmott  of  Peacham  to  William  Chamberlin  of 
Peacham,  Gentleman,  dated  May  23,  1785,  was  witnessed  by  "Jenny  Cham- 
berlain ",  his  wife. 


^^(3/^^/^^^ 


May  31,  1785,  the  Proprietors  of  Peacham  passed  a  vote  ratifying  cer- 
tain former  votes  and  establishing  on  a  firm  basis  the  ownership  of  lands  in 
Peacham.  On  the  following  day  Eleazer  Weld  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  who  was 
attending  this  meeting  in  Peacham,  conveyed  to  William  Chamberlain,  the 
consideration  mentioned  being  ;^6o,  a  one  hundred  acre  lot  (no.  28  in  the 
Square).  The  conveyance  was  witnessed  by  Peter  Blanchard  and  Samuel 
Miner  of  Peacham  and  acknowledged  the  same  day  before  Alexander  Harvey, 
J.  P.,  in  Barnet.     This  was  the  lot  on  which  William  Chamberlain's  house 
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was  built  and  which  became  the  nucleus  of  his  home-farm,  considered  later 
the  best  farm  in  the  town.  November  lo,  1787,  he  purchased  of  Jabez  Bige- 
low  of  Westminster,  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  for  £()i.  10  sh.,  the  adjoining 
lot  to  the  southeast,  on  which  his  mill  was  built.  This  farm  was  one  mile 
west  of  the  present  village  of  Peacham. 

William  Chamberlin  was  active  in  town  affairs,  being  Town  Clerk  for 
twelve  years  and  serving  on  the  most  important  committees.  In  1785  he  was 
sent  as  the  Town's  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature.  Oct.  24,  1786, 
he  was  commissioned  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Orange  County  by  Governor 
Chittenden.  In  1787  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  continued 
as  the  Town's  Representative  until  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Governor's 
Council  in  1796. 

William  Chamberlain  surveyed  lands  in  other  Vermont  towns.  His  de- 
scendants possess  the  original  plan  of  the  township  of  Barton,  Vt.,  which  he 
surveyed  for  the  Proprietors,  and  several  letters  from  Colonel  William  Barton 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  concerning  the  affairs  of  Barton.  In  1792  he  was  col- 
lector of  taxes  for  the  Proprietors  of  Groton  and  Cabot.  (Nov.  3,  1786,  he 
received  lot  no.  60  in  the  first  allotment  of  lands  in  Cabot.)  His  papers  show 
that  at  some  time  in  his  life  he  was  interested  in  lands  in  Barton,  Cabot,  Gro- 
ton, Danville,  Greensborough,  Hardwick,  Littleton  (later  Waterford),  Lyndon, 
Walden,  Cannaan,  Lewis,  Marshfield  and  Woodbury.  How  many  of  these 
towns  he  served  as  a  surveyor  is  not  known.  A  patent,  signed  by  President 
Madison,  protecting  an  improvement  he  devised  in  his  surveying  instruments, 
is  still  in  existence,  as  are  also  his  brass  compass  with  its  tripod. 

The  first  church  services  in  Peacham  were  held  in  the  house  of  his  nearest 
neighbor,  Moody  Morse,  half  a  mile  east  of  his  home-farm.  By  1791  the 
town  was  prepared  to  build  a  meeting-house,  but  its  location  proved  a  difficult 
problem.  Those  who  lived  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  wished  the  meeting- 
house built  near  the  house  of  Moody  Morse,  near  which  the  minister's  and 
the  school  lots  had  been  located  in  the  town  survey.  But  apparently  the  east 
part  of  the  town  was  not  only  increasing  in  size,  but  was  also  possessed  by 
determined  men.  Unable  to  agree  on  a  site,  the  town  voted  to  choose  as  a 
committee  to  fix  the  stake  Colonel  Charles  Johnson  and  Colonel  Joseph 
Hutchins  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  and  James  Whitelaw,  Esq.,  of  Ryegate,  Vt.,  and 
appointed  four  men  to  accompany  them  and  point  out  the  different  sites 
desired.  Ashbel  Martin,  brother-in-law  of  William  Chamberlin  and  his  near- 
est neighbor  to  the  south,  was  chosen  from  the  west  side  of  the  town.  Thirty- 
eight  voters  signed  a  paper  binding  themselves  to  abide  by  the  decision  of 
the  committee.  Sept.  27,  1791,  the  committee  set  the  stake  near  the  house 
of  Moody  Morse.  This  decision  dissatisfied  many  residents  ;  a  call  extended 
to  Rev.  Israel  Chapin  to  become  the  settled  minister  of  the  town  failed  of 
acceptance ;    the  meeting-house  was  not  built.     The  first  church  organized 
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(1784)  was  Presbyterian,  but  it  languished  and  was  dissolved.  In  1794  a 
new  church  was  organized  on  the  Congregational  model.  The  town  pro- 
ceeded again  to  choose  a  committee  to  set  a  stake  for  the  meeting-house  ;  but 
in  1795  a  building  was  erected  for  the  Caledonia  County  Grammar  School, 
and  this  was  used  for  church  services  until  1806.  It  would  appear  that  this 
dispute  concerning  the  location  of  the  meeting-house  did  not  lessen  General 
Chamberlin's  popularity  in  the  town.  September  i,  1795,  in  casting  its  votes 
for  governor  and  councillors,  the  Town  cast  for  him  as  councillor  eight  votes 
more  than  the  sum  of  all  the  votes  it  cast  for  the  four  candidates  for  the 
governorship. 

While  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Assembly,  General  Chamberlain  secured 
the  incorporation  of  the  Caledonia  County  Grammar  School  and  its  location 
at  Peacham.  Sept.  2,  1795,  a  warning  was  issued  for  a  town  meeting  on 
Sept.  15th  containing  the  item,  "2d  to  see  if  the  town  will  Authorize  Wm. 
Chamberlin,  Esq.,  to  engage  in  behalf  of  the  Town  to  build  a  Court  House  or 
County  Grammar  School  House  or  any  other  Publick  Building  upon  the 
Expense  of  the  Town  with  what  will  be  subscribed,  if  any  of  the  above  priv- 
ileges are  granted  by  the  Legislature."     At  the  town  meeting  it  was : 

"II.  Voted  That  in  case  a  Grant  of  the  County  Grammar  vSchool  can  be  obtained 
by  Act  of  Assembly  and  established  in  the  town  of  Peacham,  that  the  Town  will  support  a 
Preceptor  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1797,  Provided 
the  Persons  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the  Buildings  will  probably  be  built 
will  subscribe  a  sum  sufficient  for  erecting  the  Buildings  that  shall  be  required  by  the 
Trustees  and  that  the  Town  Clerk  [William  Chamberlin]  be  Directed  to  receive  subscrip- 
tions to  the  amount  of  three  Hundred  Pounds.  And  that  each  person  be  holden  to  pay 
the  sum  by  him  subscribed  when  the  sum  of  300  Pounds  shall  be  subscribed  in  the  whole. 
And  also  receive  subscriptions  for  a  Court  House  if  the  Grant  shall  be  obtained. 

"3d.  Voted  That  Jonathan  Ware,  Wm.  Chamberlin  and  Wm.  Buckminster  be  a 
Committee  to  draft  a  Memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  the  Purpose  of 
obtaining  a  grant  of  the  County  Grammar  School." 

General  Chamberlain  did  not  forget  his  boyhood's  desire  for  the  best  education 
■the  country  could  offer,  and  threw  his  influence  for  the  school  in  preference 
to  the  court-house  and  prison,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  as  a  judge  of  the 
county  he  would  have  a  drive  of  six  miles  to  the  court-house  in  Danville.  On 
the  first  Friday  in  October  the  town  accepted  the  memorial  drawn  by  this 
committee  of  three,  and  authorized  William  Chamberlin,  the  Town's  Repre- 
sentative, to  present  it  to  the  Legislature.  It  agreed  to  pay  the  salary  of  a 
preceptor  for  three  years,  and  to  relinquish  to  the  County  Grammar  School, 
if  located  in  Peacham,  the  lot  reserved  by  the  Charter  of  the  Town  for  the 
British  missionary  society,  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts.  General  Chamberlin  carried  the  memorial  to  the  Legislature, 
and  Oct.  28,  1  795,  secured  the  passage  of  an  act  locating  the  Caledonia  County 
Grammar  School  in  Peacham.     Eight  days  before,  Oct.  20,  an  act  had  been 
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passed  appointing  a  committee,  "to  Determine  the  Place  for  erecting  the  County 
Buildings  in  the  County  of  Caledonia".  This  committee  located  them  June 
1 6,  1796,  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Danville,  nearer  the  geographical  center  of 
the  county.  (Records  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vt.,  iv.  94,  96;  Journal 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vermont,  1796,  p.  30.)  Peacham  retains  to-day 
its  endowed  school,  but  the  county  seat  has  been  removed  eight  miles  further 
away  to  St.  Johnsbury. 

The  act  incorporating  the  school  named  nine  trustees,  leading  men  in 
their  respective  towns,  William  Chamberlain  alone  living  in  Peacham  ;  and 
appointed  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  his  house  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  November,  1795.  At  this  first  meeting,  Alexander  Harvey,  who 
represented  the  adjoining  town  of  Barnet  in  the  Legislature,  and  had  many 
years  before  served  as  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  militia  of  this  region,  was 
chosen  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  General  Chamberlin,  Secre- 
tary. Dec.  2,  the  town  voted  that,  "a  Committee  consisting  of  John  W. 
Chandler,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  R'n  Blanchard,  Jonathan  Ware,  Abiel  Blanchard, 
Jonathan  Elkins,  Jr.,  Jacob  Guy  &  Abel  Blanchard,  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Trustees  and  express  their  wishes  with  respect  to  the  place  for  erecting 
the  County  Grammar  School  House."  The  question  seems  to  have  been 
promptly  settled  by  the  choice  of  a  site  half  a  mile  further  from  General 
Chamberlin's  house  to  the  east  than  the  stake  struck  for  the  meeting-house  in 
179 1,  a  somewhat  bleak  location  on  what  has  since  been  known  as  Academy 
Hill.  December  23,  a  building  of  two  stories,  forty  feet  long  by  thirty  feet 
wide,  was  decided  upon,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Town  agreed 
upon  General  Chamberlin  and  Captain  Jonathan  Elkins  as  a  committee  to 
superintend  the  building  operations.  General  Chamberlin  was  also  appointed, 
with  three  trustees  from  three  adjoining  towns,  to  devise,  adopt  and  execute 
the  best  method  of  securing  to  the  institution  the  profits  of  the  lands  and 
other  property  of  the  school.  Caledonia  County  was  then  more  extensive 
than  now,  and  the  school  received  as  its  endowment  lands  in  Montpelier,  St. 
Andrews  (now  Plainfield),  Calais,  Cabot,  Marshfield,  and  Woodbury,  as  well 
as  in  the  several  towns  now  included  in  the  county.  It  was  decided  to  lease 
the  lands  on  long  or  perpetual  leases.  Possibly  the  leasing  of  the  lands  in 
Hopkinton,  Mass.  (where  General  Chamberlin  spent  his  boyhood)  for  the 
benefit  of  Harvard  College  by  the  Trustees  of  Edward  Hopkins'  estate  sug- 
gested this.  In  November,  1796,  he  and  one  other  trustee  were  appointed 
to  secure  a  preceptor  and  regulate  the  school.  He  journeyed  in  person  to 
Concord,  N.  H.,  to  hire  the  first  principal,  Ezra  Carter,  a  great-grandson  of 
Captain  Ebenezer  Eastman,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  and  so  well 
beloved  that  both  General  Chamberlin  and  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester,  the  first 
pastor  of  Peacham,  named  a  son  Ezra  Carter.  The  Board  of  Trustees  met 
annually  at  William  Chamberlin's  house  as  long  as  he  lived.     He  was  Secre- 
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tary  of  the  Board  from  1795  to  1812,  and  President  from  1813  until  his  death 
in  1828.  ("looth  Anniversary  of  Caledonia  Co.  Grammar  School",  pp.  VII, 
41  ;  MSS.  records  of  the  Trustees.  See  also  "Rec.  of  Gov.  and  Council  of 
Vt.",  VI.  53,  54,  58-) 

Oliver  Johnson,  the  well-known  anti-slavery  leader,  said  in  187 1  : — "Two 
things  earl}^  gave  Peacham  an  honorable  pre-eminence  among  the  towns  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  The  first  was  the  settlement  of  a  minister  of  rare 
ability,  catholicity,  and  worth  ;  a  man,  taking  him  for  all  in  all,  such  as  is  not 
often  found  in  the  pulpit  of  a  small  frontier  town.  The  second  was  the  estab- 
lishment here  of  the  Caledonia  County  Grammar  School ;  an  institution  which 
has  been  of  unspeakable  value  to  each  successive  generation  of  the  boys  and 
girls  of  the  town,  to  say  nothing  of  the  hundreds  who  came  from  other  places 
to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.  *  *  *  The  effect  of  such  a  ministry 
and  such  a  school  was  seen  in  the  high  standard  of  morals  that  prevailed 
here,  in  a  thirst  for  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  young,  and  in  the  fixed 
habit  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  attending  public  worship.  I  doubt  if  there 
is  another  town  in  the  whole  State,  in  which,  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  there 
was  so  small  a  fraction  of  the  inhabitants  who  did  not  go  to  meeting  on  Sun- 
day as  there  was  in  Peacham."  (Addresses  delivered  at  the  Re-Opening  of 
the  Congregational  Church  in  Peacham,  Vt.,  Sept.  28,  187 1.  Publ.  Montpe- 
lier  1872,  p.  34.)  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester,  the  first  minister  of  the  Church 
in  Peacham,  said:  "The  establishment  of  a  County  Grammar  School  here  was 
pretty  early  sought  for  and  obtained,  on  terms  which  were  honorable  to  the 
inhabitants  generally ;  as,  while  several  individuals  made  very  considerable 
donations,  the  town  at  large  subjected  itself  to  no  little  expense  to  secure  the 
grant.  That  this  institution  has  been  of  inestimable  value  to  this  people,  and 
to  all  the  region  round  about  *  *  *  is  beyond  all  question.  No  less  than 
twenty-six  young  men,  from  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  have  obtained 
a  college  education,  having  been  prepared  to  enter  college  in  this  institution. 
Six  of  these  are,  or  have  been,  favorably  known  as  preachers  of  the  gospel ; 
one  of  whom  is  now  a  missionary  among  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  another 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands."  Twelve,  he  adds,  after  completing  the  course  of 
instruction  in  this  school,  studied  medicine  without  pursuing  a  college  course. 
This  was  written  in  1839.  (Ibid,  p.  51.)  Until  the  building  of  the  railways, 
Peacham,  a  hilltown,  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  county.  The 
market  road  from  Boston  to  Montreal  passed  through  Newbury  and  Peacham. 
To-day  the  population  is  less  than  it  was  in  1800,  when  Peacham  was  next  to 
Danville  the  most  populous  town  in  the  county.  According  to  the  General 
List  of  the  State  of  Vermont  in  18 13,  the  town  ranked  third  in  Caledonia 
County  in  the  number  of  polls  (Danville,  Barnet,  Peacham,  Wheelock)  ;  fourth 
in  the  number  of  acres  of  improved  land  (Danville,  Barnet,  Ryegate,  Peacham, 
Lyndon);  second  in  the  number  of  its  houses  (Danville,  Peacham,  Barnet); 
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second  in  the  value  of  its  mills  (Barnet,  Peacham,  Ikirke,  Wheelock);  second 
in  its  tax  on  mechanics  (Danville,  Peacham);  third  in  the  number  and  value 
of  its  oxen  and  other  cattle,  and  of  its  horses ;  fourth  in  luxuries  (pleasure- 
carriages,  clocks,  watches);  third  in  its  total  assessment  (Danville,  Barnet, 
Peacham,  Ryegate).  In  1832  the  number  of  names  on  the  church  roll  was 
370,  "which,  I  think",  Rev.  Leonard  Worcester  added,  "was  the  largest  num- 
ber then  belonging  to  any  one  church  in  this  state,  excepting  that  of  Middle- 
bury."     (Ibid,  pp.  59,  60.) 

William  Chamberlain,  Captain  Elkins  and  John  W.  Chandler  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  "obtain  subscriptions  for  the  printing  a  Paper  at  Peacham". 
As  a  result  the  Green  Mountain  Patriot  was  published  in  Peacham  by  Samuel 
Goss  and  Amos  Farley  from  1798  to  1807,  when  it  was  removed  to  Montpe- 
lier,  Vt.  Several  times  William  Chamberlin  served  on  a  committee  to  secure 
as  preachers  candidates  for  the  pastorate  of  the  church,  and  he  was  appointed 
on  many  other  committees  of  the  Town.  Rev.  Asaph  Boutelle  wrote  to  the 
"Gazetteer  of  Vermont"  that  General  Chamberlin  "ran  lines  both  for  land  and 
conduct". 

October  24,  1786,  William  Chamberlain  was  commissioned  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Orange  County  by  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden.  In  1795  he 
was  chosen  an  Assistant  Judge  for  Orange  County.  November  5,  1792,  an  act 
had  been  passed  for  the  division  of  Orange  County,  appointing  the  years  1795 
and  1796  for  the  reorganization.  October  19,  1796,  William  Chamberlin  w^as 
chosen  the  first  Chief  Judge  of  Caledonia  County,  with  Benjamin  Sias  and 
David  Wing  as  Assistant  Judges.  A  little  later,  Novembers,  1796,  an  act 
was  passed  fixing  the  times  for  holding  the  Supreme  and  County  courts  in 
Caledonia  County.  (Records  of  Gov.  &  Council  of  Vt.,  iv.  15,  2,2,,  36,  94, 
loi,  123;  Journal  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1796,  pp.  30,  45,  136,  167, 
184.)     He  held  this  office  from  1796  until  elected  to  Congress  in  1803. 

He  represented  Peacham  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  held  at  Ben- 
nington in  1 79 1,  and  signed  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  on  January  10,  1791.  (Records  of  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont, 
111,467,481.) 

His  interest  in  military  affairs  during  this  period  of  his  life  is  evinced  by 
the  following  commissions  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants :  Major, 
October  7,  1787,  in  the  2d  Regiment,  5th  Brigade  (Alexander  Harvey, 
Colonel);  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  same  regiment  April  29,  1791  ;  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Commandant  of  the  same  regiment  January  i,  1794  (a  reorganiz- 
ation makes  this  regiment  in  the  2d  Brigade  instead  of  in  the  5th  Brigade); 
Brigadier  General  of  the  2d  Brigade  in  the  4th  Division  of  the  Militia  October 
20,  1794;  Brigadier  General  of  the  3d  Brigade  in  the  4th  Division  of  the 
Militia  October  29,  1798  ;  (he  took  the  oath  of  office  November  8th);  Major 
General  of  the  4th  Division  October,  1799.     He  resigned  from  the  militia 
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October  27,  1799,  in  favor  of  Brigadier  General  Zebina  Curtiss,  as  he  found 
that  some  officers  felt  that  General  Curtiss  was  the  senior  Brigadier  General, 
and  should  have  been  promoted.  (Records  of  Governor  and  Council  of  Ver- 
mont, IV,  239.)  The  militia  at  this  time  consisted  of  all  able  bodied  men 
from  sixteen  to  forty-five  years  of  age.  It  was  customary  for  companies  to 
elect  their  captains  and  lower  officers ;  for  the  captains  and  subalterns  to 
choose  the  field  officers ;  and  for  the  Governor  and  Assembly  to  elect  the 
eight  Brigadier  Generals  and  the  four  Major  Generals.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  his  promotion  in  1794  came  at  a  time  when  there  was  danger  of  war 
with  England,  because  of  her  interference  with  American  commerce  during 
the  war  then  raging  between  France  and  England.  The  news  of  this  war 
arrived  in  America  in  April,  1793.  In  May,  1794,  Congress  ordered  Vermont 
to  have  2,139  niilitia  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  the  danger 
did  not  pass  until  the  ratification  of  Jay's  Treaty  with  England  in  1795. 
There  was  danger  of  war  when  his  next  commission  was  signed  in  1798.  In 
October  of  that  year,  a  few  days  before  this  commission,  he  had  voted  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  for  the  address  to  President  Adams,  approving  his 
administration  in  general  and  especially  his  course  toward  France.  This  was 
a  few  months  subsequent  to  the  famous  X.  Y.  Z.  disclosures  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  intercourse  with  France.  (Records  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Vermont,  IV,  187,  201,  237,  239,  438,  471-484,  492  ;  J.  B.  McMaster,  Hist, 
of  People  of  U.  S.,  ii,  168-170,  212-282,  374-384,  432,  etc.) 

A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vermont  in  1785  and  from  1787 
to  1796,  William  Chamberlin  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council  from 
1796  until  his  election  to  Congress  in  1803.  Before  his  election  to  the 
Council,  he  had  frequently  served  on  joint  committees  of  the  Assembly 
and  Council,  serving  on  four  for  instance  in  1794.  (Records  of  Governor  and 
Council  of  Vermont,  IV,  69,  74,  76.)  The  Governor's  Council  consisted  of 
the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  twelve  Councillors,  all  elected 
on  the  same  day,  and  by  the  State  at  large.  He  was  active  in  the  Council, 
serving  frequently  on  joint  committees  of  the  Assembly  and  Council.  (See 
Records  of  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont,  iv,  no,  115,  125,  129,  138, 
141,  143,  148,  149,  152,  153,  181,  184,  196,  198,  220,  221,  224,  230,  232, 
etc.)  He  served  on  many  important  joint  committees,  as  those  to  consider 
amending  the  laws,  to  consider  amending  the  judiciary  system,  on  the  militia, 
and  on  the  University  of  Vermont.  (Ibid,  308,  335,  339,  340,  341,  349,  351, 
etc.)     In  i8oo  he  was  a  Presidential  elector.     (Ibid,  iv,  27S.) 

General  Chamberlin  was  a  Member  of  Congress  from  October  17,  1803, 
to  March  3,  1805.  It  was  a  long  journey  to  Washington  over  rough  roads, 
yet  he  and  the  three  other  Representatives  from  Vermont  were  present  on  the 
opening  day  of  each  session.  He  served  for  both  sessions  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  one  of  the  five  Standing  Committees  of  the  House.     He 
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was  a  Federalist,  and  seems  to  have  voted  with  his  party  on  the  important 
questions  of  the  day.  He  was  defeated  for  reelection  by  James  Fiske, 
Republican.  The  election  was  a  very  close  one.  January  9,  1805,  W.  B. 
Banister  wrote  from  Caledonia  County  to  General  Chamberlin  in  Washington 
that  neither  candidate  had  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  and  that 
a  second  election  would  be  necessary.     (MSS.  letter.) 

Returning  from  Washington  he  represented  Peacham  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  Vermont  in  1805  and  1808.  He  represented  Caledonia  County 
on  the  joint  committee  of  ten  from  the  Assembly  and  two  from  the  Council 
that  located  the  seat  of  government  at  Montpelier  in  the  autumn  of  1805. 
(Records  of  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont,  v,  66,  426,  427.)  Previously 
to  this  time  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  had  been  migratory.  Montpelier  was 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  Caledonia  County  (until  18 10),  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  Peacham.  It  was  within  ten  miles  of  the  geographical  center  of 
the  state,  and  the  lines  of  travel  passed  through  it  in  all  directions. 

General  Chamberlin  was  elected  to  the  Eleventh  Congress,  receiving  a 
majority  of  169  votes  over  James  Fiske.  The  four  Representatives  from  Ver- 
mont were  present,  May  22,  1809,  on  the  opening  day  of  the  first  session,  which 
lasted  until  June  28.  The  appointments  assigned  to  Vermont  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  were  given  to  the  two  Representatives  who  had  served  in  the 
preceding  Congress, — Martin  Chittenden,  Federalist  (M.  C.  1803-1813),  and 
Samuel  Shaw,  Republican  (M.  C.  1808-18 13).  General  Chamberlin  was 
appointed  on  the  Select  Committee  of  seven  to  whom  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  relating  to  "the  fortification  of  our  seaport  towns",  was 
referred  on  May  26.  This  was  an  important  committee  appointment,  as  war 
was  then  in  progress  between  England  and  France,  and  it  was  feared  that 
America  would  become  involved  through  the  ill  feeling  aroused  by  the  search 
of  American  ships  on  the  high  seas  and  the  impressment  of  American  sea- 
men. On  May  27,  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  request  of  the 
Committee,  called  on  the  President  for  information  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  was  received  June  6.  On  June  7,  a  bill  was  reported  from  this 
committee  making  an  appropriation  to  complete  fortifications  already  com- 
menced at  the  seaports,  etc.,  and  also  for  fortifications  on  the  northern  and 
western  frontiers.  On  the  following  day  a  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate 
appropriating  $750,000  for  these  same  purposes,  and  this  bill  was  passed  the 
following  day,  William  Chamberlin  voting  against  reducing  the  appropriation 
and  for  the  bill.  Measures  were  moving  rapidly  at  this  extra  session  of  Con- 
gress, but  he  wished  the  pace  accelerated  as  he  voted  June  7  with  the  minor- 
ity (17  to  104)  who  wished  all  petitions  of  a  private  nature  excluded  for  the 
remainder  of  that  session.  On  June  6  also  he  voted  with  a  minority  (59  to 
60),  who  wished  instructions  given  to  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  referring  to  foreign  affairs  directing  them  to  reduce  to  one 
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act  all  provisions  relating  to  embargo,  non-intercourse,  etc.  On  June  7  he 
voted  for  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  the 
House  at  the  next  session  a  plan  for  protecting  and  fostering  manufactures, 
with  a  statement  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  begun,  and  such  other 
statistics  and  facts  as  would  give  a  general  view  of  manufactures  throughout 
the  United  States.  But  it  will  not  be  possible  to  follow  his  Congressional 
career  in  this  detail.  The  second  session  lasted  from  Nov.  27,  1809,  to  May 
1,  1 810.  He  was  appointed  December  i  on  the  Select  Committee  of  nine  to 
whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  President's  message  concerning  the  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  and  he  served  on  sundry 
other  select  committees  during  the  session.  On  December  7,  he  wrote  his 
wife  that  he  arrived  in  Washington  November  25,  and  was  amidst  congenial 
surroundings  in  a  boarding  house  with  Messrs.  Pickering,  Hillhouse  and 
Hubbard.  Surely  at  this  point  a  reminder  that  he  was  a  Federalist,  and  sup- 
ported Federalist  measures  is  not  necessary.  In  October,  18 10,  he  was 
defeated  for  reelection  by  James  Fiske,  Republican.  The  Governor  and  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  were  Republican  that  year,  and  only  one  Feder- 
alist was  reelected  to  Congress,  Martin  Chittenden,  Member  of  Congress  from 
1803  to  1813,  who  won  his  seat  by  a  majority  of  twelve  votes,  it  was  said, 
{^Vermont  Republica7i,  October  22,  18 10.)  Peacham  and  Barnet  were  strongly 
Federalist,  but  Danville  was  Republican  and  supported  a  Republican  news- 
paper. The  North  Star.  General  Chamberlin  and  the  other  Federalist  mem- 
bers from  Vermont  arrived  two  days  late  for  the  third  session  of  this 
Congress,  taking  their  seats  December  5,  just  in  time  to  hear  the  President's 
message  read.  He  represented  Vermont  on  the  Select  Committee  of  seven- 
teen appointed  to  consider  "that  part  of  the  President's  message  in  regard  to 
the  militia".  He  represented  Vermont,  also,  on  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  December  18,  18 10,  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  praying  the  renewal  of  their  charter.  This 
committee  introduced  a  bill  "continuing  for  a  further  time  the  Charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States".  After  several  days  of  debate  this  bill  was  post- 
poned indefinitely  on  January  24,  1911,  by  a  vote  of  65  to  64,  General  Cham- 
berlin voting  against  this  postponement. 

The  War  of  18 12  was  unpopular  throughout  New  England,  and  the 
Federalist  Party  regained  control  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  and  elected 
Federalists  as  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor.  From  1813  to  1815, 
William  Chamberlain  was  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Vermont.  The  elections 
of  1 8 13  and  18 14  were  very  close.  Neither  the  Federalist  nor  the  Republi- 
can candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  received  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast,  so  that  Governor  Martin  Chittenden  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
William  Chamberlin  were  elected  in  both  years  by  the  two  houses  of  the 
Legislature  in  joint  session.     While  Lieutenant  Governor  he  was  an  active 
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member  of  the  Council,  serving  frequently  on  committees.  (Records  of  Gov. 
and  Council,  VI.  17,  20,  28,  52,  53,  58,  etc.)  In  November,  18 13,  he  voted 
with  the  Republicans  to  postpone  till  the  next  session  the  repeal  of  the  act 
"to  prevent  intercourse  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,"  which  the 
Federalists,  forgetting  the  Alien  and  Sedition  acts  of  1798,  regarded  too  great 
an  infringement  of  personal  liberty.  A  year  later  he  voted  against  sending 
delegates  to  the  Hartford  Convention.  Obviously  he  was  an  independent 
Federalist.  (Ibid,  VI.  36,  94.)  For  two-thirds  of  his  term  as  Lieutenant 
Governor  the  War  of  18 12  was  in  progress,  and  hence  his  post  on  the  joint 
military  committee  was  an  important  one.  (Ibid,  VI,  66,  73,  74,  75,  77,  86, 
89,  94,  etc.)  He  was  the  sole  representative  of  the  Council  on  the  joint 
committee  to  consider  a  revision  of  the  militia  laws.  (Ibid,  67.)  Apparently 
he  was  placed  on  all  the  special,  as  well  as  the  permanent  committees  on  mil- 
itary matters.     (Ibid,  72,  80,  85,  89,  92,  93,  etc.) 

In  18 14,  on  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
United  States  ordering  2,000  militia  to  be  drafted  for  immediate  service,  the 
Legislature  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  consider  whether  the  militia 
called  into  the  Federal  service  could  remain  under  State  officers.  General 
Chamberlin  as  chairman  presented,  October  28,  a  report  to  the  effect  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  must  command  the  militia  "in  person  or 
exercise  his  command  over  them  by  officers  appointed  by  the  States."  This 
report  was  accepted  November  i,  and  it  was  resolved  unanimously  November 
31, — "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  that  it  is  not  made  the  duty  of 
his  Excellency,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  put  the  detached 
militia  of  this  State,  when  in  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
command  of  any  officer  commissioned  by  the  President ;  but  such  militia  are 
to  be  commanded  by  officers  appointed  by  the  State  or  by  the  President  in 
person."  (Records  of  Gov.  &  Council  of  Vt.,  vi  80,  85,  89,  92  ;  Niles  Register, 
vii.  105.)  It  will  be  remembered  that  General  Stark,  with  the  militia  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  won  the  Battle  of  Bennington  and  protected  the 
Vermont  frontier  in  1777  by  ignoring  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the 
Continental  Army  in  that  region.  Vermont,  a  sparsely  settled  country  facing 
the  Canadian  frontier,  was  fearful  of  being  denuded  of  its  military  strength. 
Under  changed  conditions,  this  became  a  vexed  question  during  the  Civil  War. 
Peace  with  England  was  proclaimed  in  February,  18 15,  and  the  Federalists  in 
Vermont,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  lost  their  hold  upon  the  people. 
The  Federalist  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  were 
defeated  in  1815,  1816  and  1817.  In  1818  the  Federalists  placed  no  ticket 
in  the  field.  (Ibid,  108,  176,  213.)  Thus  ended  the  political  life  of  William 
Chamberlin. 

During  his  term  as  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  served  in  18 14  as  Chief 
Justice  of  Caledonia  County,  and  also  as  a  delegate  to  the    Constitutional 
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Convention  which  met  at  Montpelier  July  7  to  9,  18 14,  to  consider  amending 
the  State  Constitution.  Lieutenant  Governor  Chamberlin  voted  with  the 
minority  (20  yeas  to  188  nays)  for  abolishing  the  Governor's  Council  and 
establishing  a  Senate  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont. 
All  the  amendments  proposed  were  rejected  by  the  Convention.  (Journal  of 
the  Convention,  publ.  1814.) 

Later  in  life  General  Chamberlin  wrote : — "In  the  variety  of  Business 
that  I  have  engaged  in  the  course  of  my  life  I  have  always  found  that  where 
my  personal  attention  was  not  bestowed  my  profits  all  went  to  the  Leeward." 
(Letter  from  Wm.  Chamberlin  to  his  son  Mellen,  April  30,  1827.)  Yet  not- 
withstanding his  devotion  to  public  affairs  his  private  business  seems  to  have 
prospered.     His  wife    was    an   excellent   manager    and    remained   with    the 
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children  at  the  home  in  Peacham.  An  agreement  signed  by  William 
Chamberlin  and  Israel  Page  Oct.  2,  1795,  shows  something  of  his  careful 
attention  to  details.  Page  was  to  take  the  whole  care  of  the  cattle,  sheep  and 
horses  through  the  whole  of  the  winter,  care  for  the  barn  in  the  neatest  and  best 
manner,  do  all  the  thrashing,  cut  and  haul  the  wood,  cutting  the  wood  both  in  the 
woods  and  at  the  house,  and  tend  all  the  fires.  Dec.  17,  1 7  98,  General  Chamber- 
lin drew  up  a  list  of  his  property  on  which  the  direct  tax  authorized  by  Congress 
in  that  year  was  assessable.  This  list  included  nearly  1,000  acres  in  Peacham, 
100  acres  in  Danville,  100  acres  in  Walden,  100  acres  in  Cabot,  and  over  2,000 
acres  in  Barton,  Vt.  His  list  of  assessable  property  April  i,  1815,  describes 
the  home-farm  more  fully.  It  contained  275  acres,  50  acres  of  improved 
land;  two  dwelling  houses,  the  one  29x38  ft.,  of  two  stories,  with  a  back 
kitchen  ;  the  other  about  24  ft.  square,  two  story  on  one  side  and  one  story  on  the 
other.  There  were  two  barns,  one  32x1 00,  the  other  24x36  feet,  and  sundry 
outhouses.  During  the  years  1807  to  1813  he  purchased  several  parcels  of 
land,  which  formed  a  farm  of  156  acres  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  called 
his  "Hollow  farm",  with  a  grist  mill,  a  barn  36x80  ft.,  and  a  corn  barn. 
The  land  lay  on  both  sides  of  the  road  from  Peacham  to  Danville,  the  mill 
brook  being  east  of  this  road.  Dec.  17,  181 1,  he  and  his  son-in-law,  Dr. 
Josiah  Shedd,  purchased  for  $1,000,  three-fourths  of  an  acre  of  land  with  a 
house  thereon  at  "Peacham  Corner",  the  southeast  corner,  on  "the  Highway 
leading  from  the  Academy  to  Danville  where  Hazen's  road  intersects  the  same". 
It  was  a  house  of  two  stories,  30  x  40  ft.,  with  a  barn  30  ft.  square,  a  wood- 
shed, etc.  Several  years  later  he  bought  about  nine  acres  adjoining  this  lot, 
removed  an  old  store  (McLean's  store)  and  built  a  new  barn  and  outhouses. 
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April  I,  1812,  William  Chamberliii  leased  to  Thomas  Russell  of  Cabot  for 
three  years  "that  farm  in  Peacham  on  which  the  said  William  Chamberlin 
now  lives,  the  House  in  which  he  now  lives  and  Garden  adjoining  excepted, 
as  also  excepting  the  mill  house  and  one  acre  of  land  for  tillage  occupied  by 
the  miller  for  a  number  of  years  past".  How  long  he  continued  to  live  on  this 
farm  west  of  the  village  is  not  known.  April  15,  18 17,  he  was  living  in  the 
house  at  Peacham  Corner,  but  was  planning  to  move  to  his  farm  at  Peacham 
Hollow,  as  soon  as  a  house  on  that  farm  could  be  prepared  for  him.  The 
total  disintegration  of  the  Federalist  Party  in  Vermont  meant  that  his  political 
life  had  ended,  and  he  was,  presumably,  too  active  a  man  to  cease  work.  In 
182  I  he  was  living  on  one  of  his  farms,  but  was  thinking  of  returning  to  the 
house  at  Peacham  Corner.  (MSS.  Letters  from  William  Chamberlin  to  his 
son  Mellen,  April  15,  1817,  and  Feb.  25,  1821.)  February  18,  1823,  he  con- 
veyed to  his  son,  Ezra  Carter  Chamberlin,  one-half  of  the  old  home-farm  west 
of  the  village  with  adjoining  lots  of  land,  in  all  one-half  of  520  acres.  This 
was  General  Chamberlin's  youngest  son,  born  Oct.  17,  1799.  As  a  boy  he 
strained  his  eyes  by  close  reading  on  the  long  winter  evenings,  often  by  the 
light  of  a  pine  knot  in  the  fireplace  when  he  was  supposed  to  be  asleep,  and 
hence  was  unable  to  follow  his  two  elder  brothers  to  Dartmouth  College.  As 
early  as  1820  he  was  living  on  this  farm  with  his  sister  Abigail,  as  several 
letters  to  and  from  their  brother  Mellen  show.  "Dear  folks  at  the  Yellow 
House",  was  a  favorite  phrase  of  this  brother.  He  married  March  22,  1827, 
at  Peacham,  Deborah  Shedd,  only  child  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Bickford) 
Shedd,  and  a  niece  of  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Josiah  Shedd.  His  love  for 
books  and  for  public  affairs  never  wavered,  and  during  his  long  life  no  one 
in  his  household  escaped  being  impressed  into  the  service  of  reading  aloud  to 
him  during  the  winter  evenings.  So,  though  not  educated  at  college,  he  was 
a  highly  intelligent  and  well  informed  man,  and  a  delightful  conversationalist. 
His  father  felt  it  absolutely  essential  to  his  comfort  to  have  the  assistance  of 
this  one  son  in  his  wide  business  interests.  He  had  the  pleasure,  also,  of 
seeing  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  holding  his  first  court  in  December,  1826, 
After  the  father's  death  this  son  took  his  place  in  the  communiity.  He  was  a 
Trustee  of  the  Caledonia  County  Grammar  School  (Peacham  Academy)  thirty- 
eight  years  (1839-1877),  and  its  Treasurer  for  fourteen  years  (1856-1870)  ; 
he  was  Treasurer  of  the  Town  and  also  of  the  Church  for  many  years,  and 
represented  the  Town  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1842  and  1843  ;  he  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  for  thirty-five  years  and  one  of  the  most 
liberal  supporters  of  the  Church,  the  Sunday  School  (an  innovation  in  his 
day),  and  the  cause  of  Christian  missions  at  home  and  abroad.  He  had  his 
father's  love  for  the  Union,  and  during  the  Civil  War  gave  ^700.  to  send  a 
man  to  the  front  because  he  was  too  old  to  go  in  person.  In  1823  and  1826 
General    Chamberlin    sold  his  "Hollow  farm"  and  other    lands,  and    made 
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improvements  in  the  house  at  Peacham  Corner.  His  will,  signed  May  4, 
1827,  and  probated  Nov.  20,  1828,  covers  three  closely  written  folios.  He 
bequeathed  land  and  securities  to  his  three  sons, — Mellen,  William,  and 
Ezra  Carter, — and  to  his  four  daughters, — Betey  Bradley,  Lydia  Shedd,  Jane 
Strong  and  Abigail  Chamberlin.  The  house  at  Peacham  Corner  was  included 
in  the  portion  of  his  unmarried  daughter  Abigail,  who  cared  for  her  parents 
during  the  last  years  of  their  life.  The  other  half  of  the  old  home-farm  was 
included  in  the  portion  of  his  son,  Ezra  Carter  Chamberlin,  His  wife's  will 
was  probated  Dec.  g,  1830. 

General  Chamberlin  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  on  x\cademy  Hill  in 
Peacham.  The  stone  table  which  stands  above  his  grave  reads :  "In  mem- 
ory of  Gen.  VVm.  Chamberlain,  this  tablet  is  inscribed  by  the  affection  of  his 
wife  and  the  gratitude  of  his  children.  Trained  in  the  active  service  of  his 
Country,  &  long  employed  in  its  civil  Councils ;  abroad  respected,  &  at 
home  beloved.  He  closed  an  honorable  and  useful  life  on  earth  in  humble 
hope.  Through  the  Mercy  of  God  his  Redeemer  of  a  better  life  in  Heaven. 
Born  1753  [1755] — died  Sept.  (27)  1828,  aged  75  years."  The  stone  table 
over  his  wife's  grave  reads  :  "In  memory  of  Mrs.  Jane,  Relict  of  Gen.  Wm. 
Chamberlain,  obt.  Oct.  23,  1830,  aged  68  years.  In  early  life  she  devoted 
herself  to  her  Redeemer  and  manifested  an  attachment  to  His  cause  by  a 
faithful  discharge  of  her  duties  as  a  wife,  a  mother,  and  a  Christian." 

A  brief  biographical  sketch  written  at  the  time  of  his  death,  contains 
these  words  :  "In  private  life  General  Chamberlin  was  an  upright  and  hon- 
orable man,  a  friend  of  order,  a  steady  supporter  of  all  religious  institutions, 
and  a  patron  of  learning  within  his  sphere  of  influence,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  comparatively  old  and  valuable  Academy  at  Peacham,  and 
was  perhaps  more  influential  than  any  other  in  laying  its  foundation,  and  till 
his  death  most  of  the  time  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  also  of 
the  Bible  Society  in  that  county.  In  his  old  age  he  could  look  around  on 
every  side  on  a  cultivated  region  which  had  become  so  under  his  observation 
and  in  some  good  measure  perhaps  by  his  exertions".  As  a  resumd  of  his 
public  record,  the  following  sketch  by  Walton  in  the  "Records  of  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  Vermont",  may  fittingly  close  this  paper: 

"Gen.  William  Chamberlain,  born  at  Hopkinton,  Mass.,  April  27,  1753 
[1755],  removed  with  his  father  to  Loudon,  N.  H.,  in  1773  ;  volunteered  in 
the  army  in  1775,  and  served  as  orderly  sergeant  in  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
suffering  all  sorts  of  privations,  and  being  one  of  the  nine  officers  and  pri- 
vates, out  of  a  company  of  seventy,  who  survived  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of 
Trenton,  N.  J.  At  the  expiration  of  his  enlistment  he  returned  to  New 
Hampshire,  but  on  Burgoyne's  invasion  he  again  volunteered,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Bennington,  from  which  he  is  said  to  have  brought  away  some 
trophies  of  personal  combat  with  his  enemies.     About  1780  he  removed  to 
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Peacham,  being  then  clerk  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town.  He  was  town  clerk 
twelve  years ;  justice  of  the  peace  twenty-four  years  ;  town  representative  in 
1785,  1787  until  1796,  in  1805,  and  1808 — twelve  years;  Chief  Judge  of  Cal- 
donia  County  Court  1787  until  1803,  and  again  in  1 814— seventeen  years; 
Councillor  from  1796  until  1803 — seven  years;  Lieutenant  Governor  1813  to 
1815  ;  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1791  and  1814;  a 
Presidential  Elector  in  1800;  and  a  Member  of  Congress  two  terms,  1803-5, 
and  1809-11." 
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MELLEN  CHAMBERLAIN,  ESQ. 
By  Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain 

Mellen  Chamberlain,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  sixth  child  of 
General  William  and  Jane  (Eastman)  Chamberlain,  born  in  Peacham,  Vt,, 
June  17,  1795.  His  short  and  eventful  life  might  be  divided  into  three 
parts  ;  the  first  was  his  preparation  for  college  in  the  then  well-known  Cale- 
donia County  Grammar  School  in  his  native  town.  This  academy  was  the 
sixth  institution  of  the  kind  founded  in  the  state  of  Vermont ;  and  his  father 
was  one  of  the  founders,  and  also  one  of  the  leading  officers  in  the  school  for 
years.  He  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  in  1816, 
His  first  engagement  to  teach  was  in  the  academy  at  Bellefonte,  Pa.  After- 
wards he  became  an  instructor  in  the  academy  at  Peacham.  Later  he  read 
law  with  Judge  Samuel  Prentice  at  Montpelier,  Vt.,  and  finished  his  course  at 
the  famous  Law  School  at  Litchfield,  Conn.  By  1820  he  was  ready  to  prac- 
tice law  at  Castine,  Me.,  as  junior  partner  of  Mr.  Hale,  formerly  of  Rutland, 
Vt.,  but  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Castine. 

Personally  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  a  responsive,  generous-hearted  man, 
delicate  in  sensibilities,  fastidious  and  highly  cultured  in  tastes,  with  a  courtly 
bearing  and  possessing  a  deep  interest  in  the  sciences  and  inventions  of  the 
day.  He  was  five  feet  eleven  and  one-half  inches  high,  with  light  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes  and  a  fair  complexion.  The  portrait  which  accompanies  this 
sketch  is  copied  from  an  oil  painting  darkened  by  age. 

His  legal  practice  furnished  him  a  comfortable  living,  but  did  not  satisfy 
his  energetic  temperament.  May  29,  1826,  he  wrote  to  his  father:  "Besides 
my  law  business  which  is  about  as  usual  I  have  undertaken  or  entered  into  a 
partnership  for  making  cordage  which  promises  well.  My  partner  has  lived 
in  this  town  four  years  &  in  that  time  has  made  by  his  business  $1500  pr 
ann.  There  is  every  prospect  of  his  doing  twice  the  business  in  Thomaston 
(where  we  have  erected  a  rope  walk)  that  he  does  here.  He  is  considered 
an  honest  &  religious  man.  I  have  been  able  to  advance  my  proportion  of 
the  contingent  &  we  commence  soon.  The  firm  of  Chamberlain  &  Williams 
is  building  a  quarter  of  a  vessel  of  120-30  tons.  The  cost  will  be  about 
^1000.  which  the  company  will  pay  without  encroaching  upon  private  prop- 
erty. I  have  some  other  matters  on  hand  which  bid  fair  to  be  productive  & 
will  I  hope  rather  augment  my  income."  April  23,  1827,  he  was  visiting  New 
York  City,  and  engaging  in  what  his  father  feared  would  prove  "wild  Specu- 
lations and  Partnerships",  although  the  "new-fashioned  steamship  may  be  an 
Exception"  to  the  old  maxim  that  "Partnerships  are  Bad  Ships  to  sail  in". 
In  1828  Mellen  Chamberlain  was  an  officer  in  the  Custom  House  in  Castine. 
February  26,  1831,  he  wrote  his  sister  about  "my  coal  mine  &  my  ship". 
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October  20,  1832,  he  wrote  his  sister  Abigail :  "My  ship  has  arrived  from 
Liverpool  with  plenty  of  salt  &  coal  &  we  are  now  engaged  in  discharging  it. 
As  soon  as  that  is  done  &  we  have  loaded  her  for  the  West  Indies  I  shall 
start  for  Florida  where  I  expect  to  meet  her  in  January  &  should  I  not 
succeed  in  my  projects  at  Apalachicola  I  shall  go  out  to  Europe  with  her. 
She  has  been  a  good  servant  this  year  having  earned  for  me  clear  of  all 
expenses  $1800.00".  Six  weeks  later,  Dec.  2,  1832,  he  wrote  to  his  brother 
Ezra  Carter  Chamberlain  from  New  York  City:  "I  have  concluded  to  sail 
to-morrow  in  the  Ship  Mason  Barney  for  St.  Thomas.  I  decline  going  to 
Apalachicola  on  account  of  the  cholera.  You  of  course  have  no  idea  of  pur- 
suing your  proposed  enterprise  on  the  same  account.  I  think  it  likely  that  I 
shall  go  to  N.  Orleans  some  two  months  hence  if  the  pestilence  entirely  dis- 
appears. I  go  to  St.  T.  to  meet  my  vessel  which  is  about  sailing  from  Castine 
for  that  place.  *  *  *  I  expect  to  go  with  the  ship  whether  she  comes  back, 
goes  South  or  to  Europe. 

"The  tariff  will  I  believe  be  repealed  either  this  or  the  next  session. 
The  president  will  indicate  to  day  his  views.  Let  the  people  of  N.  England 
look  for  a  tremendous  reaction  in  their  prosperity.  It  is  impossible  to  put 
down  the  Yankee  nation.  If  they  cannot  be  profitably  employed  at  home, 
they  will  go  forth  &  by  their  superior  powers  possess  the  inheritance  of  their 
oppressors.  As  sure  as  knowledge  is  power  so  certainly  must  the  estates  of 
the  Southern  planters  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  people  of  New  England. 

"Much  anxiety  is  felt  on  the  subject  of  our  union.  *  *  *  i  imagine 
that  the  tariff  being  taken  off  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction  will  be  removed 
but  such  is  the  violence  of  the  South  that  there  may  be  much  embarrass- 
ment." 

March  15,  1833,  he  wrote  from  New  Orleans:  "It  is  exceedingly  pleas- 
ant again  to  set  foot  in  one's  own  country  especially  when  we  compare  it 
with  the  Spanish  West  Indies  misgoverned  as  they  are.  I  am  also  a  little 
more  reconciled  to  Jackson  since  he  has  changed  his  politics.  You  can  con- 
ceive nothing  more  stunning  than  the  conversation  of  political  gentlemen 
when  I  first  arrived  here.  The  executive  depending  upon  the  opposition 
with  Mr.  Webster  at  their  head  for  support,  Mr.  Clay  the  first  to  give  a  death 
blow  to  the  tarriff.  The  whole  seemed  a  sort  of  Phantasmagoria.  I  have 
been  long  in  ascending  this  wonderful  river.  Turbid  though  it  be  &  its  banks 
thus  far  all  unlovely,  yet  there  is  such  a  magnificent  rush  of  waters  such  evi- 
dence of  mighty  enterprise  on  its  current  that  you  cannot  with  hold  your 
astonishment. 

"I  have  enjoyed  myself  very  well  on  my  tour,  had  many  opportunities  of 
seeing  the  manners  &  customs  of  the  Islands  of  which  I  have  advised  you 
from  time  to  time  &  have  other  notes  on  hand  which  I  hope  may  amuse  you  at 
some  future  time.     *     *     *     The  city  [of  New  Orleans]  is  increasing  rapidly 
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but  cannot  be  a  pleasant  residence.  God  be  thanked  for  hills,  said  someone. 
I  echo  the  thanksgiving  from  my  heart.  Nothing  has  so  much  of  nothingness 
in  it  as  this  dead  level.  It  is  more  monotonous  than  the  sea  for  there  you  can 
get  above  surrounding  objects  by  climbing  the  mast.     *     *     * 

"How  I  should  relish  your  firesides — for  a  time.  For  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture is  not  yet  gone.  I  must  wander  still  farther.  I  find  within  me  still  the 
power  of  enjoyment.  Novelty  and  contrast  together  with  employment  are 
the  ingredients  of  the  highest  flavored  dish.  *  *  *  But  you  will  show 
such  interest  in  the  Quixotic  Knight  Errant  as  to  ask,  where  are  you  bound 
next  ?  To  Florida  forsooth.  The  ship  let  me  tell  you  made  a  loosing  voyage 
to  the  W.  Indies.  She  has  now  taken  freight  for  Providence  &  will  return 
here  or  to  some  Southern  port  &  probably  I  shall  join  her  for  Europe  in  about 
two  months." 

The  journey  to  Europe  was  not  made  that  year.  Early  in  June  he 
appears  to  have  been  in  New  York  City,  where  a  letter  was  addressed  ofTering 
him  certain  rights  in  the  sale  of  the  Fairbanks  scales.  E.  &  T.  Fairbanks  & 
Co.  offered  him  the  sole  right  to  sell  the  scales,  both  hay-scales  and  the 
smaller  ones  used  in  stores,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  $5,000.,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  for  $4,000.,  or  in  Ohio  and  all  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  $10,000.  He  had  become  interested  in  the  scales 
during  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  Vermont  the  previous  summer,  Erasmus  and 
Thaddeus  Fairbanks  living  in  the  neighboring  town  of  St.  Johnsbury  and 
being  old  friends  and  connections  of  his  father's  family.  He  decided  to  pur- 
chase the  rights  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys,  visited  Vermont  in  the 
summer,  and  in  the  autumn  located  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  a  central  location  for 
his  new  business.  He  was  now,  as  he  phrased  it  in  a  letter  written  Oct.  5, 
1835,  engaged  in  "land,  sea  &  scale  speculations",  and  was  exceedingly  suc- 
cessful, expecting  to  net  from  these  various  ventures  between  $8,000  and 
$10,000.  that  year,  a  sum  which  represented  far  greater  wealth  then  than  it 
would  now.  In  the  autumn  of  1834,  he  married,  in  New  York  City,  Mrs. 
Catharine  (Hill)  Crosby,  widow  of  Rev.  John  Crosby  of  Maine.  This  proved 
a  happy  union.  Later,  her  health  being  delicate,  a  milder  climate  was  imper- 
ative and  they  spent  a  winter  in  the  West  Indies.  She  rallied  for  a  time,  and 
returned  to  the  United  States,  but  finally  passed  away  in  1837,  leaving  a 
young  daughter,  Catharine.  During  his  sojourn  in  the  islands  he  did  not 
forget  his  friends  at  home,  sending  a  box  of  shells  for  his  nieces  to  the  care 
of  Daniel  Chamberlain  in  Boston.  And  after  his  return  to  the  United  States 
he  sent  to  Hicks  &  Swift  at  Saint  Thomas  the  first  Fairbanks  scales  seen  in 
the  islands.  "We  think  they  only  require  to  be  seen  to  be  in  great  demand", 
was  the  cordial  greeting  given  by  the  firm  to  these  "six  platform  Balances"  in 
their  letter  of  June  22,  1837,  Two  of  them  had  been  sold,  they  reported,  to 
go  to  Porto  Rico,  and  "we  have  no  doubt  when  they  are  seen  there  we  shall 
have  orders  for  others". 
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Dec.  20,  1837,  he  wrote  from  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  his  brother  Ezra  Carter 
Chamberlain  :  "  *  *  *  I  would  be  very  far  from  wishing  you  to  put  your 
substance  at  the  mercy  of  the  seas  or  political  quacks  especially  if  it  would 
disturb  your  peace.  But  after  all  there  is  something  even  in  this  very 
jeopardy  that  is  not  unpleasant.  *  *  *  There  is  the  Ship  Sf.  /ames  loading 
at  London  for  N.  Orleans.  Shall  I  insure?  I  have  a  policy  for  $1500  but 
that  is  not  a  third  in  case  of  loss.  Let  her  go.  She  made  me  that  last  year 
&  if  the  Insurance  Oiifices  can  make  money  by  insuring  so  can  I  by  not  doing 
it.  The  Valhalla  has  not  arrived  at  N.  Orleans  yet.  Is  she  lost .'  Freights 
I  see  are  good  for  nothing.  If  they  don't  run  me  in  debt  I  shall  be  glad. 
Then  there  is  the  scale  business — $600.  burnt  at  Natchez.  Loss  by  Young 
$2,000.  or  rather  by  the  harpies  at  N.  O.  probably.  Suspension  cuts  down 
sales  one  half.  Shall  not  make  more  than  $3  or  4,000.  this  year  by  that. 
However  hope  the  year's  business  will  wind  up  with  $6  or  8,000  advance. 
Stay  here  «Se:  make  a  purchase  of  Scott's  patent  for  Asbestos  chests  ?  Think 
it  equal  to  scales.  There  is  some  excitement  in  such  various  interests  which 
helps  along  the  time  &  leaves  the  contrast  you  have  drawn  between  your 
occupations  &  mine  not  so  much  in  your  favor  as  you  have  drawn  it.  Though 
I  admit  that  it  is  much  in  your  favor. 

"But  my  dear  brother  I  have  thoughts  more  worthy  of  me  than  such  as 
these.  My  most  serious  troubles  arise  from  my  own  shortcomings  of  duty. 
With  perhaps  the  faculties  of  doing  good  &  abundant  means,  how  little  do  I 
in  fact  accomplish  !  I  am  not  likely  to  be  led  away  by  any  scheme  of  splen- 
did benevolence  yet  some  thing  every  one  should  do  for  the  benefit  of  his 
kind.  Nothing  will  be  looked  back  to  in  our  declining  years  (&  mine  are  so) 
with  half  the  satisfaction,  as  active  untiring  effort  to  do  good  to  others. 

"I  love  my  relatives  but  they  do  not  need  my  charities.     Apropos — I 

have  written  but  not  sent  a  letter  to offering  to  give  or  loan  to  Wm. 

as  may  be  thought  best  the  means  of  getting  an  education.  I  have  not  sent 
it  not  knowing  the  real  situation  of  their  affairs  or  how  she  would  take  such 
or  whether  he  desires  or  would  be  benefitted  by  that  kind  of  education.  For 
I  hold  it  quite  doubtful  whether  it  is  of  much  use.  Still  if  he  earnestly  desires 
it  I  will  not  suffer  him  to  lack  the  means.  Without  saying  anything  of  this 
you  might  obtain  the  information  I  wish  &  let  me  know. 

"I  am  very  glad  the  shells  please  you  &  wish  the  collection  was  more 
choice.  I  supposed  they  would  be  a  rarity  among  you  &  would  be  in  most 
parts  of  the  country. 

"I  still  think  it  would  be  a  grand  plan  to  buy  a  township  to  be  called 
Ezraville  &c.  &  plant  it  with  the  mulberry  &  wear  silk  &  eat  but  sugar.  Were 
it  not  for  going  to  P2urope,  the  spring  would  find  me  in  some  such  matter. 

"I  shall  go  to  Washington  in  a  few  days  where  write  me.  Mr.  Adams 
thinks  he  is  playing  the  old  Roman  in  fine  style  but  it  appears  to  me  that  he 
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has  forgotten  one  of  their  deities  the  Goddess  of  Prudence.  I  fear  the  Abol- 
itionists will  bring  about  disunion  not  by  their  objects  but  by  the  means  they 
take  to  accomplish  them.     *     *     *  " 

This  letter  lacks  something  of  the  buoyancy  of  spirit  which  made  him  so 
refreshing  a  companion  or  correspondent.  His  wife's  companionship  was 
sorely  missed.  His  business  agents  addressed  him  Feb.  lo,  1838,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. ;  March  6,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  March  13  at  Andover,  Mass., 
where  his  little  daughter  Catharine  was  staying  with  the  widow  of  his  brother 
William;  March  16  at  Washington,  D.  C. ;  and  April  16  at  New  York  City, 
March  15,  1838,  he  was  given  a  letter  of  introduction  by  Saml.  Upton  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  to  Robert  Grant  Esq.,  of  Baltimore.  Mr.  Upton  wrote  : 
u  *  *  *  ]y[r.  Chamberlain  proposes,  in  a  few  weeks,  to  visit  Europe,  and 
may,  perhaps,  be  servicable  to  you  in  reference  to  your  important  invention  ; 
or  there  may  be  a  reciprocity  of  benefits  conferred.  Mr.  Chamberlain  is 
worthy  of  unlimited  confidence,  both  as  to  property  and  probity.  His  judg- 
ment and  skill,  in  matters  of  science,  as  connected  with  the  useful  arts,  are 
such  as  to  commend  him  to  your  acquaintance."  Apparently  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain did  not  deliver  this  letter. 

July  9,  1838,  he  wrote  from  Havre,  France,  to  his  sister  Abigail  in  Ver- 
mont :  "My  purpose  is  now  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  arrived  after  a 
passage  of  20  days  in  this  frog  eating  land.  I've  not  eaten  any  as  yet  that  I 
know  of  though  it  may  well  be  without  my  knowledge.  What  it  is  that 
appears  at  table  it  would  [puzzle]  any  Yankee  to  tell.  The  bread  is  the  best 
I  have  seen  in  any  country  &  I  shall  devote  the  next  six  months  to  learning 
how  it  is  made.  There  is  nothing  very  new  to  see  here.  I  have  seen  the 
same  manners  &  customs  elsewhere.  Havre  is  a  place  of  30,000.  It  has  a 
fine  dock  for  ships.  But  we  build  up  a  town  of  equal  pretensions  in  a  fev/ 
years  &  superior  in  architecture.  *  *  *  There  is  a  steamer  just  starting 
from  under  the  windows.  I'll  give  you  the  remarks  of  the  rest  of  the  party 
as  the  best  account  of  the  novelties. 

"Oh  says  a  Danish  lady  fellow  passenger — see  those  two  old  men  kissing 
each  other  &  those  nuns  with  black  head  dresses  &  white  bibs  under  their 
chins — those  monstrous  caps  a  foot  above  their  heads  &  wings  a  foot  long 
each  as  if  they  were  about  to  fly  away.     What  lots  of  soldiers  ! 

"We  go  for  Paris  to-morrow.  Our  party  is  Major  &  Mrs.  Reilhrup  (?)  of 
St.  Thomas  W.  I.,  Mr.  Brown  of  Andover  &  Mr.  McLellan  of  Boston.  We 
are  chattering  French  as  fast  as  we  can.  The  children  even  here  are  so 
learned  that  they  talk  French — but  [it]  is  with  the  greatest  difificulty  that  we 
grown  people  can  be  understood. 

"I  think  it  most  likely  that  I  shall  return  in  about  a  year  &  may  much 
sooner.  You  have  learned  that  I  gave  up  my  visit  with  great  regret  to 
Peacham.     I  rec'd  your  letter  &  am  glad  that  you  considered  Kate  a  good 
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apology  for  my  deficiency.     How  did  you  like  her  ?  was  not  she  a  fine  little 
fellow  ?     I  see  none  I  like  as  well. 

"It  is  long  before  I  can  get  an  answer  to  this  but  write  as  soon  as  you 
can  to  the  care  of  Edwards  &  Co. — Paris.  I  shall  be  there  three  months. 
The  winter  we  expect  to  spend  in  Italy  &  perhaps  [go]  to  Palestine.  I  will 
give  you  from  time  to  time  account  of  my  doings — but  you  will  not  expect 
much  from  so  lazy  a  fellow.     *     *     * 

"I  think  I  am  not  good  at  description.  Others  see  everything  wonderful 
&  nothing  is  wonderful  to  me.  However  we  will  see  what  Paris  will  do  for 
me." 

A  journey  to  Europe  in  1838  was  a  great  undertaking  compared  with  a 
trip  to-day ;  for  there  were  no  telegraphs,  cables  nor  wireless  signals ;  little 
communication  could  be  had  with  friends  abroad.  It  became  a  part  of  his 
mission  to  aid  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse  in  his  great  undertaking  of  trying  to 
introduce  the  magnetic  telegraph  into  European  countries.  One  of  our  his- 
torians has  said  that  never  before  had  our  country  experienced  such  a 
transition  from  apparent  prosperity  to  a  fatal  prostration  of  business  as  dur- 
ing Martin  Van  Buren's  administration  in  1837,  after  the  failure  to  re-charter 
the  United  States  Bank  during  Andrew  Jackson's  time,  and  the  establishing 
of  many  State  banks.  Legislators  became  opposed  to  costly  internal  improve- 
ments at  public  expense,  hence  Prof.  Morse  could  not  obtain  the  pecuniary 
aid  and  assistance  from  Congress  which  he  so  much  needed,  and  he  resolved 
to  seek  recognition  in  Europe.  When  Mr.  Morse  exhibited  his  invention 
February  21,  1838,  to  President  Van  Buren  and  his  Cabinet,  Hon.  F.  O.  J. 
Smith,  a  congressman  and  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  resigned  his  office  to  become  a  partner,  with  sev- 
eral other  distinguished  gentlemen,  in  the  new  invention.  Mr.  Morse  sailed 
for  England  May  16,  1838,  to  secure  foreign  patents.  In  a  hearing  before 
Sir  John  Campbell,  the  British  attorney-general,  July  18,  1838,  he  was  not 
given  an  encouraging  reception.  The  hostile  feelings  aroused  in  1776  and 
181 2  had  not  abated.  Campbell  preferred,  evidently,  Wheatstone's  inven- 
tion with  its  six  wires  to  Morse's  with  a  single  wire  and  a  much  simpler 
construction.  He  claimed  that  Morse  had  published  a  description  of  his 
invention  before  this,  but  there  had  been  printed  only  a  statement  of  results. 

This  unjust  decision  led  Mr.  Morse  to  go  to  Paris  to  memorialize  the 
French  Government,  which  was  more  friendly  and  hospitable  to  new  inven- 
tions. He  established  himself  in  Paris  with  his  old  friend.  Dr.  Kirk,  later  of 
Boston.  They  made  Tuesday  their  levee-day  for  several  weeks  to  exhibit  the 
telegraph.  Prof.  Morse  was  delighted  with  the  great  enthusiasm  manifested 
by  all  classes,  especially  by  the  best  known  savants,  such  men  as  Arago,  the 
noted  physicist  and  statesman,  secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  who 
urged  him  to  appear  before  that  body  of  noted  men  with  his  invention.     At 
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this  exhibition,  September  lo,  1838,  Arago  explained  the  telegraph  and  its 
workings  to  the  great  surprise  and  delight  of  his  audience.  Humboldt 
declared  it  to  be  the  best  instrument  he  had  ever  seen,  as  did  also  Gay-Lus- 
sac  and  other  scientists.  Yet  it  seemed  difficult  for  all  to  realize  that  it  was 
destined  to  revolutionize  the  conduct  of  nations  in  war  and  in  peace,  as  well 
as  to  flash  news  all  over  the  globe ;  for  instance,  that  it  could  have  tele- 
graphed the  victory  of  the  English  over  the  French  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
June  18,  18 1 5,  in  a  few  seconds  or  moments,  instead  of  the  news  taking  two 
days  to  reach  London.  Mr.  Morse  was  gratified  by  the  universal  sentiment 
in  his  favor,  but  he  alternated  between  hope  and  fear  as  to  practical  results, 
which  were  of  great  importance  to  him.  He  secured  a  patent.  By  French 
law,  an  invention  must  be  put  into  practical  operation  within  two  years  from 
the  issuing  of  the  patent.  He  tried  in  vain  to  introduce  it  on  the  line  of  the 
Saint  Germain  Railroad  near  Paris.  He  found  that  the  telegraph  was  con- 
sidered a  government  monopoly  and  that  he  could  not  enter  into  relations 
with  private  parties.  He  resolved  to  return  to  the  United  States  and  try 
Congress  again.  The  attention  of  French  scientists  had  been  divided 
between  the  pictures  of  Daguerre  and  Morse's  telegraph,  but  the  French  Gov- 
ernment purchased  Daguerre's  invention  of  the  daguerreotype.  Prof.  Morse, 
himself  a  portrait  painter,  declared  that  it  was  beautiful  to  see  an  artist  paint 
with  sunbeams.  Napoleon  had  been  more  interested  in  new  inventions  than 
the  present  sovereign,  King  Louis  Philippe.  Hon.  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  an  Amer- 
ican gentleman  in  Paris,  wrote  home  that  although  Prof.  Wheatstone  of 
London  and  Dr.  Steinheil  of  Munich  had  shown  their  telegraphs  in  Paris, 
that  of  the  Yankee  professor  had  carried  the  palm  by  its  simplicity  of  design, 
cheapness  of  construction  and  efficiency,  as  well  as  by  its  priority  of  discov- 
ery. Baron  Meyendorff,  the  agent  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  to  report  new 
discoveries  to  the  home  government,  became  much  interested. 

Mellen  Chamberlain  was  introduced  to  Professor  Morse  by  a  mutual 
friend  in  Washington,  D.  C,  as  a  man  worthy  of  unlimited  confidence  both  as 
to  property  and  probity.  This  friend  commended  also  his  judgment  and  skill 
in  matters  of  science  with  regard  to  the  useful  arts,  and  he  felt  sure  that  the 
acquaintance  would  prove  mutually  agreeable.  It  resulted  in  a  partnership  in 
the  new  invention.  Mr.  Chamberlain's  familiarity  with  different  kinds  of 
machinery  from  his  connection  with  the  Fairbanks'  scales,  his  knowledge  of 
the  technical  points  of  law  and  of  the  French  language,  his  being  independ- 
ent financially,  and  somewhat  of  a  diplomat,  together  with  his  enthusiastic 
belief  in  the  value  of  the  new  invention  to  the  world,  made  him  a  valuable 
partner  and  associate  for  Prof.  Morse. 

A  letter  written  by  Mellen  Chamberlain  from  Paris  September  19,  1838, 
to  his  sister.  Miss  Abigail  Chamberlain  in  Vermont,  refers  to  his  partnership 
with  Prof.  Morse,  stating  that  the  latter  had  chosen  the  countries  of  Great 
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Britain,  France  and  America  in  which  to  introduce  the  telegraph,  and  had 
left  to  him  the  rest  of  the  world,  which  fell  in  with  his  humor  for  travel,  and 
would  be  a  good  introduction  to  the  best  society  of  the  countries  he  was  to 
visit,  even  if  nothing  more  was  realized.  He  wrote  that  all  Paris  and  the 
Institute  were  agog  with  the  marvelous  American  experiments ;  and  he  was 
proud  of  the  telegraph  as  an  American  citizen ;  and  also  of  the  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Morse,  a  gentleman  and  a  fine  painter.  He  could  not  doubt  that  a 
system  so  much  cheaper  and  surer  than  the  one  then  in  use,  would  be  adopted 
by  all  governments.  He  had  seen  the  king,  attended  the  Institute,  dined 
with  General  Cass,  our  American  minister  there,  and  eaten  frogs  and  a  thou- 
sand nameless  things.  He  was  not  very  much  in  love  with  the  French  people 
that  he  had  seen,  but  thought  one  Yankee  was  worth  a  dozen  of  them,  for  he 
had  been  all  over  Paris  for  a  week  to  get  a  machine  made  which  one  of  our 
turners  would  make  in  three  days,  and  they  would  not  promise  it  in  less  than 
three  weeks ;  but  he  would  procure  it  when  he  went  to  London  to  meet  a 
ship  which  he  expected  would  bring  him  the  sinews  of  war.  Prof.  Morse 
had  decided  that  he  would  have  a  better  instrument  made  than  the  clumsy 
one  brought  from  Speedwell,  N.  J.,  to  give  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  exhibit  in  the 
East.  In  order  to  avoid  delay,  the  latter  procured  a  common  brass  clock- 
movement  in  London,  took  out  all  but  the  wheels  of  the  train  and  put  in  four 
box-wood  rollers  he  got  turned  for  one  shilling  sixpence ;  the  whole  expense 
about  twelve  francs.  At  Boulogne  the  officers  of  the  custom  house,  finding 
it  in  his  trunk,  declared  it  must  be  sent  to  the  administrator  at  Paris.  He 
called  daily  for  a  week  before  the  box  arrived.  A  letter  from  Prof.  Morse  to 
Hon.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  Nov.  22,  1838,  gives  one  some  idea  of  the  great  annoy- 
ance the  long  system  of  red-tape  caused  them  before  they  were  able  to  obtain 
the  box;  how  they  were  sent  from  one  office  to  another  until  they  offered  to 
give  up  the  box ;  but  no,  they  must  make  a  sketch  and  explain  what  such  an 
ominous  looking  thing  was  intended  for.  After  the  box  had  been  shown  to 
four  or  five  officers,  it  was  still  kept  until  they  had  sketched  and  painted  the 
design  of  the  instrument,  signed  various  papers  and  obligations  and  receipts, 
obtained  French  security  and  paid  twenty-one  francs  in  customs  duties  and 
transportation  charges  for  a  box  which  cost  originally  twelve  francs.  Prof. 
Morse  said  that  he  took  the  box  and  ran  round  several  streets  and  corners  as 
if  he  had  stolen  it,  expecting  the  whole  Douane  would  be  after  him  to  call  him 
back  to  do  everything  according  to  rule. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  parted  with  Prof.  Morse  in  November  1838  in  Paris 
with  high  expectations  of  pleasure  and  profit  in  the  East,  while  the  latter  left 
for  the  United  States  in  March.  Hon.  F.  O.  J.  Smith  wrote :  "Before  I  left 
Paris  we  had  closed  a  contract  with  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  carry  the  telegraph 
to  Austria,  Prussia,  the  principal  cities  of  Greece  and  of  Egypt,  and  put  it 
upon  exhibition  with  a  view  to  its  utilization  there.     He  was  an  American 
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gentleman  (from  Vermont,  I  think),  of  large  wealth,  of  eminent  business 
capacities,  of  pleasing  personal  address,  and  sustaining  a  character  for  strict 
integrity."  (S.  I.  Prime,  "Life  of  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse,  LL.D.",  p.  411.) 
November  20,  General  Lewis  Cass,  the  American  minister  in  Paris,  who  had 
recently  returned  from  a  trip  through  Italy,  Greece,  Egypt  and  Palestine  to 
Constantinople,  gave  Mr.  Chamberlain  a  complimentary  letter  of  introduction. 
His  passport  was  viseed  at  Marseilles  Nov.  24,  Genoa  Nov.  27,  Leghorn 
Dec.  13.  He  wrote  from  Athens  Jan.  5,  1839,  that  they  had  exhibited  the 
invention  to  the  learned  of  Florence  and  to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Greece, 
who  were  "highly  delighted",  as  were  also  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Athens. 
But  he  added :  "Fame  is  all  you  will  get  for  it  in  these  poor  countries.  We 
think  of  starting  in  a  few  days  for  Alexandria,  and  hope  to  get  something 
worth  having  from  Mehemet  Ali.  It  is,  however,  doubtful.  Nations  appear 
as  poor  as  individuals,  and  as  unwilling  to  risk  their  money  upon  such  mat- 
ters. I  hope  the  French  will  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  you  offer  them. 
It  is  truly  strange  that  it  is  not  grasped  at  with  more  avidity.  If  I  can  do 
anything  in  Egypt,  I  will  try  Turkey  and  St.  Petersburg".  January  9,  he 
wrote  from  Syra,  Greece,  in  good  spirits.  "The  pretty  little  Queen  of 
Greece",  he  said,  "was  delighted  with  Morse's  telegraph.  The  string  which 
carried  the  cannon-ball  used  for  a  weight  broke,  and  came  near  falling  on  her 
Majesty's  toes,  but  happily  missed,  and  we,  perhaps,  escaped  a  prison."  His 
passport  was  viseed  in  Alexandria  Jan.  16,  1839,  and  later  in  Cairo.  From 
Egypt  he  journeyed  through  Palestine,  being  at  Jaffa  Feb.  2,  1839. 

He  wrote  from  "Ramie  Rama  or  Arimathea  Palestine",  February  22, 
1839:  "We  are  just  celebrating  the  birth  of  Pater  Patriae.  At  the  house  of 
our  pohte  consul  Ahbout  Montas,  where  we  slept,  we  hoisted  the  broad  flag 
of  our  country  this  morning  at  sunrise  &  fired  the  salute.  We  are  to  have  a 
great  dinner  at  12.  Think  of  celebrating  such  an  event  in  Palestine.  We 
are  much  gratified  to  see  the  numerous  places  so  of[t]  mentioned  in  the 
scriptures.  The  particular  localities  which  are  shown  us  such  as  the  scenes 
of  Christ's  birth  &  suffering,  the  place  whence  the  wood  of  the  cross  was 
taken,  the  fountain  whence  he  brought  water  &  a  thousand  other  things  are 
probably  fabulous.  Nevertheless  we  do  know  that  in  these  cities  He  was 
born  &  suffered.  You  know  that  I  am  not  apt  to  fall  into  fits  of  enthusiasm 
yet  when  I  think  of  the  consequences  of  His  appearance  I  perceive  a  gush  of 
gratitude  &  affection  thrilling  through  me.  Few  can  visit  the  small  village 
of  Nazareth  &  not  feel  that  it  has  had  more  influence  on  the  world  than  any 
other  city. 

"Now  as  you  are  aware  these  countries  are  possessed  by  people  foreign 
to  the  laws  &  the  religion  of  the  Jews.  Scarcely  ten  thousand  of  the  people 
of  God  as  they  thought  themselves  remain.  All  the  glory  of  the  land  has 
departed.     The  country  is  depopulated  &  barren.     An  iron  rule  grinds  the 


78  CHAMBERLAIN  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA 

poor  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  dust.  We  believe  that  it  will  be 
restored  because  it  is  so  written,  but  I  have  less  confidence  in  my  theories  the 
more  I  see.  It  must  be  that  Mehemet  Ali  the  present  tyrant  of  Egypt  & 
Syria  is  killing  the  hen  that  lays  the  golden  egg.  They  cannot  sustain  the 
exactions  of  men  &  money.  It  would  sicken  you  to  hear  the  particulars  of 
his  oppressions.  It  suffices  to  know  that  probably  half  the  able  bodied  men 
have  put  out  their  eyes  or  cut  off  their  hands  to  escape  being  pressed  into  his 
enormous  armies." 

April  22,  1839,  he  wrote  from  Constantinople  to  his  brother  in  Vermont, 
in  a  letter  defaced  by  time  :  — 

"After  suffering  twenty  days  from  cold  such  as  I  have  not  felt  during  the 
colder  months  in  Egypt  or  Syria,  we  start  on  our  voyage  up  the  Danube  to 
Vienna.  I  enjoyed  the  journey  through  the  Holy  land  notwithstanding  much 
fatigue.  It  is  by  no  means  pleasant  to  ride  on  camels,  mules  &  jackasses, 
especially  when  you  cannot  make  more  than  twenty  miles  by  ten  hours  hard 
beating  of  your  lubberly  beasts.  But  the  compensation  is  in  treading  the 
same  ground  which  has  been  trodden  by  our  Saviour.  Of  this  you  are  sure 
but  by  no  means  sure  of  the  truth  of  the  thousand  stories  they  tell  *  *  * 
but  you  are  confident  that  you  see  the  Nazareth  in  which  He  dwelt,  Jerusalem 
where  He  suffered  &  Mt.  Zion  &  Mt.  Olivet.  For  this  cause  it  is  the  most 
interesting  country  on  Earth.  Otherwise  it  is  barren  desolated  &  accursed. 
We  sailed  from  Beyroot  to  Alexandria  in  a  steamer.  As  we  left  the  harbour 
she  was  struck  with  such  a  shock  of  lightning  as  I  never  heard  filling  the 
cabin  with  a  sulphurous  smell,  blinding  the  crew  for  a  time,  tearing  off  the 
plank  above  the  water's  edge,  killing  a  goat  &c.  This  is  the  [only]  striking 
of  a  steamer  within  my  knowledge.  We  saw  Messrs.  Goodale  &  Temple 
(whom  you  know)  at  Smyrna  &  here.  Indeed  we  have  become  acquainted 
with  all  the  missionaries  in  the  Mediterranean — at  Athens,  at  Beirout,  &c. 
They  [are  in]  comfortable  situations  &  appear  to  be  sincerely  occupied  in 
effecting  the  purpose  of  their  missions. 

"It  is  a  splendid  city  this  of  the  East.  Resting  as  it  does  upon  Europe 
&  Asia  it  commands  the  products  of  both  &  might  be  the  mistress  of  this 
Eastern  world  in  other  hands.  But  the  genius  of  Mahommetainism  is  adverse 
to  the  de[ve]lopment  of  the  powers  of  men.  There  is  hope  that  that  religion 
will  perish  in  the  presence  of  a  purer.  They  are  certainly  admitting  modern 
improvements  with  unwonted  rapidity.  The  Sultan  himself  no  longer  wears 
the  turban  but  has  substituted  the  red  cap  so  universally  worn  in  the  Levant. 
In  company  with  Mr.  Rhodes  his  principal  naval  architect  (an  American)  I 
visited  some  of  his  palaces  and  mosques  &  saw  him  in  grand  procession — 
with  his  gorgeous  [escort]  as  they  swept  along  in  state  to  the  mosque  at  mid 
day.  It  is  said  that  he  cares  little  for  the  faith  he  holds  except  for  political 
reasons.     Some  of  the  mosques  are  prohibited  to  infidel  feet.     Yet  [I  deter] 
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mined  to  see  that  of  St.  Sophia  if  possible.  We  put  off  our  shoes  at  [the] 
door  &  lifting  the  curtain  entered  but  were  soon  ordered  out  in  no  civil  tone 
but  without  other  violence.  It  is  said  to  be  second  to  no  other  structure 
except  St.  Peters  at  Rome.  The  bazars  of  which  you  have  heard  much  are 
splendid  in  gold  lace  &  embroidery,  but  for  nothing  else.  The  Turks  squat- 
ting on  their  hams  &  lazily  smoking  are  picturesque  enough  in  the  distance 
but  very  indifferent  shopmen.  It  [is]  supposed  that  the  city  itself  &  the 
adjacent  villages  on  the  Bosphorus  &  in  Asia  have  a  million  of  inhabitants. 
I  think  a  more  indolent  million  could  scarcely  be  found  except  in  the  adjoin- 
ing grave  yards.  These  extend  for  miles  in  every  direction  covered  with  the 
tall  cypress  which  sighs  solemnly  in  every  breeze.  They  have  held  these 
places  most  sacred  until  [recently].  They  have  now  built  some  large  & 
handsome  buildings  [of]  funereal  marbles  &  there  seem  to  be  enough  for  such 
another  city.  Indeed  they  would  be  much  better  applied,  for  their  houses 
being  of  wood  are  often  burned.  I  never  saw  such  terror  as  the  other  night 
at  an  alarm.  Mr.  Goodale,  though  at  a  distance,  seized  his  translation  &  was 
prepared  to  flee  with  his  family. 

"I  have  not  heard  from  home  these  six  months  &  am  almost  afraid  to 
receive  my  letters  at  Vienna.  We  must  pass  through  a  quarantine  to  get  into 
Europe  which  will  delay  us  some.  I  am  getting  very  impatient.  My  design 
was  to  go  to  St.  Petersburg  across  the  continent  &  it  still  depends  upon  the 
tenor  of  my  letters.  If  they  are  such  as  I  expect  perhaps  I  may  as  well  spend 
the  summer  in  Europe  &  return  in  the  fall.  I  long  to  see  you  all  &  to  tell 
you  of  what  I  have  seen." 

At  the  home  of  Dr.  William  Goodell,  his  college  friend,  he  met  Rev. 
Cyrus  Hamlin,  who  had  recently  arrived  in  Turkey,  and  who  rendered  later 
such  valuable  service  during  the  Crimean  War  by  his  inventions.  The  tele- 
graph was  set  up  in  his  library.  Cyrus  Hamlin  wrote  :  "I  have  been  at  work 
nearly  all  day  helping  Mr.  Chamberlain,  an  American  traveller,  prepare 
Morse's  Electro-Magnetic  telegraph  for  an  exhibition  to  a  party  of  gentlemen 
to-morrow  evening.  He  thinks  of  inviting  the  Sultan's  prime  minister,"  (M. 
W.  Lawrence,  Light  on  the  Dark  River,  p.  140)  Dr.  Hamlin  told  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  niece  that  he  advised  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  go  to  Vienna  to 
have  a  better  instrument  made,  as  there  were  more  skillful  artisans  living 
there. 

In  July,  intelligence  was  received  by  Professor  Morse  of  a  fatal  calamity 
on  the  Danube  River  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat,  and  that  Mr.  Chamberlain 
was  amongst  those  who  were  drowned.  July  29  he  wrote,  "Our  hopes  from 
that  quarter  are  thus  darkened  by  this  melancholy  event,  and  in  all  probabil- 
ity (unless  Mr.  Brown,  when  he  returns,  can  give  us  information),  we  shall 
not  know  what  has  been  done  with  the  Telegraph  in  Constantinople  or 
Egypt."     This  was  Mr.  S.  G.  Brown  of  Andover,  later  a  professor  at   Dart- 
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mouth  College,  and  still  later  President  of  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y.  Mr.  B. 
B.  Edwards  of  Andover,  Mass.,  wrote  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  friends  in  Ver- 
mont, July  26,  1839,  some  account  of  the  disaster.  Mellen  Chamberlain  was 
travelling  from  Constantinople  to  Vienna  up  the  Danube  on  a  steamboat  with 
fifteen  passengers,  two  of  whom  were  his  fellow  travellers  in  Syria,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett of  South  Carolina  and  Mr.  Swords  of  New  York  City.  In  consequence 
of  the  rapid  course  of  the  Danube  between  Drinkova  and  Orsova,  steamers 
were  not  able  to  ply,  and  the  link  was  supplied  by  boats  that  were  towed  as 
on  a  canal.  Within  an  hour  of  its  destination,  on  May  14,  1839,  the  tow-boat 
was  overturned  by  the  action  of  the  water  with  that  of  the  tow-line  secured 
to  the  mast.  Eleven  of  the  fifteen  passengers  were  lost.  Mr.  Chamberlain  was 
walking  the  deck  a  few  moments  before  in  excellent  spirits,  and  but  a  second 
before  entered  the  cabin.  It  was  not  until  the  next  day  that  the  boat  was 
righted.  There,  amidst  the  luggage,  he  lay  pleasant  in  death.  A  heavy  blow 
on  the  temple  was  all  that  disfigured  him.  The  authorities  interested  them- 
selves to  obtain  a  grant  in  the  Catholic  Cemetery  at  Sevenetzi,  a  favor  never 
granted  before  to  Protestants.  Mr.  Bennett  took  effectual  measures  to  have 
a  stone  erected  to  his  memory.  A  nephew.  Dr.  William  M.  Chamberlain  of 
New  York  City,  afterwards  visited  his  grave  there.  President  Francis  Brown 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary  has  favored  us  with  some  further  details  from 
his  father's  diary.  Prof.  S.  G.'  Brown  of  Dartmouth  College  travelled  with 
Mr.  Chamberlain  through  Italy,  Syria  and  Egypt  in  the  winter  of  1838.  In  a 
letter  to  his  mother  from  Milan,  Italy,  dated  July  19,  1839,  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
had  just  met  Mr.  Swords  of  New  York,  who  was  with  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the 
boat,  and  learned  the  particulars  of  the  sad  disaster.  The  boat  had  passed 
through  the  dangerous  cataracts  of  the  Danube,  but  in  going  past  a  jutting 
point  they  were  compelled  to  steer  into  the  stream,  and,  for  some  reason,  the 
helmsman  failed  to  turn  the  rudder  to  bring  the  boat  towards  the  shore; 
strong  currents  forced  it  farther  into  the  stream,  the  tow-rope  attached  to  the 
top  drew  it  over  and  the  boat  turned  bottom-side  up,  launching  those  on  deck 
into  the  water.  The  boat  drifted  down  the  stream  (nearly  a  mile  wide)  three 
or  four  miles  into  the  smaller  cataracts,  falling  into  a  whirlpool,  where  a  boat 
from  the  Servian  shore  picked  off  the  passengers.  They  were  met  on  the 
northern  or  Austrian  shore  by  soldiers  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  marched  to 
the  guard-house,  and,  owing  to  their  contact  with  the  Servian  boat,  they  were 
compelled  to  be  in  quarantine  ten  or  twelve  days  in  the  very  same  room  in 
Orsova  which  they  had  so  joyfully  left  a  day  or  two  before.  The  English 
Consul  at  Bucharest,  owing  to  the  barbaric  cupidity  of  the  people,  advised 
them  to  adopt  a  pyramidal  form  for  a  tombstone  with  a  simple  inscription. 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  effects  were  forwarded  to  the  American  consul  at  Vienna 
to  await  orders  from  his  friends.  "How  mysterious  are  the  ways  of  Provi- 
dence 1"  Prof.  Brown  kept  exclaiming.     A  notice  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  death 
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in  a  copy  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  closes  with  these  lines :  "He  has 
left  an  only  child  and  a  very  extensive  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  his  melan- 
choly loss ;  he  was  a  gentleman  of  highly  cultivated  mind  and  manner,  of  rich 
and  varied  acquisition,  and  of  amiable  and  exemplary  character."  If  Mellen 
Chamberlain  was  not  permitted  to  live  to  see  the  introduction  of  the  magnetic 
telegraph  into  Europe  and  Asia,  he  had  the  honor  of  aiding  Professor  Morse 
in  his  initial  efforts  and  struggles  to  interest  those  nations  in  one  of  the  most 
useful  inventions  of  his  day,  and  eventually  lost  his  life  in  the  effort.  But 
Professor  Morse  struggled  bravely  on  more  than  four  years  longer  before 
Congress  "in  the  midnight  hour  of  the  expiring  session"  (March  3,  1843) 
voted  him  the  money  to  make  the  experiment  between  Washington  and  Balti- 
more. Then  that  well-known  Biblical  verse,  "What  hath  God  Wrought?"  was 
sent.  Mellen  Chamberlain's  prediction  that  eventually  all  countries  would 
adopt  this  invention  was  verified  years  afterwards,  as  Mr.  Morse  lived  to  be 
highly  honored  and  rewarded  by  nations  and  individuals  for  his  services  and 
inventions.  Much  time  and  money  have  since  been  expended  to  make  the 
navigation  of  the  Danube  safe  for  future  travellers. 

Agreement  with  S.  F.  B.  Morse 

"This  Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  by  and  between  Samuel  F. 
B.  Morse  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  one 
part,  and  Mellen  Chamberlain  also  of  the  United  States,  of  the  other  part, 
witnesseth  as  follows: 

"First,  that  the  said  Morse  is  the  inventor  of  a  new  system  of  Telegraph, 
called  the  Electro  Magnetic  Telegraph,  and  the  same  which  he  has  patented 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  France. 

"Secondly,  That  the  said  Morse  hath  released  and  quit-claimed  unto  the 
said  Chamberlain,  all  of  said  Morse's  right,  title,  privilege  and  opportunity  of 
obtaining  patents  in  his  own  name  or  otherwise,  for  said  invention,  and  of 
establishing  agents  for  selling  said  invention  and  bringing  the  same  into  use, 
in  all  of  the  kingdoms,  governments  and  countries  in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa, 
excepting  only  the  kingdom  of  France  and  its  dependencies,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies. 

"Thirdly,  That  said  Morse  hath  released  and  quit-claimed  and  hereby 
doth  release  and  quit-claim  in  manner  as  before  named,  to  the  said  Chamber- 
lain, as  well  for  and  in  behalf  of  all  said  Morse's  co-proprietors  in  said  inven- 
tion now  existing,  and  for  them  in  like  manner,  as  for  himself. 

"Fourthly,  That  in  consideration  of  the  aforesaid  release  and  quit-claim, 
the  said  Chamberlain  hath  agreed  and  obligated  himself,  and  hereby  doth 
agree  and  obligate  himself,  to  use  his  best  endeavors  and  good  diligence,  in 
causing  said  invention  by  himself,  or  through  agents,  to  be  introduced  by 
patents  from  governments  or  otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  most  advantageous 
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for  those  interested  therein,  in  as  many  of  the  kingdoms,  governments  and 
countries  aforesaid,  by  these  presents  intended  to  be  embraced,  as  he  shall 
find  to  be  practicable,  and  upon  such  terms,  the  most  advantageous  to  the 
said  Morse  and  his  co-proprietors  and  to  the  said  Chamberlain,  as  the  said 
Chamberlain  shall  be  able  to  effect  in  any  of  the  modes  hereinbefore  contem- 
plated. 

"Fifthly,  That  the  proceeds  of  every  disposition,  sale,  transfer  or  intro- 
duction of  said  invention,  made  by  the  said  Chamberlain  as  aforesaid,  into 
any  of  said  kingdoms,  governments  or  countries,  at  any  time  hereafter,  and 
whether  said  proceeds  shall  consist  in  money,  or  presents  of  other  articles  or 
property,  shall  be  apportioned  and  divided  between   the  said  Morse,  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  said  Chamberlain  of  the  other  part,  in  manner  following — 
that  is  to  say — ist.     The  said  Chamberlain  shall  deduct  therefrom  the  full 
amount  of  all  moneys  that  may  have  been  advanced  by  him  for  counsel 
fees  and  for  patent  fees,  paid  for  any  patent  that  he  shall  obtain  in 
any  of  said  governments. 

"2dly.  He  shall  deduct  therefrom  all  monies  that  he  shall  have 
advanced  in  any  country  or  kingdom  where  he  shall  obtain  a  patent 
for  said  invention,  for  his  own  personal  expenses  of  travel  and  support 
in  such  country  or  kingdom  during  his  residence  there  on  the  business 
of  said  invention — and — 

"3dly.  He  shall  deduct  therefrom  all  monies  that  he  shall 
necessarily  advance  in  providing  apparatus  for  exhibition  of  said  inven- 
tion in  any  of  said  governments  or  countries. 

"4th.     All  the  excess  of  such    proceeds,    beyond   the  aforesaid 
three  classes  of  expenses  enumerated   for  deduction  shall  be  divided 
equally  between  said  Morse  for  himself  and  his  co-proprietors,  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  said  Chamberlain,  of  the  other  part,  share  and  share 
alike. 
"It  is  further  agreed.  Sixthly,  The  said  Chamberlain  shall  have  the  right 
to  retain  any  presents  which  may  be  made  to  him  by  any  prince,  potentate  or 
government,  for  or  on  account  of  said  invention,  if  he  shall  elect  so  to  do,  by 
substituting  therefor  in  money  the  fair  value  thereof,  to  be  ascertained  by 
disinterested  judges,  so  that  said  substitute  shall  enter  into  the  division  afore- 
said. 

"Seventhly.  All  improvements  that  shall  be  made  in  or  to  said  inven- 
tion by  the  said  Morse  or  any  of  his  associates,  shall  enure  to  the  use  and 
disposal  of  the  said  Chamberlain  to  the  same  extent,  and  upon  the  same 
terms  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  said  invention  in  its  present  form  is  by 
this  instrument  transfered  to  him. 

"Eighthly.  All  requisite  advances  of  money  in  fulfilling  the  purposes 
contemplated  by  these  presents  are  to  be  made  by  the  said  Chamberlain,  to 
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be  refunded  in  such  extent  and  upon  such  conditions  only  as  are  herein 
specifically  set  forth,  and  without  recourse  otherwise  to  the  said  Morse  or  his 
co-proprietors  in  any  event  therefor. 

"Ninthly.  The  said  Chamberlain  shall  account  to  the  said  Morse  as 
often  as  once  in  each  year,  if  requested  so  to  do,  for  the  proceeds  of  said 
invention,  that  may  have  been  realized  by  said  Chamberlain,  and  complete 
the  division  thereof  according  to  the  terms  of  this  instrument. 

"Tenthly.  After  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  date  hereof,  any  and 
all  of  said  kingdoms,  countries  or  governments  wherein  said  Chamberlain  shall 
have  omitted  to  introduce  said  Telegraph  by  obtaining  patents  therefor,  shall 
be  considered  as  from  that  time  excluded  and  excepted  from  the  purview  and 
meaning  of  the  provisions  of  this  instrument,  and  open  to  the  use  and  improve- 
ment of  the  said  Morse  in  the  same  manner  as  if  these  presents  had  not 
existed.  But  until  the  expiration  of  said  term  the  said  Morse  and  his  co-pro- 
prietors hereby  are  excluded  and  disqualified  from  introducing  said  invention 
in  any  way  to  prejudice  the  rights  or  arrangements  of  the  said  Chamberlain, 
unless  the  same  be  done  by  his  concurrence  and  assent. 

"In  testimony  whereof  said  Parties  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set 
their  hands  this  twentieth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1838. 
Witness  Sam  :  F  :  B  :  Morse  : 

Sam'.  G.  Brown,  Mellen  Chamberlain." 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  JACOB  CHAMBERLAIN 
By  General  William  Chamberlin 

The  following  sketch  was  written  ninety-one  years  ago.  The  words  included  in 
parentheses  were  interlined  in  the  author's  handwriting  in  a  different  ink  from  that  used 
in  the  body  of  the  manuscript,  but  in  the  same  ink  that  was  used  for  the  last  two  para- 
graphs describing  Edmund  and  Abial  Chamberlain  and  their  children,  two  of  Abial's  chil- 
dren being  omitted.  The  editor  has  added  in  brackets  the  names  of  such  descendants  as 
are  members  of  this  Association.  As  the  offspring  of  Jacob  Chamberlain  wandered  into 
many  towns  and  even  into  many  states,  and  settled  not  infrequently  where  other  families 
bearing  the  name  Chamberlain  resided,  this  record  by  General  Chamberlin  of  where  his 
uncles,  cousins,  nephews,  and  nieces  had  lived  and  died,  or  were  living  in  1820,  has  proved 
very  helpful  to  many  descendants  of  his  grandfather.  Through  the  printing  of  the  record, 
some  with  whom  the  heirs  of  General  Chamberlin  have  no  personal  acquaintance  will  be 
able,  it  is  hoped,  to  trace  their  ancestry  to  Jacob  Chamberlain.  Will  all  descendants  of 
this  progenitor  kindly  send  information  concerning  themselves  and  their  ancestors  to  Miss 
Jenny  Chamberlain  Watts,  6  Exeter  Park,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  order  that  records  of  all 
the  members  of  this  branch  of  the  family  may  be  compiled.  The  autograph  of  Jacob 
Chamberlain  is  a  facsimile  of  his  signature  as  collector  on  a  tax  receipt  Jan.  16,  1733-4, 
from  the  collection  of  autographs  presented  by  Judge  Mellen  Chamberlain  to  the 
Boston  Public  Library.  The  autograph  of  Abihail  Chamberlain  is  from  her  signature  as 
administratrix  in  the  Suffolk  County  Probate  Records. 

Peacham,  Vermont,  Jan'y  6th  1820. 
The  following  Historical  account  of  the  Chamberlain  Family  in  America 
May  not  at  some  future  time  be  uninteresting  to  my  Posterity  and  others  of 
the  name.  Taken  from  the  most  authentic  account  I  have  been  able  to 
collect  being  derived  principally  from  the  information  received  from  my 
Grandmother,  Relict  of  Jacob  Chamberlin  who  died  at  Chelsea,  M's.  A.  D. 


y ^  ^^^t^^S^^^i^'r^^ 


1734  in  the  44th  year  of  his  Age,  leaving  my  Grandmother,  Abihail  Chamber- 
lin, whose  Maiden  name  was  Hasey  with  the  Issue  which  Will  be  Hereafter  men- 

tioned.  [His  gravestone  is  still  legible  in  the  old  graveyard  at  Revere,  a  part 
of  Chelsea  in  1820,  a  part  of  Boston  in  1734.]  She  informed  [me]  that  the 
first  Emigrants  of  the  name  were  four  Brothers,  one  of  whom  settled  at  New- 
port Rhode  Island,  one  in  Rochester  N.  Hampshire,  one  in  Newtown,  and  one 
in  Chelsea  near  Boston,  M's.  That  on  the  Death  of  my  Grandfather,  she 
had  the  following  Issue,  Vizt^ 
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I  John  Chamberlin  born  about  the  year  17 14.  [John  was  the  eldest 
son,  but  not  the  eldest  child.  He  was  born  about  1720,  as  he  died  in  1792 
aged  72.] 

2,  3,  4  the  Next  were  three  Daugters  born  between  the  years  1714  & 
1722,  all  of  whom  died  without  Male  issue.  [There  were  four  daughters: 
Sarah,  b.  in  December  1714;  Martha,  b.  Jan.  19,  1717-8;  Elizabeth,  bapt. 
Sept.  18,  1726;  and  Phebe,  b.  Sept.  4,  1728.  Nothing  is  known  of  Phebe 
after  1735.] 

John  lived  at  Hopkinton  M's  until  about  the  year  1780,  and  removed  to 
Jaflfrey,  New  Hampshire,  [died]  about  75  years  of  age  and  left  four  Sons, 
John,  Joseph,  Nathan,  and  Phinehas.  John  and  Phinehas  settled  at  or  near 
Whitestown,  N.  York.     Joseph  and  Nathan  still  living  reside  at  Jeffrey,  N.  H. 

5th  Jacob  Chamberlin  who  died  at  Danville,  Vt.  about  the  year  1798, 
leaving  3  Sons,  Jacob,  Nathaniel  &  James.  He  married  Lydia  Mellen  a 
sister  of  my  mother,  a  very  pious  woman.  Jacob  died  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
Vermont,  1818  without  Male  issue.  Nathaniel  is  now  living  at  Wardsbor- 
ough,  Vt.  James  died  at  Danville  Vermont  leaving  one  son  Henry  Cham- 
berlin and  two  Daugters.  [Mrs.  Helen  M.  Guilford  is  a  daughter  of  Pamela 
and  a  granddaughter  of  James.]  Abigail  Chamberlin  daughter  to  the  Jacob 
Sen'r  Married  in  Hopkinton  M's  a  Mr.  Cody  where  she  still  resides. 

[6th]  My  Honoured  Father  Samuel  Chamberlin  was  the  6th  Child  and 
3'd  Son  of  my  Grandmother — he  was  born  at  Chelsea  M's  A.  D.  1724,  lived 
at  Hopkmton  M's  until  the  year  1774,  when  he  removed  to  Loudon  in  the 
State  of  N.  Hampshire  until  1797,  he  then  removed  to  Peacham  and  lived 
with  me  untill  his  Death  A.  D.  1802  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age,  leaving  my 
mother,  Martha  Chamberlin  now  in  the  90th  year  of  her  age  with  the  follow- 
ing Issue — (She  Deceased  No.  14th  1820.) 

[ist]  Hon'ble  Samuel  Chamberlin  of  Danville  Vt.  Born  May  2d  1750 
who  died  at  Danville  A.  D.  18 12  leaving  his  wife  Abigail  and  the  follow- 
ing issue  Vizt. 

1st    Timothy  Chamberlin  who    lived  and  died  at  Danville  before  his  father  leaving  a 

widow  and  one  Daughter  Harriet  Chamberlin  still  a  Minor. 
2d     Nancy  Chamberlin  Married  to  the  Rev'd  Luther  Jewett  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 
3d     Abigail  Chamberlin.     Married  to  Colo.  Ellis  Cobb  Merchant  at  Barton,  Vt. 
4th    Sophia  Chamberlin,  Feme  Sole 

5th    Sally  Chamberlin.     Married  to  Samuel  Sias  Esqr.  of  Danville. 
6th    Samll   Chamberlin    Jun'r    Merchant  at   Barton   Vt.      [William   S.   Boynton    is   his 

grandson.] 
7th    William  Chamberlin  now  residing  on  the  Paternal  Estate  at  Danville,  Vt. 

2     The  2d  Child  of  my  Parents  was  Patty  ChamberHn  who  died  in  the 

iSth  year  of  her  age  A.  D.  1768. 
3d     William  Chamberlin  Born  April  27th  1755  Married  to  Jane  Eastman 
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1780.  Settled  at  Peacham  Vermont  now  living  at  Peacham  and  has  the 
following  Issue. 

1st     Joseph  Chaniberlin  who  Died  in  the  4th  year  of  his  age. 

2nd  Elizabeth  Chaniberlin  Born  September  2d.  [Illegible.  Sept.  25,  1784,  Town  Rec- 
ord of  Concord  N.  H.;  Sept.  28,  1784,  Records  of  Peacham,  Vt.]  Married  to  Nehe- 
miah  Bradley  Esq.  of  Peacham.     [Dr.  Edward  Cowles  is  her  grandson.] 

3  Abigail    Chamberlin.     Born  Nov'r  14th,  17S6.     Feme  Sole. 

4  Lydia  Chamberlin.     Born  April  1 8th,  1790.    Married  to  Dr.  Josiah  Shedd  of  Peacham. 
5th     Jane   Chamberlin   Born  June  7th  1792   Feme  Sole   (Maried  1820  to  Elnathan  Strong 

Merchant,  Hardwick.)  [Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  D.  D.,  a  Vice  President  of  this  associa- 
tion, is  her  son.] 

6  Mellen  Chamberlin  A.  B.  born  June  17th  1795  Graduate  at  Dar[t]mouth  College 
August  18 1 6 — in  Practice  of  Law  at  Castine  Maine.  [His  biography  by  his  niece. 
Miss  Abbie  Mellen  Chamberlain,  is  printed  in  this  Report.] 

[7th]  6th  William  Chamberlin  Jun'r  A.  B.  Born  May  24th  1797.  Graduate  at  Dart- 
mouth College  1718.  Professor  of  languages  and  literature  Dartmouth  College. 
[William  C.  Chamberlain  of  Charlottesville,  Va.,  is  his  grandson.] 

[8th]  7  Ezra  Carter  Chamberlin  Born  Oct'r  17th  1799.  Farmer.  (Residing  on  the 
Paternal  Estate  in  Peacham.)  [Miss  Abbie  M.  Chamberlain,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Association,  and  Miss  Laura  B.  Chamberlain  are  his  daughters,  and  Miss 
Jenny  C.  Watts  his  granddaughter.  The  house  pictured  here  was  his  home  at 
Peacham  Corner.  Its  windows  command  a  beautiful  and  extensive  view  across  the 
Connecticut  Valley  to  the  White  and  Franconia  mountains.] 

[9th]     8     Joseph  Chamberlin  2d  born  Dec'r  21st  1781.    [1801]     Drowned  Nov'r  2d  1803. 

4  3d  Son  [4th  child]  of  Sam'l  and  Martha  Chamberlin  was  Major  Moses 
Chamberlin  who  was  born  Oct'r  1757.  Married  Rebeckah  Abbot  1780 
[178 1] — lived  on  his  paternal  Estate  at  Loudon  and  died  Oct'r  181 1 
leaving  his  wife  and  the  following  Issue. 

I  St      Rebeckah  Chamberlin  Married  to  Capt.  Cate  of  Loudon. 

2d      Judith  Married  to  Mr.  Sam'l  Elliot  Merchant  at  Boscawen,  N.  H. 

3d      Patty  Deceased  Oct'r  1817  [1816] 

4th  Amos  Chamberlin  who  lived  and  died  on  the  Paternal  Estate  at  Loudon  A.  D.  18 18 
leaving  a  widow  and  four  Children. 

5th     William  Chamberlin  Merchant  at  Loudon  unmarried. 

6th  Moses  Chamberlin  Merchant  at  Pembrook  N.  M.  [Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain  of 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  Hon.  Henry  Chamberlain  of  Michigan,  lately  deceased,  were 
his  sons ;  Paul  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Edward  K.  Warren  and  Mrs.  Lee 
Chamberlain  are  his  grandchildren.] 

7th     John  Chamberlin  Settled  on  the  Paternal  Estate. 

8         Betey  Chamberlin  Married  to  Mr.  Emery  Loudon  (died  October  1825) 

[9]  Samuel  Chamberlin — Minor  living  with  William.  [Lee  Chamberlain  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam T.  Dale  are  his  grandchildren.] 

[5]  The  4th  [5th]  Child  of  my  Parents,  Sibel  Chamberlin  Married  to 
Capt.  John  Eastman  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  by  whom  she  has  Issue — 
I  Patty  Feme  Sole  [The  second  child  ;  Samuel  was  her  elder.]  2  Sam- 
uel Settled  in  Exeter  State  of  Maine  (re'ved  to  Charleston)    3  Cyrus 
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Now  at  Natchez  (returned  and  resides  at  Amherst,  N.  H.)  4th  Thomas 
Settled  at  Montreal.  5th  John  living  at  Concord.  6th  Moses  at  Sa- 
vanah,  Georgia.  7th  Betsey  Feme  Sole.  8th  Mellen  a  Minor  (died 
at  Troy  N.  York  182 1   [Sept.  i,  1822]).     9th    Joseph — (not  settled) 

6  The  5th  [6th]  Child  of  Sam'l  &  Martha  is  Elizabeth  Born  A.  D.  1762. 
Married  to  N.  C.  Buswell  Esqr  of  Peacham  Vt.  about  A.  D.  1786.  Issue 
by  Buswell  still  living — Betey,  Polly,  James,  Silas,  Rebeckah,  Lucinda 
&  Colby.  Betey  Married  Mr.  Winslow  at  Mon[t]pelier.  Polly  Married 
a  Capt.  Daniel  Tower  of  Peacham,  Vt.  The  others  are  now  unmarried. 
(James  Buswell  since  married  to  a  Cloe  Pratt,  settled  at  Peach.  Silas 
married  a  Lee.      Settled  at  Atkinson  Maine.) 

7th  Child  Lydia  Chamberlin.  Married  to  Capt  Ashbel  Martin  of  Peacham 
Vt.  She  died  Oct'r  181 1  leaving  Issue  by  Martin — Patty  Married  to  a 
Mr.  Goodhue  Merchant  Merredith,  N.  H.  Lyman  Martin  Physician 
Settled  at  New  Liberty,  Kentucky.  Joseph  Deceased  while  young. 
Moses  Martin  Settled  in  Peacham.  [The  late  Rev.  Moses  Mellen  Mar- 
tin was  his  son  ;  Mrs.  George  B.  Harvey  and  Mrs.  Julia  Woodhull  Hayes 
are  his  grandchildren.]  Leonard  Martin  a  Minor  (living  with  his  father 
in  Peacham)     Lydia  Martin  (Unmarried  at  this  Time) 

8th  Patty  Chamberlin  Married  to  Walter  Brock  Esqr,  of  Barnett,  Vt. 
Issue  Samuel  Brock  a  Minor. 

9  Joseph  Chamberlin  Born  1771  Married  to  Ruth  Blanchard  about  1805. 
Deceased  Dec'r  1808.  Killed  by  the  fall  of  a  Tree  leaving  one  son 
Ryley  Chamberlin  &  a  Posthumous  Child  named  Joseph  now  living  with 
his  mother  in  Barnett  who  Married  to  a  Mr.  William  Gillfillan. 

The  7th  [8th]  Child  of  my  Grandfather  Jacob  Chamberlin  was  Edmund 
Born  about  the  year  1726.  Maried  Mary  Caryl  and  lived  at  Hopkinton  and 
afterwards  at  Rockingham  Vermont  and  last  at  Lunenburgh,  Vermont  and 
died  there  about  18 10  leaving  Issue  Male,  Viz.  Eli  and  Aaron  Settled  at 
Albany,  Vermont.  Moses  &  Joel — Joel  a  Physician — settled  at  Townshend, 
Vermont.  Edmund  Settled  at  Colbrook  N.  Hampshire  &  David  at  Lunen- 
burgh. 

8th  [loth]  Child  of  my  Grandfather  Jacob  Chamberlin  a  Posthumous  Son 
was  Deacon  Abial  Chamberlin  Born  at  Chelsea  in  1734  he  lived  the  last 
twenty  five  or  thirty  years  in  Peacham  Vermont  Deceased  in  1823.  Leaving 
the  following  Issue  Vizt. 

[i]  Lois  Married  to  Saml.  Crosman  living  at  St.  Johnsbury  Vermont. 
[Mrs.  George  N.  Conklin  is  her  greatgranddaughter.] 

[2]  Lucy  Married  to  a  Mr.  Ordway,  Deceased,  Loudon  N.  Hampshire. 
Now  a  Widow.  [The  late  John  Chamberlain  Ordway  was  her  grand- 
son.] 

[3]     Ebenezer  living  at  Hebron,  N.  PI. 
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[4]     Ephraim  Chamberlin  Esqr  living  at  Lyndon  Vermont.     [Mrs.  Emily 

S.  Bartlett  and  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  C.  Bodwell  are  his  granddaughters.] 
[5]     Abial  at  Brookfield,  Vt. 

[6]     Susanah  Married  to  a  Mr.  Hopkins  Peacham  and 
[7]      Persies  Married  to  Capt.  Charles  Eastman,  Concord,  N.  H. 
[8]     [Abial    Chamberlain    had  two  sons  not  recorded  here, — John,   from 
whom  Hon.  Daniel  U.  Chamberlin  of  this  Association  was  descended, 
[9]  and  Daniel.] 

[Jacob  Chamberlain  had  ten  children,  all  of  whom  were  living  in  Novem- 
ber, 1735, — six  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  son  not  recorded  here  was 
Nathaniel,  born  Oct.  27,  1732.  Presumably  he  died  young,  as  no  record  of 
him  has  been  found  after  1735.] 


WILLIAM  CHAMBERLAIN  OF  BILLERICA,  MASS.  AND  HIS 

DESCENDANTS 

By  George  Walter  Chamberlain,  M,  S,, 

Member  of  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society 

What  our  ancestors  were  deserves  preservation  in  the  annals  of  time — 

(Original) 

FIRST  GENERATION 

I  WILLIAM^  CHAMBERLAIN,  the  immigrant,  was  born  undoubtedly 
in  England  about  1620,  and  died  at  Billerica,  Massachusetts,  May  31,  1706, 
"aged  about  86  years."  {^Billerica  Town  Records?)  After  considerable  effort  to 
ascertain  his  parentage,  his  ancestry  and  his  English  home,  they  have  not 
been  discovered.  The  publication  of  the  marriages  in  the  English  parish  reg- 
isters, now  in  process,  is  likely  to  enable  us  to  identify  him,  provided  he  were 
married  in  England  and  the  parish  register  where  he  was  married  is  still  pre- 
served. Of  the  forty  proprietors  of  Billerica  and  Chelmsford  with  whom  he 
was  closely  associated  from  1648  to  1665,  at  least  six  are  known  to  have  come 
to  New  England  from  East  Anglia,  one  from  the  County  of  Surrey  and  one 
from  Kent.  An  abstract  of  every  Chamberlain  will  which  was  probated  in 
East  Anglia  between  1620  and  1700,  Cambridgeshire  excepted,  has  been  ob- 
tained, and  from  that  number  one  abstract  is  given  as  follows : 

"Francis  Chamberlyn,  senior,  of  Narburgh,  Co.  of  Norfolk,  made  his  will 
June  I,  1676,  bequeathing  to  his  sons  WiUiam  Chamberlyn  and  Clement 
Chamberlyn  ^25  each  when  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  21  ;  to  his  grandchildren 
Mary  Woodhouse,  the  daughter  of  John  Woodhouse,  and  to  Alice  Chamberlyn 
each  ;^5  ;  to  his  son  Francis  Chamberlyn  ten  shillings  ;  to  his  son  Thomas 
Chamberlyn  his  mansion  house  and  lands  in  Pentry,  the  said  Thomas  and  his 
wife  Mary  to  be  executors  and  Noah  Clarke  of  Narburgh  to  be  supervisor. 
Witnesses:  John  Roberts  and  Noah  Clarke."  Will  proved,  Sept.  16,  1677, 
in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Norwich. 

The  rare  Christian  name  Clement  found  in  this  Narburgh  family  and 
which  occurs  in  the  early  generations  of  our  New  England  family  is  sugges- 
tive of  kinship,  although  it  may  be  a  coincidence  in  names.  The  names 
William  and  Thomas  are  common  in  the  majority  of  English  families. 

The  parish  registers  of  St.  Mary,  Reading,  Co.  of  Berks,  show  that  Will- 
iam son  of  John  Chamberlain  was  bapt.  there  Jan.  23,  1619/20,  but  they  also 
show  that  one  William  Chamberline  was  buried  there,  Nov.  28,  1665,  and 
another  William  Chamberlain,  July  8,   1686.     These  data  seem  to  indicate 
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that  this  first-mentioned  William  Chamberlain  remained  and  died  there.  An 
examination  of  all  Chamberlain  probate  records  for  Berkshire  from  1620  to 
1700,  shows  no  will  nor  administration  of  any  one  of  the  name  living  in 
Reading,  although  the  parish  register  gives  four,  viz.  Robert  Chamberline, 
William  Chamberline,  John  Chamberline,  and  William  Chamberlain,  presuma- 
bly adults,  buried  there  between  1653  and  1687.  No  settlement  of  the  estate 
of  any  one  of  these  has  been  found. 

"6th  June  1635.  Theis  under-written  names  are  to  be  transported  to  Virginea  im- 
barqued  in  the  Thomas  &  John,  Richard  Lambard  M^  being  examined  by  the  Minister 
de  Gravesend  concerning  their  conformitie  to  the  orders  and  discipline  of  the  Church 
of  England:  And-tooke  the  oath  of  Allegeance.  *********  Tho  :  Chamber- 
lin  20  yeres." 

Between  Aug.  21  and  Sept.  2,  1635  [by  inference] : 

"Theis  under-written  names  are  to  be  transported  to  Virginea  imbarqued  in  the 
Thomas,  Henry  Taverner  M""  have  been  examined  by  the  Minister  of  Gravesend 
touching  their  conformitie  in  o""  Religion  &c.  *********  Wm  Chamberlin 
16  yeres"  [and  57  others].     (Hotten's  Original  Lists  of  Efnigrants,  1600-1700,  84,  127) 

"A  ship  coming  from  Virginia  certified  us  of  a  great  massacre  lately  committed  by 
the  natives  upon  the  English  there  to  the  number  of  300  at  least  *  *  *  *.  It  was 
very  observable  that  this  massacre  came  upon  them  soon  after  they  had  driven  out 
the  godly  ministers  we  had  sent  to  them  and  had  made  an  order  that  all  such  as  would 
not  conform  to  the  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England  should  depart  the  country  by 
a  certain  day  which  the  massacre  now  prevented :  and  govemour  (one  Sir  Robert 
Berkeley  a  courtier  and  very  malignant  towards  the  way  of  our  churches  here)  and 
council  had  appointed  a  fast  to  be  kept  through  the  country  upon  Good  Friday  (as 
they  called  it)  for  the  good  success  of  the  king,  etc.  and  the  day  before,  this  massacre 
began  in  the  out  parts  of  the  country  round  about  and  continued  two  days  for  they 
killed  all  by  sudden  surprisal  living  amongst  them  and  as  familiar  in  their  houses  as 
those  of  the  family".  [The  massacre  began,  April  18,  1644]. 

^'■Upon  these  troubles  divers  godly  disposed  persons  [including  Capt.  Daniel  Gookin 
and  others'\  came  from  thence  to  New  England  and  many  of  the  rest  were  forced  to 
give  glory  to  God  in  acknowledging  that  this  evil  was  sent  upon  them  from  God  for 
their  reviling  the  gospel  and  those  faithful  ministers  he  had  sent  among  them."  (Win- 
throp  in  his  History  of  N^ew  England,  198,  199). 

Savage,  in  a  foot  note,  tells  us  that  the  ship  which  brought  the  ''godly 
disposed  persotis''''  from  Virginia  to  Massachusetts  arrived.  May  20,  1644. 
Daniel  Gookin,  Thomas  Chamberlin,  James  Parker,  Allen  Convers  and  oth- 
ers were  made  freemen  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  May  29,  1644. 
Did  Thomas  Chamberlain  come  with  Gookin  from  Virginia  and  did  William 
Chamberlain  follow  a  few  years  later  ? 

No  Thomas  Chamberlain  appeared  in  Virginia  before  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  but  one  William  Chamberlain  was  living  in  Charles 
City  County  in  iGSg  and  died  there  the  year  following.  From  the  absence 
of  authentic  records  it  is  impossible  to  state  whether  the  immigrants  to  Vir- 
ginia in  1635  were,  or  were  not,  identical  with  the  immigrants  of  the  same 
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name  who  appeared  in  New  England  within  ten  or  twelve  years  of  that  date. 
Felt  stated  that  there  were  70  persons  living  in  Virginia  who  petitioned  for 
the  Puritan  clergymen  to  go  there  in  1643,  but  I  have  failed  to  find  in  New 
England  the  Hst  of  names  of  the  petitioners. 

Like  every  surname  the  name  Chamberlain  has  many  variations.  In 
the  first  fifty  volumes  of  the  New  England  Historical  Genealogical  Register, 
it  is  found  in  twenty-two  variations.  These  forms  do  not  represent  the  varia- 
tions used  by  the  Chamberlains  themselves,  but  rather  the  forms  found  on  the 
colonial  records  of  New  England.  When  we  realize  that  no  standard  of  spell- 
ing was  in  general  use  among  English  people  until  about  the  period  of  the 
American  Revolution,  it  becomes  apparent  how  surnames  were  corrupted  and 
varied  in  past  centuries. 

William  Chamberlain,  the  immigrant,  probably  first  appeared  in  New 
England  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  October  30,  1647,  when  he 
took  a  deed  of  a  house  and  lot  of  Francis  Smith,  as  follows  : 

"William  Chamberlaine  his  possession  in  Boston  : 

9  (9)  1647  :  Francis  Smith  granted  unto  William  Chamberlaine  his  house  &  gar- 
den together  w*  the  shopp  &  out  houseinge  unto  the  same  belonging  being  bounded  on 
the  north  w*  the  lane  [West  Street],  on  the  west  w*  the  Comon  [Mason  Street],  the 
high  streete  [Washington  Street]  east,  &  Richard  Carter  South  &  this  was  by  an  absolute 
deed  dated  :  30th  October  1647  :  acknowledged  the  9  (9)  1647,  before  Mr  Hibbins.  This 
was  againe  assigned  to  ffrancis  Smith,  see  p.  126." 

"Francis  Smith  his  possessions  in  Boston. 
******** 

5  (11)  1648:  Wm  Chamberlaine  assigned  unto  Francis  Smith  &  his  heires  forever  his 
house  &  ground  thereto  belonging  formerly  bought  of  the  sd  ffrancis  being  bounded  on 
the  north  wth  the  lane  [West  Street],  on  the  east  w*  the  high  street  [Washington  Street] 
Richard  Carter  on  the  south  &  the  Comon  on  the  west  [Mason  Street].  This  assign- 
ment was  dated  4  (n)  1648.  W™  Chamberlaine.  This  house  was  againe  sould  to  Ri : 
Wilson  p  :"     (Boston  Book  of  Original  Possessions,  pp.  132,  126.) 

Here  on  the  southwest  corner  of  West  and  Washington  Streets  William 
Chamberlain  owned  property  from  Oct.  30,  1647,  to  Jan.  4,  1648/9, — a  period 
of  about  fourteen  months.  All  of  the  early  antiquaries  identified  this  man  as 
William  Chamberlain  who  settled  in  Hull,  but  as  that  man  was  not  married  until 
about  four  years  after  this  William  Chamberlain  purchased  this  home,  while 
William  Chamberlain,  of  Woburn  had  married  before  he  became  an  inhabitant 
of  Woburn,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Boston  man  and  the  Woburn  man  of  this 
name  were  identical.  Francis  Smith  purchased  this  Boston  property  only  a 
few  months  before  he  sold  it  to  William  Chamberlain,  and  appears  to  have 
resided  there  for  many  years  after  it  was  assigned  back  to  him. 

■    Two  days  after  William  Chamberlain  disposed  of  his  property  in  Boston, 
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he  was  admitted  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Woburn — ten  miles  northwest 
of  Boston — as  the  following  Woburn  town  record  shows  : 

"the  6  of  II  m"  1648:  [Jan  6,  1648/9]  William  Chamberlin  admited  an 
Inhabitant  of  this  Towne  and  permited  to  by  land  for  his  conuencey  in  any 
place  thereof  prouided  hee  unsetl  not  any  Inhabitant  and  bring  testimony  of 
his  peacebl  behaueor  which  is  not  in  the  least  mesur  questioned."  (Woburn 
Town  Records,  Vol.  I,  p.  13.) 

In  less  than  one  month  he  received  a  grant  of  land  there  as  the  follow- 
ing town  record  shows  : 

"the  3  of  12  m°  1648:  [Feb.  3,  1648/9]  and  Edmond  Chamberlin  John 
Parker  and  William  Chamberlin  are  to  have  tenn  Acres  ether  of  them  or 
twenty  acres  as  the  Committee  shall  see  meete  they  are  to  lay  it  out  as  shall 
bee  Best  for  the  Towne  and  proprietors  begining  at  that  end  next  parly 
medow  Brooke  and  a  joyning  to  Reding  line  at  the  out  side  all  the  way  to 
bee  layd  out  to  the  persons  as  they  are  in  order  above  Expressed."  i^Ibid. 
p.  14.) 

"the  26th  7  m''  1650  :  [Aug.  26,  1650.]  It  is  further  ordered  that  Sam- 
uel Tidd  shall  have  four  acres  of  meadow  laid  out  in  a  meadow  called  Drum 
Meadow  to  begin  at  which  end  he  pleaseth  and  William  Chamberlain  to  have 
the  residue  prouided  they  continue  to  improve  it  to  their  houses  they  build." 
(^Ibid.  p.  16.) 

"Parly"  Meadow  and  "Drum"  Meadow  are  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
present  city  of  Woburn  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  exact  spot  where  William 
Chamberlain  built  his  house  in  Woburn  can  be  identified. 

"the  10  of  II  m°  165 1  :  [Jan.  10,  1651/2]  Thomas  perce  Edward 
Winn  &  William  Chamberlin  are  ppointed  a  committee  to  looke  on  the  inlarg- 
ment  Allen  Convars  desirs  neer  his  hous  and  looke  on  an  inlargment  John 
Parker  desirs  and  make  a  Return  whether  it  will  not  bee  prejuditiall  to  the 
Towne."     {Ibid.  p.  17.) 

The  town  records  further  show  that  he  and  his  wife  Rebecca  had  two 
sons  born  there  (not  in  Concord  as  Savage  stated),  viz.  Timothy,  b.  Aug.  13, 
1649,  and  Isaac,  b.  Oct.  i,  1650. 

On  June  9,  1652,  the  First  Church  of  Cambridge  made  an  agreement 
for  the  division  of  Shawshine.  All  of  the  communicants  received  allotments 
but  comparatively  few  of  the  Cambridge  settlers  removed  to  Billerica  to  es- 
tablish homes  there.  On  March  25,  1654,  the  proprietors  of  Cambridge 
executed  "the  Great  Deed"  to  the  proprietors  of  Billerica  granting  the  latter 
"all  our  respective  rights  &  interest  therein  unto  any  part  or  parcail  of  the  said 
land  now  called  by  the  said  name  of  Billerica  als  Shawshine  *  *  *  *  except- 
ing &  reserving  our  Joynt  &  respective  interest  that  any  of  us  have  in  the 
farme  wherein  John  Parker  now  dwelleth  comonly  called  by  the  name  of  the 
Churches  farme  (ie)  the  church  at  Cambridge".     To  this  document  the  pro- 
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prietors  of  Cambridge  and  the  proprietors  of  Billerica  signed  their  names. 
"William  Chamberline"  signed  "for  Thomas  Hamons  Lott."  (See  photo- 
graph of  the  autographs  in  the  Patten  Genealogy) 

On  Nov.  2,  1637,  the  General  Court  made  a  grant  of  land  in  the  follow- 
ing language  :  "  The  Deputy,  Mr.  Dudley  hath  a  thousand  acres  granted  him 
wheare  it  may  not  pjudice  any  plantation  granted,  nor  any  plantation  to  bee 
granted  w*  out  limiting  to  time  of  impo^"  (^Hazeti's  History  of  Billerica^  p. 
3.)  On  May  2,  1638,  this  grant  was  enlarged  and  located  "&  the  Deputie 
Governo''  to  have  his  thousand  acres  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  said  two 
great  stones  (w'^'^  stones  were  lately  named  the  Two  Brothers)  *  *  *  about 
6  miles  from  Concord  northwards,  *  *  *  close  by  the  ryver-side  that  comes 
fro  Concord."  "The  Deputie  Governo'' is  to  run  a  line  easterly  from  the  said 
stones  so  that  hee  may  take  in  a  meadowe  on  the  other  side  of  a  hill  [Indian 
Hill]  &  so  to  extend  his  thousand  acres  as  farr  northerly  as  hee  will,"  etc. 
About  1639  the  General  Court  increased  Mr.  Dudley's  Farm  by  the  addition 
of  500  acres.  Some  time  before  June  14,  1642,  there  was  erected  about  two 
and  one  half  miles  from  the  "Two  Brothers"  the  Shawshin  house.  After 
having  been  granted  several  times  upon  conditions,  this  territory  of  "Shawe- 
shin"  was  granted  to  Cambridge,  March  7,  1643/4,  "p'^ovided  the  church  & 
p''sent  elders  continue  at  Cambridge."  Thus  we  see  why  the  proprietors  of 
Cambridge  had  a  right  to  convey  their  interests  in  the  township  of  Billerica, 
and  why  they  did  not  settle  it  themselves.  On  Feb.  28,  165 1/2,  Thomas  Dud- 
ley, the  Deputy  Governor,  conveyed  "1500  acres"  "lying  and  being  about  6 
miles  northerly  from  Concord,"  for  ^i  10,  unto  Thomas  Chamberline,  Isacke 
Learned  and  James  Parker  all  of  Woburne  in  New  England  and  all  his  right 
which  he  "hath  therein  by  virtue  of  the  said  grants  of  the  general  Courts  or 
by  any  purchase  from  any  Indian",  provided  the  grantees  pay  ^55  of  money, 
oxen,  steers,  cowes,  heifers  or  calves  at  his  dwelling  house  in  Roxbury  upon 
April  28,  1653,  and  the  "like  summe"  in  "cattaile  or  in  corne"  at  the  same 
place  as  follows:  "^15  in  wheate  &  ^35  in  Rye,  pease  or  Indian  corne"  on 
April  28,  1654  and  annually  until  the  full  sum  was  paid.  One  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Dudley  Grant,  James  Parker,  settled  in  Billerica  and  it  is  fair 
to  assume  that  the  twelve  original  settlers  on  the  Dudley  Grant  as  proprietors 
of  Billerica  delivered  their  products  to  Governor  Thomas  Dudley  in  payment 
for  their  lands.  The  deed  was  recorded  Sept.  19,  1656,  showing  that  the 
Governor,  or  his  heirs,  had  been  paid  in  full  before  that  date.  William  Cham- 
berlain became  interested  in  Billerica  as  early  as  June  9,  1652,  and  I  conjec- 
ture that  in  that  year  he  commenced  to  fell  the  primeval  forests  on  the 
Dudley  Grant.  Presumably  his  family  remained  in  Woburn  until  the  next 
year  when  doubtless  they  removed  to  their  log-cabin  home  in  the  forest- 
girdled  settlement  of  ancient  Billerica.  After  1652  there  is  no  further  record 
of  the  family  in  Woburn. 
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For  thirteen  years,  1652-1665  the  settlers  on  the  Dudley  Grant  held 
their  title  by  possession  or  by  some  unrecorded  agreement.  Thomas  Dudley's 
heirs  permitted  the  proprietors  to  record  their  title  Sept.  19,  1656.  On 
March  6,  1656,  "Mary  Chamberline  of  Chelmsford  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Chamberline"  quitclaimed  all  her  interest  in  the  Dudley  Grant  unto  Will- 
iam Chamberline,  Edm  :  Chamberline  and  eight  other  settlers.  About  one 
month  after  Gov.  Dudley's  deed  was  recorded  in  Middlesex  County,  on  Oct. 
22,  1656,  Edmund  "Chamberline"  of  Chelmsford,  planter,  deeded  one  dwell- 
ing house  and  about  50  acres  in  Billerica  to  William  Baker,  "bounded  on  the 
northeast  with  William  Chamberline,"  etc.,  "which  land  I  *  *  *  *  purchased 
both  meadow  and  upland  of  Isack  Lerned,  Thomas  Chamberline  and  James 
Parker,  the  whole  being  one  twelfth  of  all  that  farme  of  1500  acres  by  them 
purchased  of  the  Worshipful!  Thomas  Dudley,  Esq.  deceased."  {Middlesex 
Deeds,  I.  197) 

About  1656  James  Parker,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Dudley  Grant, 
removed  from  Billerica  to  Chelmsford,  leaving  the  original  settlers  William 
French,  George  Farley,  Benjamin  Butterfield,  Joseph  Parker,  Jacob  Parker, 
John  Stearns,  Henry  Jefts  and  William  Chamberlain  with  later  purchasers 
in  possession  of  the  Dudley  Farm.  Of  the  Cambridge  grantees  Goodman 
Hammond  owned  lot  No.  50,  containing  15  acres.  This  passed  into  posses- 
sion of  William  Chamberlain  March  25,  1654.  From  this  time  until  Nov.  24, 
1665,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  he  acted  as  agent  for  the  proprietors  of  the 
Dudley  Grant  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  received  his  title  to  125 
acres  including  his  homestead  therefor  and  that  his  services  constituted  "a 
valluable  consideration  to  us  well  and  truly  payd  by  W'"  Chamberline  of  Bille- 
rica, planter."  By  their  deeds  of  the  same  date  the  other  settlers  paid  a 
"valuable  consideration  of  mofiey"  for  their  shares  of  the  Dudley  Farm. 

On  Nov.  24,  1665,  the  surviving  proprietors  of  the  Dudley  Grant,  "James 
Parker  and  Thomas  Chamberline  of  Chelmsford,  Planters,  for  a  valluable 
consideration  to  be  well  and  truly  payd  by  W'"  Chamberline  of  Billerica, 
planter,"  deeded  him  125  acres  "of  that  farme  by  us  purchased  of  Thomas 
Dudley,  Esq.  deceased,  both  upland  and  swamp  *  *  the  upland  bounded 
with  Lt.  W'"  ffrench  on  the  south,  Ralph  Hill,  Sen^  west,  Mr.  Richard  Champ- 
ney  north  and  the  farme  line  east."  {Middx  Deeds,  3  :  152).  This  was  the 
homestead  of  William  Chamberlain.  It  was  located  a  little  north  of  Bare  Hill 
just  southeast  of  the  present  village  of  Billerica,  near  where  the  Woburn  road 
and  the  Concord  road  diverge.  There  is  an  old  cellar  there,  from  which  has 
been  obtained  an  old  brick  and  a  pewter  spoon — relics  of  the  bygone  centu- 
ries, but  the  old  house  was  removed  before  1835,  and  perhaps  long  before 
that  date.  He  received  eleven  grants  of  land  from  the  town  and  must  have 
owned  at  least  200  acres  there.  In  1664  the  highway  was  built  through  his 
land  "by  his  house  upon  y"  farme"  and  he  was  granted  four  and  one-half 
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acres  for  damages  (^Billerica  Land  Grants).  Grants  were  made  to  him 
of  land  at  "Treeble  Cove",  "on  the  Plaine  north  of  Heeth  Brooke",  on  "the 
Pine  Plaine",  "on  the  northeast  side  of  Prospect  Hill",  "in  Heeth  Meadow", 
"on  the  west  side  of  Concord  River",  "in  Heeth  Swamp",  "west  of  the  Great 
Pond  called  the  Mill  Pond",  in  "Pond  Meadow",  in  "River  meadow"  and  at 
"French's  Hill  Meadow." 

"April  20,  1663,  The  Townsmen  doe  order  that  for  the  repayring  the 
High  way  Ledinge  from  the  Cuntry  Rode  that  Leads  from  our  Town  to  Con- 
cord to  y*^  Cuntry  Rode  y'  Leads  to  Shawshin  :  through  the  Land  of  Henry 
Jefts  and  Willi  Chamberlin  :  and  Leftent  Willi  frenches  land  that :  John  Stern 
Henry  Jefts  and  Willi  Chamberlin  and  Willi  french  shall  mend  the  way  and 
make  it  passable  and  they  shall  set  of  there  chrge  on  ye  account  of  publiq 
chrge  in  high  way  worke."  July  3,  1663,  he  drew  a  lot  on  the  west  side  of 
Concord  River.  His  rate  for  the  maintenance  of  Rev,  Samuel  Whiting  for 
the  year  1663  was  ^01  :  00  :  08.  Jan.  29,  1667,  at  a  "publich  towne"  meeting, 
he  was  one  to  consent  "that  any  proposition  shall  be  determined  by  a  major 
vote  of  the  town." 

In  1673,  he  was  chosen  constable  of  the  town,  serving  for  one  year.  At 
that  time  the  New  England  town  constables  served  warrants  upon  all  free- 
men and  freeholders  for  town  meetings,  warrants  upon  the  selectmen  for 
choice  of  jurors,  warrants  upon  offenders  against  the  laws ;  collected  the 
country  rates  and  the  minister's  rates  and  paid  the  latter  to  the  settled  minis- 
ter of  the  township,  who  was  for  many  years  the  only  person  in  the  township 
who  received  a  compensation  for  his  services  at  public  expense.  The  accounts 
which  William  Chamberlain  and  other  early  constables  rendered  to  the  town 
of  Billerica  show  that  the  rates  were  paid  in  rye,  wheat,  Indian  corn  and  other 
New  England  farm  products.  Oct.  8,  1677,  the  town  of  Billerica  appointed 
tithing-men  and  placed  under  each  the  care  of  a  half  dozen  families.  Will- 
iam Chamberlain's  family  was  under  the  care  of  George  Farley.  In  May  1677 
he  was  behind  in  his  last  year's  rates  to  the  amount  of  £o\  :  02  :  05.  This 
was  on  account  of  King  Philip's  War  which  ruined  the  property  of  many  fam- 
ilies all  over  New  England.  He  was  one  of  the  forty  inhabitants  of  Billerica 
who  were  in  arrears  for  their  rates  due  the  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting  Jan.  4,  1685, 
his  rate  being  ^01  :  03  :  04. 

Capt.  Daniel  Gookin  and  John  Eliot,  the  Apostle  to  the  Indians,  visited 
the  Wamesit  Indians  on  the  Merrimack  river  about  five  miles  north  of  the 
Billerica  settlement  May  5  and  6,  1674,  and  heard  the  chief  Numphow  de- 
clare that  he  would  become  a  Christian.  In  Gookin 's  narrative  {Hazen,  105, 
106)  he  gives  full  details  of  this  visit.  In  that  account  Capt.  Gookin  said, 
"In  this  town  [Billerica]  they  observe  the  same  civil  and  religious  orders  as 
in  other  towns  and  have  a  constable  and  other  officers."  The  "constable"  to 
whom  he  here  referred  was  Samuel  Manning  for  1674  and  William  Chamber- 
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lain  for  1673,  whose  duties  had  been  so  performed  that  Numphow  and  his 
tribe  refused  to  join  King  Philip  one  year  later,  and  so  the  inhabitants  of 
Billerica,  although  living  in  constant  fear,  escaped  the  cruel  tomahawk  and 
the  loss  of  their  homes,  although  they  were  domiciled  in  garrisons  as  the 
inhabitants  of  other  towns  were. 

Sarah  Shelley. 

From  its  genealogical  significance  the  will  of  Sarah  Shelley  of  Boston  is 
reproduced  verbatim  et  literatim  : 

"I  Sarah  Shelley  of  Boston  in  New  England  Spinster,  being  Sick  in  body, 
but  through  mercy  of  sound  disposing  minde  Knowing  the  uncertainty  of  this 
present  Life  do  hereby  revoke  all  former  and  make  and  declare  this  my  last 
will  and  Testament. 

First  and  principally  I  commit  my  Spirit  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God 
my  Creato""  hopeing  to  receive  full  pardon  and  forgiveness  of  all  my  Sines  and 
eternal  Life  and  Salvation  through  the  alone  Merits  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
my  ever  blessed  Redeemer.  My  body  I  commit  unto  the  dust  to  be  decently 
interred  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executo""  hereafter  named  in  faith  of  a  glori- 
ous Resurrection. 

And  for  my  temporal  Estate  I  will  that  it  be  imployed  and  bestowed  as 
in  and  by  this  my  will  is  exprest. 

Impr^  I  will  that  all  my  just  debts  and  funeral  Expences  be  paid  and 
discharged  by  my  Executo""  in  convenient  time  after  my  decease. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Rev^  and  much  Respected  Friends 
M""  Samuel  Nowell  M""  James  Allen  and  M""  Joshua  Moody  all  of  Boston  Forty 
Shillings  apeice  in  money. 

It.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Cousens  Capt°  Penn  Townsend  and 
Sarah  his  wife  Five  pounds  apiece  in  money  and  to  my  Cousen  Ann 
Peirce  Five  pounds  in  money  and  to  each  of  my  Cousen  Townsends 
and  Cousen  Peirse:^  Children  now  Liveing  Forty  Shillings  apeice  in  money 
to  be  paid  by  my  Execto""  into  the  hands  of  their  parents  for  their  use. 
Also  I  give  unto  my  Cousen  Rebecca  Davenports  two  Children  Forty 
Shillings  apeice  in  money  Viz':  Addington  Davenport  and  Rebecca  Daven- 
port: Further  I  give  unto  the  s"^  Rebecca  Davenport  and  Rebecca  Townsend 
my  two  Silver  Spoons  Rebecca  Townsend  to  have  that  I  comonly  use  More  to 
my  Cousen  Rebecca  Davenport  one  new  pewter  pot  and  a  Silver  Bookin.    [sic] 

It.  I  give  unto  my  Cousen  Isaac  Addington  Ten  pounds  in  money  and 
to  his  wife  Twenty  Shillings  in  money  to  buy  a  Ring. 

It.  I  give  unto  my  good  Friend  M""^  Dorothy  Hawkins  widow  Twenty 
Shillings  in  money  to  buy  her  a  Ring. 

It.  I  Release  unto  my  Brother  William  Chamberlin  a  debt  of  Six  pounds 
which  he  oweth  me  and  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Sister  his  wife  and 
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unto  her  three  daughters  Twenty  Shillings  apeice  in  money:  Farther  I  give 
unto  my  s'^  Sister  and  her  three  daughters  and  my  Cousen  John  Chamberlin's 
wife  all  my  wearing  Apparrell  and  Household  goods  of  all  sorts  to  be  equally 
divided  among  them  Excepting  three  small  pewter  dishes  marked  S:  S:  which 
I  give  unto  my  Cousen  Sarah  Sheds  Children  now  liveing. 

It.  I  give  and  bequeath  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  Estate  whatsoever 
unto  my  Sister  Chamberlins  Eight  Sons  to  be  equally  divided  to  and  among 
them  onely  my  two  Cousens  John  and  Clement  Chamberlin  to  have  the  value 
of  Twenty  Shillings  apeice  over  and  above  an  equal  Share  with  their  other 
Bretheren. 

It.  upon  farther  consideration  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  M""  Roberts 
Sanderson  M"'  Henry  Alline  and  Mr  Joseph  Bridgham  Deacons  of  the  first 
Church  of  Christ  in  Boston  whereof  I  am  an  unworthy  member  to  and  for  the 
use  of  the  s'^  Church  and  poor  thereof  Ten  pounds  in  money  which  Sume  I 
hereby  reserve  out  of  the  residue  of  my  Estate  willed  to  be  divided  as  aboves'^. 
And  of  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  I  do  nominate  ordein  and  appoint 
my  Kinsman  Isaac  Addington  to  be  the  sole  and  whole  Execto"".  In  Testi- 
mony whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Scale.  Dated  in 
Boston  the  Second  day  of  February  Ann°  Dom^  1686/7  Annoqz  R:R^  Jacobi 
Angliae  &c^  :  Secundi :  Secundo. 

Further  I  give  unto  each  of  my  Cousen  John  &  Thomas  Chamberlins 

and  my  Cousen  Sarah  Shed^  Child":  now  liveing  Ten  Shillings  for  y*^  raysing 

of  w'^^  I  have  some  small  Remnants  of  Goods  by  me  w*  my  Executo"'  may 

dispose  of 

Signu 

Sarah  s  Shelley  [Seal] 

Signed  Sealed  and  what  is  conteined  in  these  two  pages  was  published 

by  Sarah  Shelley  to  be  her  last  will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us. 

William  Griggs 

John  Ballantine 

Martha  Collings 

Coram  Viro  Honorabili  Josepho  Dudleo  Armiger  o  :  Apr"  21,  1686.  [1687] 

This  Instrument  being  Presented  by  Is^:  Addington  Executor  W™  Griggs 

and  John  Ballantine  made  oath  that  they  were  Present  and  Saw  Sarah  Shelly 

Signe  Scale  &  Publish  the  same  as  her  last  will  and  testam^  and  that  when 

she  so  did  she  was  of  sound  mind  and  memory  to  their  best  understanding 

and  y*  they  saw  Martha  Collin  Signe  w''^  them  as  witness.     Jurat  at  Supra 

Attesf  Tho  Dudley  Cler." 

The  foregoing  will  appears  to  have  been  drawn  by  Isaac  Addington, 
the  distinguished  colonial  magistrate  of  Suffolk  County,  whom  the  testatrix 
called  her  "kinsman"  and  her  "cousin."  The  paper  was  folded  together  so 
that  the  contents  were  on  the  two  inside  pages  of  the  paper.     The  person 
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who  drew  up  the  will  also  wrote  on  the  outside  page  in  its  middle  part  :  "M" 
Sarah  Shelley  her  Last  Will  1686."  On  the  same  outside  page  of  the  origi- 
nal will  at  least  two  other  persons  wrote  :  "Sarah  Shelley  Will  April  21,  1686" 
and  "Sarah  Shelleys  Will  21  Apr'  1687"  and  "Sarah  Shelleys  Last  Will  Proved 
21  Apr"  1687." 

The  testatrix  was  admitted  to  the  First  Church  of  Boston,  Aug.  14, 
1670,  and  continued  to  live  in  Boston  until  her  death,  which  occurred  between 
Feb.  2  and  Feb.  22,  1686/7.  During  these  sixteen  years  Sarah  Shelley  fre- 
quently loaned  money  to  various  persons.  She,  or  another  person  of  the 
same  name,  received  a  gift  of  five  shillings  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Anne  (Fisher) 
Leverett,  widow  of  Elder  Thomas  Leverett  of  Boston,  on  Oct.  15,  1656. 
Elder  Thomas  Leverett  made  a  nuncupative  will  bequeathing  all  his  property 
to  his  "wiffe"  Ann  Leverett  with  no  mention  of  other  kindred.  Elder  James 
Penn  of  Boston  made  his  will,  Sept.  29,  1671,  in  which  he  bequeathed  to  his 
wife  Katharine  (who  subsequently  returned  to  England)  to  his  kinsmen  Mr. 
James  Allen  and  Penn  Townsend,  to  his  sister  Mary  Miner  and  to  Sarah 
"S^eally."     In  these  instances  no  kinship  to  either  testator  is  expressed. 

From  the  will  of  Sarah  Shelley  it  is  apparent  that  Rebecca,  the  wife  of 
William  Chamberlain,  was  her  "sister."  In  legal  usage  the  word  "sister" 
sometimes  meant  own  sister,  sometimes  half  sister  and  not  infrequently  sister- 
in-law,  but  the  phraseology  of  this  will  excludes  the  latter  interpretation  as 
the  words  are  here  used.  Our  present  knowledge  fails  to  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine w'hether  the  word  "sister"  was  intended  to  denote  own  sister  or  half 
sister.  The  testatrix  called  the  eleven  children  of  her  sister  Chamberlain  her 
"cousins,"  by  which  it  is  plain  that  she  meant  her  nephews  and  nieces.  The 
word  "cousin"  was,  of  course,  an  indefinite  terra  used  as  we  now  use 
kinsman. 

In  the  same  document  she  called  the  children  of  Capt.  Isaac  and  Anne 
(Leverett)  Addington  of  Boston  her  "cousins."  Did  the  word  "cousin" 
applied  to  the  Addington  children  have  the  same  or  another  meaning  from 
what  it  had  in  its  application  to  the  Chamberlain  children  ? 

In  1672  Gov.  John  Leverett  sent  to  Old  Boston  in  Lincolnshire  for  a 
transcript  of  the  baptisms  of  his  father's  family  which  was  sent  him  that  year. 
On  March  15,  1678/9,  while  Governor  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  he 
made  his  will  mentioning  all  of  the  children  of  his  sister  Anne  (Leverett) 
Addington  but  neither  Sarah  Shelley  nor  Rebecca  Chamberlain.  His  trans- 
cripts show  that  he  was  baptized  in  St.  Botolph's  in  Old  Boston  July  7,  1616, 
and  that  the  family  consisted  of  thirteen  children  baptized  between  1612  and 
1632.  These  transcripts  show  that  John  Leverett  had  a  sister  Sarah  Leverett 
bapt.  there  Sept.  26,  1622.  She  does  not  appear  to  be  accounted  for  but  the 
transcripts  fail  to  show  any  sister  named  Rebecca  Leverett.  (Mass.  Hist. 
Coll.  Fourth  Series,   2:225.)     The  widow  of  Elder  Thomas  Leverett  in  her 
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will  bequeathed  to  her  son  "John  Capt.  Leverett",  to  her  "daughter  Leverett" 
by  which  she  meant  daughter-in-law  and  to  her  "daughter  Anne  Addington", 
Oct.  15,  1656 — from  which  it  is  inferred  that  only  two  of  her  children  were 
then  living.  The  parish  register  of  St.  Botolph  shows  that  Mr.  Thomas  Lev- 
erett and  Anne  Fisher  were  married  there  Oct.  29,  16 10,  and  since  Sarah 
Shelley  and  Rebecca  Chamberlain  were  one  generation  younger  than  Thomas 
Leverett  and  his  wife,  it  is  apparent  that  they  could  not  be  sisters  to  either. 
Therefore,  the  kinship  of  Capt.  Isaac  Addington's  children  to  Sarah  Shelley 
and  Rebecca  Chamberlain  did  not  originate  in  the  Leverett  family  and  must 
have  come  from  the  Addington  family. 

It  is  evident  that  neither  the  author  of  the  Addington  Genealogy — Thad- 
deus  William  Harris,  M.  D.,  nor  the  authors  of  the  Leverett  Memorials  indi- 
cated any  relationship  of  either  family  with  Sarah  Shelley  and  Rebecca 
Chamberlain.  The  Memorial  stated  that  Elder  Thomas  Leverett  was  reputed 
to  be  the  father  of  sixteen  children — the  transcripts  from  St.  Botolph's  show 
only  fourteen  and  of  that  number  only  three  have  been  identified  in  Boston  in 
New  England.  Is  it  likely  that  Elder  Thomas  Leverett  left  beyond  the  seas 
eight  or  ten  living  children  from  fourteen  years  to  six  months  of  age  and 
came  in  1633  bringing  only  three  children?  Only  two  of  these  are  men- 
tioned in  Mrs.  Anne  Leverett's  will  in  1656.  Either  death  removed  these 
children  early  or  else  there  was  intentional  neglect  to  recognize  family  ties  in 
Mrs.  Anne  (Fisher)  Leverett's  will. 

Mrs.  Anne  (Leverett)  Addington  was  living  in  Boston  in  New  England 
Jan.  29,  1656/7,  when  she  appeared  in  court  and  made  oath  to  the  inventory 
of  her  mother's  estate.  Her  subsequent  career  appears  to  be  a  mystery  as  I 
have  found  no  further  record  of  her ;  neither  has  Savage  nor  Pope  published 
a  later  record  of  her. 

Rebecca  Chamberlain  was  marriageable  in  1648  and  became  the  mother 
of  thirteen  children  between  Aug.  13,  1649,  ^^^  Sept.  27,  167 1.  She  was, 
therefore,  probably  born  between  the  years  of  1625  and  1634.  She  and  her 
sister  Sarah  Shelley  were  of  the  same  generation  as  Capt.  Isaac  Addington 
and  his  wife  Anne  (Leverett)  Addington,  and  since  they  were  not  sisters  of 
the  latter,  they  were  likely  to  have  been  either  own  sisters  or  half  sisters  to 
Capt.  Isaac  Addington  who  appeared  in  Boston  in  New  England  as  a  "single- 
man"  before  June  6,  1640,  and  lived  here  until  his  death  in  1652. 

But  the  will  of  Sarah  Shelley  described  her  as  a  "spinster"  as  did  the 
inventory  of  her  estate — both  in  the  handwriting  of  Isaac  Addington,  Jr. 
Across  the  outside  page  of  the  will  the  scrivener  wrote :  "M""^  Sarah  Shelley 
her  Last  Will  1686".  If  "spinster"  and  "M-"^"  as  legally  used  by  Isaac 
Addington  were  intended  to  imply  that  she  was  a  maiden  then  the  family 
name  of  Rebecca  Chamberlain  was  probably  Rebecca  Shelley,  which  is  the 
point  in  question.     Granting  that  to  be  true,  then  they  were,  I  believe,  half 
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sisters  to  Capt.  Isaac  Addington  of  Boston,  1640-1652.  At  the  time  this  will 
was  drawn  the  title  "Mrs."  was  used  as  a  title  of  respect  to  any  gentlewoman 
— that  is  to  one  who  belonged  to  the  gentry  and  not  to  the  yeomanry.  It 
was  also  a  title  applied  to  married  women  and  widows  to  distinguish  them 
from  singlewomen.  In  New  England  previous  to  the  administration  of  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  as  Governor  marriages  were  performed  by  civil  magistrates 
excepting  those  solemnized  by  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England.  At  a 
later  period  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  both  the  civil  magistrates  and 
the  Puritan  clergy.  In  many  localities  the  latter  most  carelessly  wrote  the 
title  "Mrs."  indiscriminately  before  the  name  of  every  woman  whose  marriage 
they  recorded.  As  to  the  legal  usage  of  the  word  "spinster"  in  New  England 
before  the  American  Revolution,  it  appears  to  have  been  applied  to  both 
maidens  and  widows,  both  were  free  from  the  marriage  contract,  both  were 
single,  both  were  unmarried  and  both  were  therefore  "spinsters".  Rarely 
this  discrimination  appears  in  legal  documents  in  New  England  and  in  Old 
England.  Sarah  Osgood,  a  widow,  and  the  mother  of  three  children  came  in 
the  Cotifidence  in  1635  and  was  called  a  "spinster";  Martha  Wilder,  a  widow, 
and  the  mother  of  Mary  Wilder  of  Hingham  was  called  a  "spinster"  ;  Rebecca 
Binney,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Binney  of  Hull,  in  her  deed  to  James  Dawson  of 
Boston  was  styled  a  "spinster";  "Susannah  Satchwell  of  Haverhill  spinster- 
widow  and  executrix  of  the  will  of  Theophilus  Satchwell  of  Haverhill  deceased" 
deeded  Stephen  Kent,  Sr.  land  in  Haverhill  (Essex  Antiquarian  10:11). 
Administration  on  the  estate  of  Jane  Bryan  [sic]  of  Teddington,  County  of 
Middlesex,  England,  "■spinstex'\  deceased,  was  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
Elizabeth  Bryant  [sic]  legitimate  daughter  of  the  deceased  on  June  23,  1674. 
(Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  1674). 

The  estate  of  Sarah  Shelley  amounting  to  ^^234:  13:  a,\  was  not  an 
insignificant  property  for  a  singlewoman  to  possess  in  the  town  of  Boston 
between  1670  and  1687.  Her  home  was  well  furnished  and  it  may  be 
assumed  that  this  property  did  not  represent  her  earnings  either  in  Boston- 
town  or  elsewhere  but  that  the  larger  portion  of  it  was  an  inheritance.  Had 
she  received  this  from  her  parents,  her  sister  Rebecca  Chamberlain  would 
have  been  likely  to  have  received  a  considerable  portion  of  which  there  is  not 
the  slightest  evidence. 

For  these  reasons  I  believe  that  Sarah  Shelley  was  a  "spinster-widow"  whose 
estate  had  fallen  to  her  by  the  death  of  a  husband  and  she,  being  left  alone 
in  the  world,  decided  to  pass  her  last  years  in  Boston  near  her  nephews  and 
nieces  but  I  do  not  know  that  she  was  a  widow.  Whether  she  was  an  own 
sister  or  a  half-sister  to  Capt.  Isaac  Addington  or  a  more  distant  kinswoman 
my  researches  have  failed  to  disclose.  The  time  will  doubtless  come  when 
this  puzzle  will  be  solved — probably  from  sources  of  information  from  beyond 
the  seas. 
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"Inventory  of  the  Goods  and  chatties  of  Sarah  Shelly  late 
of  Boston  Spmstr  dec^  apprized  22°"^  ffebruary 
i68|  by  us  the  Subscribers : 

Imp^s  One  Flock  Bed  2  ffeather  Boulsfs  ^ 

3  pillows  and  pillow  beers  Twopaire  of  > 

blanketts  and  Coverlett  -         -         -  )      05     00     00 

It.    one  Bedsted  and  Cord  ;^oo     10     00 

One  Trunk  containeing  Linnen  ;i^oo     05     00 

It.     Ten  white  aprons  24  handkerchers 

24  caps   ID  p''  of  cuffs  6  underneck- 

cloths    and    other    Small    weareing 

Linnen  4  pr  thred  Gloves  3  p^  Leath  ditto      J  ^^03     10     00 

It.  14  Sheets  and  a  Cotton  blankett  ;/^o8     08     00 

It.  48  Pillow  beers  i6s  one  Table  cloth  ) 

14  napkins  15s  .         -  .         .  )  £01      11     00 

It.  5  Shifts  20s  ffive  blew  aprons  j 

2  course  towells  6/  ^  ^01     06     00 

It.  I  pillow  beer  course  Towell  j 

and  old  blew  apron  j  ;i^oo     02     00 

It.  Woollen  weareing  apparrel  of  ) 

all  Sorts  muff  and  Gloves  J  ^08     07     00 

It.  Silke  hoods  and  Scarfes  30s  "> 

one  Trunk  7s  one  bible  3/  J  ;^02     00     00 

It.  one  Trunk  3/  Rye  meale  2/  ;^oo     05     00 

It.  6  flagg  bottom  Chaires  i  wainscott  j 

Chaire  &  Stoole  )  ;{^oo     15     00 

It.  one  Cupboard  and  Counter  ^^oo     07     00 

It.  5  Small  Low  Formes  2^  4  pr  old  ) 

Shooes  &  I  pr  pattens  5s  )  _2^oo     07     00 

It.  7  Small  pewter  dishes  14s  one  Cham-  ^ 

ber  pott,  pint   pott,  small    cupp,    one  > 

Porringer   2    Spoones   and   grater    8^  )  ;^oi     02     00 

It.  one  new  pewter  quart  pott  or  three  pint  ^00     03     00 

It.  2  Small  Brass  Kettles,  Skillett,  Iron  ) 

pott  and  hookes  8/  j  ;^oo     08     00 

It.  Earthen  ware  and  Glass  bottles  4s  \ 

Straw  hatt  and  baskett  1/  (  ^00     05     00 

It.  ffire  shovell.  Tongs,  Tramil  and  j 

broken  doggs  |  ^00     05     00 

It.  Smoothing  Box  and  heaters  2/6  J 

Spinning  wheel  3/          -          -         ■  -        )  ;^oo     05     06 

It.  one  Reete  and  Iron  Lamp  ^00     01     00 

It.  Lumber  4s  one  Cord  and  halfe  ) 

of  wood  15s  I  £00     19     00 

It.  one  Small  box  for  Linnen  ;,^oo     02     06 

It.  2  Silver  Spoones  and  one  Silver  bodkin  _;^oo     17     00 

It.     Cash  ;^oo     18     08 

It.  I  yd  Course  Holland  2^   i  yd  |  finer  ( 

Holland  att  5s         -         -         -         -  j  ^00     09     06 

It.  14  yds  I  Scotch  cloth  att  iSd  f  yd  £o\     01     09 

It.  7  yds  J  Dowlaix  att  2/2  iP'  yd  j 

1  Ell  course  dowlax  i  \  ^00     16     o8| 

It.  5  yds  course  Shirting  Holland  att  ) 

2/  '^  yd \  ^00     10     00 

It.  I  f  r  ^  of  ribbon  12/  Tape  and  fiiUit-  ) 

ing  2/ j  ^00     14     00 
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It.  Flax  IQS  2  yds  blew  Linnen  att  9''  ^  yd  ^00     11     06 

It.  2  yds  I  alamode  att  4s  ;i^oo     10     00 

It.  Provisions  6/  ^00     06     00 

Apprized  by  us    Ephraim  Savage,  

Arthur  Mason.  .)^42  :   19:  01^ 

In  Debts  Oweing  and  Standing 

out  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of 

sd  Sarah  Shelley  Viz' 

From  Nathi  Johnson  of  Roxbury  since  Reed  £  4  '■     3     06 

From    Obadiah    Sale   by    Obligacon  For  wch  j 

also  there  is  a  mortgage  (  ^'62  :   19  :  00 

From  Thomas  Skinner,  Phillip  Squire  ) 

&c.  by  obligacon  since  Red  )  £^2  :   16  :  09 

From    Samuel    Boighton   by    Bill    besides  j 

Interest |  /"05     00     00 

Cash  reed  since  of  the  late  wife  of  Hugh  Baboll  ;^oi     04     00 

From  Hugh  Baboll  due  by  bond  and  mortgage  ;^i6     04     00 

From  Capt"  Townsend  by  bill  ;^4o  with  Interest  att  6  i 
5s  <p  Ct  from  9  June  ult  to  the  time  of  her  death  > 

)  £4^ 


neer  8  months )  £41  :    13  :  00 

Due  upon  a  Pledge  £6:  6:  o  whereof  25s  is  | 

since  Reed         -         -         -         -         -         -         -  )  ^  6 :     6 :  00 

(  From  George  Woodward  of  Watertowne 
She  affirmed  }  for  money  Lent  £  i  :  00 :  00 

(  From  John  Shed  of  Bilerica  for  ditto      £  o    08     00 

Errors  Excepted  ;^234     13       4 J 

^  Isa  :  Addington  Exector 
Whereof  I  Crave  allowance 
For  Funeral!  Charges  and  other  disbursments  pd  ;^i7  :  04  :  09 

For  Probate  of  will  and  Inventory  ;if 00  :  07  :  00 

Mr  Isa  Addington  Exec  made  oath  that 
this  accot  Containes  a  just  and  true 
Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Sarah  Shelly  of 
what  hath  come  to  his  knowledge  and 
that  when  more  appeares  he  will  Cause 
it  to  be  added 

Jurat  Coram  J  Dudley  Esqr  Apr"  21  :  1687. 
Attestr  Tho  :  Dudley  Cler  J 
(Suffolk  Probate.  9:  350) 

William  Chamberlain  probably  belonged  to  the  great  middle  class  of 
Englishmen^ — the  yeomanry,  pronounced  by  Wendell  Phillips  to  be  "the  best 
blood  in  Europe."  He  and  his  wife  were  both  able  to  write  and  they  proba- 
bly possessed  such  general  education  as  the  English  yeomanry  could  acquire. 
In  settling  in  Billerica  they  were  in  a  wilderness  eighteen  miles  from  Boston 
and  within  five  miles  of  the  Wamesit  Indians  on  the  Merrimack.  Of  their 
thirteen  children  only  one  could  write.  What  was  true  concerning  the  lack 
of  education  in  their  children  was  likewise  true  of  three-fourths  of  the  children 
of  the  pioneers  of  New  England  who  lived  before  the  days  of  King  Philip's 
war. 
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How  William  Chamberlain  disposed  of  his  estate  does  not  appear  in  the 
county  records,  but  a  critical  study  of  his  land-grants  and  of  the  deeds  given 
by  his  sons  convinces  me  that  they  shared  in  his  estate.  The  title  to  the 
125  acres  conveyed  to  him  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Dudley  Farm  I  have 
failed  to  trace  after  attempting  to  do  so. 

William  Chamberlain  m.  about  1648.  This  marriage  may  have  occurred 
in  England  as  no  record  of  it  has  been  found  in  New  England.  His  wife 
Rebecca  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  reached  matu- 
rity and  ten  of  whom  left  descendants.  In  1692  the  witchcraft  delusion 
spread  from  Salem  Village  to  Andover,  Haverhill,  Reading,  Lexington, 
Chelmsford,  Billerica  and  other  towns.  In  18 16,  John  Farmer,  the  pioneer 
antiquary  of  New  England,  in  his  article  on  the  Early  History  of  Billerica  in 
referring  to  the  death  of  Rebecca  Chamberlain  on  Sept.  26,  1692,  said  that 
she  was  probably  "a  victim  of  the  infatuation  which  prevailed  at  that  time." 
An  examination  of  every  paper  in  the  Middlesex  Co.  Court  Files  from  1670 
to  1700  has  revealed  many  witchcraft  cases  but  nothing  relating  to  Rebecca 
Chamberlain.  The  town  records  of  Billerica  state  that  she  "died  in  y'^  prison 
at  Cambridge."  I  have  the  documentary  record  of  several  of  whom  it  was 
recorded  that  they  died  there  on  the  charge  of  witchcraft.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  were  probably  buried  in  the  Old  South  Cemetery  in  Billerica.  Here 
she  spent  forty  years  of  her  life  and  William  Chamberlain  about  fifty-four 
years.  He  was  the  last  of  the  original  settlers  of  ancient  Billerica  to  enter 
"into  that  peace  that  passeth  understanding." 

Children  last  nine  born  in  Billerica : 

i  Timothy^  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Woburn  13th  6  mo,  1649  (Aug.  13,  1649).  Savage 
stated  in  his  Genealogical  Dictionary  that  he  was  born  at  Concord,  but  his  birth  is 
recorded  at  Woburn  where  his  parents  were  then  living.  He  probably  d.  young  as 
no  further  reference  to  him  has  been  found  in  many  years  of  searching, 
ii  IsAAC'^  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Woburn  Oct.  i,  1650;  probably  named  for  his  uncle 
Capt.  Isaac  Addington ;  assigned  to  Sergt.  Ralph  Hill's  garrison  with  his  father's 
family,  Oct.  8,  1675  [Hazen,  no) ;  d.  at  Billerica,  July  20,  16S1,  aged  30  years. 

2  iii  William^  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  about  1652. 

3  iv  John2  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1654. 

4  V  Sarah^  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  18,  1655/6  (18  d.  11  mo.  1655). 

5  vi  Jacob2  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  18,  1657/8.  (18  d.  11  mo.  1657). 

6  vii  Thomas^  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  20,  1658/9.  (20  d.  12  mo.  1658). 

7  viii  Edmund^  Chamberlain,  b.  July  15,  1660. 

8  ix  Rebecca^  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  25,  1662/3. 

9  X  Abraham^  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  6,  1664/5. 

xi  Ann2  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  6,  1665/6;  alive  Feb.  2,  1686/7.  The  town  of  Bille- 
rica paid  Clement  Chamberlain  £o'6:  03  for  "keeping"  her  and  Dr.  How  12s.  for 
"doctering"  her,  Dec.  12,  1726,  from  which  it  is  inferred  that  in  her  old  age  she 
became  a  town  charge. 

10  xii  Clement^  Chamberlain,  b.  May  30,  1669. 

11  xiii  Daniel^  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  27,  1671. 
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SECOND  GENERATION 

2  WILLIAM-  CHAMBERLAIN,  JR.  {William')  born  about  1652  ;  d. 
at  Lexington,  Mass.,  Jan.  20,  1734.  He  was  assigned  to  Jacob  French's  gar- 
rison in  Billerica,  Oct.  14,  1675,  at  which  time  he  had  no  family.  {Hazen, 
III).  He  was  credited  ;^i  is.  4d.  in  the  ledger  account  of  Treasurer  John 
Hull  for  military  services  during  King  Philip's  war,  the  account  being  dated 
Feb.  24,  1676/7.  (Bodge's  Soldiers  of  King  Philips  s  War  {iSgf),  447-)  He 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  4  d.  12  mo.  1677.  On  Dec.  22,  1684,  "William 
Chamberlaine,  Jun''  is  ordered  forthwith  to  provide  himself  a  service  or  els  y*^ 
Selectmen  will  place  him  out  according  to  law."  {Billerica  Toum  Records). 
On  Jan.  4,  1685/6,  he  and  39  other  inhabitants  of  Billerica  were  in  arrears 
for  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting's  salary,  his  rate  amounting  to  £o\  01  03.  Again 
his  arrears  in  1697  amounted  to  ;^oi  01  10.  {Ibid.)  His  name  does  not 
appear  on  the  Billerica  Town  Records  after  1698.  He  m.  at  Watertown, 
Mass.  Dec.  20,  1698,  Deliverance  Fergerson  (Bond's  Walerioitm,  I,  152)  who 
was  bapt.  and  owned  the  Church  covenant  at  Cambridge  Feb.  28,  1696/7. 
He  appears  to  have  removed  to  the  part  of  ancient  Cambridge  called  Menotomy. 

"At  a  Meeting  of  the  Select  men  [of  Cambridge]  11  Nov"":  1700. 
"Whereas  there  hath  been  of  late  a  publick  Contribution  In  this  Town  for 
y<^:  Reliefe  of  W"":  Chamberlin  his  Substance  having  been  of  late  Consumed 
by  fire  the  Selectmen  have  Ordered  ;^o3  :  00  :  00  of  S'^  Money  to  be  disposed 
of  for  W"^:  Chamberlins  use".  Feb.  14,  1703/4,  the  selectman  again  ordered 
"that  M"':  Jason  Russel  take  care  of  W":  Chamberlin 's  youngest  Child  &  pro- 
vide Nessceseary  clothing  for  her  &  that  he  bring  an  ace':  of  his  Disburst- 
ments  on  s^:  Child  to  the  Select  Men  on  y*^  Second  Monday  in  March  next." 
March  13,  1703/4.  they  gave  an  order  "to  pay  M''  Jason  Russel  twelve  shil- 
lings for  ye  keeping  W"':  Chamberlins  Child  to  this  day  &  Agreed  s'^  Russel 
to  keep  s''  Child  untill  ye  Second  Monday  in  May  Next  for  which  he  is  to 
Receive  of  y'^  Town  18"^  pr.  week  {Totvn  Records  of  Catnbridge,  349).  July 
ID,  1704,  the  selectmen  ordered  that  Mr.  Jason  Russel  be  paid  twelve  shil- 
lings for  keeping  W":  Chamberlins  child,  viz.  Sarah  Chamberlin  to  this  day. 
Also  agreed  with  said  Jason  Russel  to  keep  said  child  until  she  is  eighteen 
years  of  age  for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  four 
pounds."  Jason  Russell  lived  in  the  part  of  Cambridge  which  is  now  Arling- 
ton. William  Chamberlain  Jr.  lost  what  little  personal  property  he  had  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Lexington.  He  probably  owned  no  real  estate  and  d. 
in  poverty.  "Wm  Chamberlain  from  Lexington  was  warned  to  depart  the 
Town  [of  Boston]  as  the  Law  Directs"  Sept.  3,  1726.  {Boston  Record  Com- 
missioners Report,  1700-1728,  153) 

Children  probably  born  in  Cambridge  : 

i  3,  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1699,  d.  at  Lexington,  in  1703. 

ii  Sarah'^,  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1701  ;  living  in  the  home  of  Jason  Russell  of  Men- 
otomy (Arlington)  July  10,  1704. 
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3  JOHN-  CHAMBERLAIN  {William^)  b.  at  Billerica  about  1654;  d. 
there  April  i,  17  12.  He  m.  (i)  at  Billerica,  Dec.  6,  168 1,  Deborah  Jaco,  who 
d.  there  Feb.  24,  1703/4.  In  1679,  he  was  taxed  for  one  poll  and  on  prop- 
erty IS.  8d.  {Hazeti,  193).  He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  "Aprill  23,  1666". 
{Bil/enca  Towti  Rrcords).  On  Dec.  9,  1673,  it  appears  that  he  furnished  two 
bushels  of  Indian  Corn  at  06^:  towards  the  support  of  Mr.  Whiting.  In  1677, 
he  lived  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town.  In  May  1677,  he  was  reported 
behind  in  his  rates  to  Mr.  Whiting  12s.  He  was  no  exception,  as  all  the  in- 
habitants were  struggling  with  the  expenses  of  King  Philip's  war.  On  Jan.  8, 
1682,  his  family  was  under  the  care  of  George  Farley.  On  Jan.  4,  1685,  he 
was  one  of  forty  persons  in  arrears  to  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting,  his  unpaid  rate 
being  ;^oo  :  16  :  07.  He  had  ammunition  distributed  to  him  in  1703.  {Hazen, 
200).  On  Feb.  2,  1686/7,  he  was  bequeathed  by  his  "cousin"  Sarah  Shelley 
of  Boston,  twenty  shillings  over  and  above  what  was  given  him  as  one  of  the 
eight  sons  of  her  sister  Rebecca  Chamberlain.  To  her  cousin  John  Cham- 
berlin's  wife  she  bequeathed  a  portion  of  her  wearing  apparel.  He  married  a 
second  time  a  woman  whose  name  is  unknown  to  me,  as  appears  from  his 
will  here  reproduced  in  full : 

"The  last  will  and  Testament  of  John  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  febre  : 
22  :    1711/12." 

"In  the  name  of  God  amen,  the  twenty  second  day  of  febrewary  Annoque 
Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eleven  twelve  I  John  Chamberlain 
of  Billerica  in  the  County  of  Midd'^.  in  her  Maj'*  Province  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  in  New  England,  being  weak  in  body,  but  of  sound  Judgment  and  memory 
do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament  after  the  following  man- 
ner and  forme,  that  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I  give  and  Recom- 
mend my  Immortal  soul  into  the  hands  of  god  that  gave  it,  and  my  body  to 
the  Earth  with  a  decent  christian  burial ;  and  for  such  worldly  Estate  where- 
with it  hath  pleased  god  to  bless  me  in  this  life  I  give  ;  demise  and  dispose  of 
the  same  as  in  manner  following : 

1.  (five  pounds  in  money  I  do  give  unto  my  son  John  Chamberlain  & 
my  lot  of  twenty  two  acres  and  one  hundred  poles  of  upland  and  swamp  lying 
on  the  south  side  of  Nuttens  Pond  ;  allso  I  do  give  unto  him  my  lot  of  forty 
one  acres  and  Eighty  poles  of  land  Eastward  of  the  great  swamp. 

2.  I  do  give  unto  my  Son  Abraham  Chamberlain  my  homestead  or 
house  lott,  allso  I  do  give  unto  him  my  lot  of  twenty  acres  on  the  west  side  of 
Concord  River  only  the  said  Abraham  shall  pay  unto  his  three  sisters  five 
pounds  a  piece  and  to  his  mother  twenty  shillings  a  year  beside  her  thirds,  and 
after  her  deceas  the  moveables  that  are  left  I  do  give  unto  my  daughters  to  be 
equally  divided  among  them, 

I  do  constitute  and  appoint  my  two  sons  John  and  Abraham,  to  be  my 
lawfull  Executors  of  this  my  will  Rattefying  and  Confirming  this  and  no  other 
to  be  my  last  will  &  testament. 
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In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and 
year  abovewritten.  In  the  tenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  sovereign  Lady 
Anne  of  great  Britain  France  and  Ireland  Queen,  &c. 

John  Chamberlain  [Seal] 

his  3  marke 

Signed,  sealed  published  pronounced  and  declared  by  the  said  John  Cham- 
berlain to  be  his  last  will  and  testament  before  us  the  subscribers  Henry 
Jefts,  John  Needham,  Kdmond  Chamberlain  his  v  marke. 

[Upon  the  other  side  of  this  will  the  Judge  of  Probate  wrote  and  erased 

the  following  :] 

Midd''  at  Camb^  28th  April  1712. 

John  Needham  of  Billerica  p^sent  one  of  the  Witnesses  to  this  Will  &  who 

took  the  Minutes  of  this  Will  &  Carryed  them  to  Capt.  Whiting  to  put  them 

in  forme  sayes  upon  his  oath  y'  the  S''  deed  spake  of  the  widow's  thirds  to  be 

only  in  the  homestead  P[er]  F.  F. 

[On  the  same  sheet  below  he  wrote  :] 

Middlesex  Camb  Aprill  28,  17 12.  This  Will  was  this  Day  Exhibited  for 
probate,  by  John  Chamberlain  Son  of  John  Chamberlain  late  of  Billerica  in 
y<^  County  of  Midd'^  Deed  and  Execuf  therein  named,  And  the  Three  Wit- 
nesses Thereto  were  psent  &  they  Made  Oath  That  They  Saw  the  Testator 
Sign  Seal  &  publish  &  Declare  y^  Same  to  be  his  last  Will  &  Testam'  And 
that  at  Same  time  he  was  of  Sound  &  Disposing  Mind  And  y^  s^  John  Cham- 
berlain took  upon  him  y'^  s'^  Trust  &  room  is  left  for  Abraham  another  Son  of 
y*^  Testator,  Execut  also  therein  nominated,  a  minor  ab^  19  Years  Old,  if  he 
se  cause  to  Accept  w"  he  comes  of  Age  &  in  the  mean  time  Samuel  Hill  of 
Billerica  aforesd  is  Appointed  &  Chosen  Guardian  to  &  by  y'^  s<^  Abraham  & 
This  Will  is  proved  and  Allowed  &  the  Adm":  thereof  Comitted  to  John 
Chamberlain  Aforesd  well  to  adm""  the  Same  according  to  the  true  intent 
thereof  w''  is  something  dark  but  being  of  small  value  &  haveing  directed  the 
Kindred  now  p<-'sent  (all  Exept  Abram  a  Son  of  the  s<^  Deed)  to  agree  w'^  my 
Explanation  thereof  I  have  allow^  this  Will  as  aforesd.  F[rancis]  F.[oxcroft] 
J.  Prob.     Exam^  f  Dan  Foxcroft  Reg'': 

His  inventory,  taken  April  24,  17 12,  included  only  a  part  of  his  personal 
estate  valued  at  £16  :  16  :  11 :  also  "two  old  swords  4s"  etc.  It  stated  that 
he  had  disposed  of  his  bedding  and  given  away  his  real  estate,  both  of  which 
were  not  inventoried. 

Children  all  horn  in  Billerica  : 
i  Deborah^  Chamberlain,  b.  Nov.  17,  1682  ;  became  the  mother  of  Samuel  Farley, 
b.  at  Billerica,  April  14,  1708;  the  father  being  Caleb  Farley,  Jr. 

12  ii  John-'  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  22,  1684/5 
iii  Sarah"  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  29,  1687. 

13  iv  Lydia-'  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  6,  1689. 

14  V  Abraham"  Chamberlain,  b.  April  17,  1693. 
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4.  SARAH2  CHAMBERLAIN  {William^)  b.  at  Billerica,  Jan.  18, 
1655/6;  d.  there  Jan.  17,  1735/6.  She  m.  at  Billerica,  Jan.  9,  1676/7,  John 
Shed,  who  was  b.  there  March  2,  1655,  and  d.  there  Jan  31,  1736/7.  He 
was  an  ensign. 

Children  all  born  at  Billerica  : 
i  Sarah3  Shed,  b.  Nov.  3,  1678;  m.  Nathan  Crosby. 
ii  Elizabeth^  Shed,  b.  Jan.  7,  1681/2 ;  m.  Ebenezer  Farley, 
iii  Benoni^  Shed,  b.  June  11,  16S4  ;  d.  June  26,  1684. 
iv  Rebecca^  Shed,  b.  May  21,  1685;  m.  Joshua  Abbot. 
V  John^  Shed,  Jr.  b.  July  6,  1687. 
vi  Mary^  Shed,  b.  Dec.  7,  1689 ;  she  did  not  marry  her  cousin  Abraham  Chamberlain 

as  Hazen  stated. 
vii  Dorothy^  Shed,  b.  Jan.  11  or  14,  1691/2;  m.  Samuel  Danforth. 
viii  Hannah^  SHED,b.  March  23,  1693/4  ;  m.  her  cousin  Nathan  Shed  of  Billerica. 
ix  Benjamin^  Shed,  b.  Aug.  5,  1696. 

X  Jemima^  Shed,  b.  Jan.  18,  1698/9;  m.  John  Wilson  of  Billerica;  d.  there  Sept.  14, 
1740. 

5.  JACOB"  CHAMBERLAIN  {William^)  b.  at  Billerica,  Jan.  18, 
1657/8;  d.  at  Newton,  Mass.  April  11,  1712;  one  of  the  eight  sons  of 
Rebecca  Chamberlain  referred  to  in  Sarah  Shelley's  will,  Feb.  2,  1686/7. 
Jacob  Chamberlain  aged  23  years  or  thereabouts  deposed  in  the  case  of  Hall 
vs.  Prout  June  21,  1681  and  "saith  that  Mr.  Ebenezer  Prout  this  last  fishing- 
time  past  improved  y^  fishing  at  y^  mill  &  y'^  wars  [weirs]  above  y^  mill  2 1  : 
4:  81"  {Middlesex  Co.  Court  Files,  June  1681).  The  case  shows  that  the 
parties  concerned  were  Medford  people.  His  name  appeared  on  the  tax  lists 
of  Medford,  Mass.  Jan.  31,  1686;  Jan.  20,  1686/7;  Oct.  i,  1687,  and  on 
May  18,  1 69 1,  when  his  tax  amounted  to  ;^oi  :  06  :  03.  "Att  a  publick 
meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cambridge  for  the  Choice  of  Town  Officers, 
March  11,  1694/5  Jacob  Chamberline"  was  chosen  "a  Howard  for  Horses"; 
{Cambridge  Toum  Records,  310).  He  was  chosen  to  inspect  the  swine  for 
"Menottomie"  (now  Arlington)  March  27,  1695.  {Ibid.  311).  At  a  "Publick 
Town  Meeting"  there  he  was  chosen  "Hog  Constable,"  "fifor  Minottomie," 
March  9,  1695/6.  He  was  one  of  the  jurors  at  the  inquest  of  John  Bull  who 
was  drowned  at  Cambridge  April  4,  1698  {Suffolk  Co.  Court  Files,  3690)  and 
served  with  Jason  Russell  and  others.  The  wife  of  Jacob  Chamberlain  con- 
tributed a  "pig  w*  Toes"  valued  at  is.  8d.  towards  the  support  of  Rev.  Will- 
iam Brattle,  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Cambridge  who  recorded  it  Jan. 
15,  1697/8,  under  contributions  from  "my  good  neighbors."  Again  he 
recorded,  Jan.  9,  1699/1700,  that  "Goody"  Chamberlain  had  sent  a  pig  since 
Nov.  20,  1699. 

In  the  year  1699  Jacob  Chamberlain  removed  from  Cambridge  to  New- 
ton as  the  following  abstract  shows  : 

"Jonathan  Hide,  Jun"" :  of  Newton  in  the   County  of    Middlesex  in   y^ 
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Maj*"  Prov^'  of  the  Massach  :  Bay  in  N  :  England,  yeoman,"  for  ^90  deeded 
"Jacob  Chamberlin  of  Cambridge  in  the  County  afores^,  Yeoman,"  "all  that 
my  Messuage  or  Tenement  being  within  the  Limits  of  Newton  afores'^  con- 
sisting of  a  Dwelling  house  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Land  thereto 
adjoining"  bounded  "with  an  highway  to  Dedham  Easterly ;  with  the  land  of 
John  Ward  Sen""  southerly ;  with  meadows  of  Elijah  Marrick  deed  lying  upon 
Charles  River  westerly  and  with  my  own  land  northerly  (Excepting  and 
reserving  a  Drift-way  at  the  westerly  end  of  s''  Land  where  they  now  pass  to  the 
meadow)."  Signed  by  Jonathan  Hide,  Jun"".  in  the  presence  of  Richard  Trues- 
del  and  Jonathan  Remington,  May  11,  1699,  and  acknowledged  on  the  same 
day  but  recorded  Sept.  14,  1721.  (^Middlesex  County  Deeds,  21  :  430).  This 
farm  located  at  Oak  Hill  in  Ward  V  in  the  present  city  of  Newton  remained 
in  the  Chamberlain  family  until  Dec.  4,  1778,  when  Jacob  Chamberlain's 
grandson,  Simon  Chamberlain,  deeded  it  to  Daniel  Richards  of  Newton. 
(87:12)  It  was  owned  by  Jacob  Chamberlain,  Sr.,  1699-1712;  by  Jacob 
Chamberlain  Jr.  1715-1771;  by  Simon  Chamberlain  1771-1778;  and  by 
Daniel  Richards  1778-1830. 

The  present  house,  owned  by  Mr.  Charles  Esty,  was  built  during  the 
time  that  the  property  was  owned  by  the  Chamberlains.  It  was  originally 
constructed  as  a  two  story  leanto  and  stood  facing  the  road  leading  from 
Newton  to  Dedham  (Baker  street).  The  frame  was  of  oak  and  in  remodeling 
the  house  the  frame  is  the  only  original  part  preserved.  When  the  house 
was  turned  to  face  the  lane,  the  old  chimney  which  occupied  the  center  and 
contained  the  fireplaces  was  removed  and  two  small  chimneys  put  in  the  ends. 
The  walls  of  the  house  were  filled  with  brick,  the  laths  were  split  with  an  ax 
and  the  nails  were  hand-made.  Standing  back  from  the  buildings  is  an  old 
oak,  the  only  living  landmark  which  remains  unchanged  since  Jacob  Cham- 
berlain purchased  the  farm.  It  is  the  only  living  witness  of  the  passing  of 
six  generations.  Under  date  of  April  i,  1902,  Rev.  Daniel  Richards,  then  of 
Somerville,  Mass.,  who  was  born  in  the  Oak  Hill  house,  wrote  :  "I  remember 
when  my  grandmother  lived  in  the  old  house  and  the  marriage  of  her  daughter 
in  1825  when  I  was  seven  years  old.  The  house  was  old  then  with  an 
immense  kitchen  and  an  old  barn  and  well  between  the  house  and  street.  I 
am  now  in  my  84th  year — the  last  of  a  great  family — and  have  been  away 
from  Newton  since  1837,"  etc.  Charles  Esty,  the  owner  in  1902,  wrote: 
"The  house  as  it  was  when  my  father  bought  the  place  had  one  chimney,  two 
large  rooms,  one  either  side  the  front  door,  which  was  located  then  in  what  is 
now  the  end  of  the  house  facing  the  street.  The  room  used  for  a  kitchen 
had  a  brick  floor,  a  large  brick  oven  and  a  large  fireplace.  The  house  has  an 
oak  frame  and  I  found  in  putting  in  new  windows  that  the  outside  walls  are 
filled  with  brick  &  clay."     The  house  was  remodeled  and  renovated  about 
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"Inventory  of  the  estate  of  Jacob  Chamberlaine  late  of  Newtown,  decesed:  as  it  was 
vallued  by  us  the  subscribers  upon  May  the  :  14  :  1712  : 

Wearing  Clothes 

Fether  bed  bedsted  and  furnitur 

Flock  bed  bedsted  and  bedding 

Trundle  bedsted  and  bedding 

12  yeard  Cersie  Cloath 

12  pound  of  wooll 

7  pound  flax:   7s :  i  pound  cotton  1:6 

2  chists  and  a  box 

2  spinning  whells 

Pannell  and  pillion  cloath 

Craddell  :  4s  :  2  moall  Sives  1-6 

9  bushells  Malt 

In  Ry[e]  and  Indian  meall 

Meall  seeks  and  wallets 

Wooll  and  hops 

Meall  trough  and  other  lumber 

Arms  and  amanition 

In  brass 

In  putter 

Erthen  ware  :3s  in  tine3s 

Glass  bottels  morter  and  other  lumber 

Books  at 

Looking  glass  and  specktels 

In  yearn 

Podring  tube  and  meat 

Chum  barrells  and  other  kask 

Pails  and  other  lumber 

Iron  pott  and  Kittell 

Tramell  and  tonges 

Chafing  dish,  greidiron  and  spitt 

box  iron,  heaters  lampe  &  candelstick 

Table  and  Joynt  stooll 

Chairs 

Axes  and  other  husbandrie  tools 

Siths  and  hoose 

Plow  chain  and  horse  harnish 

Fetters  yoake  shakell  and  pin 

Cart  and  whells 

On[e]  bridle 

Two  oagers  and  warrow  hoe 

On[e]  plow 

Horse  kind  at 

On[e]  pair  of  oxen 

4  cows  and  a  calf 

On[e]  Sow  and  4  pigs 

6  Sheep  and  4  lambs 

Sheets  2  pillow  bears  &  a  towell 

Half  a  dozen  napkins  2  table  cloaths 
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The  homestead  with  the  buildings  i6o     oo     oo 


1 1  ackers  of  meddow  28 


00     00 


Tottall  ^^27 1     00     06 

Camb.  May  19,  17 12 

Nath  :  Healy 
Phillip  White 
Robert  Murdock 

Invy  :  Exhd  :  May  19,  17 12 £-lo —  o —  o 

real  estate 188 —  o —  o 


personal 83 —  o —  o 

Tottall  debts 25 — 12 —  2 

£'bi     1    10 

"An  account  of   debts  payed  by  Experience   Chamberlan   which  was  dew  from  her  late 
husband  Jacob  Chamberlan's  Estat  that  is  deceased  with  his  ffunerall  Charges  : 

£ 

Payed  to  Nathaniel  Hollis  00 

to  Phillip  Whitt  00 

to  Doctor  Shadick  00 

to  Nathaniell  Hollie  00 

to  Robert  Murdock  00 

to  Robert  Murdock  00 

In  Small  debts  02 

In  Rats  [rates]  02 

In  funerall  Charges  07 

To  John  Stapels  06 

Daniell  Chamberlan  00 

to  John  Ward  00 


s 

d 

07 

06 

08 

00 

07 

04 

02 

06 
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00 

06 

00 

03 

05 

04 

00 

II 

08 

00 

00 

08 

00 

03 

00 

The  tottall  Sum  is  20     07     02 

payed  mor  to  doctor  Wheett  i      15     00 


22       2       2 

An  Account  of  what  debts  apeared  to  be  dew  from  the  Estate  of  Jacob  Chamberlaine 
who  deceased:  Aprill  the:   11  :   17 12 

Funerall  Charges  05     11     02 

In  other  depts  08     18     04 


tottall  14       9     06 

After  1 7 15  the  widow  Experience  Chamberlain  m.  (2)  one  of  the  Jona- 
than Dykes  (Dike)  of  Newton.  Her  grave-stone  standing  on  the  west  side  of 
the  old  Central  Cemetery  at  Newton  Center  reads  as  follows :  "Here  Lyes  y^ 
Body  of  M'^^  Experience  Dyke  wife  to  M''  Jonathan  Dyke  who  Died  May  24 
1749  Aged  83  years  2  months  &  2  D^.  She  was  Formerly  wife  to  M''  Jacob 
Chamberlain  who  Died  April  11  17 12  By  Whome  she  had  5  Sons  All  living 
at  her  Death."     In  the  settlement  of  Jacob  Chamberlain's  estate  the  Judge  of 
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Probate  wrote  May  i6,  1715,  a  memorandum  of  these  children's  names  as  fol- 
lows :  "Jacob,  John,  William,  Jason,  Ebenezer"  and  this  tomb  stone  shows 
that  they  were  all  living  in  1749.  The  stone  also  shows  with  exactness  that 
Experience  was  b.  presumably  March  22,  1666,  or  thereabouts.  She  was 
admitted  to  the  First  Church  of  Cambridge  March  26  ;  1699,  as  "Goody" 
Chamberlain.  After  years  of  search  no  evidence  has  been  found  showing 
who  her  parents  were,  but  I  conjecture  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Experience  (Foster)  French  who  were  married  at  Billerica,  Nov.  4,  1663, 
and  whose  first  recorded  child  Elizabeth  was  b.  there  July  16,  1668.  It  is 
assumed  by  me  that  Experience  was  an  elder  daughter  b.  two  years  earlier 
and  perhaps  not  in  the  Billerica  settlement,  at  least  not  recorded  on  the  Bille- 
rica town  records  with  the  children  of  Joseph  French. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  state  that  Jonathan  Hyde  Jr.  of  Newton,  from 
whom  Jacob  Chamberlain  purchased  his  homestead  in  1699,  was  the  son  of 
Mary  French  and  the  grandson  of  Lieut,  William  French,  one  of  the  nearest 
neighbors  to,  and  earliest  settlers  with,  William  Chamberlain  in  Billerica. 
These  people  were  not  strangers  to  each  other  by  any  means. 

Children,  all  by  wife  Experience  : 

15  i  Jacob^  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  at  Medford,  Feb.  19,  1691/2. 

16  ii  JoHN^   Chamberlain,  b.  probably  in  Cambridge  about  1694;  bapt.  there  at  the 

First  Church  July  18,  1697. 

17  iii  William^  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1697  ;  bapt.  in  the  First  Church  of  Cambridge, 

July  9,  1699. 

18  iv  Jason^  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Newton,  Feb.  26,  1701. 

19  V  Ebenezer3  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Newton,  July  31,  1704. 


6  THOMAS''  CHAMBERLAIN  (m//mm')  b.  at  Billerica,  Feb.  20, 
1658/9;  d.  at  Newton,  before  Nov.  2,  1724.  He  m.  at  Cambridge,  April  18, 
1682,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Stedman)  Hammond  of 
Newton.  She  was  b.  Nov.  3,  1664,  and  d.  at  Newton  Feb.  i,  1733.  Nathan- 
iel Hammond  of  New  Cambridge  (Newton)  for  "a  valuable  price" — deeded 
Thomas  Chamberlain  of  the  same  place  a  wood-lot  in  New  Cambridge, 
whereon  "he  hath  erected  a  barn  and  house,  bounded  north  by  the  high- 
way leading  from  New  Cambridge  to  Muddy  River  (Brookline)  July  6,  1688. 
{^Middx  Deeds,  12  :  666).  Tho :  Chamberlain  was  taxed  on  one  person  and 
estate  at  New  Cambridge  alias  Little  Cambridge  (Newton)  Sept,  5,  1688. 
{Neiv  England  Historical  Genealogical  Register,  31  :  306)  In  1693  and  1694 
he  purchased  land  in  Newton  of  Isaac  and  Ann  (Kenrick)  Hammond.  In 
■1695  he  was  executor  of  the  will  of  John  Clark  of  Newton.     He  was  surveyor 
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of  Newton  1689,  1690,  and  constable  1698  and  1699.  He  was  a  fence 
viewer  there  1712,  1715  and  1716.  On  March  3,  1698/9,  he  paid  £2\  ■ 
12  :  07  in  full  of  his  part  of  the  Meeting  house  rate.      Elizabeth   Chamberlain 


the  widow,  was  appointed  administratrix  of  her  husband's  estate,  Nov.  2,  1724, 
and  John  Greenwood,  weaver,  and  Eleazer  Hammond,  yeoman,  all  of  Newton 
were  her  sureties.  Her  first  account  was  allowed  June  2,  1726.  The  inven- 
tory was  taken  Oct.  23,  1724,  including  his  house  and  barn  and  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  acre  on  which  the  barn  stands  valued  at  ^^50;  12  acres  of 
orchard  and  pasture  land  ^150  ;  15  acres  of  woodland  and  swamp  £4.0 ;  and 
personal  estate  ^^^141:  04:  06.  Before  the  estate  was  settled  the  administra- 
trix died,  and  Sept.  23,  1734,  the  Judge  of  Probate  appointed  a  commission  to 
appraise  the  real  estate  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  late  of  Newton  dec'd  and  the 
real  estate  of  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  (late  widow  of  Thomas)  who  is  now  also 
dec'd  and  to  distribute  the  estate  among  the  heirs.  The  last  valuation  was 
as  follows  : 

One  dwelling  hou^e  and  17  acres  adjoining  being  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Chamberlain 

^^492 — 00—00 
Old  barn  and  one  half  acre  being  the  estate  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  £^5     1°     °° 

Sawmill  meadow  in  Brookline — 3  acres — the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  £4^  00  00 
Woodlot — 16  acres — the  estate  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  valued  at  ;^54     05     00 


Total  £(>-2     15     00 

Division. 

To  Phillip  Chamberlain  and  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  (heirs  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  late  of 
Boston,  deed)  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  late  of  Newton  the  south  part  of  the 
house  lately  built  with  three  acres  ;[f  149 — 07 — 00,  which  with  £40  advanced  to  Thomas 
Chamberlain  of  Boston  by  his  father  makes  his  double  share  jC^^9 — 7 — 00 

To  Sarah  Chamberlain  wife  to  Eleazer  Chamberlain,  dec'd's  youngest  daughter  the  back 
part  of  the  house  with  three  acres  £')4 — 13 — 06 

To  the  heirs  of  Mary  Chamberlain  deced's  third  daughter,  who  is  deceased  since  we  received 
this  Commission,  8  acres  of  woodland  being  westerly  half  (easterly  half  set  off  to  Elizabeth 
Ireland)  £27 — 02—06 

Also  2  acres  in  the  home  lot  67     11     00 

To  Elizabeth  Ireland  wife  of  William  Ireland  ye  deed  eldest  daughter  ;i^27     02 — 06 

Also  3  acres  in  the  home  lot  67      11     00 

To  Rebecca  Adams  wife  of  Daniel  Adams  ye  deed's  second  daughter  saw  mill  meadow 

£4S     00     GO 
Also  2  acres  in  the  home  lot  £49 — 13 — 06 

To  John  and  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  heirs  to  John  Chamberlain  deed  the  youngest  son  to 
the  deed  the  bam  and  barn  lot  £31     10     00 

Also  2i  acres  of  the  home  lot  £6^     03     06 

Dated  at  Newton  Jan.  7,  1734/5  (Middx  Probate  Files,  4206) 
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Children  all  born  at  Newton : 

20  i  Thomas^  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  Sept  10,  1683. 

21  ii  Elizabeth^  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug.  i,  1686. 

iii  Rebecca^  Chamberlain,  b.  March  11,  1689;  m.  Daniel  Adams  of  Cambridge,  who 
rented  the  Thomas  Chamberlain  meadow  in  Brookline  May  4,  1737.  {Brookline 
Records,  648) 

iv  Mary3  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  11,  1693;  ^-  there  Dec.  10,  1734.  She  did  not 
marry  Isaac  Hammond  as  Jackson  stated  in  his  Hist,  of  Newton,  but  died  a  "single- 
woman". 

22  V  Sarah^  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  18,  1695. 

23  vi  John^  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  26,  1698. 

7  EDMUND'^  CHAMBERLAIN  {William^)  b.  at  Billerica,  July  15, 
1660;  d.  there  after  July  28,  1740.  On  Jan.  8,  1682,  the  selectmen  of  Bille- 
rica "at  the  same  time  did  order  that  whereas  Edmond  Chamberlain  by  order 
of  y^  County  Court  was  ordered  to  submitt  himselfe  to  y*^  government  of  y^ 
select[men]  of  this  town  they  do  order  him  y^  said  Edmond  Chamberlain  to 
live  with  his  master  Joseph  Walker  for  y^  space  of  six  moneths  next  ensuing 
after  the  manner  of  a  journey  man  to  attend  family  orders  and  government 
therein  acording  to  law.  Also  not  to  make  any  bargain  with  any  man  with- 
out his  masters  approbation  and  at  the  end  of  six  moneths  as  aforesaid  to 
declare  to  the  selectmen  where  he  intends  to  reside  and  what  course  of  life  he 
intends  to  lead  and  his  master  engageth  to  have  speciall  inspection  unto  his 
said  servant  in  y^  said  interim  and  to  inform  y^  selectmen  in  case  he  cannot 
Keep  him  to  good  order  and  diligence"  {Hazen,  195).  It  is  evident  that  a 
young  man  in  colonial  times  had  no  rights  whatever  but  to  obey  superiors. 
Sergt.  Foster,  surveyor  in  the  south  east  part  of  the  town,  was  ordered  "to 
warne  to  cut  bushes  two  days  Edman  Chamberlaine"  Nov.  19,  1677.  (^Bille- 
rica Town  Records).  He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  Feb.  4,  1677.  On  Jan.  4, 
1685,  he  was  one  of  the  forty  persons  in  arrears  for  their  rates  due  Rev. 
Samuel  Whiting,  his  arrearage  being  ;^oo  :  04:  06.  Aug  14,  1688,  he  was 
taxed  on  one  person  and  one  cow  is.  iid.     {Hazen,  194)- 

He  m.  at  Billerica  or  Woburn  Aug.  26,  1691,  Mrs.  Mercy  Abbott,  widow, 
of  Woburn.  (^Woburn  Marriages,  2,1)-  She  d.  at  Billerica  Feb.  27,  1697/8. 
He  lived  in   Groton  from   1705   to   1707,  and  on  July  9,  1707,  was  about  to 

remove  from  that  town  on  account  of  the  Indians.     He  m.  (2)  Abigail . 

He,  or  another  man  of  the  same  name,  m.  at  Reading,  Jan.  17,  1717,  Sarah 
Furbush  of  Reading.  He  was  living  in  Billerica  Sept.  15,  17 18,  at  which 
time  he  was  a  witness  in  court. 

Clement  Chamberlain  of  Billerica,  for  ^7  deeded  Edmund  Chamberlin 
of  Groton  21  acres  in  Billerica  on  the  west  side  of  Concord  River,  Nov.  28, 
1709,  but  the  deed  was  not  acknowledged  till  April  1 1,  1716.  (^Middx  Deeds, 
22  :  439)  He  was  in  Capt.  Joseph  Blanchard's  Co.  Aug,  30  to  Oct.  29,  1725, 
when  he  resided  in   Reading.     {Mass.  Archives,  91  ;   169)     In   Capt.  William 
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Chandler's  Co.  posted  at  Rutland  in  1724.  (91  :  126*)  Abraham  Chamber- 
lain of  Brookline  for  ;^5  deeded  Edmund  Chamberlain  of  Groton  land  in 
Billerica  containing  17^^  acres  upon  the  Pine  Plain  between  the  Mill  Pond 
and  John  Trull's  meadow ;  also  4f  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  Great  Pond 
called  the  Mill  Pond,  Nov.  4,  1706.  This  deed  was  acknowledged  by  Abra- 
ham Chamberlain  June  28,  1728.  {Middx  Deeds,  28  :  154)  In  1664  the 
town  of  Billerica  granted  "seaventeen  acres  of  land  be  it  more  or  less  lying 
upon  a  pine  plaine  betwene  y*^  mill  pond  and  Jo"  Trulls  meadow  called  Jeiffs 
Cove"  unto  William  Chamberlain,  and  in  1685  there  was  granted  unto  him 
"four  acres  and  three  quarters  of  land  lying  on  the  west  side  of  our  great 
pond  called  y'^  mill  pond."  Thus  two  of  the  grants  to  William  Chamberlain 
were  sold  within  six  months  of  his  death  by  Abraham  Chamberlain  of  Brook- 
line  to  his  brother  Edmund  Chamberlain  of  Groton  and  Billerica.  Edmund 
Chamberlain  of  Billerica,  husbandman,  for  ^50,  deeded  Timothy  Fletcher  of 
Concord,  husbandman,  the  same  property  which  Clement  Chamberlain  deeded 
him,  "with  a  dwelling  house  and  barn  standing  thereon,"  Feb.  5,  1729/30 
[Ibid.  31  :  143),  and  Timothy  Fletcher  of  Billerica  deeded  this  back  again 
Jan.  6,  1 730/1  {Ibid.  32  :  438).  Edmund  Chamberlain  of  Billerica,  husband- 
man, for  ^60  deeded  Clement  Chamberlain  of  Billerica,  husbandman,  the 
identical  property  on  the  west  side  of  the  Concord  river  in  the  first  range  con- 
taining 21  acres  and  five  poles  July  19,  1740,  which  had  been  originally 
deeded  to  him  by  Clement  Chamberlain,  Sr.  Nov.  4,  1706.  Clement  Cham- 
berlain, the  grantee,  was  his  nephew  and  he  acknowledged  this  deed,  July  28, 
1740,  at  Billerica.  This  is  the  last  mention  of  him  on  record  and  he  proba- 
bly died  soon  after  this  date,  as  he  was  then  a  little  more  than  80  years  of 
age.  In  all  these  transfers  his  wife  is  not  mentioned  and  there  was  no  settle- 
ment of  his  estate.  As  he  sold  his  property  when  he  was  eighty  years  of  age 
to  his  nephew,  I  conjecture  that  his  children  were  not  then  surviving. 

Children  by  wife  Mercy  born  in  Billerica : 
i  Hannah*  Chamberlain,  b.  June  10,  1692. 

ii  Ebenezer*  Chamberlain,  twin,  b.  Feb.  17,  1697/S;  d.  there  March  5,  1698/9. 
iii  Marah*  Chamberlain,  twin,  b.  Feb.  17,  1697/8; 

Child  by  wife  Abigail : 

iv  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Groton,  Aug.  18,  1705. 

Perhaps  there  were  other  children  whom  I  have  not  identified  as  such. 

8.  REBECCA-  CHAMBERLAIN  {William^)  b.  at  Billerica  Feb.  25, 
1662/3  ;  death  not  recorded  at  Billerica.  She  m.  (i)  at  Watertown,  June  20, 
168S,  Thomas  Stearns  son  of  John  Stearns  of  Billerica.  He  was  b.  at 
Billerica  Dec.  6,  1665,  and  d.  there  Feb.  9,  1696/7.  She  m.  (2)  at  Billerica, 
July  14,  1699,  George  Farley  son  of  Caleb  and  Rebecca  (Hill)  Farley  of  Bille- 
rica. He  was  b.  there  July  30,  1677,  and  d.  there  before  Aug.  17,  1733,  when 
his  inventory  was  taken.    John  Stearns  and  Sergt.  John  Shed,  executors  of  the 
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will  of  Thomas  Stearns  late  of  Billerica,  deeded  Rebecca  Stearns  now  the  wife 
of  George  Farley  of  Billerica  in  consideration  of  a  covenant  with  them  to 
bring  up  and  educate  the  young  children  of  the  deceased,  the  mansion  or 
dwelling  house  of  Thomas  Stearns  with  4  acres  of  orcharding,  March  2,  1701. 
This  deed  was  acknowledged  by  his  brother  John  Stearns  and  the  other  exec- 
utor, Jan.  II,  1706/7.  {Middx  Deeds,  14:  199)  Rebecca  Farley,  supposed 
to  be  the  wife  of  George  Farley,  was  a  grantor.  May  31,  1727,  {Ibid.  44  :  372) 
but  she  did  not  sign  this  deed  with  the  other  heirs. 

Children  all  born  in  Billerica  by  first  husband : 
i  Rebecca^  Stearns,  b.  Apr.  23,  1689. 
ii  MaryS  Stearns,  b.  June  18,  1692  ;  m.  Benj.  Frost. 

iii  Sarah^  Stearns,  b.  Apr.  27, 1694  ;  m.  Jan.  —  1720/1,  Joshua  Child  of  Weston,  Mass. 
iv  Hannah^  Stearns,  b.  Aug.  — ,  1696. 

Children  born  in  Billerica  by  second  husband : 
V  Lydia^  Farley,  b.  about      1700. 
vi  Anna^  Farley,  b.  Apr.  29,  1702. 
vii  Enoch^  Farley,  b.  July  23,  1704;  d.  Aug.  17,  1723. 
viii  Esther^  Farley,  b.  May  31,  1707  ;  m.  Jonathan  Baldwin. 

To  these  children  Hazen  added  another  daughter  Rebecca  Farley  who 
m.  at  Billerica,  Jan.  8,  1733/4,  Daniel  Shed.  Some  doubt  exists  about  the 
parentage  of  this  Rebecca  Farley  and  I  do  not  wish  to  assign  her  to  this 
family  without  some  evidence  in  the  case. 

9.  ABRAHAM^  CHAMBERLAIN  {William^)  b.  at  Billerica,  Jan.  6, 
1664/5;  d.  after  June  28,  1728.  "Abraham  Chamberlin  of  Brookline  for 
;^5  deeded  Edmund  Chamberlin  of  Groton  land  in  Billerica  viz.  17^  acres 
upon  the  Pine  Plain  between  the  Mill  Pond  and  John  Trull's  meadow  and  4f 
acres  on  the  west  side  of  the  Great  Pond  called  the  Mill  Pond,  Nov.  4,  1706. 
He  acknowledged  this  deed  June  28,  1728"  {Middx  Deeds,  28  :  154)  The 
witnesses  were  Oliver  Whiting,  George  Farley  and  John  Chamberlain  and  a 
comparison  of  the  bounds  shows  that  these  were  two  of  the  identical  lots 
which  the  town  of  Billerica  had  granted  to  William  Chamberlain  in  1664  and 
in  1685  {Billerica  Land  Grants').  "Abraham  Chamberlain  of  Newtown, 
planter,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  for  ;^i5  deeded  Thomas  Hammond  of  New- 
town, husbandman,  all  that  our  piece  or  parcell  of  woodland  in  Cambridge  on 
the  south  side  of  Charles  River  [Newton]  Jan.  23,  1692/3.  Acknowledged  by 
him  Oct.  15,  17 18.  {Middx  Deeds,  21  :  148).  In  the  account  of  Constable 
Chamberlain,  reported  to  the  town  of  Billerica  in  a  "publick  towne"  meeting 
Oct.  9,  1673,  Abraham  Chamberlain  contributed  one  bushel  of  Indian  corn 
valued  at  03^  towards  y^  last  year  rates.  He  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  at  Bille- 
rica Sept.  8,  1 68 1.  "Abraham  Chamberlain  and  Ehzabeth  his  wife  were 
married  at  New  Town  March  9,  169 1/2",  by  James  Trowbridge,  Clerk  of  y^ 
Writts  for  New  Town.      He  m.   (2)  at   Watertown,   Feb.   24,   1697/8,  Mary 
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Randall  of  Watertown.  He  was  one  of  the  petitioners  to  have  Muddy  River 
(Brookline)  set  ofT  from  Boston,  Aug.  13,  1704.  He  removed  from  Newton 
to  Brookline  about  1695.  He  was  a  surveyor  of  "highwayes"  for  "ye  District 
of  Muddy  River"  for  1704/5.  {^Boston  Record  Commissioners  Report,  1700- 
1728,  2>Z)  He  d.  probably  before  May  17,  1734,  on  which  day  the  town  of 
Brookline  "voted  to  abate  the  rates  of  Abraham  Chamberlain  for  the  last  year 
and  two  years  past". 

Children,  the  first  born  in  N'ewtoti  and  the  second  in  Brooklitu : 

24  i  Abraham^  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  16,  1693. 

25  ii  Elizabeth^  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  11,  1697. 

It  seems  probable  that  there  were  other  children  especially  by  the  second  wife  but 
my  analysis  fails  to  identify  them  positively, 
iii  Eleazer'*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  at  Brookline,   Dec.  10,    1721  ;    perhaps   a  son  of 
this  union.     (See  p.  117) 

ID.  CLEMENT^  CHAMBERLAIN  {JVilliam^)  b.  at  Billerica,  May  30, 
1669  ;  d.  there  after  May  22,  1732  and  before  Dec.  23,  1741.  Clement 
Chamberlain  of  Billerica  for  ^200  deeded  his  son  William  Chamberlain  of 
Billerica  40  acres  on  the  west  side  of  Concord  river  in  Billerica  "it  being  one 
half  of  my  homestead  where  I  now  dwell,  April  25,  1732  {Middx  Deeds,  35  : 
610).  Clement  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  "for  love  that  I  have  for  my  son 
William  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  and  other  good  causes"  deeded  him  35  acres 
on  the  west  side  of  Concord  river  in  Billerica  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  said 
William  Chamberlain's  land  with  all  buildings  thereon  standing,  but  "the 
said  William  Chamberlain  is  not  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  above  said 
land  and  premises  till  after  my  decease  and  my  wife's".  This  deed  he  signed 
May  I,  1732,  and  acknowledged  both  May  22,  1732.  (^Ibid.  35  :  612)  He 
mortgaged  this  farm  March  2,  1714,  and  again  Feb.  13,  1720,  and  the  mort- 
gage was  released  by  the  hands  of  his  son  William  Chamberlain  April  12, 
1732.  i^lbid.  21  :  267)  His  other  transfers  of  small  lots  were  made  between 
1709  and  1725.  These  data  show  that  he  and  his  wife  were  living  on  May  i, 
1732,  at  which  time  he  was  about  63  years  of  age.     He  m.  about   1692    Mary 

who  was  the  mother  of  all  his  children.     She  m.  as  his  third  wife  Dr 

Roger  Toothaker  who  d.  Mch  9,  1745/6. 

Children  all  born  in  Billerica  of  wife  Mary : 

i  Mary^  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan  20,  1692/3;  probably  m.  at  Newton,  Feb.  11,  1716, 
Isaac  son  of  Isaac  and  Ann  (Kenrick)  Hammond  of  Newton.  He  was  b.  there  July 
31,  169S,  and  removed  to  Lebanon,  Conn,  where  they  lived  1721  to  1727  :  she 
left  distinguished  descendants. 

26  ii  Clemeni"  Chambkrlain,  Jr,  b.  in  1694. 

27  iii  Joseph-^  Chamberlain,  b.  in  Nov.  1696  ;  removed  to  Conn.    — 
iv  John^  Chamberlain,  b.  June  8,  1699;  d.  in  June  1716. 

V  Pege  (Pk.gge)-^  Chamberlain,  b.  March  12,  1701/2.  Her  correct  name  was  prob- 
ably Margaret. 
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28     vi  William^  Chamberlain,  b.  March  23,  1703/4. 

vii  Rebecca^  Chamberlain,  b.  April  14,  1705;  m.  at  Lebanon,  Conn.,  Dec.  12,  1727, 
Samuel  Gridley.  She  and  her  husband  were  living  Oct.  14,  1754,  when  her  brother 
Joseph  Chamberlain  as  her  attorney  signed  a  receipt  for  her  interest  in  her  father's 
estate,  which  her  brother  William  Chamberlain  had  not  settled  in  his  life  time. 
(Middx  Probate,  4207) 
viii  Anna^  Chamberlain,  b.  May  29,  1708. 
ix  Elizabeth^  Chamberlain,  m.  about  1724  Joseph  Kemp  of  Billerica  and  they 
were  living,  there  Mch  6,  1754. 

William  Chamberlain's  Estate  (1738). 

"Billerica,  March  y"  6,  1754. 
Then  Received  our  full  share  out  of  our  Honored  mother  Mary  Toothacre's 
movable  estate  and  the  Twenty  Pounds  which  our  Honored  father  Clement 
Chamberlin  ordered  our  brother  William  Chamberlin  deceased  to  pay  to  us 
and  do  hearby  discharge  our  sd  Brother  William  Chamberlin's  Heirs  in  full 
of  all  Dues  or  Demands  as  witness  our  hands 

Joseph  Kemp 

Elizabeth  Kemp,  her  mark" 


II.  DANIEL^  CHAMBERLAIN  {Wimam^)h.  at  Billerica,  Sept.  27, 
167 1  ;  living  there  as  late  as  Nov.  22,  1725,  The  town  of  Billerica  granted 
him  six  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Fox's  Hill  during  his  natural  life  on 
May  15,  1704.  He  also  had  four  acres  more  granted  on  the  same  day,  "but 
he  is  not  to  dispose  of  this  land."  Hence  upon  his  death  it  reverted  to  the 
town.  He  was  evidently  not  possessed  of  property,  for  Dec,  17,  1701,  the 
record  shows  "loss  in  y^  Town  rate  by  Daniell  Chamberlin  00  01  06."  The 
town  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  to  him  Sept.  1708,  ^01  08  :  06  ;  Nov.  25, 
lyoQ)  ;^oi  :  03-  00  5  171O)  /^oi  •  07:  00  j  Nov.  10,  1712,  ;^oi  :  10:  00; 
and  Dec.  19,  1716,  ;^oi  :  10:  00.  In  later  years  he  appears  to  have  been 
sexton  of  the  Meeting  House,  as  the  town  paid  him  for  sweeping  it  Nov.  9, 
1722,  ;^oi  05  GO ;  1723  ^01  :  05  :  00  and  Nov.  22,  1725,  ;^oo  :  12  :  06,  which 
is  the  latest  reference  that  I  found  to  his  name  in  the  town  records.  He  had 
no  deeds  recorded,  and  there  was  no  settlement  of  his  estate  in  Middlesex 
County.  In  the  account  of  debts  paid  by  Experience  Chamberlain  which 
were  due  from  her  late  husband  Jacob  Chamberlain  of    Newton,    "Daniell 

Chamberlain"  received  ^00  :  08  :  00.      He  m.  about   1694,   Mary who 

was  living  in  17  13. 

Children  born  in  Billerica  excepting  Mary  who  ivas  born  in  Wilmington  : 

29  i  IsAAC^  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug.  3,  1695;  Hazen  incorrectly  gave  Daniel  for  Isaac. 

30  ii  EbenezerS  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  5,  1698  ;  if  the  town  clerk  of  Billerica  recorded 

his  name  correctly  1  have  failed  to  trace  him.     In  his  stead  I  find  Eleazer  Cham- 
berlain who  may,  or  may  not,  be  identical.     (See  p.  116). 

31  iii  Ephraim^  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  16,  1700/1. 
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32     iv  Thomas^  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug. — .1703. 

V  Mary^  Chamberlain,  b.  Felj.  25,  1706;  m.  at  Billerica,  Dec.  i,  1732,  Jonathan 
Cram,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Cram  of  Wilmington,  Mass.  Their  daughter  Eliza- 
beth Cram  was  b.  at  Wilmington  Nov.  4,  1741.  About  1742  they  removed  to  Lyne- 
borough,  N.  H.  Her  tombstone  indicates  that  she  was  born  in  1706.  Hazen  stated 
that  Jonathan  Cram  m.  Mary  the  daughter  of  Clement  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  but 
the  latter  was  born  thirteen  years  earlier  than  this  Mary  Chamberlain  was. 
vi  Dorothy^  Chamberlain,  b.  Dec.  25,  1713;  perhaps  she  was  the  Dorothy  Cham- 
berlain whose  marriage  intention  to  Samuel  Newhall  was  recorded  April  i,  1736. 
{Essex  Inst.  Coll.  18  :  240) 


THIRD  GENERATION 

13.  JOHN*  CHAMBERLAIN  {John\  William^)  b.  at  Billerica,  Jan. 
22,  1684/5  ;  d.  there  March  3,  1722/3.  He  m.  at  Concord,  "march  y^  13: 
1709/10",  Margaret  "■Gould''''  of  Billerica,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mehitable 
(Barrett)  ^^Goole'"  of  Dunstable,  Mass.  She  was  b.  May  26,  1687,  and  was 
living  at  Billerica  as  late  as  March  8,  1725/6.  The  G^^*?//^  Genealogy  (1895) 
p.  315  is  in  error  in  stating  that  she  m.  as  above  stated  "Joseph"  Chamber- 
lain. The  original  records  of  both  Concord  and  Billerica  show  that  she  mar- 
ried John  Chamberlain.  On  April  2,  1723,  Margaret  Chamberlain,  widow, 
with  Nathaniel  Hudson  as  surety,  gave  bond  to  administer  upon  the  estate  of 
her  late  husband  John  Chamberlain  late  of  Billerica,  deceased.  The  inven- 
tory was  taken.  April  22,  1723,  and  among  the  items  are  mentioned:  "About 
22  acres  of  upland  with  a  small  dwelling  house  upon  it  ^{^46:  00:  00"; 
"One  old  Bible  and  three  other  Books  00  :  06  :  00",  etc.  (^Middlesex  Pro- 
bate,  4165). 

Children  all  born  in  Billerica : 

i  Josiah*  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug.  27,  and  d.  Sept.  6,  1710. 
ii  John*  Chamberlain,  b.  and  d.  May  26,  171 1. 

iii  Anna*  Chamberlain,  b.  April  3,  1712;  m.  at  Billerica,  March  27,  1735,  John 
Willoughby,  who  was  b.  Dec.  25,  1707;  lived  in  Billerica  southeast  of  Nutting's 
Pond  till  1743  when  they  moved  to  HoUis,  N.  II.  where  he  d.  Feb.  2,  1793.  Their 
descendants  are  numerous. 

33  iv  John*  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  March  28,  17 14. 

V  Deborah*  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug.  9,  17 16. 

34  vi  Samuel*  Chamberlain,  b.  April  22,  17 19;  removed  to  Union,  Conn,  and  later 

to  Petersham,  Mass. 
vii  Mehitable*  Chamberlain,  b.  Nov.  12,  1721  ;  m.  as  second  wife.  May  i,  1740, 
William,    son  of  Jonathan   and   Rachel    (Stone)    Butterfield;    lived  in   Arlington, 
Mass.     Her  husband's  step -mother  was  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  and 
Sarah    (Proctor)    Chamberlain    of    Chelmsford.     {One   Branch    of  Descendants   of 

Thomas   Chaynberlain,  p.  9.)     She   m.   (2)   June   6,   1770,    Samuel    Locke.     {Locke 

Genealogy). 

13.     LYDIA**  CHAMBERLAIN  {JoJm^    William')  b.  at  Billerica,  Oct. 
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6,  i68g  ;  m,  at  Concord,  Mass.,  "Oct  y^  22  :  171 1",  Benjamin  Parker  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Mary  (Trull)  Parker  of  Billerica.  He  was  b.  at  Billerica,  Oct. 
26,  1689.     They  removed  from  Billerica  about  1735. 

Children  all  born  in  Billerica  : 

i  Lydia*  Parker,  b.  March  12,  1712. 
ii  Benjamin*  Parker,  b.  Sept.  17,  1720. 
iii  Sarah*  Parker,  b.  May  12,  1724. 
iv  Mary*  Parker,  b.  Oct.  12,  1726;  m.  Simeon  Jefts. 

V  Robert*  Parker,  b.  July  13,  1730. 


14.  ABRAHAM^  CHAMBERLAIN  (/o/in%  William>)  b.  at  Billerica, 
April  17,  1693  ;  d.  there  before  Dec.  25,  1739.  He  m.  at  Woburn,  July  23, 
1718,  Mary  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (French)  Shed  of  Billerica.  She 
was  b.  there  June  22,  1697,  and  m.  second  as  his  second  wife  June  — ,  1742, 
John  Wilson  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Foster)  Wilson  of  Billerica.  John 
Wilson  was  b.  there  Dec.  26,  1695  and  m.  (i)  Jemima  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Chamberlain)  Shed  of  Billerica.  She  d.  Sept.  14,  1740,  and  John 
Wilson  m.  as  above  the  widow  of  Abraham  Chamberlain,  who  was  a  cousin  to 
his  first  wife  and  not  her  sister  as  Hazen  stated  on  p.  130.  Abraham  Cham- 
berlain's wife  was  not  his  cousin.  Abraham  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  for  ^125 
deeded  his  honored  father-in-law  Nathan  Shed  of  Billerica  land  in  Billerica 
bounded  east  by  the  highway,  west  by  the  land  of  Dea.  Samuel  Hill,  north  by 
land  of  Samuel  Hill,  Jr.,  and  partly  by  the  Burying  place  and  south  by  the  land 
of  John  Needham,  Henry  Jefts  and  highway.  He  and  his  wife  Mary  signed  this 
deed,  April  11,  1732.  {Middx  Deeds,  37  :  645)  Therefore,  he  m.  Mary  daughter 
of  Nathan  and  not  Mary  daughter  of  John  Shed  as  Hazen  stated.  In  the  set- 
tlement of  Abraham  Chamberlain's  estate  {Middx  Probate,  4132)  by  his  widow 
Mary  two  inventories  were  taken,  the  first  Dec.  25,  1739,  and  the  second  Dec. 
23,  1741.  By  the  inventory  his  homestead  consisted  of  100  acres  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Concord  river  in  Billerica  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  land  of 
Benjamin  Shed,  east  on  the  Concord  river,  north  on  the  land  of  Jonathan  Hill 
and  Samuel  Hill  and  partly  by  the  land  of  Clement  Chamberlain's  Heirs,  {sic) 
north  by  the  land  of  Henry  Jefts  and  Jefts  Pond  so  called,  west  and  south  by 
the  land  of  Edward  Farmer,  with  the  buildings  thereon  standing  valued  at 
^260.  The  heirs  agreed  upon  the  division  of  the  estate  June  15,  1742 — The 
estate  was  divided  Aug.  17,  1747,  between  the  widow,  now  the  wife  of  John 
Wilson,  and  six  children,  Abraham  the  eldest  son  having  a  double  portion  and 
Benjamin,  John,  Tabitha,  Mary  and  Nathan,  the  youngest  son,  having  equal 
shares.  On  Nov.  16,  1747, .John  Chamberlain  was  ordered  to  pay  to  the 
assignee  of  his  brother  Abraham  deceased  and  to  the  assignee  of  the  widow 
deceased  the  portions  which  had  been  set  off  for  them.  Thus  the  homestead 
passed  into  the  possession  of  John  Chamberlain. 
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Children  all  born  in  Billerica  : 

i  Marv*  Chamberlain,  b.  Uu-c.  28,  171S;  d.  young. 

ii  Abraham*  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug.  25,  1720;  d.  between  Dec  27,  1742  and  Nov. 

16,  1747. 
iii  Benjamin*  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  18,  1722;  d.  between  Dec  27,   1742  and  Jan. 

20,  1745A 
35      iv  John*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  19,  1724/5. 

V  Nathan*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  18,  1726/7;  d.  between  Dec  27,  1742  and  Jan. 

25.  1747- 
vi  Zaccheus*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  19,  1729;  d.  before  Dec.  27,  1742. 
vii  Tabitha*  Chamberlain,  twin,  b.  Sept.  19,  1729. 
viii  Mary*  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  16,  1734. 

15  JACOB''  CHAMBERLAIN  (/acol^%  William^)  b.  at  Medford,  Feb. 
19,  1691/2;  d.  at  Newton,  Mass.  July  28,  1771.  He  was  the  purchaser  of 
the  Chamberlain  homestead  of  120  acres  at  Oak  Hill,  Newton,  of  his  mother 
and  his  brothers  May  16,  17 15,  at  which  time  he  gave  bond  for  ;!^3oo  for  the 


c/ 


settlement  of  the  estate.  On  Jan.  25,  1720,  he  deeded  Ebenezer  Woodward 
five  acres  of  land  in  Newton  "at  a  place  commonly  called  the  River  Mead- 
ows," bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Charles  River.  In  this  deed  his  wife 
Susannah  joined  with  him  {Middx  Deeds  21  :  239).  May  11,  1720,  he  with 
others  entered  their  dissent  "aginstthis  voate  of  having  but  one  schoole  house 
in  this  towne"  of  Newton.  (Smith's  Hist.  Newton,  243).  On  June  15,  1725, 
he  was  one  of  the  witnesses  at  Newtown  to  the  deed  from  David  Stowell  of 
Newtown  to  William  Chamberlain  "of  Dover  within  the  province  of  Main  or 
Newhampshire."  (^Middx  Deeds,  25  :  5x0).  He  was  chosen  surveyor  of 
highways  Mch  4,  1722/3;  tythingman,  March  i,  1724/5;  constable  March  i, 
1731  ;  constable  March  i,  1735/6  and  March  7,  1736/7  ;  surveyor  March  6, 
1737/8;  tythingman  March  i,  1740/1  :  school  constable  March  5,  1743/4 
and  March  4,  1744/5;  selectman  March  3,  1745/6;  fenceviewer  March  2, 
1746/7  and  March  7,  1747/8.  (^Towti  Records  of  Newton)  He  m.  about 
17 18,  Susannah  daughter  of  Dea.  Simon  and  Sarah  (Farnsworth)  Stone  of 
Groton,  Mass.  She  was  b.  there  Oct.  23,  1694,  and  d.  at  Newton,  July  26, 
1774.  He  deeded  his  son  Simon  Chamberlain  of  Newton  for  ;^i6o  one  half 
of  the  homestead  of  120  acres  situated  "at  a  place  called  Oak  Hill"  includ- 
ing "one  half  of  the  buildings  and  land  where  I  now  live"  bounded  by  the 
road  leading  from  Watertown  to  Dedham  June  22,  1762.  (^Middx  Deeds,  68  : 
54).     A  few  years  later  he  made  his  will  as  follows : 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  Tenth  Day  of  March  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  I  Jacob  Chamberlain  of  Newton  in 
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the  County  of  Middlesex  and  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England  Being  far  Advanced  in  Years  and  Knowing  the  Uncertainty  of  this 
Life  here  on  Earth  am  Desirous  While  My  Memory  is  Sound  and  Perfect  to 
Settle  My  affairs  and  Therefore  Have  and  by  these  Presents  Do,  Renouncing 
all  Other  and  former  Will  or  Wills  by  me  Made  Do  Make  and  Declare  this  My 
Last  Will  and  testament  in  Manner  and  form  following :  (that  is  to  Say)  first 
and  Principally  I  Recommend  My  Soul  to  Almighty  God  who  Gave  it  and 
My  Body  to  the  Earth  to  be  Buried  in  Such  Decent  and  Christian  Manner  as 
my  Youngest  Son  Simon  Chamberlain  Whom  I  Nanie  Constitute  and  Ordain 
Sole  Executor  of  this  my  Last  will  and  testament  Shall  Judge  Meet  and  Conve- 
nant,  and  touching  Such  Worldly  Goods  as  the  Lord  in  his  Great  Mercy  hath 
Lent  me  My  Will  and  Meaning  is  that  the  Same  be  Imployed  and  Disposed 
of  in  Manner  and  form  following : 

Imprimus  :  I  will  that  all  my  Just  Debts  and  funeral  Charges  be  paid 
by  my  Executor  out  of  my  Estate  Within  Twelve  Months  after  my  Decease, 
and  all  Debts  that  May  be  Due  or  Owing  to  me  from  any  Person  or  Persons 
Whomsoever  be  Demanded  by  my  Executor. 

I  give  to  my  Well  Beloved  Wife  Susannah  Chamberlain  all  the  Income 
of  all  my  Estate  Both  Real  and  Personal  together  with  the  one  half  of  My 
Buildings  During  her  Natural  Life  that  I  have  not  Conveyed  to  My  Youngest 
Son  Simon  Chamberlain  her  fire  wood  Like  Wise  to  be  Cut  and  Brought 
home  to  the  Door  fit  to  Lay  on  to  the  fire  by  My  Youngest  Son  Simon  Cham- 
berlain without  his  having  any  Consideration  therefor  and  after  her  Decease 
the  Same  to  be  Disposed  of  in  Manner  and  form  following: 

My  Will  and  Meaning  is  that  my  Eldest  Son  Jacob  Chamberlain  have 
out  of  my  Estate  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Six  Pounds  Thirteen  Shillings 
and  four  Pence,  Besides  what  he  May  have  Received  of  me  in  times  past. 
The  Remaining  Part  of  my  Estate  both  Real  and  Personal  to  be  to  my  two 
Daughters  Sarah  and  Margaret  Chamberlain  to  be  Divided  Equally  Between 
them  together  with  my  In  Door  Movables. 

My  Will  and  Meaning  further  is  that  after  my  Wifes  Decease  my  two 
Daughters  Sarah  and  Margaret  Chamberlain  have  the  Improvement  of  the 
Chamber  in  that  part  of  the  House  I  now  Dwell  in  as  Long  as  they  Shall 
Remain  unmarried  or  the  house  Shall  Remain  un-Sold. 

My  Will  further  is  that  my  Grand  Son  Josiah  Chamberlain  have  a  Lot 
of  my  Land  in  the  Last  Division  in  the  town  Ship  of  New  Marlbrough. 

I  Likewise  Give  to  his  Brother  John  Chamberlain  and  to  his  Sisters 
Mary  Simpson  and  Susannah  Chamberlain  the  Sum  of  Six  Shillings  Each  to 
be  paid  to  them  Within  twelve  Months  after  my  Wifes  Decease. 

My  Will  further  is  that  my  Grand  Children  Isaac  and  Mary  Chamberlain 
have  Paid  unto  them  the  Sum  of  Six  Shillings  Each,  Within  twelve  Months 
after  my  Wifes  Decease. 
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My  Will  further  is  that  my  five  Cows  and  One  Horse  be  Improved  by 
my  Wife  Susannah  Chamberlain  Durin:^  her  Natural  Life  and  at  her  Decease 
to  Dispose  of  the  Same  as  She  Shall  think  Best. 

My  Will  further  is  that  all  my  Out  Door  Movables  be  to  my  Youngest 
Son  Simon  Chamberlain  Without  his  Rendering  any  Accompt  therefor.  I 
Like  Wise  Give  to  my  two  Sons  my  Wearing  apparrel  and  Arms. 

Signed  Sealed  Pronounced  and  Declared  By  the  testator  to  be  his  Last 
Will  and  Testament  In  Presence  of  us 
John  Wilson 

Samuel  Richardson  Jacob  Chamberlain  [seal] 

Anna  Wilson 
Simon  Chamberlain  presented  this  will  for  probate  Sept.  lo,  177 1.     {^Middle- 
sex Probate^  2776) 

Inventory  taken  July  i,  1772,  by  Jonas  Stone,  John  Palmer  and  Jeremiah  Wiswell  as 
follows  : 

"Part  of  a  Dwelling  House  and  part  of  Barn  and  Well 

Sixty  Acres  of  Land  part  Orchard  part  plow  land  part  Medow  and  part  \ 
Woodland  ( 

Nine  pair  of  Sheets  21/  Seven  Napkins  6/ 

Four  pillow  cases  3/8  One  table  Cloth  8^ 

Best  Bed  and  furniture  in  the  Chamber 

Sarah's  Bed  (so  called)  and  furniture 

Bed  in  the  Chamber  i/io  Chest  of  Drawers  7/  old  chest  2/8 

Oval  Table  6/  Square  Table  1/  Eight  Chairs  16/  Andirons  and  tongs  6/ 

Two  Looking  glasses  7/  little  Wheel  4/  Small  Box  1/ 

Bed  in  the  lower  Room  and  furniture  ^"3  Chest  of  Drawers  8/ 

Small  Chest  of  Drawers  4/  Six  Chairs  4/  Settle  4/  Warming  pan  4/ 

Mettle  pot  and  Dish  Kittle  frying  pan  10  Andirons  and  tongs 

Two  Trammels  and  Lamp  and  fire  Shovels  9/8  Iron  Scellet  2/ 

Toasting  Iron  1/6  Bellows  4/  Spit  3/  Seven  Pewter  Dishes  £\:\:i, 

Eleven  pewter  plates  7/4  two  basons  4/  Two  small  Ditto  1/4 

Two  pewter  porrangers  1/  Tankard  1/  Pewter  Quart  2/ 

Old  Tubs  and  Earthern  Ware  7/  Two  Brass  Kettles  £\  —  i^ 

Bible  12/  Large  Books  6/  Sundrie  Small  Books  7/ 

Two  Silver  Spoons  10/  Box  iron  and  heater  5/ 

Quick  Stock 

^■299  02  02 
Exhibited  by  Simon  Chamberlain,  the  executor,  to  Samuel  Danforth  Judge  of  Probate, 
July  7,  1772. 

Children  all  born  in  Neiuto)i  : 

36  i  Jacob*  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  28,  1719. 

37  ii  JosiAH*  Chamberlain,  b.  Nov.  13,  1721. 

iii  Susannah-*  Chambkrlain,  b  Sept.  27,  1724;  d.  Feb.  23,  1748/9,  "in  y^  25th  Year 
of  her  Age";  buried  by  the  side  of  her  grandmother  Experience  Chamberlain-Dyke 
in  the  old  Central  Cemetery  at  Newton  Center. 


£ 

s 

d 

20 

00 

00 

240 

00 

00 

01 

07 

00 

00 

04 

04 

03 

15 

00 

02 

10 

00 

01 

19 

08 

01 

09 

00 

00 

12 

00 

03 

08 

00 

00 

16 

00 

01 

DO 

00 

00 

II 

08 

01 

09 

10 

00 

12 

oS 

00 

04 

00 

01 

19 

00 

01 

05 

00 

00 

15 

00 

'5 

04 

00 

WILLIAM  CHAMBERLAIN  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS   123 

38  iv  Isaac*  Chamberlain,  b.  April  6,  1728. 

V  William*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  22,  1730;  m.  at  Newton,  June  20,  1754,  Anna 

Hyde;  d.  there  of  the  small  pox  Dec.  9,  1760.     He  was  corporal  in  Capt  Jonathan 

Brown's  Co.,  Col.  William  Williams's  Regt.  Apr.  14  to  May  24,  1758  (Mass.  Arch. 

96:  409) 

vi  Sarah*  Chamberlain,  b  Sept.  19,  1733;  m.  at  Newton,  March  28,  1786,  Richard 

Sanders, 
vii  Margaret*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  20,  1736;  m.  at  Newton,  June  6,  1771,  James 
Ryan  of  Roxbury. 

39  viii  Simon*  Chamberlain,  Sept.  5,  1739. 


16.  JOHN^  CHAMBERLAIN  {Jacob^,  William})  [b.  about  1694]  bapt. 
at  Cambridge,  July  18,  1697  ;  d  at  Weston,  Mass.,  May  19,  1781,  aged  87 
years.  He  was  a  "cordwainer",  and  settled  in  Charlestown  before  17 19.  On 
Dec.  10,  1734,  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  "Goal"  in  Charlestown,  and 
Dec.  9,  1735,  the  treasurer  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  paid  him  for 
keeping  the  Goal.  Jn°  Chamberlain  was  paid  for  keeping  French  prisoners 
in  Middlesex  Goal  ^13  :  11  :  06  between  May  30,  1744  and  May  29,  1745. 
He  was  also  paid  for  keeping  French  prisoners  in  the  Goal  at  Charlestown 
;^ii5  :  04:  II  between  May  28,  1746  and  May  27,  1747.  He  also  received 
^38:  08:  03  in  June  1748.  {Province  Treasurer' s  Account — Mass.  Archives 
124:  14,  193,  317)  Clement  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  of  Billerica  deeded  him  a 
pasture  in  Billerica  June  2,  1741  {Middx  Deeds  ^1  :  520).  In  1736  he  joined 
with  the  other  heirs  of  Nathaniel  Wilson  in  deeding  a  house  on  Fish  Street  in 
Charlestown.  In  1 741/2  he  bought  a  lot  on  Main  Street,  Charlestown,  of  the 
executors  of  Thomas  Call,  and  at  the  same  time  purchased  land  adjoining  to 
Jonathan  Call  and  others.  Here  was  his  home  until  Charlestown  and  his 
home  were  burned  June  17,  1775.  About  1802  or  1803  one  of  his  grandsons 
wrote  in  his  family  record  as  follows :  "At  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  and  the  burning  of  Charlestown  I  together  with  my  mother,  sister  and 
younger  brother  Joseph  forsook  the  town  never  more  to  return  ;  crossed  over 
to  Maiden  in  scow-loads  and  was  left  destitute  on  the  shore  with  neighbors, 
women  and  children.  ...  A  good  old  lady,  the  widow  of  a  former  minister 
of  the  town  took  us  in  and  was  very  kind  to  us.  ...  In  a  few  days  a  man,  a 
relative  of  mine  from  Hopkinton  came  by  my  father's  request  and  carried  the 
family  to  Holliston.  I  was  put  to  a  relation  in  that  town  and  my  brother 
Joseph  to  another  relative  at  Westborough — ten  or  twelve  miles  from  me." 
He  did  not  name  his  relatives  in  Holliston  and  in  Westborough,  but  to  one 
who  has  studied  all  the  migrations  of  the  Chamberlain  families  the  statements 
are  of  great  historical  value  as  they  identify  John  Chamberlain  of  Charles- 
town as  the  son  of  Jacob  Chamberlain  of  Newton. 

He  m.  about  1718,  Thankful  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Thankful  (Beau- 
mont)   Wilson    of    Charlestown.     She    was    b.    Dec.    20,     1693,    and    was 
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admitted  to  the  First  Cliurch  of  Charlestown,  April  28,  17 17.  Siie  d.  Aug. 
26,  1764,  being  in  the  71st  year  of  her  age.  He  m.  (2)  at  Charlestown,  Doc. 
4,  1764,  Milicent  Rand,  who  was  living  at  Charlestown,  Oct.  i,  1783.  The 
inventory  of  his  estate  shows  that  he  was  poor — made  so  by  the  Revolution. 
His  son  Willson  Chamberlain  came  over  from  Holliston  to  Cambridge  to 
administer  upon  his  estate,  and  the  inventory  mentions  for  real  estate  one 
house  lot  in  Charlestown.  His  kindred  were  scattered — Charlestown  was  in 
ruins — and  at  the  age  of  87  years  he  went  over  to  Weston,  where  death 
relieved  him  of  his  poverty  and  misery. 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  John  Chamberlain  of  Charlestown  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex  &  Province  of  the  Massachusets  Bay  in  New  Eng- 
land Cordwainer  being  now  advanced  m  Years,  yet  thro'^  the  Goodness  of 
God  in  Health  of  Body  &  in  the  free  exercise  of  my  Understanding  and  con- 
sidering the  uncertainty  of  this  Life  after  having  committed  my  Spirit  into  the 
Hands  of  my  dear  Redeemer  hopeing  to  obtain  Mercy  only  thro'^  Him  &  my 
Body  to  the  Dust  to  be  buried  in  a  decent  and  frugal  Manner  at  the  Discre- 
tion of  my  Executors  hereafter  named  in  Hopes  of  a  Resurrection  to  immor- 
tal Life  &  Glory  Do  (in  order  that  my  Estate  may  be  disposed  of  agreeable 
to  my  Mind)  make  &  ordain  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament 

Imp""^  My  Will  is  that  my  just  Debts  &  funeral  Charges  be  paid  by  my 
Executors  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done  after  my  Death  out  of  such  a 
part  of  my  Estate  as  I  have  not  in  this  Will  particularly  disposed  of. 

Item  I  Give  unto  my  beloved  Wife  Melecent  Chamberlain  for  ever  all 
the  House  hold  Stuff  &  every  thing  she  brought  with  her  at  our  Marriage  & 
what  ever  may  be  due  or  belonging  to  her  on  the  account  of  her  late  Husband 
Jonathan  Rand's  Estate,  &  if  the  above  should  not  be  sufficient  to  make  a 
full  Third  of  my  personal  Estate  Then  my  Will  is  that  the  Deficiency  be  made 
up  out  of  what  was  mine  before  our  Marriage.  Also  I  Give  my  said  Wife 
over  &  above  what  I  have  already  will'd  her  my  best  Silver  Spoon,  three  of 
my  best  pewter  plates  &  one  pewter  Dish.  Further  I  give  my  said  Wife  dur- 
ing her  Life  the  use  and  Improvement  of  the  South  Easterly  lower  Room  in 
my  mansion  House  &  the  Shop  &  the  Liberty  of  using  the  Well  &  the  neces- 
sary House  as  Occasion  may  require  &  the  privilege  of  putting  half  a  Cord  of 
Wood  at  a  Time  in  my  Wood  House. 

Item.  I  Give  to  my  Son  Willson  Chamberlain  his  Heirs  &  Assigns  for- 
ever, the  two  North  Westerly  lower  Rooms  in  my  House  above-mentioned 
with  the  Cellar  under  the  back  Room  &  the  privilege  of  going  thro  the  back 
Entry  &  the  little  back  Shed,  Also  the  North  Westerly  part  of  my  Garden 
running  back  thirty  seven  Feet  from  the  House  just  so  as  to  take  in  a  Dam- 
asen  Tree,  and  said  Land  is  twenty  two  Feet  wide  next  the  House  &  Twenty 
one  Feet  wide  at  the  Bottom.  Also  I  give  my  said  Son  his  Heirs  &  Assigns 
the  privilege  of  carrying  any  thing  through  the  Yard  &  using  the  Well  &  put- 
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tinge  half  a  Cord  of  Wood  at  a  Time  into  my  above  mentioned  Wood  House, 
Also  I  give  my  said  Son  all  my  wearing  Apparel. 

Item  I  Give  the  Children  of  my  Son  John  Chamberlain  deceased,  to  be 
equally  divided  as  much  of  the  Remainder  of  my  Real  Estate  as  five  Men, 
four  chosen  by  them  &  the  fifth  by  the  four  shall  judge  to  be  equal  in  value 
to  what  Real  Estate  I  have  given  my  Son  Willson — The  Garret  over  the 
Room  givea  to  my  said  Son  Willson  is  to  belong  to  the  other  End  of  my 
House. 

Item  My  Will  is  that  all  the  Remainder  of  my  Real  &  personal  Estate 
not  before  given  away  be  equally  divided  between  my  Children  or  their  Heirs 
in  the  following  manner  viz'  my  Son  John's  Children  one  quarter,  Son  Willson 
one  quarter,  the  Children  of  my  Daughter  Thankful  Larkin  deceased  one  quar- 
ter, my  Daughter  Anne  Phillips  one  quarter,  my  grand  Children  to  be  equal 
m  the  part  of  their  Father  or  Mother. 

Item  My  Will  is  that  the  part  of  my  Real  Estate  I  have  given  my  Wife 
during  Life  be  after  her  Death  divided  in  the  same  manner  as  above  men- 
tion'd  That  is  to  say  one  quarter  to  my  son  John's  Children  one  quarter  to 
my  Son  Willson  one  quarter  to  my  Daughter  Thankful's  Children  one  quarter 
to  my  Daughter  Anne  Phillips. 

Item  My  Will  is  That  if  the  Real  Estate  I  have  given  to  my  Children 
and  Grand  Children  can'  be  divided  That  in  that  Case  the  same  be  Sold  & 
the  Neat  proceeds  divided  among  them  in  the  abovesaid  proportion.  The 
Reason  why  I  have  not  made  my  Daughter  Thankful's  Children  &  my  Daugh- 
ter Anne  equal  with  my  other  Children  is  because  of  what  I  did  for  them  at 
their  Marriage. 

Item  My  Will  is  That  if  any  of  my  Son  John's  Children  or  the  Children 
of  my  Daughter  Thankful  should  be  under  Age  at  my  Death  or  the  Death  of 
my  Wife  That  my  son  in  law  Nathaniel  Phillips  Husband  of  my  above  named 
Daughter  Anne  take  the  whole  Care  of  their  part  of  my  Estate  &  Improve  it 
for  their  Use  till  they  come  of  Age. 

Lastly  I  Constitute  &  appoint  my  Son  Willson  Chamberlain  &  Son  in  Law 
Nathaniel  Phillips  above  named  to  be  the  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  & 
Testament,  hereby  Revoking  all  former  &  Confirmmg  this  only  to  be  my  Last 
Will  &  Testament.  In  Witness  whereof  I  the  said  John  Chamberlain  have 
hereunto  set  my  Hand  &  Seal  this  eighteenth  Day  of  May  in  the  Twelfth 
Year  of  His  Majesty's  Reign  &  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  Christ  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  &  Seventy  two 

Signed     Sealed    &    Deliv-  /  y^V  y^ 

ered  by  the  Testator  John  (fjl /^Vi ly^/f     >^  I  f  • 

Chamberlain     to     be     his  {jJ/L/lf<^L^   i    /^^^^l^  <f  ^Wl 

Last  Will  and  Testament  /'^/^  V_^ 

in  Presence  of  us  who  in  ^ — 
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his  Sight  &  at  his  Desire 
Signed  our  Names  as  Wit- 
nesses 

Nehemiah  Rand  Lodged  Sept  3,  1783 

Tho^  Rand  Proved  Oct.  i,  1783." 

Seth  Sweetser  (Middx  Wills  41 71) 

Oct  1,  1783  By  virtue  of  the  within  citation  I  have  notified  the   Heirs  of  Mr. 

John  Chamberlain  Deceased  to  appear  at  Cambridge  the  ist  of  October 

Viz  the  widow  of  the  Deceased  at  Charlestown 

Nath"  Phillips  &:  wife  at  Marlborough 

John  &  Nath"  Chamberlain  &  Thankful  Smith  at  Salem 

Mary  Steel  &  Mary  Groves  at  Boston 

The  widow  Chamberlain  at  Boston 

Joanna  Larkin  at  Westborough 

Thomas  Rand  Witness  of  the  will  of  the  Deceased  at  Charlestown 

Cambridge  October  ist  1783. 

[Signed]    Willson  Chamberlain 

Children  all  born  in  Charlestozvn : 

i  Thankful*  Chamberlain,  b.  July  20  bapt  July  26,  17 19;  d.  there  Oct.  13,  1724. 

40  ii  John''  Chamberlain,  b.  May  8  bapt  May  14,  1721. 

41  iii  Willson*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  24,  1724. 

iv  Thankful*  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  12  bapt.  Oct.  15,  1727;  m.  at  Charlestown, 

Jan.  12,  174S,  Joseph  Larkin;  she  d.  before  1783. 
V  Ann*  Chamberlain,  b.  Nov.  8,  bapt.  Nov.  22,  1730;  d.  young. 
vi  Ann*  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  21,  bapt.  Jan.  23,   1731/2;   admitted  to  the   First 
Church  in  Charlestown,  Dec.  7,  1755  ;  m.  at  Charlestown,  June  21,  1757,  Nathaniel 
son  of  John  and  Alice  (Brigden)  Phillips.     He  removed  to  Marlborough  ;  she  d.  at 
Barre,  Mass.,  Aug.  18 15,  aged  82  years, 
vii  Margaret*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  4,  bapt.  Sept.  8,  1734. 

17  WILLIAM^  CHAMBERLAIN  (Jacob-,  William^)  was  born  in  the 
part  of  old  Cambridge  which  is  now  Arlington,  about  1697,  and  was  bapt.  at 
the  First  Church  of  Cambridge,  July  9,  1699  ;  d.  at  Rochester,  N.  H.  between 
April  23  and  May  30,  1753;  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Boston;  was 
admitted  to  the  First  Church  of  Boston,  April  29,  17 16.  He  removed  to 
Dover,  N.  H.,  as  early  as  17  18  or  17 19.  Here  let  the  Dover  Land  Grants  tell 
the  story  : 

"Wharas  Capt.  Samuell  Tebbets  of  Dover  had  three  Score  Acres  of  Land 
Laid  outt  to  him  on  the  north  side  of  y'^  path  y'  Leades  to  barbadus  in  the 
year  17 13  and  the  S'^  Sam"  :  Tebbets  hath  and  doth  quit  his  Clame  to  40  Acres 
of  that  Laiing  out  and  Clames  but  t\venty  acres  thereof  which  his  Sone  In  Law 
William  Chamberline  is  Setteled  upon  and  wee  y^  Subscribers  by  and  Att  the 
Request  of  y*^  above  S'*  Tebbets  and  Chamberline  to  measuer  and  Lay  Out 
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the  Said  20  acres  of  Land  wee  begun  as  folloeth  att  a  beach  tree  markt  S.  T. 
And  from  Thence  west  nor  west  north  wardly  60  Rods  to  another  beach 
markt  S  T  Standing  on  the  north  Side  of  y^  path  that  Leads  to  barbadus 
Leaning  about  8  or  10  rods  Betwen  y'  bound  mark  and  John  Cukes(?)  fence 
for  a  highway  from  Thence  north  an[d]  by  East  55  Rods  to  an  Aspe  tree 
Standing  in  a  Swamp  markt  S  T  and  from  thence  East  South  East  60  Rods 
to  a  hemlock  tree  marked  S  T  and  So  on  a  Straight  Line  To  the  tree  whare 
we  first  begun  all  which  20  Acres  of  Land  is  Laid  out  and  bounded  the  7 
day  of  Februarey  1 720/1  by  us 

Thomas  Tebbets 
Joseph  Roberts 
{Dover  Book  of  Land  Grants  131)  Israel  Hogdon 
Nov.  16,  1724,  William  Chamberlin  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  "Joyner,"  deeded 
Joseph  Twombly  of  Dover,  cooper,  for  ;^i5o  thirty-two  acres  at  a  place  called 
Littleworth  in  Dover,  20  acres  of  it  bounded  by  a  highway  that  leads  to  a 
place  called  Barbados,  west  by  Jno.  Cookes  land,  together  with  "all  y^  Edi- 
fices &  Houses"  whatsoever.  This  deed  was  acknowledged  Mch  30,  1725 
(A^  H.  Colonial  Deeds  22  :  443).  At  "Littleworth"  William  Chamberlain 
lived  from  17 19  to  1724 — about  five  miles  west  of  the  compact  part  of  the 
settlement  of  Dover  and  when  Lovewell's  war  was  on  he  returned  to  Newton, 
Mass.  "Daniel  Stowell  of  Newtown  within  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  in  New  England"  for  ;!^i9o  deeded  "William  Chamberlain  of 
Dover  within  the  province  of  Main  or  Newhampshire",  "Joyner",  a  tenement 
with  39  acres  in  Newton,  June  15,  1725.  {Middx  Deeds  25:  510).  Will- 
iam Chamberlain  was  dismissed  from  the  First  Church  of  Boston  to  "y'^  chh 
in  Newton"  Apr.  20,  1727.  {Transcribed  First  Chh  Records  of  Boston,  196). 
At  a  town  meeting  in  Newton  he  was  chosen  tithingman,  March  4,  1727/8 
{JSlewton  Town  Records^.  March  i,  1728/9,  he  deeded  his  Newton  home  to 
Thomas  Brown  of  the  same  town  {Middx  Deeds  32  :  356).  March  13, 
1728/9,  William  Chamberlin  "of  y^  Town  of  Newtown,  In  y^  Prov^ :  of  y*^ 
Mass'^  Bay  In  N-Engl^  Joyner"  purchased  for  ;^88  of  Samuel  Canney  of 
Dover  10  acres  "on  Dover  Neck  joyning  to  y*^  fore  River  Comonly  so  Called 
being  part  of  my  homes'^  or  tenement  where  I  now  dwell."  {^N.  H.  Colonial 
Deeds,  20  :   282) 

William  Chamberlain  of  Dover,  "joyner",  for  ;^ioo  deeded  John  Bickford 
Jr.  of  Dover  land  "toward  y^  uper  End  of  Dover  Neck  being  part  of  that  lott 
of  land  on  which  my  Dwelling  house  Now  Stands."  This  deed  he  signed 
Nov.  7,  1732,  and  acknowledged  it  May  20,  1734.  On  the  former  date  John 
Bickford  of  Dover,  husbandman,  for  a  like  consideration  deeded  William 
Chamberlain  of  Dover,  "joyner",  land  in  Rochester — one  whole  share  granted 
unto  said  Bickford  "Being  y^  ist  division  15th  lot  &  2d  Division  y^  104th  lot 
as  also  y^  just  proportion  of  y^  undivided  land  in  s'*  Rochester  Belonging  to 
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y^  s*^  Share."  This  was  evidently  an  exchange,  as  both  deeds  were  signed 
and  acknowledged  on  the  same  date.  {^Ibid.  20:  219).  He  moved  to 
Rochester  before  July  30,  1733,  and  on  that  date  Pomfret  Whitehouse  of 
Rochester  sold  him  60  acres  "being  y^  47th  lot  In  y'=  first  Division  of 
said  Rochester  which  I  purchased  of  Nath>  Hanson  of  Dover."  i^Ihid.  20 : 
218)  He  "preferred"  a  petition  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  at  Rochester  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  New  Hampshire  Jan.  9,  1733/4  {N.  II.  Provincial 
Papers,  4  :  798)  He  petitioned  for  the  gospel  ministry  of  Rochester  to  be 
aided  by  the  proprietors  of  the  township,  April  26,  1736  {/bid.  9  :  722).  He 
and  John  Jenness  both  inhabitants  of  Rochester  petitioned  for  further  relief 
from  the  non-resident  proprietors  Feb.  13,  1741.  When  the  St.  Francis  Indians 
attacked  the  town  June  27,  1746,  they  passed  near  his  home,  and  on  July  i, 
1746,  he  joined  with  the  entire  settlement  in  a  petition  for  a  guard  of  soldiers 
(^Ibid.  9:  725).  He  was  chosen  constable  of  the  town  March  20,  1738/9; 
and  selectman  1743,  1745,  1750  and  1751.  He  was  town  clerk  in  1745,  and 
the  records  for  that  year  are  well  written.  On  July  9,  1751,  the  town  left 
with  "Lieut.  William  Chamberlain"  a  sum  of  money  for  safe  keeping.  Rev. 
Amos  Main  in  his  account  book  as  physician,  charged  "Lieut.  William 
Chamberlain"  for  medical  attendance.  No  military  record  of  him  has  been 
found  but  it  is  assumed  that  he  was  a  Lieut,  of  some  company  engaged  in 
scouting  and  guarding  the  town.  He  was  admitted  to  communion  in  the 
First  Church  of  Rochester  Feb.  12,  1741.  In  1745  he  "desired  forgiveness 
for  all  offences  past  that  he  had  given  and  the  church  by  a  great  majority 
voted  him  forgiveness." 

He  m.  about  17 19  Mary  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Dorothy  (Tuttle) 
Tebbetts  of  Dover.  She  was  admitted  to  the  First  Church  of  Dover  Mch  3, 
1723.  She  was  born  about  1700  and  was  living  at  Rochester  in  1760.  She 
was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  First  Church  of  Rochester  Jan.  7,  1741  ; 
and  after  withdrawing  from  the  communion  she  was  restored  May  11,  1744. 
William  Chamberlain  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  the  old  Cemetery  on  Meeting 
House  Hill  in  Rochester.  The  inscriptions  on  their  stones  have  become 
illegible.  He  built  two  houses  on  his  farm,  both  on  the  west  side  of  the  main 
road  leading  from  Meeting  House  Hill  to  Central  Square.  Both  houses  had 
disappeared  before  1830.  An  old  well  and  two  cellars  are  the  only  witnesses 
to  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Rochester  who  cleared  up  and  occupied  from 
1733  to  1753,  a  large  farm  there. 

WILL 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  23d  day  of  April  Anno  Domini  1753 
I  Willaim  Chamberlin  of  Rochester  In  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  In 
New  England  Husbandman  being  exercised  with  Bodyly  Infirmities  but  of  a 
Sound  &  Perfect  mind  and   Memory   Knowing  it  is  appointed  for  all   Men 
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once  to  Die  do  make  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  that  is  to  Say  Principally 
&  first  of  all  I  Recommend  my  Spirit  into  the  hands  of  God  that  gave  it  & 
my  Body  I  recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  a  Decent  Christian  Manner 
at  the  Discretion  of  my  Executor  hereafter  mentioned  &  as  Touching  such 
worldly  Estate  as  it  hath  Pleased  God  to  Bestow  upon  me  I  Give  Demise  & 
dispose  of  the  Same  in  the  following  manner  Viz' — 

Imprimis  My  Will  is  that  my  just  Debts  &  funeral  charges  Shall  be  Paid 
&  Discharged  by  my  said  Executor. 

Item  I  Give  to  my  Beloved  Wife  Mary  Chamberlin  the  free  full  &  Sole 
use  &  Improvement  of  the  easterly  half  Part  of  my  Dwelling  house  &  the  use 
of  such  a  Part  of  the  Cellar  under  said  house  as  She  Shall  have  occasion  of 
for  her  own  Service  and  the  westerly  half  Part  of  my  Barn  for  her  own  use 
together  with  Such  a  Privilege  of  the  floor  in  said  Barn  as  She  Shall  have 
occasion  of  to  thresh  her  Grain  During  the  Term  of  her  Continuing  my 
widow.  I  also  Give  to  my  said  wife  the  free  full  &  Sole  use  &  Improvement 
Profit  &  Income  of  thirty  acres  of  my  homestead  Land  viz — Beginning  at  the 
North  Easterly  End  of  my  said  homestead  Land  from  thence  Running  South- 
westerly as  my  said  Land  Runs  adjoyning  to  the  South  Easterly  side  Line  of 
my  said  Land  Seventy  one  Rods  &  Twenty  Seven  Rods  in  Weadth  &  from 
that  extent  of  Seventy  one  Rods  Running  North  Westerly  on  a  Square  with 
the  side  Lines  of  my  said  homestead  Lot  of  Land  to  the  North  west  side  Line 
of  my  said  Lot  &  from  thence  Running  South  Westerly  as  said  Lot  Runs 
holding  the  whole  weadth  of  said  Lot  Untill  the  said  thirty  acres  Shall  be 
Compleated  my  Will  that  my  said  Wife  Shall  have  the  free  use  &  Improve- 
ment Profit  &  Income  of  the  Aforesaid  thirty  acres  of  Land  Yearly  &  Every 
Year  until  my  Youngest  Son  Ephraim  Shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years  &  from  that  Term  my  will  is  that  my  said  Wife  Shall  have  the  Improve- 
ment Profit  &  Income  of  But  twenty  acres  of  the  aforesaid  Land  Viz.  which 
Twenty  acres  of  it  She  Shall  Chuse  During  the  Term  of  her  Continuing  my 
widow.  But  in  as  much  as  my  said  Dwelling  &  Barn  &  my  orchard  are  Com- 
prehended within  the  Limits  of  the  aforesaid  thirty  acres  of  Land  my  Will  is 
that  my  son  William  Chamberlin  Shall  have  the  free  Liberty  of  Passing  & 
Repassing  over  said  thirty  acres  of  Land  to  &  from  my  said  Dwelling  &  Barn 
to  and  from  my  other  Land  when  and  so  Often  as  he  Shall  have  accation  So 
to  do  &  also  that  he  my  said  son  William  Shall  have  the  fruit  of  the  South- 
westerly third  part  of  my  said  Orchard  Yearly  &  every  Year.  I  also  Give  to 
my  wife  to  her  own  Disposal  all  my  household  Goods  &  Utensils  Beds  Beding 
&  furniture  &  all  my  Live  Stock  of  Cattle  Sheep  &  Swine  &  my  Riding  horse 
except  one  Yoke  of  Stears  now  about  two  Years  old  which  I  give  to  my  Son 
Samuel  when  he  Shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  Years  &  also  one  Yoak 
of  Stears  for  each  of  my  Sons  Viz  Jacob  &  Ephraim  Chamberlin  to  be  Raised 
from  the  Stock  of  Cows  which  I  have  Given  my  said  Wife  &  to  be  Delivered 
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To  my  said  Sons  Jacob  &  Ephraim  w  hen  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years.  My  Will  also  is  that  my  said  Sons  Samuel,  Jacob  &  Ephraim  Shall 
have  one  Cow  or  Cowkind  each  Delivered  them  by  my  said  Wife  when  they 
Shall  arrive  at  the  said  age  of  Twenty  one  Years. 

I  also  Give  to  my  said  Wife  all  my  farming  Tackling  &  Utensils  as  Yokes 
Chains  Plows  Sleads  &c.  I  also  Give  my  said  Wife  the  free  Liberty  of  fetch- 
ing firewood  Sufficient  to  support  her  own  fire  from  off  my  Lot  of  Land  which 
I  have  herein  Given  to  my  Son  Eben'' :   Chamberlin  during  her  Natural  Life. 

Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  William  Chamberlin  &  to  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  all  my  homestead  Land  Dwelling  house  Barn  &  all  Other  Buildings  & 
Orchards  Stands :  &  Being  upon  said  Land  except  such  Part  of  said  Land 
Buildings  &  Orchards  as  I  have  herein  &  hereby  Given  the  free  use  & 
Improvement  of  to  my  wife  for  a  Certain  Term  of  Time  &  at  the  Decease  of 
my  said  Wife  I  give  the  aforesaid  Land  Buildings  &  Orchards  wholly  free  & 
Clear  of  all  Incumberances  to  him  my  said  son  William  &  to  his  heirs  & 
assigns  forever.  I  also  Give  to  my  son  William  the  free  and  full  Liberty  of 
Hailing  Timber  or  Logs  off  that  Part  of  my  Lot  In  the  Second  division  in 
said  Rochester  which  Lyeth  on  the  South  West  Side  of  Cochecho  River  with 
one  Team  for  the  term  of  two  Years  next  after  my  Decease. 

Item  I  Give  unto  my  Son  Ebenezer  Chamberlin  &  to  his  heirs  & 
assigns  forever  my  Lot  of  Land  Lying  &  Being  in  the  first  Division  in  said 
Rochester  which  I  Purchased  of  Pomfret  Whitehouse  which  Lyeth  Between 
Samuel  Richards  Lot  &  the  Lot  on  which  the  Widow  Rebecca  Heard  now 
Lives  being  the  Lot  of  Land  on  which  my  said  Son  William  Chamberlin  hath 
built  a  Dwelling  house  &  made  Considerable  Improvement  together  with  the 
said  Dwelling  house  &  all  other  Buildings  &  Privileges  Belonging  to  the  said 
Lot  of  Land  except  the  Liberty  &  Privilege  which  I  have  herein  given  to 
my  Wife  of  fetching  firewood  for  her  own  fire  from  said  Lot.  I  also  Give  to 
my  said  son  Ebenezer  the  Liberty  of  hailing  Timber  or  Logs  off  that  Part  of 
my  Lot  of  Land  in  the  Second  Division  In  said  Rochester  which  Lyeth  on 
the  South  West  Side  of  Cochecho  River  with  a  Team  for  the  Term  of  one 
Year  next  after  my  Decease. 

Item  I  Give  unto  my  Son  Samuel  Chamberlin  &  to  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  all  that  Part  of  my  said  Lot  of  Land  in  the  Second  Division  in  said 
Rochester  which  Lyeth  on  the  North  Easterly  Side  of  Cochecho  River  &  also 
one  Yoke  of  Stears  &  a  Cow  or  Cow-kind  as  is  Before  herein  Mentioned. 

Item  I  Give  unto  my  Sons  Jacob  &  Ephraim  Chamberlin  &  to  their 
heirs  &  assigns  forever  all  that  Part  of  my  said  Lot  of  Land  in  the  Second 
Division  in  said  Rochester  which  Lyeth  on  the  South  West  side  of  Cochecho 
River  with  all  the  Privileges  to  the  Same  Belonging  except  the  Privilege  I 
have  herein  Given  to  my  Sons  William  &  Ebenezer  of  hailing  Logs  off  that 
Part  of  said  Lot  for  a  Certain  term  of  time.     I  also  Give  to  my  said  Sons 
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Jacob  &  Ephraim  Viz.  to  each  of  them  a  yoak  of  Stears  &  a  Cow  or  Cow-kind 
when  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  Years  as  is  Before  herein 
mentioned.  I  also  Give  unto  my  said  Sons  Jacob  and  Ephraim  &  to  their 
heirs  &  assigns  forever  all  my  Land  Lying  &  Being  in  the  third  Division  In 
said  Rochester  &  all  my  Rights  and  Title  in  &  unto  all  the  undivided  Lands 
in  said  Rochester  to  be  equally  Divided  Between  them  as  is  also  all  the  Land 
which  I  have  herein  Given  them  jointly  or  Together. 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Daughters  Mary  Door,  Rebecca  Trickey  Experi- 
ence Knowls,  Dorothy  Emerson  &  Anna  Leighton  forty  Pounds  old  Tenor  a 
Piece  or  forty  Pounds  to  each  of  them  to  be  paid  to  them  or  their  Heirs  by 
my  said  Executor  at  the  following  Periods,  Viz.  Twenty  Pounds  to  each  of 
them  or  their  heirs  within  the  Term  of  one  Year  after  the  Decease  of  my  said 
Wife  &  the  other  twenty  Pounds  to  each  of  them  or  their  heirs  within  the 
Term  of  two  years  after  the  Decease  of  my  said  Wife. 

And  I  do  hereby  nominate  Constitute  &  Ordain  my  said  Son  William 
Chamberlin  to  be  my  Sole  Exec"" :  of  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  &  I  do  also 
hereby  utterly  Revoke  Disallow  &  Disannul  all  &  every  Other  Will  or  Wills 
Testament  or  Testaments  by  me  in  any  way  heretofore  made  Ratifying  & 
Confirming  this  &  no  other  to  be  my  Last  Will  &  Testam': 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  do  hereunto  Set  my  hand  &  Seal  the  day  &  Year 
first  above  Written. 

Signed  Sealed  pronounced  &  Declared 
by  the   said  William  Chamberlin  to  be 
his   Last   Will   &   Testament  in   Pres- 
ence of  us  Witnesses  N.  B  the  word  house  was 
Thomas  Brown                                                                 interlined  Before  Signing 
John  Mighell                                                                    and  also  the  word  my. 
Samuel  Whitehouse 


fiaiM^^^''^    [Seal] 


At  a  Probate  Court  held  at  Portsmouth,  May  30,  1753,  William  Cham- 
berlin Jr.  presented  this  will  which  was  probated. 

{Colonial  Probate  Records  of  New  Hampshire  12  :  445) 

Children  all  by  wife  Mary : 

i  Mary*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dover  Oct.  26,  1720;  bapt.  there  Feb.  12,  1721;  re- 
ceived into  the  church  at  Rochester  by  dismissal  from  Dover  Oct.  25,  1750.  She 
m.  before  April  23,  1753,  as  second  wife  Henry  Door  of  Rochester  who  removed  to 
Lebanon,  Maine,  where  he  d.  Jan.  25,  1792,  aged  78  years. 

ii  Rebecca*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dover,  Dec.  28,  1722;  bapt.  there  Feb.  10,  1723; 
m.  before  Oct.  3,  1742,  John  Trickey  Sr.  of  Rochester.  She  d.  there  about  181 5, 
aged  93  years. 


132  CHAMBERLAIN  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA 

42  iii  William*   Chamberlain,   b.   at  Newton,   Mass.   July   6,    1725;  d.  at  Lebanon, 

Maine,  Dec.  15,  181 5,  aged  90. 
iv  ExPF.RiENCE'*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Newton,  July  26,  1727;  m.  at  Rochester  as 
third  wife,  May  30,  1751,  Dea.  James  Knowles,  paymaster  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.     She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children. 

43  V  Ebenezer*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  at  Dover,  May  25,  1729;  living  in  New  Hampton, 

N.  H.,  Nov.  6,  1790. 
vi  Dorothy*  Chamberlain  b.  at  Dover  March  7,  1731  ;  bapt.  there  Mch  21,  1731  ; 

m.  (i)  at  Rochester,  Nov.   17,   1748,  Samuel  Emerson  of  Dover.     She  m.  (2)  at 

Rochester,  Sept.  20,  1801,  Jeremiah  Berry  of  Rye,  N.  H.     She  d.  Feb.  iS,  1825. 
vii  Anna*  Chamberlain,  b.  about   1733;  ^-   at   Rochester,  Dec.   19,    1751,   David 

Leighton  of  Rochester. 

44  viii  Samuel*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Rochester  Nov.  3,  1735;  bapt.  there  Jan.  13,  1736; 

remained  there  till  death. 

45  ix  Jacob*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Rochester  May  18,  1738;  settled  at  Alton,  N.  H. 

46  X  Ephraim*  Chamberlain    bapt.  at  Rochester    Feb.  14,  1742;  The  New  Hamp- 

shire Patriot  reads  as  follows:  "Died  at  Alton,  Feb.   14,   [1814],  Capt.   Ephraim 
Chamberlain,  aged  72.     A  philanthropist  and  a  Christian." 
The  author  of  this  genealogy  is  descended  from  both  the  eldest  and  the  youngest 
sons  of  this  family. 

18.  JASON''  CHAMBERLAIN  (/a^od-,  mV/iam^)  born  at  Newton, 
Mass.  Feb.  26,  1701  ;  d.  at  Holliston,  Mass.  May  30,  1770.  He  was  a  "joy- 
ner",  "housewright"  and  "husbandman"  and  about  1730  removed  from 
Newton  to  Holliston  where  he  was  a  large  land-owner  having  1800  acres  in 
Holliston.  He  m.  (i)  at  Newton,  May  5,  1725,  Hannah  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Crafts)  Clarke  of  Brookline  {Crafts  Genealogy,  47).     He  m. 

(2)  Elizabeth who  was  living  when  he  made  his  will  June  18,  1768.    She 

entered  her  int.  of  m.  at  Shrewsbury,  May  16,  1776,  with  Daniel  Drury  of 
Shrewsbury  who  d.  there  June  5,  1786.  Her  death  has  not  been  found.  He 
contributed  towards  finishing  the  public  Meeting  House  in  Holliston  Jan.  5, 
1728.  {Suffolk  Co.  Court  Files,  28988)  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
called  "Lieut.  Jason  Chamberlin".  He  named  his  two  eldest  sons  for  his  old 
schoolmaster  at  Newton,  Dea.  John  Staples  who  bequeathed  to  each  ^100 
when  they  became  of  age  {Crafts  Family,  47).  Mr  Staples  was  their  great 
uncle  and  left  no  children.  He  was  ensign  in  Capt.  Samuel  Bullard's  Hollis- 
ton Foot  Co.  in  1757.      {Mass.  Archives,  95  :  306) 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  Jason  Chamberlin  of  Holliston  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex  and  within  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England  yeoman  being  favored  with  some  degree  of  health  of 
Body  and  of  a  Sound  mind  and  memory  praised  be  god  therfor  Calling  to 
mind  the  mortality  of  my  Body  and  being  apprehensive  that  the  time  of  my 
departure  is  at  hand  and  being  willing  that  the  little  that  god  has  pleasd  to 
bestow  upon  me  of  Temporals  not  yet  desposed  of  might  be  setled  Do  make 
and  ordain  this  my  preasant  last  will  and  Testiment  on  this  the  Eighteenth 
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Day  of  June  ano:  domini  1768  and  in  the  ninth  yeare  of  his  Majesty  Reign 
Georg  the  third  of  Great  Briton  King  &c 

I  St  that  is  to  say  principaly  and  first  of  all  I  give  and  Recomend  my 
Soul  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  that  Gave  it  and  my  Body  to  be  buried 
in  desent  Criston  Buriall  at  the  Descresion  of  my  Executor  Nothing  Doubt- 
ing but  that  at  the  General  Reserection  I  shall  Receive  the  Same  again  by 
the  mighty  power  of  god  and  as  touching  fore  mentioned  Temporals  I  give 
demise  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  maner  and  form 

First  I  will  that  my  funaral  charges  and  debts  should  be  paid 

Secondly  I  give  and  bequeath  my  well  beloved  wif  the  improvement  of 
the  East  end  of  my  Dwelling  hous  except  in  the  Rome  where  the  oven  is  my 
son  Enoch  is  to  injoy  the  lik  priveledge  with  her  farther  mor  all  my  improved 
lands  South  of  my  Dwelling  Hous  upon  the  East  Side  of  the  Roade  Leding  by 
my  Dwelling  hous  to  Mendon  begining  at  s"^  Enoch's  shop  So  Runing  by  the 
fence  before  the  dore  to  the  Barn  then  following  the  fence  Easterly ;  to  the 
bridg  that  leads  onto  the  island  in  the  Seader  Swamp  all  my  improvements 
southerly  hereof  with  one  half  of  the  Barn  to  wit  the  North  half  with  Con- 
veniancy  of  pasing  and  Repasing  too  and  from  it  as  allso  Convency  about 
the  s'^  house  for  a  wood  pile  and  to  the  well  likewise  six  acres  in  my  wod  lot 
Adjoining  westerly  To  the  land^  of  thomas  Goold  Late  Dec'^'^  viz  the  South 
part  of  it  all  and  Singerly  that  I  have  above  bequeathed  to  my  wife  is  to  con- 
tinue dureing  her  Naturall  Lif  and  imeadatly  after  her  decease  is  to  Come 
into  the  poseson  of  my  Son  Enoch.  Item  I  also  give  to  my  s^  wif  Eliz  Two 
Cows  and  one  Swine  the  one  half  of  my  indore  movables  and  forty  pounds 
oald  teno  out  of  my  nots  of  hand  or  mony  Due  to  me  after  my  lawful  Debts 
and  Funarl  Charges  are  all  paid  furthermore  it  is  my  will  that  my  Son  Enoch 
find  her  a  hors  and  the  free  liberty  of  the  Cheare  when  she  is  Disposed  and 
abel  to  goo  to  meting  or  upon  any  other  Nesseccary  ocasion.  Item  I  give  to 
my  said  wif  a  fre  pass  and  repass  to  above  s*^  wod  lot  bequeathed 

Item  I  give  to  my  Son  John  the  following  peice  of  land  To  him  and  his 
Heirs  forever  above  that  I  have  heretofore  Given  him  viz  a  peace  in  the  Seder 
Swamp  bounded  westerly  upon  the  northeasterly  Corner  of  the  bridg  leading 
from  my  hous  on  to  the  Islands  in  s<^  Swamp  begining  at  s"^  bridg's  Corner 
and  thence  Runing  to  a  white  oak  marked  thence  as  far  as  my  land  Extends 
Northeast  then  begining  again  at  sd  Corner  of  s<^  bridg  and  Runing  Easterly 
By  ceas  way  Till  It  Come  to  an  Island  thence  till  it  Come  to  the  senter  Line 
in  s^  Swamp  by  the  North  side  of  sd  Island  To  wit  all  my  Lands  East  and 
North  of  sd  Bounds  likewise  five  acor  of  my  wod  lot  lying  westerly  of  my  Hous 
To  wit  on  the  North  Side  of  s^  Lot  ajoining  To  sd  Johns  own  Lands  To  him 
and  his  heirs  for  Ever  furthermore  My  will  is  that  after  my  Debts  and  funaral 
Chargs  are  paid  and  my  a  Bove  %^  wife  has  Received  her  Doury  out  of  the 
money  or  Nots  of  hand  due  to  wit  the  forty  pounds  oald  tenor  my  will  is  then 
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that  the  Remainder  if  any  there  be  Should  be  devided  Equaly  between  my 
three  Sons  to  wit  John  and  Staples  and  Samuel 

Item  I  give  all  the  Remainder  of  my  Lands  hereto  fore  not  yet  mentioned 
with  the  buildings  to  my  Son  Enoch  and  to  his  Heirs  and  asigns  forever  fur- 
thermore I  will  that  my  Sone  Enoch  have  the  Riding  Chare  and  harness  In 
order  for  my  Said  wife's  Bennefete  or  priveeledg  :  moreover  I  Call  to  mind 
that  it  is  my  will  that  my  wife  have  free  Recors  to  the  above  bequeathed  wod 
lot  furthermore  I  will  that  the  Remainder  of  my  live  Stock  and  other  mova- 
bels  together  with  my  wairing  Aparil  be  Equaly  Divided  amongst  my  four  Sons 
Item  furthermore  I  give  to  my  Sone  Enoch  and  his  heirs  and  asigns  forever 
after  my  wif's  Decease  that  part  of  my  Reall  Estate  above  bequeathed  to 
her  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  furthermore  it  is  my  will  that  my  Son  Enoch 
pay  unto  his  three  bretheren  to  wit  John  and  Staples  and  Samuel  Tene  pounds 
Lawful  money  apeace  within  one  year  after  my  wifes  Deceace. 

Item  I  constitute  make  and  ordain  my  son  Enoch  my  sole  Executor  of 
this  my  Last  Will  and  Testement  and  I  Do  hereby  utterly  Disalow  revoke  and 
disanul  all  and  Every  other  Former  Will  and  Testement  Confirming  this  and 
no  other  to  be  my  Last  Will  and  Testement  Lastly  I  order  all  my  lawful  Debts 
and  funaral  Charges  to  be  paid  by  my  Executor.     In  witness  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  Set  my  hand  and  Seal  the  Day  and  year  above  first  Ritten 
Signed    Sealed    Published    pro- 
nounced declared  by  me  the   Said 
Jason  Chamberlin  As  his  Last  Will 
and  Testement  in  the  presence  of 
us  the  Subscribers 
Joseph  Lovering 
Thomas  Tenney 
Craft  Lovering 
Lodged  June  25,  1770  by  y*^  Executor  {Middx  Probate,  4154) 

Children  by  wife  Hannah  : 

47  i  John*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Newton,  Sept  6,  1728. 

48  ii  Staples*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Newton  or  Holliston,  Sept.  i  or  2,  1730. 

49  iii  Jason*  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  at  Holliston,  March  8,  1732  ;  d.  there,  Jan.  — ,  1754. 

50  iv  Samuel*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Holliston,  July  18,  1734. 

51  V  Enoch*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Holliston,  Nov.  18,  1737. 

vi  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Holliston,  Feb.  26,  1739/40;  d.  there  March  13, 

1739/40. 
vii  Ebenezer*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Holliston,  Aug.  19,  1741  ;  d.  without  issue. 

19.  EBENEZER'  CHAMBERLAIN  {Jacob'',  William^)  b.  at  Newton, 
Mass.  July  31,  1704;  d.  at  Westborough,  Mass.  after  May  7,  1779.  William 
Johnson  of  Southborough,  yeoman,  for  ^250  deeded  Ebenezer  Chamberlain 
of  Westborough,  husbandman,   100   acres   in   Westborough    July   26,   1735. 


AopCAL  ^«3eiri^ 
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{Worcester  Co.  Deeds,  7  :  420).  The  church  records  of  Westborough  under 
date  June  3,  1736,  read  :  "Ebenezer  Chamberlain  dismissed  from  the  chh  of 
Ch'  in  Newton  was  admitted  to  our  communion."  He  m.  (i)  at  Newton,  Nov. 
28,  1733,  Mary  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Goffe)  Trowbridge  of  New- 
ton. She  was  b.  in  Newton  in  1712  and  d.  at  Westborough,  Feb.  i,  1756. 
(She  was  a  sister  to  Edmund  Trowbridge,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College 
1728;  attorney-general  of  Massachusetts  1749  to  1767  ;  justice  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  of  Judicature  1767  to  1775  ;  loyalist  1775  to  1783  ;  retired  citizen 
of  Cambridge  1783  to  1793;  in  his  will  dated  Nov.  1791,  he  bequeathed 
five-sixths  of  his  land  in  Sutton  "to  the  children  of  my  late  sister  Chamber- 
lain.") 

Ebenezer  Chamberlain  m.  (2)  at  Southborough  Dec.  23,  1756,  Joanna 
Morse.  Ebenezer  Chamberlain,  Sr.  of  Westborough  for  ^200  deeded  "my 
son"  Daniel  Chamberlain  of  Westborough,  husbandman,  90  acres  in  West- 
borough "with  the  dwelling  house  and  other  buildings"  bounded  east  on 
John  Belknap,  west  on  land  of  Jotham  Bellows,  south  on  land  of  Edmund 
Chamberlain.  "It  is  to  be  understood  that  this  deed  is  not  fully  to  take  place 
till  after  the  decease  of  me  the  said  Ebenezer  Chamberlain."  Signed  by 
Ebenezer  Chamberlain  and  Joanna  Chamberlain,  who  surrendered  her  rights 
and  dower  of  thirds,  Jan.  9,  1778,  and  acknowledged  Jan.  15,  1778.  (  Wor- 
cester Co.  Deeds  76  :  253).  He  left  no  will  on  record  and  there  was  no  pro- 
bate of  his  estate  as  this  deed  disposed  of  his  property.  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Parkman  in  his  Diary  (260)  wrote  Aug  8,  1780,  "at  eve  Eben""  Chamberlain 
Jun""  full  of  earnest  conversation  about  Sallery."  By  implication  Ebenezer 
Chamberlain,  Sr.  was  living  on  this  date  as  the  title  Jun""  (younger)  would 
hardly  have  been  used  after  the  death  of  the  Sr.  Ebenezer.  He  was  select- 
man of  Westborough  in  1766  and  probably  held  town  ofBce  in  other  years. 
Mr.  Parkman  wrote  in  his  Diary,  May  7,  1779  (126)  "visited  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain ;  his  son  Daniel  gave  me  half  a  bushel  of  Indian  Corn  and  lent  me  a 
bushel  and  a  half  more."  He  was  in  Capt.  Benj"  Fay's  Co.  at  Westborough, 
Apr.  I,  1757.     {Mass.  Archives,  95  :   244) 

Children  born  in  Westborough  by  wife  Mary  : 

i  Anna*  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  13,  1734/5;  d.  there  Jan.  18,  1756. 
ii  Nathaniel*  Longly  Chamberlain,  b.  July  i,  1736;  d.  Jan.  22,  1756. 
iii  Mary*  Chamberlain,  b.  July  17,  1738;  d.  Jan.  27,  1756. 

52  iv  Ebenezer*  Chamberlain  Jr.  b.  Oct.  10,  1740. 

53  V  Edmund*  Chamberlain,  b.  Aug.  20,  1742. 

vi  Lydia*  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  21,  1744/5  '■•  "^-  William  Brigham. 
vii  Martha*  Chamberlain,  b.  Dec.  23,  1747  ;  m.  David  Brigham. 

54  viii  Joshua*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  i,  1749/50. 

55  ix  Daniel*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  12,  1753;  bapt.  March  18,  1753. 
Child  borji  there  by  wife  Joanna  : 

X  Jonathan*  Chamberlain,  b.  or  bapt.  there  June  10,  1759;  probably  d.  young. 
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20.  THOMAS^  CHAMBERLAIN  {Thomas',  William^)  b.  at  Newton, 
Sept.  10,  1683;  d.  in  Boston,  before  Nov.  7,  1721.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  removed  from  Newton  to  Boston  about  1706.  Elizabeth  Snow  wife  of, 
and  attorney  for,  Thomas  Snow  of  Boston,  fellmonger,  for  £Go  deeded 
Thomas  Chamberlain  of  Newton,  housewright,  a  lot  in  the  south  end  of  Bos- 
ton June  28,  1706.  On  June  29,  1706,  he  mortgaged  this  to  Richard  Keates 
of  Boston,  which  mortgage  was  released,  March  5,  17 14  {Suffolk  Deeds  23  : 
18).  He  mortgaged  the  same  property  a  second  time  with  the  consent  of  his 
wife  Hannah  to  Samuel  Phillips  of  Boston,  Aug.  29,  17 17.  Thomas  Phillips 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  paid  the  mortgage  to  the 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Phillips  Dec.  28,  1723  {Ibid.  32  :  56). 
In  the  division  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  of  New- 
ton Jan.  7,  1734/5,  the  commissioners  apportioned  "to  Phillips  Chamberlin 
and  Elizabeth  Chamberlin  (the  heirs  of  Thomas  Chamberlin  late  of  Boston 
dec'd)  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Chamberlin  of  Newton  the  whole  of  the  south 
part  of  the  house  lately  built  with  three  acres  adjoining  valued  at  ^149  :  07 
which  with  ;!^4o  advanced  to  Thomas  Chamberlin  of  Boston  by  his  father 
makes  his  double  share  ^^189  :  07"      {Middx  Probate,  4206). 

He  m.  at  Watertown,  April  16,  or  June  22,  1709,  Sarah  Mason  supposed 
by  Bond  to  be  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Fiske)  Mason,  b.  there  Nov. 
17,  1691.  If  so,  she  did  not  survive  her  husband  and  marry  a  second  time 
John  Bond  as  stated  in  Bond's  Waterto7V7i  Genealogies,  p.  357.  Sarah  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Chamberlin  d.  in  Boston  June  i,  and  was  buried  June  3, 
17 14.  He  m.  (2)  in  Boston,  Aug.  18,  17 15,  Hannah  Welch  widow  of  John 
Welch  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Phillips  of  Boston.  Thomas  and  Hannah 
Chamberlain  were  admitted  to  the  First  Church  of  Boston,  Dec.  29,  17 17, 
and  three  of  their  children  were  there  baptized.  Thomas  Phillips  of  Boston, 
innholder,  was  granted  administration  on  the  estate  of  his  son-in-law  Thomas 
Chamberlain  late  of  Boston,  housewright,  deed.  Nov.  7,  1721.  The  inventory 
amounted  to  ^548  :  01  :  10.  {Suffolk  Probate,  22:  263)  The  Selectmen  of 
Boston  wrote  in  their  records  Sept.  20,  1708:  "Whereas  Thomas  Chamber- 
line  hath  Lately  cast  the  earth  w'^'>  he  hath  dugg  out  of  his  cellar  into  the 
High  way  before  his  House  on  Orange  [now  Washington]  Street  he  being 
present  hath  liberty  granted  to  lett  the  s^  earth  lie  there  for  the  present  and 
is  ordered  by  the  Select  men  to  remove  the  Same  hereafter  if  the  Same  Shall 
be  found  hurtfull  to  y*"  sd  High  way.  {Boston  Record  Commissioners  Report, 
1701  to  1715,  79)  At  a  meeting  of  the  Set.  men  April  29,  1714,  "Liberty 
is  granted  to  Thomas  Chamberline  to  digg  open  the  H.  way  in  Orange  Street 
for  the  Laying  a  Comon  Shore  from  his  house  there  down  as  farr  as  the  sea  : 
Provided  that  he  lay  the  Same  with  Brick  or  Stone  as  the  Law  directs  and 
that  he  forthwith  make  good  Such  part  of  the  Street  where  he  shall  so  digg 
and  that  in  doing  thereof  he  leave  sufiicient  passageway  for  horse  and  cart." 
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{Ibid.  204.)  "At  a  Meeting  of  y«  Sel.  men  Feb""  4,  Anno  17 17  *  *  *  Thomas 
Chamberlyn^  Petition  for  Lycence  to  sell  strong  drink  as  an  inholder  at  y^ 
House  known  by  y^  Name  of  the  White  Horse  allowed  by  y^  Set.  "^."  {Record 
Commissioners  Report  of  Boston,  1716-1736,  32).  The  White  Horse  Tavern 
on  Washington  St.  "at  the  South  End"  of  Boston  was  nearly  opposite  where 
Hayward  Place  leads  into  the  street.  He  was  chosen  a  constable  of  Boston 
from  March  12,  17 16/7  ;  and  a  viewer  of  shingles,  boards,  plank  and  timber 
Mch  14,  1719/20  and  again  March  14,  1720/1.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts  in  17 14. 
He  was  First  Sergeant  of  the  Artillery  Company  in  172 1  when  his  death 
occurred.     {History  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  I  386) 

Childre7i  born  in  Boston  by  wife  Sarah  : 

i  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  b.  May  12,  17 10. 
ii  Sarah*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  13,  1712/3;  bur.  Sept.  16,  1714. 
iii  Thomas*  Chamberlain,  Jr.  b.  May  14,  1714;  bapt.  Mch  23,  1717/8;  probably 
d.  young. 

Children  born  in  Boston  by  wife  Hannah : 

iv  Phillips*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  28,  1716;  bur.  Apr.  8,  17 18. 

56  V  Phillips*  Chamberlain,  b.  June  2,  1719;  bapt.  June  7,  1719. 

57  vi  Thomas*  Chamberlain,  b.  May  21,  1721 ;  bapt.  April  9,  1722. 

21.  ELIZABETH^  CHAMBERLAIN  (Thomas^  William^)  b.  in  New- 
ton, Aug.  I,  1686;  m.  (i)  at  Newton,  Aug.  8,  17 17,  George  son  of  Daniel 
Allen.  He  made  his  will  Oct.  13,  17 18,  and  d.  soon  after,  bequeathing  his 
wife  a  small  farm  in  Dorchester.  She  m.  (2)  July  26,  1722,  William  Ireland 
of  Boston  and  d.  about  1739.  William  Ireland  m.  (2)  May  i,  1740,  Mary 
(Wentworth)  Scarlett,  widow  of  Humphrey  Scarlett.  William  Ireland  made 
his  will  July  4,  175 1,  and  it  was  probated  May  23,  1755.  In  his  will  he 
bequeathed  "to  Brother  Thomas  Chamberlain  Heirs  and  to  Brother  John 
Chamberlain  Heirs  and  to  Sister  Adams  and  to  Sister  Chamberlain,  a  piece 
of  land  in  Dorchester  lying  on  the  right  hand  as  you  go  to  the  Paper  Mills 
containing  19^  acres  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  that  is  one  quarter 
part  to  Thomas  Chamberlin  Heirs,  one  quarter  part  to  John  Chamberlain 
Heirs,  one  quarter  to  Rebecca  Adams  and  one  quarter  to  Sarah  Chamber- 
lain, to  them  forever."  This  property  came  to  William  Ireland  by  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  (Chamberlain)  Allen,  it  being  the  inheritance  of 
her  first  husband  George  Allen.  {Suffolk  Probate,  ^o :  218)  He  was  admin- 
istrator of  the  estate  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  of  Newton  in 
1734,  at  which  time  his  wife  Elizabeth  was  living  and  received  her  share  of 
her  parents'  estate  Jan.  7,  1734/5.  {Middx  Probate  Records,  281 1).  No 
attempt  has  been  made  to  trace  her  descendants.  She  evidently  had  no 
descendants  living  on  July  4,  1751,  as  they  would  have  received  William 
Ireland's  bequest. 
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22.  SARAH"  CHAMBERLAIN  (Thomas-,  William')  b.  at  Newton, 
Mass.  Oct.  1 8,  1695;  d.  there  April  9,  1754.  She  m.  at  Newton,  Dec.  17, 
1730,  Eleazer  Chamberlain  of  Brookline.  They  occupied  the  Thomas  Cham- 
berlain homestead  in  Newton  which  descended  to  her  grandson  John  Thwing. 
Her  share  in  the  estate  of  her  father  and  mother  was  valued  at  jCg^. :  13  :  06 
which  was  set  off  to  her  Jan.  7,  1734/5.  "For  nursing  and  keeping"  her 
sister  Mary  Chamberlain  "in  her  last  sickness"  her  husband  returned  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  a  charge  oi  £1  :  12:  06,  March  28,  1737.  {^Middx  Co. 
Probate,  2793) 

Eleazer  Chamberlain,  her  husband,  was  bapt.  at  the  P'irst  Parish  of 
Brookline,  Mass.  Dec.  10,  172 1,  with  Isaac  Chamberlain  called  an  "adult." 
To  my  mind  this  Isaac  Chamberlain  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Chamberlain  of 
Billerica  as  shown  on  p.  117.  Eleazer  Chamberlain's  ancestry  I  do  not  know 
but  I  believe  that  he  was  either  the  son  of  Abraham  Chamberlain,  Sr.,  of 
Brookline,  or  the  son  of  Daniel  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  and  the  grandson  of 
the  immigrant  William  Chamberlain.  It  is  possible  that  in  recording  his 
birth  the  town  clerk  of  Billerica  wrote  Ebenezer  for  Eleazer.  (See  p.  1 16  and 
117)  He  m.  (2)  at  Newton,  Dec.  28,  1756,  Abigail  Chadwick  who  d.  there 
May  25,  1760.  He  m.  there  (3)  April  30,  1761,  Patience  daughter  of  Eleazer 
and  Hannah  (Harrington)  Hammond  of  Newton.  She  w^as  b.  Sept.  8,  1717, 
and  d.  at  Newton,  Dec.  2,  1780.     His  will  reads  as  follows: 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  Eleazar  Chamberlain  of  Newton  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex  Yeoman  being  at  the  present  writing  hereof  of  a  Sound 
and  Disposing  mind  and  memory,  and  desirous  while  I  am  so  to  set  my  house 
in  order  Do  therefore  make  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  in  manner  and 
form  as  followeth  And  first  of  all  I  Commend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  my 
Gracious  redeemer  and  my  Body  I  Commit  to  the  Dust  by  a  Decent  Christian 
Funeral;  And  as  to  my  worldly  Estate  or  goods  I  will  and  dispose  of  them 
after  the  following  manner  Viz'. 

Imp""*  I  Give  unto  Patience  my  well  beloved  Wife  all  the  moveable  Estate 
she  brought  to  me  at  our  Marriage,  to  be  at  her  Own  Disposal.  I  also  give 
to  her  the  said  Patience  the  use  and  improvement  of  the  remainder  of  my 
Household  Utensils  During  her  natural  life  (Excepting  the  provissions  of  all 
kinds,  Cyder,  Cyder  Casks  &  Tubs,  Gun  Sword,  Wearing  Apparel  &c)  I  also 
give  to  her  the  said  Patience  the  improvements  of  that  part  of  my  Dwelling 
House  I  bought  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Chamberlain  Deceased,  During  her 
natural  life  and  in  lieu  of  her  Dower  or  thirds  of  my  lands  I  give  to  her  the 
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following  Articles  Annually  and  to  be  provided  and  paid  to  her  every  year 
During  her  natural  life  by  my  Daughter  Sarah  Thwing  Viz'  two  pounds  Law- 
ful Money  in  Cash  One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  good  merchantable 
Pork,  Sixty  pounds  of  good  merchantable  Beef,  ten  Bushels  of  Indian  Corn, 
three  Bushels  of  Rye,  two  Bushels  of  Malt,  One  Barrel  and  a  Half  of  Cyder, 
three  Bushels  of  Apples,  two  Bushels  of  Turnips,  half  a  Bushel  of  Potatoes, 
Seven  Cord  of  fire  wood  reduced  to  Suitable  lengths  for  the  fire  and  laid 
within  two  rods  of  the  Front  Door  of  the  House  aforesaid,  Also  the  Priviledge 
of  passing  and  repassing  from  said  House  to  the  Road  and  to  the  Well  and 
taking  water  out  of  the  same,  and  also  Convenient  yard  room  near  said 
House  for  laying  fire  wood.  Also  for  my  said  Daughter  to  procure  and  keep 
for  the  use  of  my  said  wife  During  her  natural  life,  One  Cow  a  horse  &  Chair. 

Item  I  have  already  paid  so  large  sums  of  Money  for  my  Daughter 
Elizabeth's  Husband,  Viz'  Ebenezer  Thwing,  which  amounts  to  my  said 
Daughter's  full  Share  out  of  my  Estate  notwithstanding,  I  give  to  her  my  said 
Daughter  Elizabeth  Thwing  the  sum  of  two  pounds  Lawful  money  to  be  paid 
her  at  the  Decease  of  my  said  wife  aforesaid,  by  my  aforesaid  Daughter 
Sarah  Thwing. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Sarah  Thwing  (the  wife  of 
John  Thwing)  her  heirs  &  assigns  forever  all  my  Buildings  and  lands  Lying 
in  Newton  aforesaid  &  in  Brookline  adjacent  (excepting  that  part  thereof 
that  may  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  my  Just  Debts  &  funeral  Charges)  but 
not  to  come  into  the  Possession  of  my  House  aforesaid  untill  my  aforesaid 
Wife's  Decease.  I  also  give  to  her  the  said  Sarah  all  that  remains  of  those 
moveables  that  I  have  given  the  improvement  of  to  my  wife  aforesaid  to  come 
into  possession  thereof  at  my  said  wife's  Decease.  I  also  give  to  her  the  said 
Sarah  all  my  other  Estate  of  what  kind  or  denomination  Soever  that  I  have 
not  in  these  presents  otherwise  disposed  off  She  providing  and  paying  to  my 
wife  aforesaid  as  abovementioned.  She  also  is  to  new  Shingle  &  Clabboard 
the  House  aforesaid  when  my  said  wife  shall  think  it  needs  the  same.  And  if 
my  wife  be  deprived  of  the  priviledge  of  passing  to  the  Cellar  as  has  been 
usual  through  that  part  of  my  house  that  stands  upon  the  land  that  came  by 
my  first  wife,  then  for  her  the  said  Sarah  to  make  a  Convenient  Stair  way  to 
pass  Down  the  Cellar  in  the  other  part  of  the  House. 

Item  I  do  hereby  authorize  &  impower  my  Executor  hereafter  named  to 
sell  &  alienate  by  a  good  Deed  or  Deeds  of  sale  so  much  of  my  lands  as  shall 
be  Sufficient  to  pay  my  Just  debts  and  funeral  Charges. 

Finally  I  do  hereby  Constitute  make  and  ordain  Josiah  Greenwood  of 
Newton  aforesaid  Gentleman  to  be  executor  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament 
(he  paying  all  my  Just  Debts  &  Funeral  Charges)  and  I  do  hereby  utterly 
revoke  &  disannul  all  former  Testaments,  Wills,  Legacies  and  bequests  Rat- 
ifying &  Confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  Last  Will  &  Testament.     In 
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cis^Q'lQ^  (^(iQnoh/C^l/^ 


Witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  &  Seal  this  Seventh  Day  of  March 
A.  D.  1769,  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign  ^ 
Signed  sealed  published  pronounced 
&  declared  by  the  said  Eleazar 
Chamberlain  as  his  last  Will  &  Tes- 
tament in  the  presence  of  us  the 
subscribers 

Abr  Fuller  Probated  by  Josiah  Greenwood   adm"" 

David  Stone  cum  Testamento  annexo  Mch  6,  1770. 

John  Stone 

Children  born  in  Newton  all  by  wife  Sarah  : 
i  Sarah*  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1734;  m.  Dec.  27,  1757,  (int.  Nov.  13,  1757)  John 
Thwing  of  Cambridge  and  of  Newton.     He  d.  at  Newton  181 1  and  she  d.  at  Brighton, 
Oct.  18,  18 1 8.     They  had  thirteen  children  (Thwing  Genealogy,  36). 
ii  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  30,  1736;  m.  at  Newton,  July  8,  1756,  Eben- 

ezer  Thwing  of  Cambridge  and  Charlestown,  brother  to  her  sister's  husband. 
iii  John*  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  9,  1738/9;  d.  there  Dec.  24,  1749,  "in  ye  nth  year  of 
his  age";  buried  at  the  foot  of  Experience  Chamberlain-Dyke's  grave. 

23.  JOHN''  CHAMBERLAIN  {Thomas'',  William')  born  at  Newton, 
Sept.  26,  1698;  d.  between  June  25  and  Nov.  5,  1722.  He  was  a  husband- 
man and  m.  about  1720,  Elizabeth  daughter  of  Joseph  Champney  of  Cam- 
bridge {Middx  Probate,  vol.  17,  p.  441).  She  probably  m.  (2)  at  Cambridge, 
June  22,  1726,  Benjamin  Winchester.  His  inventory  was  appraised  Nov.  5, 
1722,  and  Elizabeth  his  widow  was  appointed  administratrix  Dec.  17,  1722. 
Samuel  Mirick  of  Newton,  chairmaker,  with  Joseph  Champney  of  Cambridge 
as  surety  was  appointed  guardian  to  their  two  children  April  26,  1726.  {Ibid 
17  :  441).  This  estate  was  finally  settled  June  2,  1742.  The  heirs  of  Thomas 
Hammond,  late  of  Cambridge  Village,  deeded  him  four  acres  bounded  by  the 
land  of  Thomas  Chamberlain,  April  6,  1720.  {Middx  Deeds  21 :  168).  John 
Chamberlain  of  Newton,  husbandman,  was  appointed  guardian  unto  his  niece, 
Elizabeth  Chamberlain  about  12  years  of  age,  daughter  of  Thomas  Chamber- 
lain late  of  Boston,  carpenter,  deceased,  June  25,  1722.  {Suffolk  Probate, 
22  :   576) 

Children  born  in  A^ewton  : 
58      i  John*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  28,  1721. 
11  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  15,  1722. 

24.  ABRAHAM''  CHAMBERLAIN  {Abraham-,  William')  born  at 
Newton,  Oct.  16,  1693;  d.  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  between  Apr.  7  and  the  first 
Tuesday  of  July  1747.  He  was  a  "housewright"  and  lived  in  Brookline,  West 
Roxbury  and  Dedham.  He  occupied  a  seat  in  the  West  Meeting  House  in 
Roxbury  in  1725  {Suffolk  Court  Files,  27771).  He  m.  at  Watertown  Oct. 
26,  1 7 16,  Mary  Whitney  of  Watertown.     She  was  the  daughter  of  Eleazer 
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and  Dorothy  (Ross)  Whitney  and  was  bapt.  at  Watertown  Jan.  28,  1699/00. 
{New  England  Historical  Getiealogical  Register,  11:  120).  Jan.  15,  1744/5, 
Abraham  Chamberlain  of  Dedham,  housewright,  for  ;^37  :  10  deeded  Samuel 
White,  Esq.,  of  Brookline  land  in  "Brookline  Marshes"  bounded  "west  upon 
the  Great  Creek  leading  to  Boston  Bay"  and  one  of  the  witnesses  was  Eliza- 
beth Chamberlain  {Suffolk  Deeds,  80  :  258)  He  and  his  wife  Mary  for 
^232  :  ID  deeded  Abraham  Woodward  of  Brookline  three  lots  in  Brookline, 
the  first  containing  four  acres  with  a  house  and  barn  thereon.  He  signed 
this  April  7,  1747,  but  John  Harris  a  witness  declared  he  saw  the  grantor 
"now  deceased"  sign  the  deed,  which  was  thus  acknowledged  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  July  1747.  {Ibid.  75:  243).  Aug.  25,  1747,  administration  on 
the  estate  of  Abraham  Chamberlain  late  of  Dedham,  housewright,  was  granted 
to  his  sons  Nathaniel  Chamberlain  and  Abraham  Chamberlain  both  of  Ded- 
ham, yeomen,  and  his  inventory  amounting  to  ;^846.oo  :  06  was  presented  to 
Probate  court,  Jan.  26,  1747/8.  {Suffolk  Probate  40:  102,  387)  Mary  wife 
of  Abraham  Chamberlain  was  received  into  the  First  Church  of  Dedham, 
May  30,  1742.  April  19,  1748,  Elizabeth  aged  about  19  and  Dorothy  aged 
15,  daughters  of  Abraham  Chamberlain,  late  of  Dedham,  chose  John  Andrews 
of  Dorchester,  cordwainer,  for  guardian  {Ibid.  41  ;  96,  97) 

Children  by  wife  Mary  : 

59  i  Nathaniel*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Roxbury,  Aug.  2,  1718;  bapt.  at  the  West  Meet- 

ing House  there,  Aug.  3,  1718. 
ii  Hannah*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dedham,  March  31,  1720  ;  bapt.  at  West  Roxbury, 
April  3,  1720. 

60  iii  Abraham*  Chamberlain,  3d,  b.  at  Dedham,  Dec.  20,  1721. 

61  iv  Moses*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dedham  May  26,  1723;  bapt.  there  Nov.  22,  1724. 

62  V  Aaron*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dedham  Jan.  12,  1724/5 ;  bapt.  there  Jan.  24,  1724/5. 

63  vi  David*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  West  Roxbury,  Dec.  18,  1726. 

vii  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  at  West  Roxbury,  March  16,  1728. 
viii  Sarah*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dedham,  May  19,  1731  ;  bapt.  there  May  23,  1731  ;  d. 
Oct.  9,  1734. 
ix  Dorothy*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Dedham,  May  24,  1733;  bapt.  there  May  27,  1733. 

25.  ELIZABETH"  CHAMBERLAIN  {Abraham",  William}-')  born  at 
Brookline,  Feb.  11,  1697;  d.  there,  a  "maiden",  Dec.  26,  1778,  aged  80 
years.  {^First  Parish  Church  Records,  Brookline,  Historical  Publications ,  No. 
6,  p.  124)  "Elizabeth  Chamberlain  of  Dorchester,  spinster,  for  ;^2io  deeded 
Samuel  White  of  Brookline,  Esq.  land  in  Brookline,  one-third  "that  was  my 
mother's  land  that  my  father  Abraham  Chamberlain  now  possesses,"  about 
17  acres  bounded  south  on  the  land  of  Abraham  Woodward  ;  also  a  piece  of 
saltmarsh  "that  was  my  mother's  and  Aunt  Herring's"  bounded  south  upon 
the  Great  Creek  leading  to  Boston  Bay,  March  4,  1744/5"  {Suffolk  Deeds,  80 : 
259).  By  reference  to  Abraham  Chamberlain  (24)  it  will  be  observed  that 
he  deeded  land  in  Brookline  Marshes  bounded  north  on  the  marsh  of  James 
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Herring  dec'd  to  this  Samuel  White  Jan.  15,  1744/5,  and  that  his  wife  Mary 
signed  and  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  witnessed  the  deed.  Abraham  Chamber- 
lain had  a  daughter  Elizabeth  b.  early  in  the  year  1728.  If  she  granted  this 
deed  she  did  so  when  she  was  about  17  years  of  age.  If  Elizabeth  Cham- 
berlain b.  in  1697  gave  the  deed  then  Abraham  Chamberlain,  her  brother,  was 
living  in  1745,  and  was  the  Abraham  Chamberlain  who  d.  in  Dedham  in 
1747.  James  Herring  m.  at  Roxbury  June  14,  1722,  Sarah  Curtis  at  which 
time  both  were  of  Roxbury  and  he  d.  there  March  1732,  aged  76— old  enough 
to  have  been  an  uncle  to  the  elder  Elizabeth  Chamberlain.  Elizabeth  Cham- 
berlain living  in  the  house  of  William  Weeks  in  Dorchester  was  warned  from 
town  May  6,  1731.     (^N'erv  England  Historical  Genealogical  Register,  50:  69). 

26.     CLEMENT*  CHAMBERLAIN  JR.   {Clement-,    William^)  born   at 

Billerica  in  1694;  d.  there  Jan.  21,  1754.    He  m.  before  1718,  Elizabeth  

who  d.  at  Billerica,  Jan  7,  1767.  Clement  Chamberlain  Jr.  of  Billerica,  hus- 
bandman, was  plaintiff  against  Samuel  Bull  of  Cambridge,  brickmaker,  April 
29,  1740  {Middx  Court  Files).  He  and  his  family  were  warned  out  of  T-ewks- 
bury  in  April  1738.  He  was  active  as  a  military  man  and  was  commissioned 
at  Louisburg  by  Gov.  William  Shirley  as  Lieutenant  of  the  Tenth  Company 
of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  under  the  command  of  General  Sam- 
uel Waldo,  Feb.  8,  1744.  He  also  served  in  Gen.  William  Pepperell's  Regi- 
ment in  October  1745.  {New  England  Historical  Genealogical  Register,  24: 
370;  25:  257)  His  petition  to  the  General  Court  after  his  return  reads  as 
follows  : 

"To  His  Excellancy  William  Sherley  Esq^  Captain  General  and  Gover- 
nour  in  Cheiff  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England  and  to  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  house  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  Assembled  June  i6th  1747 

The  Humble  petition  of  Clement  Chamberlain  of  Billerica  in  the  County 
of  Middlesex  and  Province  Afores'^.  Humbly  Seweth,  that  whereas  your  peti- 
tioner hath  been  in  the  Expedition  to  Cape  Britton  under  the  Command  of 
Cap^  Joseph  Richardson,  Serving  as  his  Lieu',  from  the  beginning  of  the  Said 
Expedition,  until  the  last  Day  of  October  A.  D  :  1745  ;  and  being  in  Health- 
full  Circumstances  when  I  your  petitioner  went  there ;  and  using  my  uttmost 
Endeavour  to  Serve  my  King,  my  Country  &  my  Superiour  Officers  in  Said 
Expedition,  untill  that  I  your  Humble  petitioner  through  the  providence  of 
Almighty  God  was  Deprived  of  my  health,  and  obtained  Liberty  of  his  Excel- 
lancy Governour  Sherley  to  Return  home  to  my  Native  Country  and  my 
people  in  a  poor,  weak  and  unhealthfuU  Condition  ;  and  hath  Remained  So 
ever  Since  my  Arrival  here  as  by  many  Evidences  may  Appear,  and  hath  been 
under  the  Doctors  Hands  ever  Since,  which  is  very  expensive  to  your  Hum- 
ble petitioner  and  not  being  of  Ability  to  pay  the  Same  and  Mentain  my 
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Family,  which  are  in  poor  Circumstances ;  These  are  therefore  to  Inform 
your  Excellancy  and  Honours  of  my  Circumstances,  as  to  Health  and  Other 
Accounts,  hoping  and  Earnestly  praying  your  Excellancy  and  Honours  that  in 
your  Wisdoms  you  would  be  pleased  to  make  me  your  Humble  petitioner  Such 
Allowances  as  you  in  your  Great  wisdom  Shall  think  proper,  and  your  Hum- 
ble petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  pray 

In  the  House  of  Rep'^^^  Ocf  27. 
1747  Read  and  Ordered  that  the 
Comm""  of  War  Allow  the  Pef  five 
pounds  in  consideration  of  the 
Charge  respecting  Doctors  and 
Nurses  within  mentioned.  Sent  up 
for  concurrence 

T.  Hutchinson  Spkr"  ' 

On  the  reverse  side  of  that  petition  one  reads  :  "Billerica,  August  y®  17  :  1747  : 
We  the  Subscribers  are  knowing  to  the  Truth  of  the  facts  within  mentioned. 
[Signed]  Joshua  Abbott,  Benj.  Tompson,  Enoch  Kidder  Jr.,  Will'"  Stickney, 
Ralphe  Hill,  Selectmen  of  Billerica.  In  Council  Oct.  27,  1747,  read  and 
concurred,  J.  Willard,   Secy,  Consented  to  W.   Shirley"  {^Mass.  Archives  72  : 

742,  743)- 

Probably  Clement  Chamberlain  removed  to  Preston,  Conn.,  for  a  short 
time,  as  Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Clement  Chamberlain  was  bapt.  at  the  First 
Church  in  Preston,  Feb.  2,  17 18. 

Child  born  at  Billerica  : 

i  Elizabeth*  Chamberlain,  b.  Dec.  27,  1717  ;  perhaps  the  mother  of  Joseph  Har- 
ris, b.  at  Billerica,  Dec.  19,  1739,  and  who  d.  at  Fort  Edward  July  15,  1758. 

27.  JOSEPH^  CHAMBERLAIN  ^Clement-,  William')  born  at  Biller- 
ica, Nov.  — ,  1696  ;  d.  probably  at  Amenia,  N.  Y.  about  1765.  He  m.  about 
1 7 19,  Mary  Johnson  according  to  the  town  records  of  Billerica  which  do  not 
give  the  date.  Joseph  Chamberlain  of  Mansfield,  Conn,  was  plaintiff  against 
Thomas  Stimpson,  physician,  of  Reading,  Mass.  Nov.  25,  1737.  He  recovered 
a  debt  of  £c^  May  29,  1738  {Middx  Court  Files).  Joseph  Chamberlain  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  was  plaintiff  against  Daniel  Champney  Jr.  of  Cambridge, 
husbandman,  July  28,  1742.  Champney  gave  a  promissory  note  to  Cham- 
berlain dated  at  "Brookline  Feb.  I,  1741/2,"  for  £f).  {^Fbid.  1742).  These 
data  together  with  a  wide  survey  of  all  the  New  England  Chamberlain  fami- 
lies indicate  that  this  Joseph  Chamberlain  removed  to  Connecticut  about 
1725.  He  first  moved  to  Lebanon,  1727  to  1732  ;  later  went  to  Mansfield 
and  from  Mansfield  to  Tolland  and  thence  to  Amenia,  Duchess  Co.  New 
York  in  1755. 
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Children  by  wife  Mary  first  three  born  in  Hillerica,  Mass .;  fourth  and  fifth  in  Lebanon, 
Conn.  ;  sixth  to  tiinth  in  Mansfield,  Conn,    and  last  four  in  Tolland,  Conn. 

i  Elizabeth*  Chamrf.ri.ain,  b.  April  5,  1720;  m.  at  Mansfield,  Conn.  March  30, 
1738,  Peter  Dimmock  of  Mansfield,  Ct. 

64  ii  Joseph*  Chamberlain  Jr.  b.  Feb.  24,  172 1/2. 
iii  Mary*  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  27,  1723/4. 

iv  Mehitable*  Cha.mi'.eklain,  bapt.  at  the  First  Church  of  Lebanon,  Conn.  Sept.  3, 

1727  ;  probably  d.  soon. 
V  Mehitable*  Chamberlain,  b.  at  Lebanon,  Aug.  29,  1729. 

65  vi  JoH.N*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  June  21,  1730. 
vii  Abial*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  March  12,  1732. 

66  viii  James*  Chamberlain,  b.  Feb.  11,  1734;  bapt.  March  31,  1734. 

ix  Phebe*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  Aug.  7,  1737. 

67  X  Colbee*  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  2,  1738. 

68  xi  Jacob*  Chamberlain,  b.  Jan.  21,  1740/1. 

69  xii  William*  Chamberlain,  twin,  b.  Jan.  25,  1744/5. 
xiii  Rebecca*  Chamberlain,  twin,  b.  Jan.  25,  1744/5. 


28.     WILLI AM^  CHAMBERLAIN  (^Clement'',    William^)  born  at  Bill- 
erica,  March  23,  1703/4;  d.  there  before  Nov.  20,  1738.     He  m.  about  1728 

Esther  who  111.(2)  at  Billerica,   Dec.   21,  1743,    Benoni    Spaulding   of 

Billerica.  He  was  b.  Feb.  6,  1691,  and  d.  Dec.  17,  1752.  She  was  Spauld- 
ing'.s  second  wife.  Esther  Chamberlain,  widow,  was  appointed  administra- 
trix of  the  estate  of  William  Chamberlain  late  of  Billerica,  deceased,  Nov.  20, 
1738.  His  personal  estate,  including  a  "gun  and  sword"  was  valued  at 
^133  :  07  :  00.  The  "account  of  Esther  Spaulding  formerly  Esther  Cham- 
berlain" was  returned  Jan.  12,  1746,  and  an  inventory  of  his  homestead  of 
70  acres  on  the  west  side  of  Concord  river  in  Billerica  and  also  of  40  acres 
"being  the  westerly  part  of  the  homestead  that  was  Clement  Chamberlain's 
deceased"  was  inventoried.  The  widow  appearing  before  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate declared  that  she  would  not  have  her  thirds  of  the  real  estate  and  quit- 
claimed to  her  children.  By  agreement  with  John,  the  eldest  son,  William 
Chamberlain,  the  second  son,  was  to  have  the  homestead.  This  was  signed 
by  Esther  Spaulding,  John  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlain  and  Andrew 
Farmer,  guardian  for  the  two  minors  July  10,  1753.  {Ibid.  4207)  Further- 
more it  was  agreed  that  William  Chamberlain  was  to  pay  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain for  his  interest  in  the  estate  of  Clement  Chamberlain  ;^5o  ;  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  Gridley  for  their  interest  in  the  estate  of  Clement  Chamberlain 
;^3o ;  a  legacy  to  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Kemp  of  ;!^2o  and  to  Elizabeth 
Chamberlain  "for  boarding  and  nursing  the  deceased's  mother"  ;^3oo.  Fur- 
thermore the  son  William  was  to  pay  his  brother  John  ;^io4  :  08  :  08  and  his 
sisters  Esther  and  Mary  each  ;^52  :  04:  04.  Joseph  Chamberlain  gave  a 
receipt  for  £6  :  13  :  04  in  right  of  his  father  Clement  Chamberlain's  estate, 
Oct.  14,  1754;  and  at  the  same  time  as  attorney  receipted  for  Samuel  and 
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Rebecca  Gridley.  Joseph  Kemp  and  Elizabeth  Kemp  gave  receipt  for  their 
share  out  of  our  mother  Mary  Toothacre's  personal  estate  and  for  their  share  of 
our  father  Clement  and  our  brother  William  Chamberlain's  estate,  March  6, 
1754.  The  final  inventory  was  taken  Sept.  18,  1754,  and  38  acres  valued  at 
;^47o  lying  on  the  west  side  of  Concord  river  was  settled  upon  William 
Chamberlain.  {Ibid.  4207)  He  was  in  Col.  Eleazer  Tyng's  Co.  from  Aug. 
21  to  Nov.  29,  1722.     {Mass.  Archives,  91  :  66) 

Children  all  born  at  Billerka  : 

70  i  John*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  15,  1729/30. 

71  ii  William*  Chamberlain,  b.  March  13,  1731/2. 
iii  Esther*  Chamberlain,  b.  Sept.  18,  1734. 

iv  Mary*  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1738.  She  made  choice  of  Andrew  Farmer  of 
Billerica  for  her  guardian  June  i8,  1753,  stating  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Chamberlain  late  of  Billerica  and  that  she  was  "in  her  15th  year"  (?)  {Middlx 
Probate,  4210)  Esther  Chamberlain  "upwards  of  14  years"  daughter  of  same  made 
choice  of  same  guardian  same  day  (4208) 

29.  ISAAC^  CHAMBERLAIN  (Daniel-,  William^)  b.  at  Billerica,  Aug. 
3,  1695.  As  an  "adult"  he  was  bapt.  at  the  First  Parish  of  Brookline,  Dec. 
ID,  172 1,  and  at  the  same  time  Eleazer  Chamberlain  was  baptized.  {Brook- 
litie  Hist.  Publication  Society,  No.  8  :  70).     He  was  a  "centinal"    in   Capt. 

Williams's  Co.  from  Nov.  1724  to  Nov.  1725.     {New  England  Historical 

Genealogical  Register,  49:  190).  Isaac  Chamberlain  of  Watertown  gave  a 
bond  to  serve  as  a  servant  one  Anthony  Caverly  of  Watertown  in  May  1733. 
{Middx  Court  Files).  "Anthony  Caverly  of  Watertown,  gentleman,  was  plain- 
tiff against  Isaac  Chamberlain  of  Brookline,  husbandman,  alias  Isaac  Cham- 
berlain of  Watertown,  husbandman,  June  19,  1733."  {Ibid.)  Isaac  Chamber- 
lain, a  resident  of  Boston  was  mentioned  in  the  account  of  Mrs.  Caleb  Eddy 
Dec.  27,  1751.  {New  England  Historical  Genealogical  Register  42:  256). 
No  further  trace  of  this  man  has  been  found  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  left 
descendants  unless  he  were  identical  with  Isaac  Chamberlain  of  Westmore- 
land, N.  H. 

31.  EPHRAIM^  CHAMBERLAIN  (DanieP,  William^)  b.  at  Billerica, 
Jan.  16,  1700/1 ;  d.  at  Northfield,  Mass.  before  1750.  He  removed  from 
Billerica  to  Newton  where  he  was  living  in  1723.  He  m.  (i)  at  Water- 
town,  Oct.  31,  1723,  Mary  Sawin  of  Watertown.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Munning  and  Sarah  (Stone)  Sawin  of  Watertown  where  she  was  b.  Feb.  14, 
1694/5.  She  probably  died  within  a  few  years  of  her  marriage.  He 
undoubtedly  removed  to  Northfield  as  early  as  1730  and  m.  (2)  there  in  1733, 
Anna  daughter  of  Theophilus  and  Mary  Merriam.  Her  father  was  killed 
by  the  Indians  Aug.  21,  1723.  She  was  b.  at  Wallingford,  Conn.  Sept.  6, 
17 15,  m.  (2)  about  1755,  Benjamin  Rice  and  d.  July  7,  1778. 
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Children  all  born  in  N'orthfield  by  ivtfe  Anna  : 

i  Lydia*  Chambkrlain,  b.  Feb.  17,  1733/4;  m.  Alexander  Norton. 

ii  Sarah*  Chamberlain,  b.  Dec.  17,  1735;  m.  Ambrose  Ward  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

72  iii  Theophilus*  Chamberlain,  b.  Oct.  20,  1737;  was  in  Capt.  Nathaniel  Uwight's 

Co.  Sept.  15  to  Dec.  10,  1755,  in  the  expedition  to  Crown  Point  (Mass.  Archives, 
95:  16S).  In  Capt.  John  Burk's  Co.  March  17,  1757,  to  March  15,  1758;  at  the 
capitulation  of  Fort  William  Henry,  Aug.  9,  1758;  in  captivity  until  Jan.  11,  1759. 
(Ibid.  96:  42);  graduated  at  Yale  College,  1765;  removed  to  Preston,  N.  S.  1792. 
iv  An.na*  Chamberlai.n,  b.  about  1740;  m.  in  175S,  Thomas  Stebbins  and  (2) 
Reuben  Frizzell  of  Beinardston,  Mass. 

73  V  Ephraim*  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  b.  about  1742;  settled  in  Southwick,  Mass.  in  1785. 

74  vi  Samuel*  Chamberlain,  b.  about  1744;  settled  in  Middletown,  Conn. 

32.     THOMAS'^  CHAMBERLAIN  {Daniel\    William')  b.  at  BiUerica, 

Aug.  — ,  1703  ;  d.  in  Vermont, .      He  wa.s  a  grantee  of  Township  No.  2 

(now  Westmoreland,  N.  H.)  under  the  Massachusetts  charter,  Nov.  30,  1736. 
The  first  settlers  there  went  across  the  country  to  Northfield  and  then  in 
canoes  worked  up  the  Connecticut  to  the  Great  Meadow  where  they  built  a 
stockaded  fort  about  1744.  Here  Thomas  Chamberlain  and  Isaac  Chamber- 
lain, perhaps  his  brother  (29),  joined  the  garrison.  After  the  line  between 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  was  established  the  settlers  of  Number  2 
petitioned  that  "we  sometime,  viz.  about  seven  years  before  the  last  Indian 
war  settled  under  the  Massachusetts  at  a  place  called  Number  Two  lying  on 
the  east  side  of  (Connecticut  River  about  fourteen  miles  above  Fort  Dummer," 
etc.  This  petition  was  signed  Jan.  30,  1750,  by  Thos.  Chamberlain,  Isaac 
Chamberlain,  Josiah  Chamberlain,  Thomas  Chamberlain,  Joshua  Chamber- 
lain, Jedediah  Chamberlain,  Job  Chamberlain  and  36  others.  The  petitioners 
stated  that  several  had  entered  the  names  of  their  children  in  order  to  obtain 
two  or  three  rights  and  their  petition  was  granted  by  New  Hampshire  Feb.  12, 
1752.  {Hist,  of  Westmoreland  in  Hurtfs  Hist,  of  Cheshire  County,  460) 
The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  under  the  New  Hampshire  charter  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Chamberlain,  March  31,  1752.  They  appear  to 
have  met  there  frequently.  At  his  house  the  proprietors  voted  "to  build  a 
meeting-house  and  set  it  on  y'^  hill  by  Daniel  Hows — to  build  it  fifty  feet  long, 
forty  feet  wide  and  twenty  feet  post,"  May  4,  1762.  The  first  church  cove- 
nant was  signed,  Sept.  26,  1764,  by  nine  members  of  other  churches,  viz. 
William  Goddard  pastor-elect,  member  of  the  First  Church  at  Newtown, 
Mass.  Thomas  Chamberlain  member  of  the  church  at  Newtown  and  seven 
others.  The  destruction  by  fire  of  the  records  of  the  First  Church  of  New- 
ton, Mass.  in  1770  prevents  us  from  making  a  clear  analysis  but  it  is  plain 
that  the  Thomas  Chamberlain  born  at  Billerica  in  1703  was  the  only  Thomas 
Chamberlain  who  was  old  enough  in  1736  to  petition  for  the  grant  of  Number 
Two,  and  fifteen  years  later  his  sons,  some  of  whom  have  been  positively 
identified  as  such,  joined  with  him  in  order  to  secure  more  land.     From  the 
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evidence  in  hand  he  appears  to  have  lived  in  Lynnfield  in  1734;  in  Stone- 
ham  in  1737  ;  and  in  Newton  before   1750  from  which  place  he  took  a  letter 

to  the  church  in  Westmoreland.    His  wife  Abigail d.  at  Westmoreland, 

May  18,  1769,  "in  her  63d  year"  as  is  learned  from  her  tomb  stone.  Hence 
she  was  b.  about  1706.  He,  or  his  sons,  all  removed  to  Vermont  about  1784 
and  settled  in  Stockbridge,  Bethel  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  in  Vermont. 

Children,  not  in  order : 

75  i  Joshua*  Chamberlain,   bapt.    at   First   Church   of   Lynnfield,   Sept.   22,    1734. 

{Essex  Inst.  Coll.  34:   118);  petitioned  for  Westmoreland  Jan.  30,   1750;  in  Capt. 
Jonathan  Butterfield's  Co.  Apr.  6  to  Apr.  30,  1759.     {Mass.  Archives,  97  :   175) 

76  ii  Jedediah'*  Chamberlain,  bapt.  at   Stoneham,  June  12,  1737;  signer  of   West- 

moreland petition  Jan.  30,  1750;  removed  to  Bethel,  Vt.  after  1776. 

77  iii  Increase*  Chamberlain,  b.  in  1741  ;  removed  to  Stockbridge,  Vt.  after  1776. 

78  iv  Isaac*  Chamberlain,  perhaps  eldest  son  or  brother,  lived  in  Westmoreland,  1744 

to  1783;  lieutenant;  selectman;  moderator;  representative. 

79  V  Thomas*  Chamberlain,  grantee  of  Westmoreland,  Jan.  30,  1750;  in  Capt.  John 

Fry's  Co.  Col.  Timothy  Ruggles  Reg't.  Apr.  i,  to  May  21,  1758.     {Ibid.  96:  105) 

80  vi  Josiah*  Chamberlain,  grantee  there,  Jan.  30,  1750. 

81  vii  Job*  .Chamberlain,  grantee  there,  Jan.  30,  1750;  perhaps  a  son  but  not  proven 

to  be  so. 


ERRATUM 

Page  127,  twenty-second  line  from  bottom,  for  Daniel  Stowell  read  David 
Stowell. 
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Abbot  Joshua  107  143 

Mercy  113 

Kebecca  107 
Adams  Daniel  112  113 

Keliecca  llJ  113  137 
Addingcun  Anne  98  99 

Isaac  96  97  98  99  100  102  103 
Allen  Daniel  137 

Elizabeth  137 

Geoffie  137 

James  90  98 
AUine  Henry  97 
Andrews  John  141 
Audros  Edmund  100 
BaboU  Hugh  102 
Baker  William  94 
lialdwin  Esther  115 

Jonathan  115 
HaUantine  John  97 
Barrett  Mehitable  118 
Beaumont  Thankful  123 
Belknap  John  135 
Bellows  Jotham  135 
Berkeley  Robert  90 
Berry  Dorothy  132 

Jeremiah  132 
Bickford  John  Jr.  127 
Binney  Kebeuca  100 

Samuel  100 
Blanchard  Joseph  113 
Bodge  (leorge  M.  104 
Boighton  Samuel  102 
Bond  Henrv  101  13G 

John  136 
Brattle  William  107 
Bri(lgham  Josejih  97 
Brigden  Alice  12G 
Brigham  David  135 

Lydia  135 

Martha  135 

William  135 
Brown  Jonathan  123 

Thomas  127  131 
Bryant  Elizabeth  100 

Jane  100 
Bull  John  107 

Samuel  142 
BuUard  Samuel  132 
Burk  John  14G 
Butterfield  Benjamin  94 

Elizabeth  118 

Jonathan  118  147 

Mehitable  118 

Kachel  118 

William  118 
Call  Jonathan  123 

Thomas  123 
Canney  Samuel  127 
Carter  Richard  91 
Caverly  Anthony  145 
Chad  wick  Abit;ail  138 
Chamberlain  Aaron  141 

Abial  144 

Abigail  113  114  138  147 

Abraham  103  105  106  107  114 
115  116  119  120  138  140  141  142 

Alice  89 

Ann  103  125  126 

Anna  117  118  123  131  132  135 
145  146 

Benjamin  119  120 

Clement  89  97  103  113  114  116 
117  118  1 19  123  142  143  144  145 

Colbee  144 

Daniel  103  110  117  135  138  145 
146 

David  141 

Deborah  105  106  118 

Deliverance  104 


Chamberlain,  cont'd 
Dorothy  118  131  132  141 
Ebenezer  111  114  117  130  132 

134  135  138 
Edmund  (Edmond)  92  94  103 

106  113  114  115  135 
Eleazer  112  110  117  138  140  145 
Elizabeth  111  112  113  114  115 

116  117  118  132  133  134  136 

137  139  140  141  142  143  144 
145 

Enoch  133  134 

Ephraim  117  129  130  131   132 

145  146 
Esther  144  145 
Experience  107  110  111  117  122 

131  132  140 
Francis  89 

George  Walter  89  132 
Hannah  114  132  134  136  137  141 
Increase  147 
Isaac  92  103  117  121 123 138 145 

146  147 

Jacob  103  107  108  109  110  HI 

117  120  121  122  123  126  129  130 
131  132  134  U4 

James  144 

Jason  111  132  134 

Jedediah  146  147 

Joanna  135 

Job  146  147 

John  89  90  97  103  105  106  111 

112  113  115  116  118  119  120  121 

123  124  125  126  133  134  137  140 

144  145 
Jonathan  135 
-    Joseph  116  117  118  123  143  144 
Joshua  135  146  147 
Josiah  118  121  122  146  147 
Lydia  106  118  135  146 
Marah  114 
Margaret  (Pegge)  116  118  121 

123  126 
Martha  135 
Mary  89  94  112  113  116  117  118 

119  120  121  128  129  130  131  135 

138  140  141  142  143  lU  145 
Mehitable  118  144 
Mercy  113  114 
Milicent  124  126 

Moses  141 
Nathan  119  120 
Nathaniel  126  141 
Nathaniel  Li.  135 
Patience  138 
Phebe  144 
I'hillips  112  136  137 
Rebecca  92  96  97  98  99  100  103 

105  107  112  113  114  117  131 

137  144 
Robert  90 

Samuel  118  129  130  132  131  146 
Sarah  103  104  106  107  112  113 

118  119  121 122  123  13G  137  138 

139  140  141  146 
Simon  108  120  121  122  123 
Stai)les  134 
Susannah  120  121  122 
Tabitha  119  120 
Thankful  123  125  126 
Theophilus  146  - 

Thomas  89  90  93  94  97  103  111 
112  113  118  136  137 138  140  146 
147 

Timothy  92  103 

—Widow  126 

William  89  90  91  92  93  94  95  96 
98  102  103  104  105  107  111  113 
114  115  116  117  118  119  120  123 


Chamberlain,  cont'd 

126  127  128  129  130  131  132  134 
136  137  138  140  141  142  143  144 
145  146 

Willson  124  125  126 

Zaccheus  120 
Champney  Daniel  143 

Elizabeth  140 

Joseph  140 

Richard  94 
Chandler  William  113  114 
Child  Joshua  115 

Sarah  115 
Clark  Jolin  111 
Clarke  Noah  89 

Elizabeth  132 

Hannah  132 

Samuel  132 
Collins  Martha  97 
Convers  Allen  90  92 
Cooke  John  127 
Crafts  Elizabeth  132 
Cram  Elizabeth  118 

John  118 

Jonathan  118 

Mary  118 

Sarah  118 
Crosby  Nathan  107 

Sarah  107 
Curtis  Sarah  142 
Danforth  Dorothy  107 

Samuel  107  122 
Davenport  Addington  96 

Rebecca  96 
Dawson  James  100 
Dimmock  Elizabeth  144 

Peter  144 
Door  Henrv  131 

Marv  131 
Drury  Daniel  132 

Elizabeth  132 
Dudley  Joseph  97  102 

Thomas  93  94  97  102 
Dwight  Nathaniel  146 
Dyke    (Dike)   Experience   110 
122  140 

Jonathan  110 
Eddy  (Mrs.)  Caleb  145 
Eliot  John  95 
Emerson  Dorothy  131  132 

Samuel  132 
Esty  Charles  108 
Farlev  Anna  115 

Caleb  Jr.  100 

Caleb  114 

Ebenezer  107 

Elizabeth  107 

Enoch  115 

Esther  115 

George  94  95  105  114  115 

Lydia  115 

Rebecca  114  115 

Samuel  106 
Farmer  Andrew  144  145 

Edward  119 

John  103 
Farnsworth  Sarah  120 
Fav  Benjamin  135 
Feit  Joseph  B.  91 
Fergerson  Deliverance  104 
Fisher  Anne  98  99 
Fiske  Mary  136 
Fletcher  Timothy  114 
Foster  Elizabeth"  119 

Experience  111 

— Sergt.  113 
Foxcroft  Daniel  100 

Francis  106 
French  Elizabeth  111 
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French,  cont'd 

Experience  111 

Jacob  104 

Joseph  111 

Mary  HI  119 

William  91  95  111 
Frizzell  Anna  146 

Reuben  146 
Frost  Benjamin  115 

Mary  115 
Frye  John  147 
PMller  Abraliam  140 
Furbish  Sarah  113 
Goddard  William  146 
Goffe  Mary  135 
Gookin  Daniel  90  95 
Gould  Margaret  118 

Mehitable  118 

Samuel  118 
Goold  Thomas  133 
Greenwood  John  112 

Josiah  139  140 
Gridley  Rebecca  117  144  145 

Samuel  117  144  145 
Grigss  William  97 
Groves  Mary  126 

Hall 107 

Hammond  Ann  111  116 

Eleazer  112  138 

Elizabeth  111 

Hannah  138 

Isaac  111  113  116 

Nathaniel  111 

Patience  138 

Thomas  93  94  111  115  140 
Hanson  Nathaniel  128 
Harrington  Hannah  138 
Harris  John  141 

Joseph  143 

Thaddeus  W. 99 
Hawkins  Dorothy  96 
Hazen  Henry  A.  93  95  103  104 

106  107  113  115  117  118  119 
Healy  (Holiie)  Nathaniel  110 
Heard  Rebecca  130 
Herring  —"Aunt"  141 

.lames  141  142 

Sarah  142 
Hibbins  William  91 
Hide  (Hyde)  Anna  123 

Jonathan  Jr   107  108  111 
Hill  Jonathan  119 

Ralph  94  103  143 

Rebecca  114 

Samuel  100  119 
Hodgdon  Israel  127 
How  —Dr.  103 
Hows  Daniel  146 
Hudson  Nathaniel  118 
Hull  John  104 
Hutchinson  Thomas  143 
Ireland  Elizabeth  112  137 

Mary  137 

William  112  137 
Jackson  —  113 
Jaco  Deborah  105 
Jefts  Henry  94  95  106  119 

Mary  119 

Simeon  119 
Jenness  John  128 
Johnson  Mary  143 

Nathaniel  102 

William  134 
Keates  Richard  136 
Kemp  Elizabeth  117  144  145 

Joseph  117  144  145 
Kenrick  Ann  111  116 
Kent  Stephen  Sr.  100 
Kidder  Enoch  Jr.  143 
Knowles  Experience  131  132 

James  132 
Lambard  Richard  90 
Larkin  Joanna  126 


Larkin,  cont'd 

Joseph  126 

Thankful  125  126 
Learned  Isaac  93  94 
Leighton  Anna  131  132 

David  132 
Leverett  Anne  98  99 

John  98  99 

Rebecca  98 

Sarah  98 

Thomas  98  99 
Locke  Mehitable  118 

Samuel  118 
Lovering  Craft  134 

Joseph  134 
Lovewell  John  127 
Main  Amos  128 
Manning  Samuel  95 
Marrick  (Myrick)  Elijah  108 
Mason  Arthur  102 

Joseph  1.36 

Mary  136 

Sarah  136 
Merriam  Anna  145 

Mary  145 

Theouhilus  145 
Migheli  John  131 
Miner  Mary  98 
Mirick  Samuel  140 
Moody  Joshua  96 
Morse  Joanna  135 
Murdock  Robert  110 
Needham  .Tohii  106  119 
Newhall  Dorothy  118 

Samuel  118 
Norton  Alexander  146 

Lydia  146 
Nowell  Samuel  96 
Numphow  (Indian)  95  96 
Osgood  Sarah  100 
Palmer  John  122 
Parker  Benjamin  119 
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Mr.  RoUin  S.  Chamberlin Scranton,  Pa. 

Mr.  Roswell  W.  Chamberlain Chester,  N.  Y. 

Miss  S.  Belle  Chamberlain Boise,  Idaho 

Mr.  Samuel  D.  Chamberlin Hartford,  Conn. 

*tBrig.-Gen.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain   (died  November  10,  1908) Barre  Plains,  Mass. 

Miss  Sarah  Abigail  Chamberlin Cumberland  Foreside,  Me. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Chamberlain Oak  Ridge,  N.  J. 

*tMiss  Sarah  P.  Chamberlain  (died  December,  1910) Salem,  Mass. 

*tCol.  Simon  E.  Chamberlin  (died  April  20,  1908) Washington,  D.  C. 

tMiss  S.  Emma  Chamberlin Cleveland,  Ohio 

Mr.  .S.  Harrison  Chamberlain Allston,  Mass. 

Mr.  Smith  T.  Chamberlin Derby,  Conn. 

*Mr.  Stillman  W.  Chamberlain  (died  September  20,  1903) Braintree,  Mass. 

Mr.  Stroud  N.  Chamberlain Netcong,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Sylvester  Chamberlain Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Theodore  Chamberlain Hackensack,  N.  J. 

tCol.  Thomas  Chamberlin Philadelphia,  Pa. 

tMr.  Thomas  Chamberlain Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

tProf.  Thomas  C.  Chamberlin,  I^L.l) Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  Thomas  E.  Chamberlin Brookline,  Mass. 

Mr.  Wallace  M.  Chamberlin West  Detroit,  Mich. 

Mr.  Walter  N.  Chamberlin New  Carlisle,  Ohio 

*Mr.  Ward  B.  Chamberlin  (died  November  14,  1903) New  York,  N.  V. 

Mr.  Warren  Chamberlain Honolulu,  H.  I. 

Mr.  Wesley  Chamberlain Newfoundland,  N.  J. 

Capt.  Wilbur  F.  Chamberlain Hannibal,  Mo. 

Mr.  Willard  C.  Chamberlin Newton  Center,  Mass. 

Mr.  Willard  DeWitt  Chamberlin Dayton,  Ohio 

Mr.  Willard  N.  Chamberlain Brookline,  Mass. 

Mr.  William  Chamberlain Portland,  Me. 

Mr.  William  Chamberlain Ashbourne,  Pa. 

Capt.  William  Chamberlaine Fort  Warren,  Boston 

*Prof.  William  B.  Chamberlain  (died  March  7,  1903) Oak  Park,  111. 

Mr.  William  P).  Chamberlin Torresdale,  Pa. 

Mr.  William  C.  Chamberlain Charlottesville,  Va. 

Mr.  William  C.  Chamberlain Dubuque,  Iowa 
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tMr.  William  Carlton  Chamberlain Cannelton,  Ind. 

Mr.  William  Gilbert  Chamberlain Fort  Fairfield,  Me. 

Mr.  William  H.  Chamberlin Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  William  H.  Chamberlin Roxabell,  Ohio 

Mr.  Wilham  H.  H.  Chamberlin Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  William  I.  Chamberlain,  Ph.D New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Mr.  William  Joseph  Chamberlain Denver,  Colo. 

Mr.  William  M.  Chamberlin Davenport,  Iowa 

*Mr.  William  N.  Chamberlin  (died  August  9,  1901) Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Major  William  N.  Chamberlin Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  William  Porter  Chamberlain Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Mr.  William  Reginald  Chamberlain Portland,  Me. 

Mr.  William  Roswell  Chamberlain Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  William  S.  Chamberlain Cleveland,  Ohio 

Mr.  William  W.  Chamberlaine Norfolk,  Va. 

Mr.  Woodbury  O.  Chamberlin Surfside,  Mass. 

*tMrs.  Alice  G.  Chamberlain  Clarke  (died  July  8,  1899) Southbridge,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  C.  Clarke Andover,  Mass. 

Mrs.  George  N.  Conklin Marquette,  Mich. 

Rev.  Thomas  M.  Corson Salem,  Mass. 

tEdward  Cowles,  M.D.,  LL.D Plymouth,  Mass. 

Miss  Caroline  Crosman Detroit,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Abigail  C.  Curtis Dorchester,  Mass. 

Miss  Cacia  Curtiss Howell,  Mich. 

*Mrs.  Amie  Whiting  Damon  (died  January  26,  1902) Reading,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Nathan  A.  Davis Concord,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Nestor  W.  Davis Winchester,  Mass. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Dick Andover,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Nelson  R.  Doe Bradford,  Vt. 

Mrs.  Annah  Kellogg  Drew Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mr.  John  C.  Eccleston Buenos  Ayres,  S.  A. 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Eccleston Buenos  Ayres,  S.  A. 

Mrs.  De  Lucia  Chamberlin  Eddy Denver,  Col. 

*Mrs.  Eben  B.  Ellis  (died  July  5,  1910) Berkeley,  Cal. 

Mr.  Elbert  Eli  Farman Warsaw,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Fellows New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Foley Roxbury,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Denis  Follett Hastings,  Minn. 

Judge  William  T.  Forbes Worcester,  Mass. 

tMrs.  Caroline  W.  Furst Bellefonte,  Pa. 

Miss  Adelaide  C.  Gray Farmington,  N.  H. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Grover White  River  Junction,  Vt. 

tMrs.  Helen  M.  Guilford Minneapolis  Minn. 

Mrs.  Adeline  C.  Hamilton London,  Ohio 

*Mrs.  O.  H.  Harding  (died  January  30,  1903) AUston,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Harding Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  George  B.  Harvey New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Julia  Woodhull  Hay New  York  City 

*Mrs.  William  Hayes  (died  January  31,  1908) Winona,  Minn. 

Mr.  Benj .  F.  Henry Olathe,  Kansas 

Mrs.  Harriet  C.  I.  Hewitt Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Harriet  A.  Hill Belmont,  Mass. 

tMiss  Louise  H.  Hinckley Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mr.  Roderick  W.  Hine Dedham,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Hattie  T.  C.  Hughes Mobile,  Ala. 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Hunt Newton  Center,  Mass. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Hurley Seattle,  Wash 

Mrs.  Cleora  E.  Jefferds Foxcroft,  Me. 

*Mr.  Charles  A.  Jewell  (died  January  25,  1905) Hartford,  Conn. 

*Miss  Charlotte  A.  Jewell  (died  October  23,  1903) Hartford,  Conn. 

Mrs   A.  E.  Johnson So.  Newbury,  Vt. 

Mrs.  Annie  B.  Chamberlain  Keene Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

tMrs.  Etta  F.  C.  Kendall Auburndale,  Mass. 
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*tMrs.  Eliza  M.  C.  Kennedy  (died  September  21,  1903) Watertown,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Thompson  Kent Montpelier,  Vt. 

Mr.  Elliot  C.  Kimball Dubuque,  Iowa 

tMrs.  Harriet  P.  Kimball  (died  February  7,  1909) Dubuque,  Iowa 

Mrs.  Israel  H.  Light Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Helen  M.  C.  Lloyd Chicago,  111. 

Mrs.  Archibald  G.  Loomis Providence,  R.  I. 

Mrs.  Margaret  C.  MacFadden Oak  Park,  111. 

Mrs.  Edwin  T.  Mander Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Franklin  H.  Martin Chica|ro,  111. 

*Rev.  Moses  Mellen  Martin,  D.D.  (died  September  25,  1902) Ovid,  Mich. 

Miss  Mamie  L.  McCormick Sparta,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Robert  L.  McCormick Tacoma,  Wash. 

Mrs.  Amy  C.  McGuinness Chester,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  McLean Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Metcalf Worcester,  Mass. 

Rev.  Oscar  F.  Moore Lee,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Oscar  F.  Moore Delhi,  Ohio 

Mrs.  W.  E.  F.  Moore Summit,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Florence  Chamberlain  Moseley New  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Murray Athens,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  NichoUs St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Evan  Oldfield Booneville,  N.  Y. 

*Mr.  John  Chamberlain  Ordway  (died  April  23,  1905) Concord,  N.  H. 

Mrs.  Alma  C.  Osincup Waverly,  Iowa 

Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Page Pepperill,  Mass. 

Mr.  Ralph  C.  Perkins Salem,  Mass. 

tMr.  George  Herbert  Perry Revere,  Mass. 

tMrs.  Minnie  A.  C.  Perry Revere,  Mass. 

tMr.  Ralph  Dana  Perry Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Ralph  F.  Perry Watertown,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Scott  T.  Pierce Worcester,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Charles  B.  Piatt Englewood,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Pray Brookline,   Mass. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  C.  Ragan  (died  May  29,  1908) London,  Ohio 

Lieutenant  James  W.  H.  Reisinger,  Jr Canton,  Ohio 

Mr.  Roe  Reisinger Franklin,  Pa. 

Mr.  John  Ringwalt Mount  Vernon,  Kno.x  County,  Ohio 

Prof.  Ralph  Curtis  Ringwalt New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Elisha  Risley West  Hartford,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Albert  S.  Roe New  York,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Emma  Ten-Broeck  Runk Lambertville,  N.  J. 

tMrs.  Charles  W.  Seymour Hingham,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Amy  Chamberlain  Shanks  (died  January  23,  1905) Round  Lake,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Maria  Gove  Shanks Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Frank  Chamberlain  Shipley Seattle,  Wash. 

Mrs.  Anna  Eugenia  Smiley Holyoke,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Charles  Willis  Smith Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Miss  Cornelia  Buxton  Smith Litchfield,  Conn. 

Miss  Madeleine  Smith Bessemer,  Alabama 

Mrs.  Grace  Chamberlin  Snook Hartwell,  Ohio 

Mr.  Arthur  C.  Sprague Wollaston,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Steele Netcong,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Stockwell Watertown,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Mary  Baldwin  Stoddard New  York  City 

tRev.  Elnathan  E.  Strong,  D.D Auburndale,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Taylor Louisiana,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Abbie  M.  Wadsworth Holden,  Mass. 

Mr.  James  H.  Wailing Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Blanche  Warner Baltimore,  Md. 

Mr.  Edward  K.  Warren  Three   Oaks,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Edward  K.  Warren Three  Oaks,  Mich. 

Miss  Jenny  Chamberlain  Watts Cambridge,  Mass. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  159 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Wells Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Mr.  Tames  Dale  Whitmore Toledo,  Ohio 

Mrs.  Martha  C.  Wilson Hartford,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wood Seattle,  Wash. 

Mrs.  Clayton  Wrighter Netcong,  N.  J. 

Associate   Members 

Mr.  George  M.  Brown Hartford,  Conn. 

tMr.  George  B.  Caswell Holden,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Abiram  Chamberlain Meriden,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Anna  Garland  Chamberlain Andover,  Mass. 

tMrs.  Asa  W.  Chamberlin Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Catherine  W.  Chamberlain Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Chamberlin Port  Washington,  Wis. 

Mrs.  Emerson  Chamberlin Summit,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Eugene  Chamberlin Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Eugene  G.  Chamberlin Brunswick,  Me. 

Mrs.  Fannie  E.  Chamberlin Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Chamberlain Brookline,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Henry  H.  Chamberlin Worcester,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Jacob  C.  Chamberlain New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Chamberlin Greenville,  N.  H. 

tMrs.  Newell  Chamberlain  (died  iVpril  15,  191 1) Cambridge,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Chamberlain Worcester,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  (died  February  11,  19 10) Barre  Plains,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Chamberlain Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Willard  N.  Chamberlain Brookline,  Mass. 

Mrs.  William  B.  Chamberlin Torresdale,  Pa. 

Mr.  Nathan  A.  Davis Concord,  Mass. 

Col.  William  J.  Harding Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Jewell  (died  October  7,  1909) Hartford,  Conn. 

tMr.  James  H.  Kendall Auburndale,  Mass. 

Hon.  Oscar  H.  Leland McGregor,  Tex. 

Mrs.  Sarah   J.  Ordway Concord,  N.  H. 

*tMr.  Frank  W.  Perry  (died  June  20,  1898) •  •  •  •  Cambridge,  Mass. 


The  plates  for  the  half-tones  and  line-cuts  used  in  this  Report  are  the 
property  of  the  Association  with  the  following  exceptions, —  the  plate  for 
the  portrait  of  Mrs.  Kimball  loaned  by  Mr.  Elliot  C.  Kimball,  that  of  Mrs. 
Samuel  E.  Chamberlain  loaned  by  Mrs.  George  M.  Brown,  that  of  the 
"Veterans  of  the  Arcot  Mission"  loaned  by  Prof.  William  I.  Chamber- 
lain, and  those  for  the  pictures  and  autographs  in  the  three  articles  on  Hon. 
William  Chamberlin,  Mellen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  and  the  "  Descendants  of 
Jacob  Chamberlain,"  by  Miss  Abbie  M.  Chamberlain,  Miss  Laura  B. 
Chamberlain  and  Miss  Jenny  C.  Watts. 

For  the  excellent  reproduction  of  the  portrait  of  Mellen  Chamberlain 
(page  69),  we  are  largely  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  one  of  our  members, 
Mr.  Ephraim  Chamberlain,  of  Norwood,  Mass.,  who  photographed  the 
oil  painting  at  the  home  of  its  owners  in  Cambridge. 

ERRATA. 

Page  71,  twenty-third  line  from  bottom,  for  Erasmus  read  Erastus. 
Page  37,  seventeenth  line  from  bottom,  for  Crowinshields  read  Crownin- 
shields. 
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